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William Randolph Hurst was an extremely wealthy newspaper publisher. He invested a huge 
amount of money in collecting great works of art. One day he read about a very special painting 
and decided that he had to have it for his collection. He sent his agent to find the painting and to 
purchase it when he found it. Months went by and finally the agent returned. Hurst asked him, 
“Have you found the painting?” The agent said, “Yes, I have found it.” Hurst said, “Well where is 
it?” The agent said, “It is in one of your warehouses; you purchased this piece of art several years 
ago.” 

That account reminds me of many Christians. They are searching for something they already 
have! They sometimes seek a “second blessing” because maybe that is what is missing in their 
life. Sometimes they search in the “Health, Wealth, and Prosperity Movement.” They think, 
“Maybe they have what I’m looking for to fill this longing in my heart.” I think that this 
discontentment and searching for something more is the main reason for the dramatic increase 
of people moving from one church to another. In almost forty years of ministry, I have never 
seen anything like what I am seeing today with people who are discontent with their church and 
joining another hoping to find that something their soul longs for. 

The theme of the book of Colossians is “Jesus is enough.” The central verse of the book is 
Colossians 2:10a: “and in Him you have been made complete…” Like Randolph Hurst, many are 
searching for something they already have. What is needed is an understanding of and an 
appropriation by faith of what they received when they received Christ. When we understand 
and appropriate by faith the fact that at salvation the old man was crucified with Christ so that 
we are no longer slaves of the power called “sin” in our members, then we can begin to reckon, 
count, and consider ourselves to be dead to sin and alive to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Romans 6:11 says, “Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.”  

When we begin to truly experience Galatians 2:20, the Christian life becomes incredibly exciting 
and we begin as a pattern of life to live victoriously. Galatians 2:20 says “I have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh [body] I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” 
Jesus is enough! We really are complete in Him (Colossians 2:10). Spiritual growth in reality is 
the continual discovery of, and then, walking by faith in what happened to us and what we 
received when we received Jesus Christ! In this world, we are never going to arrive and say, “I 
have knowledge of all that happened to me and all that I received when I received Jesus Christ, 
and furthermore I am living it all out in my daily life.” There is always more – not the “more” of 
getting something new, but the more of discovering the beauty and the perfection and the 
wisdom and power of Christ who dwells in us in the person of the Holy Spirit. Colossians 2:2b-3: 
“…Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  

While “Jesus is enough” is the main theme of Colossians, one of the “sub-themes” is giving 
thanks. That makes sense. As we discover and appropriate more of what it means to be in Christ 
and to have the Spirit of Christ living in us, our response should be a lifestyle of thanksgiving. 
That’s why we find so many passages in this small book about thanksgiving. Here are some of 
those passages. Colossians 1:3: “We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying always for you.”  



Colossians 2:7: “having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in 
your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.”  

Colossians 3:15: “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
one body; and be thankful.”  

Colossians 3:17: “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks through Him to God the Father.”  

Colossians 4:2: “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of 
thanksgiving.”  

Then in our text for this message we see Colossians 1:12: “giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.” Vance Havner summarized it well 
when he said, “The whole Christian life is just one big thank you.” [Vance Havner, source unknown]  

To be unthankful is not a minor flaw or minor sin. In Romans 1 where we are told about the 
downward slide of mankind into worshipping created things and into sexual perversion, we see 
one of the things that started that slide in Romans 1:21: “For even though they knew God, they 
did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their 
foolish heart was darkened.”  

Colossians 1:12-14 gives us four things we must focus on in order to have a thankful life.  

 

I.  To Cultivate a Thankful Heart, Focus on Your Inheritance (v 12) 
The phrase, “giving thanks” is in the present tense. That means that it speaks of continuing 
action. We are to continually be giving thanks; in other words, giving thanks is to be a pattern of 
our life. What is it that we are to be continually giving thanks for? We continually give thanks 
that we have been made qualified to receive an inheritance. An inheritance is something a 
person comes into possession of because of his relationship with another. At the moment of 
salvation, we come into possession of a glorious inheritance that makes our future secure. Why 
should I focus on and give my life over to earthly scraps when I have been made qualified to 
“share in the inheritance of the saints in light”? 

A.  Our Qualification for the Inheritance (v 12a)   
The phrase “has qualified us” can be translated “has made us fit for.” In 2 Corinthians 3:6 the 
same word is translated “made us adequate.” Prior to coming to Christ we were certainly not 
qualified or fit for an inheritance. The main reason is that we were spiritually dead and receiving 
an inheritance is for the living. Ephesians 2:1: “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins.” 
We are told more about our condition before Christ and our total unfitness for an inheritance in 
Ephesians 2:12: “remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world.” When we experienced salvation, some amazing things happened to us that 
made us “qualified” for this exciting, amazing inheritance.  

It is interesting that the tense of the phrase “has qualified us” is one that indicates something 
that happens at a point in time. It is not a process. We were disqualified for any inheritance and 
at a point in time we were made qualified. That qualification is described in Ephesians 2:13: 
“But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ.”  At the point in time that we were saved (even though we not be certain exactly when 
that point in time was) we, who were dead in trespasses and sin, were made alive in Christ. 
When we who were children of Satan repented of sin and savingly believed in Jesus Christ, we 



were adopted into God’s forever family, and as His child, we were made fit or qualified for a 
glorious inheritance.  

B.  Our Reception of the Inheritance (v 12b) 
He calls it “the inheritance of the saints in light.” As we look at the New Testament, we discover 
that we receive the greatest part of our inheritance immediately and then the rest when we get 
home. What is the most important part of our inheritance? What do we get immediately? We get 
eternal life! Jesus said in Matthew 19:29: “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name's sake, will receive many times as 
much, and will inherit eternal life.” If that was the only passage in the Bible about eternal life, we 
might think that it is something that we get when we get to heaven. This verse was before the 
cross. If we continue reading the New Testament, we find that we receive the inheritance of 
eternal life immediately when we get saved. 1 John 5:11: “And the testimony is this, that God has 
given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.” When was it given? It was given at the moment 
of salvation.  

Let me show you something about eternal life that is exciting. Eternal life is not living forever 
(though those in Christ do live forever); eternal life is a person!  

1 John 1:2: “and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us.”  

1 John 5:20: “And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so 
that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This 
is the true God and eternal life.”  

When you receive Jesus Christ by faith, you are united with Him, identified with Him, and you 
become a partaker of His life and His life is eternal life. This is our inheritance and we have this 
inheritance as a present possession in Christ.  

C.  The Fullness of the Inheritance (v 12c “in light) 
While the most important part of our inheritance is what we get immediately at salvation 
(eternal life), there is more! The phrase, “in Light” is translated “in the kingdom of light” in the 
NIV. It is likely referring to Heaven (capitalized in the NASB). We see a description of what is 
waiting for us in “Light” in 1 Peter 1:4: “to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable 
[something that cannot rot, deteriorate or go down in value] and undefiled [unpolluted or 
unstained by sin] and will not fade away [it has beauty that does not diminish with time], 
reserved in heaven for you.” We have our Lord’s promise to supply all our needs in the here and 
now (Philippians 4:19: “And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory 
in Christ Jesus.”), but oh what an inheritance we have laid up for us in heaven. These riches are 
evidently beyond our comprehension down here so the Lord just says, “Trust Me, I’ve got them 
set aside for you and nothing or no one can steal them, defile them, or corrupt them until I bring 
you here for them.” If you are in Christ, you do not know all the details of your immediate 
future, but you clearly know the details of your ultimate future and nothing can take that away 
from you!  

 

II.  To Cultivate a Thankful Heart, Focus on Your Rescue (v 13) 
There are two kingdoms here on earth. A kingdom is simply a realm ruled by a king. These two 
kingdoms each have a ruler or king. There is the kingdom of darkness with Satan as its ruler. 
Every child of Adam is born into this kingdom of darkness as a citizen. You don’t do something 



to become a citizen of this kingdom except to be born. There is also the kingdom of God. Luke 
17:21b: “For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst.” The kingdom of God has a future 
literal, geographical manifestation on earth, but now it is when King Jesus reigns within us.  

Let’s look at that word “rescued.” It is a tense which speaks of something that happens at a point 
in time. It means to liberate or deliver out of danger. The Father has reached down to us in the 
kingdom of Satan, the kingdom of darkness and snatched us out – delivered us, liberated us, 
and rescued us. Those who have been delivered by the power of God are no longer under the 
domain, the authority, the rule of Satan. If you are a true believer, and you are still holding on to 
the things of darkness, you have been deceived by a former king who now has no authority or 
power over you. The only one Satan had dominion over was the old you in Adam and he was 
crucified with Christ – identified with the body of Christ when He hung on that cross. His body 
was given for us and His blood was shed for us that we might no longer be under the authority of 
the power of darkness – the authority of Satan! That is what we have been rescued from. Look at 
the kingdom we exchanged it for. That word “transferred” in verse 13 means to move or change 
or be conveyed to another realm. In secular Greek, it was used of one who left one area and re-
settled in another area. One translation says “transplanted.” When you placed your trust and 
reliance and faith in Jesus Christ and what He accomplished in our place on Calvary, you were 
transferred, transplanted, conveyed into a new kingdom. You became a citizen of heaven 
(Philippians 3:20a: “For our citizenship is in heaven…”), and the King in the person of His 
Spirit, the Holy Spirit, took up residence within you.  

Thank Him for how he rescued you out of the kingdom or domain of darkness and transferred 
you into a new kingdom – the kingdom of the Son of His love, and it was made possible by the 
giving of His body and the shedding of His blood. Hallelujah, what a Savior! 

 

III.  To Cultivate a Thankful Heart, Focus on Your Redemption (v 14a) 
The “whom” in verse 14 refers to “His beloved Son” in verse 13. In Christ Jesus we have 
redemption paid for by His blood. The concept behind the word, “redemption” is one of the 
most glorious truths of Scripture. It literally means “to set free by the paying of a price.” It was 
used of the common practice in Roman culture (where a large percentage of the population were 
slaves) of purchasing a slave in order to set that slave free.  

Let me take a little side trail here that I believe will be a blessing for you. There are five legal 
courtroom words that the New Testament uses to describe different aspects of our salvation. 
Redemption is one of those words, but I want you to see the other four to get a fuller 
understanding of the salvation we are to be so thankful for. 

1.   Justification – This word pictures us standing before the just judge of the universe, guilty 
and justly condemned with no defense. But because the righteousness of Christ that has been 
put on our account (1 Corinthians 1:30: “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became 
to us wisdom from God and righteousness…”), God judicially declares us to be righteous before 
Him in Christ’s righteousness. 

2.   Forgiveness – We will look at this more in a moment, but this term pictures us standing 
before God a debtor with a debt so huge we could never pay it. Because of Christ’s shed blood, 
the bill is marked “paid.”  

3.   Adoption – This concept pictures us standing before God a stranger and because of Christ 
He adopts us into His family as His child – an heir and a joint heir with Jesus.  

4.   Reconciliation – This pictures us standing before God an enemy, but in Christ we become a 
friend of God.  



5.   Redemption – We stand before God as a slave of sin and Satan, but through Christ’s shed 
blood, we are set free!  

Think about it: we were guilty, a debtor with a debt we could never pay, a stranger, an enemy, 
and a slave, and He justified us, forgave us, adopted us, reconciled us, and redeemed us through 
the body of Jesus given on the cross to take the wrath we deserved, and the blood of Jesus shed 
there as a payment for our sin! I just have to stop and worship Him and say with the songwriter, 
“Hallelujah, what a Savior!” Oh how costly to God our redemption was – it cost the Savior, His 
Son, His life, His blood.  

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it; 
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. 
Redeemed through His infinite mercy, 
His child and forever I am. 
         (Fanny Crosby, 1882) 

 

IV.  To Cultivate a Thankful Heart, Focus on Your Complete Forgiveness 
(v 14b) 

The word translated “forgiveness” is a compound Greek word. One word means “from” and the 
other means “to send.” A literal translation is to send away from. Several verses in the New 
Testament emphasize the completeness of our forgiveness – that all of our sins are forgiven. 
Colossians 2:13: “When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions.” Perhaps 
the verse in the Bible that best describes this complete forgiveness is Psalms 103:12: “As far as 
the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”  

 

Conclusion 
How could we not be a thankful people? When we look to our past, we see that at salvation we 
were rescued from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His Beloved 
Son. When we look at the present, we see that we who are in Christ have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. When we look to the future, we see that we have been qualified to share in 
the inheritance of the saints in Light. Thank You, Lord!  
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