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In My Flesh I Shall See God 
Easter 2016 
John 6:35-40 

 
And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall 
never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to 
you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father 
gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no 
means cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own 
will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of the Father who 
sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise 
it up at the last day. 40 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that 
everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; 
and I will raise him up at the last day (John 6:35-40). 
 
Introduction 
 
 For a society priding itself on secularism, I seldom meet a person who 
isn’t “spiritual.”  The “I’m very spiritual” announcement pops up like a jack-
in-the-box when they learn that I’m a pastor, usually as a subtle hint that they 
don’t need whatever services I might be offering.  In the interest of civility I 
generally avoid mentioning that the devil is spiritual.  Spirituality isn’t 
necessarily good.  Today we celebrate Easter, which historically speaking, 
was not primarily a spiritual (if by spiritual we mean immaterial) event—
either for the one resurrected or those observing.  
 When on trial for his life, the Apostle Paul explained to King Agrippa 
that he shouldn’t think it incredible that God raises the dead.  Furthermore 
the resurrection of Christ, Paul submitted, was not “done in a corner” (Acts 

26:26).  In other words, spirituality was not a precondition for knowledge of 
the resurrection.   

Anyone operating within the boundaries of their five senses could have 
been a witness to the resurrection.  It must be emphasized that though Easter 
is certainly a religious holiday, the resurrection of Jesus Christ was not itself 
spiritual but physical.  The Apostle Thomas touched the hands and side of 
the risen Jesus.  
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The Christian faith is not a mystery religion.  Jesus didn’t call upon 
people to abandon common sense and believe in Him against all reason but 
just the opposite.  Not only were the words of Christ self-authenticating, 
containing absolute authority, but the work of Christ was done as a public 
display of victory over death—real death.  Easter is not addressing 
metaphorical life and death.  It addresses life and death in a very material 
sense. 

The promise of Christ, as we saw in the above passage, is that those 
who trust in Him will be resurrected as He was—with a sinless, eternal and 
incorruptible physical body.  In this respect Easter is a very physical holiday.  
Jesus didn’t die on a cross in heaven or in never never land.  He was crucified 
outside the gates of the city of Jerusalem—on a wooden cross, hammered in 
gravel.  And when death couldn’t hold Him, He didn’t float away, unseen 
into a pool of mystery but appeared, spoke, ate and in other ways interacted 
with masses of people. 

The emphasis upon the immaterial is more Platonic than Christian.  We 
think in terms of the physical body as that which creates limitations—a 
prison house for the soul.  We think our troubles lie in the concrete and if we 
could just escape those physical traps our spirits could enjoy unencumbered 
bliss.  But the dilemma of humanity is not merely physical.  Sin has certainly 
corrupted us in a physical sense but it’s not as if our spirits or souls have been 
left untainted.   

There are spiritual, immaterial convictions must be heralded as lofty 
and virtuous.  But in the final analysis, everyone has them, even the most 
desperate atheist.  So in another sense, spirituality can easily fall into the ‘talk 
is cheap’ category.  On Easter Sunday, every Sunday, every day for that 
matter, we can rejoice in the knowledge that man’s greatest enemy, death, has 
itself been put to death.   

When Jesus rose from the dead He answered humanity’s plight in 
totality—both material and immaterial—body and soul.  Herein lies the 
uniqueness of the Christian faith.  No other spiritual or religious system even 
attempts to present what Jesus has presented—Himself, risen from the grave 
as the accepted sacrifice to vanquish the sins of the world and grant a true 
and tangible eternal life to those who by grace through faith call upon His 
name. 

It is precisely here that the resurrection of Jesus distinguishes itself as 
the most powerful, comforting and victorious message. His physical 
resurrection ascends above the common Gnostic presentations that 
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emphasize the immaterial nature of humanity at the expense of the warmth 
of corporeal embraces for which we all long.  

While ministering in China, I was greeted every night by a letter of love 
and encouragement that my wife covertly stowed in some pocket of my 
luggage. Every couple of days I spoke to my children on the phone. These 
things were precious. But they served all the more in igniting my desire to get 
off that plane and hold my family in my arms. It is this kind of genuine 
warmth that the resurrection provides.    

There is a local development company called Anastasi—the Greek 
word for resurrection.  They make houses and offices.  The buildings they 
make contain walls and ceilings and light and warmth.  They don’t create the 
idea of a house—neither is the resurrection a mere idea.  The promise of 
Christ is a hope in that which is concrete—palpable; and this promise has 
been the refuge of the righteous from the very beginning. 
 
The Refuge of the Righteous 
 
 Numerous are the accounts in Scripture of severe and tragic events with 
remarkable outcomes.  
 
Job  
 

We are informed that Job was a blameless and upright man who feared 
God and shunned evil.  His story has become emblematic of suffering.  I 
remember reading it during one of the more difficult periods of my life.  
Calamities of a horrifying nature are recorded in the first chapter. 

The Sabeans had stolen his oxen and donkeys and killed his servants, a 
fire from God burned up his sheep and consumed his other servants, three 
bands of Chaldeans raided his camels and killed those servants and finally a 
great wind came from across the wilderness and struck the house where his 
sons and daughters were eating and drinking and killed them all.  Job’s 
response to this is one of the better known passages in all of Scripture. 
 

Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; and he fell 
to the ground and worshiped. 21 And he said: “Naked I came 
from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I return there. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of 
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the Lord.” 22 In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with 
wrong (Job 1:20-22). 

 
How could Job have such a disposition?  What did he know that would 

grant such a noble response to tragedy?  Job would later speak of the 
resurrection: 
 

For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last 
on the earth; 26 And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That 
in my flesh I shall see God (Job 19:25, 26). 

 
David 
 

In the twelfth chapter of 2 Samuel 12 we read again of a father’s grief.  
David’s baby boy had become ill and David pleaded with God for seven days 
to spare the child; he would fast and lay all night on the ground.  But the 
child died.  David’s servants were afraid to tell him; they didn’t know what 
he might do. 

What David did do was clean himself up, change his clothes, go to 
church and have something to eat.  This surprised his servants.  But David 
explained that he knew he could not bring his baby back, but that he would 
someday be with his baby. 
 
 David would write in the Psalms of the resurrection: 
 

As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be 
satisfied when I awake in Your likeness (Psalm 17:15). 

 
Abraham 
 

Is there a more vexing story than Abraham and his willingness to 
sacrifice his own son?  We learn in the New Testament something that is not 
as readily apparent in Genesis. 
 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he 
who had received the promises offered up his only begotten 
son, 18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 
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19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead (Hebrews 11:17-19). 

 
 It would appear that the godly, in the face of tragedy, are ever ready to 
cast their thoughts heavenward and gaze upon their own lives from a 
perspective of eternity and the power of God to overcome death itself. 
 
Limitless Wisdom and Power 
 
 We fall exceedingly short of understanding the machinations of God if 
we fail to understand His power over life and death; that He holds the keys 
to both.  My ability to instruct my children is very limited—it is limited to my 
wisdom and my power.  I don’t have infinite wisdom and I certainly don’t 
have the power of death; but God does.   

For us a story that ends in death is grim and dire—we throw our hands 
up and remember that we are dust.  But the maker of heaven and earth has 
no such limitations.  If we fail to grasp this, life is only a tragedy waiting to 
happen.  But on account of this life is a victory—even in the face of death 
itself.  For which reason Paul writes: 
 

So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this 
mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory” (1 
Corinthians 15:54). 

 
The Sting of Death 
 

Jesus was continually about raising the dead.  
He raised His friend Lazarus who had been entombed for four days 

(John 11:20-44); He touched a coffin and raised the only son of a widow (Luke 
7:11-16); in the face of mockery and ridicule He raised a twelve year old little 
girl who was the daughter of a man named Jairus (Mark 5:21-42). 
 Jesus raised many people from the dead, yet every last person he raised 
died again died again.  That was not the case when Jesus rose again.  Jesus 
raised Himself from the grave and He would not die again.  He ascended and 
ever lives.  In the final resurrection the promise of Jesus to those who believe 
in His name is: “nor can they die anymore” (Luke 20:36). 
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Mocking death, the Apostle Paul asks death where it left its stinger. A 
story is told of a family confronted with a bee while driving in a car. Panic 
took hold until the father grabbed the bee with his hand. Much to the family's 
surprise the father then let the bee go. As they were preparing to continue in 
their panic, the father showed how the bee had plunged it stinger into his 
hand. The bee may still be about, but its stinger is gone.  
 
True Comfort 

 
I’ve done hundreds of memorial services; some old, some young, some 

who I didn’t know and some I knew very well.  The very first one I did 
almost forty years ago was of a precious person who I loved more than 
anyone at the time.  In events like that it is normal for people to talk in very 
misty terms.  We comfort ourselves with the notion that our beloved friend or 
relative has been set free from the prison of their body and is now floating 
free in an immaterial paradise; and there may be a certain sense in which that 
is true—at least temporarily.  But what we truly desire is to see them, touch 
them, hear their voice and hold them in our arms.  This is the hope of the 
resurrection; not a floating spirit but a warm body.   

Job rejoiced in knowing he would see God.  To be perfectly honest, I 
remember thinking very clearly that I would prefer seeing my loved one to 
see God—seeing Christ.  God is so immense and the notion of loving Christ 
and enjoying His presence elusive to my mind.  But that is my shortcoming—
my limitation.  It was startling when I realized that when this perishable puts 
on the imperishable, when this mortal puts on immortality (1 Corinthians 
15:54) over and above anyone else I will rejoice in seeing my God.  

It is on this day, commonly known as Easter Sunday, that the world 
acknowledges that the stinger of death that was plunged into the son of God 
cannot devour those who trust in Christ and his cross. The comfort is real, 
concrete and eternal. He is risen indeed!  Jesus has made a promise and we 
are called to believe it.  
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Questions for Study 
 

1. What do people mean when they say they are spiritual?  Why is this 
significant/insignificant (page 2)? 

2. Is Easter the celebration of a spiritual or material event?  Explain (pages 
2, 3)? 

3. What is the promise of Christ as it pertains to the resurrection (page 3)? 

4. How is the hope of the resurrection of the refuge of the righteous?  Give 
examples (pages 4-6). 

5. How does the recognition of God’s limitless wisdom and power give us 
hope in our daily trials (page 6)? 

6. What is the difference between death and the sting of death (pages 6, 
7)? 

7. Where does our true comfort lie and how is it secured (page 7)? 
 
 

 
 
 


