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I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES!
Job 19:23-27

Many people probably believe that someone, somewhere
established the celebration of Easter to coincide with spring. The idea
of Jesus rising to new life out of the tomb (though it is only a legend
in their thinking) fits will with the trees, grass and flowers blooming
to new life after the long, cold winter. 

The fact is, Jesus rising from the dead (which is a fact not a
legend) had nothing to do with spring. His resurrection was connected
with the Passover which God established as a festival to be celebrated
beginning sometime around 1400 B.C. Passover was the celebration
of God delivering His people from the bondage of slavery to the
Egyptians—a bondage they had known for 400 years. Passover
required the shedding of an innocent lamb’s blood. That blood was
the key to the people’s release from bondage. Without the blood of
the lamb they would experience the horrible judgment of God’s death
angel, which the Egyptians felt to their horror. Whether God intended
for that celebration to begin in coordination with the natural changing
of the season is up to debate, but not necessary.

Apparently, also, more and more people must agree with the
opinion that Easter is indeed a celebration. Of course they are not
thinking about the celebration of deliverance from bondage. Too
many modern Spring break celebrations (that just happen to coincide
with Easter by the design of some power somewhere) are typically
celebrations exalting bondage to sin. It would be hard to imagine a
greater contrast than the difference between celebrating Christ’s
resurrection so that we can be free from the penalty and power of sin,
and celebrating the very sins that will result in painful consequences
in life and unimaginable suffering in eternity. 
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Easter is indeed a time for celebrating new life. It is a time for
us to celebrate the certainty that Jesus Christ is our living Redeemer.
He who was dead now lives so that we can look forward confidently
to resurrected life with Him. 

Job pondered this amazing truth in the midst of his intense
suffering. He did not know or understand why God allowed him to
suffer so much emotional and physical pain. But in the midst of it all,
he never lost confidence in the reality that he had a Redeemer who
would vindicate him in the end. He was confident that his Redeemer
lives and that he will see his Redeemer in his flesh. We ought to
celebrate that same confidence on this day especially.

Job’s Faith in a Living Redeemer (Job 19:23-27).

Job desired to leave a record in order to be vindicated later
(vv.23-24). He was convinced that he was not guilty before God. The
bulk of this book is Job’s insistence that God was not punishing him
for sin. He stubbornly argued that he was not guilty of violating
God’s laws of morality. His friends, who ostensibly came to comfort
Job in his grief, kept telling him that he had to be guilty of breaking
God’s law because God doesn’t punish righteous people. For
example, Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said: “How long
will you hunt for words? Consider, and then we will speak” (Job
18:1-2). He also argued: “Indeed, the light of the wicked is put out,
and the flame of his fire does not shine” (Job 18:5). “His strong steps
are shortened, and his own schemes throw him down” (Job 18:7). In
light of the fact that Job’s friends were not experiencing God’s hand
of judgment, they must have concluded that they were righteous. In
their humble opinion, Job just needed to live like them.

Could it be that Job’s friends were wrong? What if he really was
righteous? That Job exercised practical righteousness was not just his
idea. When Satan accused God of not allowing humans to sin and
side with Satan, God presented Job as a good example of a faithful
man. And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant
Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright
man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” (Job 1:8). That is an
amazing recommendation. God Himself affirmed that Job was more
righteous than anyone on earth. God Himself compared Job to his
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miserable counselors who falsely accused him of wickedness and
concluded that their righteousness was not ever close to Job’s.

Of course, we know in the end that God helped Job understand
that true righteousness requires complete and absolute trust in God
alone (38-41). Job’s conclusion says a great deal about what he
learned about himself compared to God throughout his painful ordeal.
He confessed, I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now
my eye sees you; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and
ashes” (Job 42:5-6). That is what true faith in the Redeemer looks
like. In any and every age, true faith is being empty of self.

Because Job was sure that he had not intentionally been violent
toward God’s law, he wanted to leave a record for posterity. That is
what he meant by, “Oh that my words were written! Oh that they
were inscribed in a book! Oh that with an iron pen and lead they
were engraved in the rock forever!” (vv.23-24). Before Job
understood his need to trust God fully, his desire was to leave a
record about righteousness. He drew the picture of carving a record
of his life in stone and then filling the carved words with lead. This
would render a permanent record of Job’s defense so that others could
read it after he had died. It appears his desire was to have the final
word about his innocense.

Surely Job’s desire was to write down the requirements of
God’s moral righteousness and how he had tried to live accordingly.
But of greater help than his personal testimony Job had an eye of faith
on the future. Job confidently looked forward to seeing his Redeemer
(vv. 25-27). He believed he had a living kinsman redeemer who
would rescue him in the end. He confidently said, For I know that my
Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth (v.25).

How much Job understood about the Redeemer is subject to
debate. But the word he used to speak of his Redeemer is a very
familiar word for the Old Testament kinsman redeemer. God required
in His law that if a person found himself in certain kinds of difficulty
from which he could not extract himself, his near relative was
responsible to “redeem” him from the problem. A kinsman was
responsible to avenge a relative’s blood if the relative was murdered.
A kinsman was required to redeem his relative from slavery if he had
sold himself because of debt or was captured. A kinsman was
required to redeem a relative’s property that had been sold to pay a
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debt (E.G. Boaz regarding Ruth). A kinsman was responsible to go
to court to vindicate a relative who had been wrongly accused. 

Job needed one of those. Job needed a Redeemer who would
vindicate him. He longed for that person who would stand up for him.
He needed someone who would prove that he was righteous. Or did
Job really need a Redeemer who would pay the price to make him
righteous? That is the object of his faith. Job believed that in the end
his Redeemer was going to stand up and declare his righteousness.

Furthermore, Job was convinced that he would see his
Redeemer in his flesh. “And after my skin has been thus destroyed,
yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my
eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me!”
(vv.26-27). Obvious from this statement is the fact that Job expected
to rise from the dead. Of course, before that happened Job was just as
confident that he would die. If we could imagine the pain he was in,
we would probably agree. His wife told him from the get-go to curse
God and die (Job 2.9). Even if Job recovered and lived many more
years, still he knew he would die.

Job was also confident that having died he would rise again.
Notice a bit earlier in the book Job concluded, “If a man dies, shall
he live again? All the days of my service I would wait, till my renewal
should come” (Job 14:14). The important question in that statement
is: “If a man dies will he live again?” Job’s important answer: “All
my life I am waiting for the renewal of resurrection.”

Job planned on rising from the dead with some kind of fleshly
body in order to see his Redeemer. Though he would die and the
worms would eat his flesh, Job was confident that yet in my flesh I
shall see God (v.26). He planned to see with his eyes, not a stranger
but God! Pause for a moment to consider how amazing that statement
is. All of Job’s arguments make it clear that his battle was with God.
He knew that all his trouble and pain came from God’s approval. He
affirmed that understanding when he responded to his wife, “Shall we
receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?” (Job 2:10b).
The essence of Job’s argument is that he wanted to get face-to-face
with God in order to try to defend himself. “As for me, I would seek
God, and to God would I commit my cause” (Job 5:8). He just
wanted to know why God was allowing this suffering. “I will say to
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God, Do not condemn me; let me know why you contend against me”
(Job 10:2).

Now observe that Job realized that the God who he was battling
is the God who is also his Redeemer. His conclusion was, “I know
that my Redeemer lives (v.25), and I shall see Him” and “He is God”
(v.26). What a conflict must have raged in Job’s soul. No wonder he
confessed, “My heart faints within me!” (v.27).

Job’s desire to argue face-to-face with God is interesting. Job’s
confidence in the living Kinsman Redeemer is encouraging. But let’s
consider some very important lessons that Job taught us through his
trial and conclusions.

Jesus is the Living Redeemer Who Deserves Our Trust (vv.23-
24).

Job desired to leave a permanent record of his practical
righteousness, hoping that it would vindicate him in the end. Does the
record of your life vindicate you? Unlike Job, we are not righteous.
God does not challenge Satan to consider us. He could not, and it is
a good thing He does not. God has never said to Satan, “Have you
considered Whitcomb who is blameless?” I am like all humans.
Righteousness eludes us.

We are born unrighteous. No one comes by righteousness
naturally. Righteousness is determined by God’s character which is
perfect and holy by nature. God did not become holy but has always
been completely free from sin. We who God created in His own
image are not quite the opposite of that. Because our forefather Adam
fell in sin, all of us from that time forward are born in sin. Paul
explained it like this: Therefore, just as sin came into the world
through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all
men because all sinned– (Romans 5:12). Therefore, it is also true that
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).

Because we are born indwelt by the sin nature, we continually
sin. We cannot help but sin. God assesses all of us as completely
separated from him by our sin nature, our lack of righteousness. Of
the human race God says, No one understands; no one seeks for God.
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one
does good, not even one (Romans 3:11-12). We are therefore God’s
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enemies. James declared, You adulterous people! Do you not know
that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever
wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God
(James 4:4). 

Being the enemy of God is not a favorable position. We are
much like Job who argued with God having put himself in a position
of conflict with God. But in reality, we are much more enemies of
God than Job who simply argued with God. Therefore, because of our
obstinate rebellion, we all deserve God’s wrath. Paul described us
well. And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience – among whom we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind (Ephesians 2:2-3).

That is a horrible condition to be in before God. But worse is
the fact that no amount of good works or law-keeping will ever
change our conflict with our Creator. In fact, by works of the law no
human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law
comes knowledge of sin (Romans 3:20).

Possibly there are people who willingly acknowledge that we
all are born in sin and are in conflict with our Creator. But they might
also believe that such a condition is not too consequential because
when we die that is the end. It is all over. We just kind of go out of
existence. Such is not the case. God teaches plainly in the Bible that
everyone will be resurrected to face the Creator/Judge. When Jesus
showed John visions of the end times, John recorded: Then I saw a
great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw
the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And
the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to
what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it,
Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were
judged, each one of them, according to what they had done
(Revelation 20:11-13).

This text teaches that every person who does not have a
Redeemer who bought them out of sin will face the Eternal Judge.
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The basis of their judgment will be the actions and attitudes of life –
like works etched in stone and filled with lead. The works cannot fade
away. There is nothing to cover them. Those works will never
vindicate anyone but will serve to condemn everyone. The penalty for
our sin against our Creator is eternal condemnation, hell, the lake of
fire. John continued to describe what he saw: And if anyone’s name
was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake
of fire (Revelation 20:15).

Because we are God’s enemies by nature and because the
consequences of that rebellion are eternally horrific, we desperately
need a Redeemer. When the books are opened that reveal our sin, we
will come face-to-face with our need. Our sin murdered God the Son
on the cross. We need a Redeemer to deliver us from the penalty
murderers deserve. Because all humans are guilty of the same crime,
who will our Redeemer be? Our sin caused us to lose our inheritance.
God created us to have fellowship with Him. God created us to live
in paradise with Him. All of that is lost because of sin. We need a
Redeemer to buy back our lost estate. Our sin has taken us captive.
We are slaves to sin. We are in bondage to the worst possible
taskmaster. We need a Redeemer who can buy us out of slavery. Our
sin is a debt against God we can never pay. We need a Redeemer who
can pay the debt for us and satisfy God. Who but God could be the
Redeemer? That is what Job concluded. We need a living Redeemer.

Do you plan to see your eternal Redeemer or the eternal  Judge?
Jesus is the ever-living Kinsman Redeemer. He is our near relative.
How can Jesus be our near relative? He is altogether God. God the
Son is eternally the co-equal with God the Father and God the Holy
Spirit. Jesus of Nazareth, God the Son, taught that He is equal with
God. He said often, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). And
yet God the Son laid aside His glory to become one with us humans.
Paul told us the wonderful story when he wrote to the Philippian
Christians. “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing,
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross (Philippians
2:5-10).
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Because we sinners are human, only a human can be our
Redeemer. But because all natural born humans are sinners, no one
can redeem another. Therefore, God Himself had to identify with us
fully in order to become our Redeemer. By becoming one with us, we
become one with Him when He redeems us. This is God’s plan. For
all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba!
Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs – heirs of God and fellow
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may
also be glorified with him (Romans 8:14-17).

Jesus, the God-man, who became one with us, is our eternal
Redeemer. We need a Redeemer who stands before the offended God
and offers the price for our salvation. Therefore, Jesus the Redeemer
had to walk out of the tomb. He had to rise from the dead in order to
be the Redeemer of the living. If He is dead, we have no hope of
resurrection. But because He is the ever-living Redeemer, we know
that we too will rise from the dead to be glorified along with Him. 

We rejoice in God’s great promise that assures our resurrection.
Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body
must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on
immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is
written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your
victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and
the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:50-57).

Like Job we will see our Redeemer with our eyes. John
promised us, Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will
be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall
be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure (1 John 3:2-3). Job’s
Redeemer lives and we will see Him.
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But will you see Him as your Redeemer who paid the price to
buy you out of sin’s penalty of hell? If not, you will see Jesus only as
the eternal Judge. The same Jesus who is our Redeemer from sin’s
penalty because He paid the price for us is the eternal Judge who will
condemn every sinner who does not accept Him as Redeemer. The
empty tomb is pointless to everyone who is content to be enslaved to
sin. The empty tomb doesn’t mean anything to a person who could
not care less about resurrection, the judgment seat of Christ, or eternal
condemnation.

The person who is not impacted by the empty tomb will be
eternally impacted by the Great White Throne of Christ. Jesus taught,
The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, that
all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does
not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. Truly,
truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed
from death to life (John 5:22-24).

This is why we celebrate Easter. Christmas is a wonderful
celebration of God the Son becoming one of us in order to fulfill
God’s law, to live perfectly, to die innocently in order to pay sin’s
penalty. But if His dead body was still in the tomb, He failed. If Jesus
failed, He cannot be our Redeemer. If our Redeemer is not living, He
cannot be our Redeemer. But, I know that my Redeemer lives, and I
know that one day I will see Him with my eyes.
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