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Biblical Fellowship, Part 1 

Being a Blessing 
 
In Genesis 12, the exhortation is given to the people of God, an exhortation that is repeated 
throughout Scripture, that as children of God we have been “blessed to be a blessing.” 
 

Genesis 12:2, “...and you shall be a blessing.” 
 

Speaking of His restored people, God says this; 
 

Ezekiel 24:26, “And I will make them and the places around My hill a blessing... They will be 
showers of blessing.” 

 
Zechariah 8:13,  “And it will come about that just as you were a curse among the nations, 
O house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you that you may become a blessing...” 
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1 Peter 3:9, “...give a blessing instead...” 

 
Indeed as ones who name Christ, we are to be a people who bless.  This is to say that we are to 
bring the Kingdom of God to bear upon those around us. We are to bring: 
 

• The Joy of the Kingdom.   
• The Promise of the Kingdom.   
• The Warnings of the Kingdom.   
• The Good News of the Kingdom. 

 
That is the idea behind “being a blessing.” 
 
Now in Scripture, there are three specific realms in which we are to be this blessing:  The family, 
the world and the church.    
 
In the family, this takes the form of: 
 

• Honoring our parents.   
• Submitting to one another.   
• Respecting.  
• Loving.   
• Caring.    
• Encouraging. 

 
In the nation/world this takes the form of: 
 

• Evangelism. 
• Being salt and light to our world.   
• Warning.   
• Exhorting.   
• Proclaiming.    

 
In the church this takes the form of fellowship. 
 
Now it is in the arena of the church that I want to discuss with you the concept of “being a 
blessing,” or better yet the idea of biblical fellowship.  Here are that questions that I hope to 
address: 
 

• What is Biblical Fellowship? You hear a lot about it.   
• What part should this “fellowship” have in the body of Christ?   
• How do we participate in it? 

 
The word used in Scripture for “fellowship” is κοινωνία (koinonia): It can refer to a legal 
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partnership, wherein one is bound to another (Luke 5:10), or it can refer to an intimate and close 
relationship in which two or more things are identified as one (Hebrews 2:14). Its root comes from 
κοινός (koinos) which is translated as “common,” or “to have in common.” 
 

Jude 3, “Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common 
salvation...” 

 
Acts 2:44, “And all those who had believed were together, and had all things in common.” 

 
Now this sense of “commonness” is the primary idea behind fellowship or koinonia in Christ’s day.  
In fact listen to the words of Paul used to modify this term. 
 

2 Corinthians 6:14-15, “...for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what 
fellowship has light with darkness? Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a 
believer in common with an unbeliever?” 

 
From these four words you get this idea. We see it further in Hebrews. 
 

Hebrews 2:14, “Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also 
partook of the same...” 

 
Since humanity is that which all mankind has in common, Christ became a man thus making 
“humanity” something that God now has IN COMMON with us!  And so, FELLOWSHIP is a term 
used to denote a relationship of communion, togetherness, partnership, or COMMONNESS. And 
when that commonness is mutually enjoyed, the participants are said to have fellowship. 
 
Now notice that “fellowship” as used in our culture has an element of study and so learning built 
into it. A medical doctor in training can assume a one year long fellowship in which he trains under 
an attending physician. In this case, the student participates in an intensified form of learning, 
which again we call a fellowship. And so it is in the Kingdom of God. The fellowship into which we 
are brought upon conversion involves discipleship, growth, learning (cf. Matthew 28:18-20; 2 
Timothy 2:2; Deuteronomy 6:6-7). 
 
In light of all of this, note that fellowship (the mutual enjoyment of two or more people’s 
commonness) can occur in many different settings: 
 

• In a cult.   
• In a prison.   
• At an athletic event.  
• On a street corner.   
• Between total strangers.   
• And even between the greatest of enemies. 

 
So, what is the essence of BIBLICAL fellowship? How does biblical fellowship differ from what is 



 
 

4 | P a g e  
 

   

enjoyed in a cult, prison, bar, etc.?   

Positional 
 
First, biblical fellowship is positional.   
 

1 John 1:3, “What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also...” 
 
This is in reference to the gospel, the good news of the coming of Christ. 
 

1 John 1:1-2, “What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with 
our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life- and the life 
was manifested, and we have seen and bear witness and proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and was manifested to us.” 

 
As a disciple of the Lord, John not only heard the glorious news of Christ’s Kingdom, he… 
 

• Witnessed its coming.   
• Himself partook of the Kingdom.   
• Held it in his grasp. 

 
Jesus is a King who came to this earth to reconcile sinful man to God. Through the fall, Satan 
successfully led a coup against the Kingdom of God whereby mankind became subject to the 
Devil’s authority. By tempting man with the idea that if they rebelled against God Adam and Eve 
would be able to rule over a kingdom of their own, Satan got our first parents to sin against God. 
This did not result in a kingdom of their own, but hostility from God and slavery and servitude to 
the Devil. 
 
Yet God was unwilling to allow mankind to perish in their sin and rebellion. He became a man and 
offered Himself in the place of man.  He would die on the cross on account of our rebellion.  He 
would in fact for a time become the subject of Satan (cf. Mark 3:27).  By this glorious sacrifice 
AND through His resurrection whereby He broke the power of Satan over death, Jesus would 
deliver many out of the Kingdom of Satan into the Kingdom of God. 
 
Now it was this message that John was proclaiming in the epistle before us. He wrote this letter 
that many more might be delivered from the Kingdom of Satan. And what was his intended goal? 
 

1 John 1:3b, “...THAT you also may have fellowship with us...” 
 
This is a purpose clause which reveals the reason for the writing of this letter: The creation of a 
fellowship!  Now at first glance, this sounds somewhat contradictory. One of the last commands 
that Christ gave to His disciples, which included John, was that they were to... 
 

• “Make disciples” (Matthew 28:18-20).   
• Make learners of the kingdom of God- which implied a conversion of sorts.   



 
 

5 | P a g e  
 

   

• Endeavor to deliver men and women held bondage to Satan on account of their sin. 
 
Yet here we read that John’s purpose in preaching the good news of Christ was the creation of a 
fellowship! Now either the stated purpose of this verse reflects a misunderstanding on the part of 
John, or “fellowship” carries a meaning in Scripture that is far different from what we generally 
attribute to the term. As you might have guessed, it is the later. In Scripture, biblical fellowship 
denotes primarily, a relationship with God. 

Relationship with God 
 
Genesis 17:7, “And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after 
you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
descendants after you.” 
 
The aim of redemptive history from the very beginning was the creation of... 
 

• A people that God would oversee!   
• A people who would have a special bond with God.   
• A Fellowship! 

 
And thus we read at the time of Moses: 
 

Exodus 6:7, “Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God...” 
 
The aim of the Exodus was the creation of a fellowship.  David furthered this idea: 
 
2 Samuel 7:24, “For Thou hast established for Thyself Thy people Israel as Thine own people 
forever, and Thou, O Lord, hast become their God.” 
 
The aim of the monarchy once again was the creation of a fellowship.  The birth of Christ was 
heralded in these terms: 
 

Matthew 1:21, “And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who 
will save His people from their sins.” 

 
The aim of Christ’s first coming was the creation of a fellowship.  And this promise is brought into 
perfect and full fruition at the consummation of the ages. 
 

Romans 21:3, “And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself shall be among them.’” 

 
The end of all things will be the creation of a fellowship. 
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Commonness with God 
 
While we were in Satan’s domain, we had very little in common with God. Yet in Christ, we now 
have much in common with God, specifically and fundamentally our humanity. In the incarnation, 
Christ took upon Himself flesh and blood (cf. Hebrews 2:14).  As we relate to God we do so on 
the basis of our commonness, specifically the person and work of Jesus Christ! 
 

Commitment to be a Learner 
 
Our fellowship with Christ is based upon the commitment to be a learner of Christ and His 
kingdom (Matthew 28:18-20).  As we read John’s words in 1 John 1:3, we recognize that the 
GOAL of John’s apostolic ministry was nothing less than the promise alluded to in Matthew 28 or 
Genesis 17;  the creation of a people of God. And the word John used to identify this union is 
“fellowship.” In fact, notice the remaining words of 1 John 1:3. 
 

1 John 1:3c, “...and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ” 
 
John is straight forward in his association of our salvation with “fellowship.” And thus, another 
word for salvation in the Bible is “fellowship.” When a man is ushered into the kingdom of God, he 
becomes... 
 

• A member of the family of God. 
• An heir of grace.   
• A CHILD of the living God.   
• A participant in a relationship of FELLOWSHIP with God and Christ. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:9, “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

the reason Paul prayed for the Philippians was because of their“…participation [lit. “their 
fellowship”] in the gospel from the first day until now.” (Philippians 1:5)  Based on this, do you 
see therefore that we never can be “out of fellowship” with God? Salvation brings a person into 
fellowship with God which again is a relationship initiated by the Lord with the sinner. To be out of 
salvation would mean that the person forfeited his salvation. 
 
Biblical fellowship is NOT something that we primarily do. Rather, it is something that all in Christ 
have because of the death and resurrection of Christ! Biblical fellowship is firstly positional. Yet it 
also is experiential. 

Experiential 
 

1 John 1:6, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth”: this verse was given to distinguish the true citizen of Christ’s 
Kingdom from the false. If the characteristic of someone’s life is that of “darkness,”  
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Then we conclude that they are a sham Christian whose profession of faith is false! Yet in contrast 
notice: 
 

1 John 1:7, “But if WE walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, WE have fellowship with 
ONE ANOTHER, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

 
Here we see the horizontal aspect of the fellowship we have in Christ.  As we TOGETHER, that’s 
the emphasis of this verse, walk in the light we... 
 

• Encourage one another to love and good deeds.   
• Pray for each other.   
• Invest in each other unto our walking in the light.   
• Together walk in the light. 

 
We enjoy the experiential benefits of biblical fellowship!  That is the idea here. Yet this is just the 
tip of the iceberg!  In fact, notice that the salvation we enjoy in Christ is spoken about as one 
might speak about a communal emergency fund, that is, something that is owned or possessed by 
all. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13, “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all 
the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, SO ALSO IN CHRIST. For by 
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or 
free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.” 

 
When a person is redeemed, brought back into the Kingdom of God, they become members of 
Christ’s body. The result is a “corporateness” in our living.   
 

1 Corinthians 12:26, “…if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one 
member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.” 

 
While the redemption we have in Christ is exclusively personal/individual, our salvation is not. It 
contains a communal element to it!1 As saved individuals we have a common salvation. 
 

Acts 2:44, “And all those who had believed were together, and had all things in common.” 
 
This is not in reference to their money or possessions, but their life in Christ; their suffering, joys, 
victories, defeats, failures, and successes. That is what redemption does to the believer; it brings 
him into a Kingdom in which the members now enjoy a common salvation! 
 

Jude 3a, “Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common 
salvation…” 

 
The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament put it this way2… 
 

Fellowship with Christ necessarily leads to fellowship with Christians, to the mutual 
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fellowship of members of the community. For this Paul uses κοινωνέω in various 
connections, and in accordance with the meaning the idea of ‘having a share’… (Gerhard 
Kittel & Geoffrey W. Bromiley, July 1985, p. 3:807) 

 
Truly that’s what we have in Christ, a share in one another’s salvation, an interest in it.  
Concerning the Corinthians Paul wrote this: 
 

2 Corinthians 7:3b, “…you are in our hearts to die together and to live together”: in the 
Apostolic church Biblical Fellowship wasn’t a theoretical proposition, but something that 
had practical implications. The life enjoyed in Christ was NOT one’s personal life, BUT the 
life of Christ enjoyed by all! Now this would have radical implications on how the body of 
Christ related to each other- they lived together and died together3… 

 
Philippians 4:14, “Nevertheless, you have done well to share [fellowship] with me in my 
affliction.” 

 
This is an incredible statement, for Paul’s struggles became the Philippians’ struggles. Never was it, 
“I’m sure glad it is them and not me!” Rather it was, “…if one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it” (again, 1 Corinthians 12:26)!  And so, though helping an imprisoned brother or 
sister on account of salvation brought genuine risk, it was unthinkable to forsake the one, for truly 
and in a way, their imprisonment was my imprisonment. 
 

Hebrews 10:32-34a, “But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you 
endured a great conflict of sufferings, partly, by being made a public spectacle through 
reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so 
treated. For you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of 
your property…” 

 
Because Christianity was an outlawed religion in Rome, oft-times service in Christ’s name ended a 
person in prison. Now the penal system of Rome was such that prisoners weren’t clothed or fed. 
These “luxury items” were to be provided by those who cared for the prisoner.  In the case of a 
Christian arrested for being a follower of Christ, this brought about an ethical dilemma. For, if you 
visited a Christian prisoner you would be publically confessing that you yourself were a Christian. 
That meant you too could be arrested as an enemy of the state.   Now if that happened, who 
would take care of your family? Your wife… parents… sons and daughters? 
 
It easily would have been tempting to “entrust to God” the imprisoned brother or sister and so 
abandon them in the name of safety.  Yet the early church didn’t do that because they 
understood something that we have long forgotten.  The salvation you and I have in Christ is a 
literal, non-corporal participation in the body of Christ! 
 

• If one part of the body is ill, all ought to suffer.   
• If one part is honored, all are honored.   
• If one part is grieved, the whole ought to be grieved. 
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In fact, that is part and parcel of what we express every time we participate in the Lord’s Supper. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:16, “Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of 
Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?” 

 
When we take this meal we profess a commitment to Christ and one another for we all constitute 
the body of Christ!  From all of this I hope you see that biblical fellowship is NOT only a position 
into which you are brought on account of you redemption BUT, flowing from this and thus 
secondarily it also is a description of the relationship that exists between God’s people on account 
of the cross.  It speaks of the activity of safe-guarding/watching over the salvation we corporately 
enjoy in Christ! 
 
Do you understand that?  If we had a communal car, a vehicle that we all pitched in equally and 
so purchased together, how would you react if you saw it damaged, mistreated, in need of repair, 
or in of a good bath?  Whatever you might do, I know you wouldn’t say, “Better that car than 
mine!” for it is your car!  Rather, I dare say that if you saw the car 
 

• Dirty, you’d wash it.   
• Broken, you’d try to fix it.   
• Abandoned, you’d drive it home. 

 
That’s what you’d do in a situation of community ownership.  Christian do you understand that in 
Christ we have been introduced to a salvation which is equally shared by all? Because our 
fellowship is with the Father, we necessarily have a fellowship with one another. Salvation is 
community oriented!  We have a responsibility for one another’s salvation.  If someone is weak, 
do you understand that we are ALL weak because the chain is only as strong as its weakest part!  
If someone is struggling, we are ALL struggling.  If someone is honor, so it becomes our corporate 
boast. 
 
Now you must see that the fellowship we have with one another is NOT legal or political; RATHER 
it is organic!  Redemption brings a person literally into the body of Christ!  And so unlike the car 
example, the salvation of Christ involves NOT an externally shared item, BUT a tangible interest in 
and so a responsibility to each other’s salvation- for what is enjoyed belongs to us all!  This brings 
us to the analogy that Paul used of a person’s body in 1 Corinthians 12.   The hand can say all day 
long, “I’m sure glad that I’m not in the shape of the heart… faulty valves, clogged arteries.”  But 
listen if the heart goes, so goes the hand and if the hand loses its grip, the whole body will perish 
in the fall! 
 
So it is as members of the body of Christ. We belong to each other and so have a legitimate 
interest in each other’s salvation!  That is why the excuses we give for a lack of care are so 
weak… 
 

• I don’t know the individual very well.  
• I’m too busy.   
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• That’s not my gift.  
• They don’t respect me. 

 
This may be the case when it comes to addressing the needs of the neighborhood in which we live, 
but these don’t wash with God!  When Paul was persecuting the Christians of his day, Christ said 
this: 
 

Acts 9:43b, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 
 
When the final judgments come and we are held accountable for our deeds done in the body, 
Christ will say: 
 

Matthew 25:40, “Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of 
Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.” 

 

End Notes 
  1 This is not to imply that salvation doesn’t contain an individual/personal element to it. For truly it does. In 
fact, consider the Ordo Salutis. The first seven elements are altogether personal and individual (effectual 
calling through regeneration, faith and repentance, justification, adoption, and definitive sanctification). By 
way of note: this seven-fold progression encompasses what we mean when we reference redemption and 
conversion. Yet the next two elements where we spend our entire Christian life on this earth (progressive 
sanctification and perseverance of the saints) are indeed communal (as will also be our glorification, cf. Rev. 
19-21). They are to be worked out in the community of the body of Christ with the aid and encouragement 
of the brethren. As this is where we live today, we assert that the salvation we primarily have today is 
communal. 
2 Kittel, Gerhard (Hrsg.) ; Bromiley, Geoffrey William (Hrsg.) ; Friedrich, Gerhard (Hrsg.): 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI : Eerdmans, 1964-c1976, S. 3:807 
3 Notice also Philippians 1:7. Paul could write of the Philippians, “For it is only right for me to feel 
this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me.” The salvation we 
have in Christ is like a fellowship meal where an animal has been slaughtered and together we all 
share in the same feast. That is what we have in Christ today! 
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VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
 
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian 
Church meets at Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The 
telephone number of the church is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. each Sunday. Bethel Presbyterian Church is a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web. The web address for all sermons at 
Bethel Presbyterian Church can be found out as follows: 
http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on March 27, 2011.  Greg is the preacher at Bethel 
Presbyterian Church. 
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