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INTRODUCTION 
 
� The primary argument of this letter/sermon has been the supremacy of Jesus Christ as compared to several things 

that the Jewish Christians are tempted to return to because of difficulty of living faithful to Christ in their situation 
� Better than the angels, Moses, Sabbath, High Priest (Mel./Lev.); he then has set out (Ch.8) to show that this 

priesthood is better because Jesus serves a better tabernacle, mediates a better covenant, and now offers a better 
sacrifice than the first covenant – this better sacrifice is what we will consider this morning 

EXPOSITION 

I. JESUS’ SACRIFICE WAS BETTER 

A. Because it is Offered in an Eternal Tabernacle – v.11 

� The first tabernacle was of this creation, made by men’s hands, but not this one - 8:2 
� This one is greater and more perfect because erected by God (“eternal” not used, but assumed) 

B. Because it is Offered for Eternal Redemption – v.12 

� The first tabernacle had the blood of goats and bulls, but Jesus offered His own blood 
� The redemption offered under the first was temporary, but this one eternal 

C. Because It is Offered through the Eternal Spirit – vv.13-14 

� The blood of animals and the purified (in some way) the flesh 
� Jesus offered Himself (as God) through the eternal Spirit (the necessity of His deity) 
� He did this in a way that animals couldn’t (because of no spirit or conscience), but He had a spotlessness (in His 

Spirit and conscience, having never sinned) 
� Because of this, it cleanses the conscience (in the spirit of man) from dead works 
� The outcome of this is to be able to serve the living God with a cleansed conscience 

D. Because it Obtains an Eternal Inheritance – v.15 

� The outcome of this is that as Mediator of the New Covenant His death actually applies to those sins of those 
under the first covenant (who had true faith) 

� The first covenant promised an inheritance of land, but this one promises an everlasting inheritance referred to 
later in the book 11:16 (also 1 Peter 1) 

II. JESUS’ SACRIFICE WAS NECESSARY 

A. Because of the Need of Death for a Covenant – v.16-17 

� The word here is translated as “testament” (NKJ) or “will” (ESV) - it is the same word used throughout for 
covenant (“an oath bound promise”) 

� Where there is a covenant, it assumes the covenant is put into action at that one’s death 

B. Because of the Need of Blood for a Covenant – v.18-23 

� He again goes back to describe how the first covenant was made, with blood by Moses 
� The book of the law was sprinkled, as well as the people, the tabernacle, the vessels 
� In the law there could not be the forgiveness (i.e. remission) of sins without the shedding of blood 
� This signified how the proper result of sin was death 
� v.23 – the copy of the earthly tabernacle was purified by blood, but the heavenly original needed a sacrifice of 

blood better than the animals – the blood of the incarnate Son of God 

III. JESUS’ SACRIFICE WAS FINAL 

� v.24 For a final time (in this section), the author reminds us of the fact that Christ has entered into heaven, what he 
calls the holy places 

� He does so for the purpose of appearing in the presence of God “for us” – as mediator between the God who is a 
consuming fire of holiness and we who are fallen and sinful 

� v.25 In the presence of God, He does not (like the blood of the animals) do so in suffering and sacrifice, because that 
sacrifice is complete 

� v.26 if this were so, then that repetition would have to have been from the beginning of the world 
� Rather, at the “end of the ages”, the last chapter of God’s working in this fallen world, Christ has appeared “once” 
� He appears there to “put away sin” by the sacrifice of Himself that was offered on the cross 
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� This is a primary reason that we hold to a symbolic remembrance of the death of Christ in the Lord’s Supper and not 
any form of repeated sacrifice off a Roman Catholic Mass (or any other form) 

� The Lord’s Supper is not the re-sacrificing, but the memorial of the once and for all time death of our Savior 
� He Himself said “Do this in remembrance of Me” (1Cor11:24-25) 
� This point will be expanded in ch.10 
 
� v.27 The writer then connects this once and for all death of Christ to the appointment of all to die once (not 

repeatedly) - after this death is the judgment 
� v.28 In the same way Jesus dies once and then afterwards is the judgment, not to be judged, but to judge 
� In His death He “bore the sins” of many” – this is not merely example death, but bearing and carrying of the sins as 

the scapegoat did symbolically in the Old Covenant 
� After this once death He will appear a “second time” (in the world), “apart from sin”, that is, not to complete the 

redemptive plan, but “for salvation”  
� Judgment is, for the believer, for the one who is eagerly waiting for Him (think of the Psalms) for salvation, rescue, full 

redemption 
 

APPLICATION 
 

� We do not face the exact struggles of these Jewish Christians because of (for most) our non-Jewish heritage and the 
absence of access to the structures of the Mosaic System - this letter is especially a polemic for those in that struggle  

� That I am aware none of you come from a religious background where there are literally sacrifices offered – this is by 
and large because of a secular upbringing (or some sort of Christian background) 

� If we lived in another land we may have had to struggle with the sacrifices of animism or voodoo 
 
� Most of our religious (or ultimate) ideas are shaped from a very different worldview  
� This worldview sees no place for sacrifice, the shedding of blood for at least one major reason – it does not take sin 

seriously 
� Our thinking is shaped without reference to sin, and sees what “wrong” we do as honest mistakes, character flaws, 

temporary quirks of character, mental illnesses, incorrect upbringing and dysfunctional families – nevertheless, all in 
all we are considered as basically good people just fumbling alone 

� What is primarily needed for “redemption” in this thinking is education – we need to be educated to the “right” thinkgs, 
and if we are then we will inevitably get better individually, and as a human race 

� Because sin is not taken seriously, God is not taken seriously – a God who has created us and to whom we owe 
unerring obedience – a God who has said that the payment-consequence of disobedience (sin) is that we are worthy 
of death 

� This, in the humanistic mind  of non-religion (to which we are tempted) is absurd and offensive 
 
� There is another worldview that we are tempted by, and this seemingly closer to Christianity – a religion of self-

redemption 
� In this view the reality of God and of His having a standard of how we are to live is acknowledged – but the 

redemption that is offered is that of self-righteousness 
� In other words, my sin is forgiven when I do some acts of repentance, pay money to God, engage in voluntary 

suffering of some kind, and in doing so regulate whether God accepts me by my performance 
� The is a “works righteousness” salvation which hinges on things like baptism, Bible reading, prayer, and a host of 

other acts – all which are the basis of my acceptance with God 
 
� Both of these, whether irreligious or religious/Christian are an offense to God and to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
� They do not take God, our sin, or the righteousness of Jesus seriously enough 
� An important way of applying the book of Hebrews is to our particular temptation to “go back” to something before 

Christ 
� This section especially reminds us of just how serious God is about His law and requirements and the reality of our sin 
� Unless we see this we will never take our sin seriously – we will diminish it, we will ignore it, we will excuse it – or else 

we will try to perform sufficiently to atone for it 
� This letter calls us to see our sin for what it is, as exceedingly sinful – but not to leave us there 
� As we seek the exceeding sinfulness of our sin we are to be desperately driven to the Savior 
� ThenFwe take His work on our behalf as deadly serious – and rejoice! 
 
� Do you take your sin seriously enough not to ignore itFnot to try to make up for itFbut to rest yourself on the 

glorious, once for all, redeeming, renewing, gracious death of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
� There ARE works to be done – not as merit, but as a thank offering of love, adoration, worship to God 
� Don’t go back!  Do not apostatize to self-righteousness – it is not better than Christ! 


