
Sermon No  tes:                                  “Christ Speaks to Our Conscience"                                Luke 13:10 – 21  

Remember, Christ had been saying, “You hypocrites!” and “I did not come to bring peace, but division.”  This episode 
proves His words.  A divine healing miracle reveals the sinful heart of the hypocrites and provokes a conflict.  Satan will not 
release his prisoners without a stir.

So Jesus asks a question.  Was it directed to the mind?  Yes, but deeper - to the conscience.  The human conscience 
“speaks.”  Its voice can be drowned out, by out-of-control, pseudo-soothing habits, by frenetic activity, even by religion, but 
always at great cost.  The conscience speaks quietly but incessantly and insistently.  It can be ignored, but at great peril to  
the soul.  It can also be grievously misinformed and ill-trained.

Charles Hodge:  “It is also to be admitted that conscience is much less liable to err than reason (we might also add than  
“feelings”); and when they come into conflict, real or apparent, our moral nature is the stronger, and will assert its authority  
in spite of all we can do.  It is rightfully supreme in the soul…”)

Consider three versions of the Law of God.
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Conscience is not the Law of God written on the heart.  It is the “function” (John Murray) of the human soul that compares  
and discerns and judges between right and wrong.  It bears joint witness with something else.  Ah, but what version of the  
Law?

Conscience must be properly informed before being transformed or transformational.  But right thinking will lead to right 
acting.

Verse 18 begins with a “therefore”.   Well,  the previous statements must be connected to this subject of the 
“Kingdom of God.”  This Kingdom is like… casting seed, a small, slow-growing, but powerfully enlarging force; like leaven, 
yeast, “hidden” but powerfully and silently pervasive in its effects.  That is what Jesus had been doing.

Christian ministry is about freeing people from Satan’s tyranny, addressing the consciences, in order to plant seeds and hide 
yeast in the souls of men so that, being transformed by the power of the Word of God, the Kingdom of God is expressed  
through the worship and obedience of the Church to her King.  You can never expect that the consciences of others will be  
convicted until yours has been wounded, given peace by grace, used to inform and enable reformed action, and so lives by  
the power of the Gospel continually.
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