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2 Corinthians 5:16–17  

16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though 
we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no 
longer.  

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have become new. 

 
 

A New Person 

2 Corinthians 5:16-17 
 
 
INTRO: 
 
 Paul has been talking to Christians. He told us we when we die we will have a home 
in heaven. While we are here at home in the body, we need to live to please Him, 
because His opinion is the only one that matters. Then he told us how he looked at what 
Christ did. The Lord Jesus Christ’s love compels us to live for Him who died for us. 
Because this is our goal, our evaluation of people is changed and our lives radically 
transformed. 
 
I. Transformation of Insight 
 
2 Corinthians 5:16     “Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to 
the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we 
know Him thus no longer.” 
 

A. The first thing that changed because the Lord’s love compels us to love for Him 

who died for us is our view of others. “Therefore, from now on we regard no one 

according to the flesh.”  

 

1. What does this mean? We get a clue from something Paul wrote later in this 

epistle  

2 Corinthians 11:18    “Seeing that many boast according to the flesh, I also will 

boast.”  

They boasted of their own accomplishments. Paul boasted of his sufferings. Both 

the detractors accomplishments and Paul’s sufferings were eternal things. 

 

2. We no longer see peoples like other people do. We do not look at their 

outward things. We look as best we can at their spiritual identity.  

 

B. Paul then illustrates this by talking about how he perceived Christ.  

2 Corinthians 5:16    “Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, 

yet now we know Him thus no longer.”  
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Before he was converted, Paul knew about our Lord Jesus Christ as the man, 

prophet, teacher, and itinerate who wandered the countryside of Israel and made 

trouble for Pharisees like himself. Then salvation happened and Paul met Christ as 

He is, the Son of God, and his Lord and Savior. He then realized that since Christ 

died for him, he needed to live for Christ who died for him.  

 

II. Transformation of Being 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17    “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 
 

A. Not only did Paul’s commitment to living for the Lord Jesus Christ who died on his 

behalf change the way he looked at people. It changed Paul himself completely and 

should change each one of us the same way. 

 

B. The conclusion which follows is that being in Christ changes everything. What 

does it mean to be “in Christ?” This phrase is repeated many times in Paul’s 

writings. 

 

1. We understand it when Paul told us that “in Adam” we all died. In Adam is our 

natural state. We all sinned in Adam and the consequences of Adam’s sin was 

passed to all of us who are human. We were born sinners and enemies of God. 

 

2. When we are saved, we are “in Christ.” We are joined to Him and we receive 

all the benefits of His cross work. We receive grace in the beloved One.  

 

C. What happened because we are “in Christ?” We are “a new creation.” This is 

a radical change from the inside out because of the Spirit of God in us. Often this 

fact is downplayed or even overlooked entirely. But the Bible is clear about this. The 

process of salvation is described in strong terms. Here are three of them. In John 

5:24 we read.  

“Verily, verily, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent 

Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from 

death into life.” 

Ephesians 2:4-5 tells us,  

“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 

us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ 

(by grace you have been saved),” 

 

D. Paul described this change further in two phrases in our text here in 2 

Corinthians 5:17. 
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1. “Old things have passed away.” What passed away? The old person’s 

disrespect of God. His trying to please God by reforming himself and trying to get 

holy so he or she is acceptable to God. Paul probably was thinking of their old 

resort to paganism or the old Jewish resort to the sacrifices described by the law. 

He also meant the old way we lived for this world. Paul described the pre-

converted life in several places,  

Ephesians 2:1–3    “We were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once 

walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among 

whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 

desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just 

as the others.” 

 

2. “Behold, all things have become new.” What became new? I think the best 
way to answer his question is to take a side trip through 1 John. They key idea in 

1 John is, ”Hereby we know that we know.” (1) We know that we know 

because we want to keep His commandments. (1 John 2:5). (2) We know that 

we know because we love the brethren (1 John 2:10). (3) We know that we 
know because we cannot live in sin, but want to live in righteousness (1 John 
3:4-5). 

 

3. Don’t miss the little word, “behold,” here in this verse. We should be able to 

see the newness of life in us. 
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“I sing a New Song since Jesus came 

I serve a new Master, wear a new name  

Walk a new road, Have a new goal  

Know a new peace, down deep in my soul.” 

 

“Born again there’s really been a change in me. 

Born again just like Jesus said, 

Born again and it’s all because of Calvary 

And I’m so glad that I’ve been born again.” 

 

“Things are different now something happened to me 

When I gave my heart to Jesus 

Things are different now, I was changed it must be 

When I gave my heart to Him. 

 

Things I loved before have passed away, 

Things I love far more have come to stay. 

Things are different now; 

Something happened that day 

When I gave my heart to Him.” 


