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                                         David's Great Fall: The Way of Escape 

 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 119:1-8                                            Hymn #80-  How Firm a Foundation 
1st Scripture:  1 Corinthians 10:1-13                              Hymn #454-  My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 11:1-3                                          Hymn #27-  Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 

 
Introduction:   

 Last time, we have begun to consider the first two verses of chapter eleven, as we are 

attempting to ponder the critical details of David's great fall.  And, we have seen that the 

grievous sins, which David outwardly commits, in verses four and following, are rooted in the 

inward desires, to which he surrenders, in verses one and two.  Sin begins in the heart; in the 

inner man, as our remaining sinful desires (lusts of the flesh), being left unchecked, are enticed 

by outward temptation, leading to the inward conception of sin, which is ultimately born and 

revealed, in outward, visible acts.  David's own inner lusts, propagated further by his multiple 

marriages, found the opportunity to spawn, when he failed to go out to war, at the time, when 

king's were called to do so.  David should have been leading the Israelite army, out against the 

Ammonites, so as to avenge his ambassadors, who were wrongly and grossly shamed by them.  

But he stayed back, and sent Joab out, to do the work instead.  And so, he was idle, vulnerable 

and caught off guard by a powerful temptation, to which he would ultimately succumb.  

 Waking up from an afternoon nap, David took a stroll out on the roof of his palace.  And 

as he looked upon the city, he noticed a beautiful woman, named Bathsheba, bathing on the roof 

of her house.  And he watched, and he gazed, and he lusted, and sin was conceived in his heart.  

And now, as his heart was being reeled in, he sets off to act upon his conceived lust.  But even 

now, there is a means of escape, provided by God; a chance to regroup, to confess the inner lust 

and escape the mouth of the lion, before the damage becomes irreparable, as it were.  A 

legitimate abortion is still possible; the small fire can be put out, and a blaze can be prevented, 

should David heed the Lord's warning, sent to David, by way of one of his servants.   

 This morning, brethren, we consider the gracious, "way of escape," which God often 

provides, for His beloved children, when they get tripped up and entangled in the snare of 

temptation.  Even now, a way out, and off the hook, will be granted David! 

I.  The Way of Escape 
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 "So David sent and inquired about the woman.  And someone said, “ Is this not 

Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?”  (vs. 3) 

 Having lusted after the bathing beauty, David then seeks to find out about her.  And so, 

he sends to gather information on her, and a response comes back to him.  And in that response, 

her name, "Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam," is given to David.  But accompanying this 

information is a huge "red flag," as well as a gracious escape hatch, sent by God, as a means of 

snapping David out of his already, sin-laden fantasy.  "Is this not Bathsheba...the wife of Uriah 

the Hittite?" 

   Two very powerful, florescent light beams, ought to have struck David, out of his lustful 

stupor, right here!  Is this not Bathsheba... 

 a) "The wife of..."  "David, indeed, the woman is beautiful, but she is joined, by way of 

marriage covenant, to another man.  Hands off!  The only option is 'No option!'  You have many 

wives of your own!  Remain content with them, and do not sin against your God, by eyeing the 

wife of another man.  You are yet, guilty of allowing your eyes to lay hold of her already, but go 

no further; do not aggravate or add to the sin, which has already conceived in your heart!  For, 

now you know that she is 'one flesh' with another man!" 

 b) "The wife of Uriah the Hittite."  "And furthermore, not only is she married, but she is 

married to one of your choice soldiers; indeed, one of your mighty men, who has been faithful to 

you, from of old!  Consider the gravity of your sin, should you go, even a step further!  Uriah, at 

this very moment, fights for you (to avenge you) and your kingdom; indeed, he is out to war, 

where you should be at this very moment!  Would you add such large insult, to the injury, which 

you have already caused your testimony?  You have already shirked your responsibility as the 

king of Israel, by staying back, while your men are out to war.  Would you now, pour acid on the 

wound, by attempting to lie with the wife of one of your most faithful and devout soldiers! 

 And so, brethren, here we find God, sending a very clear and bright signal to David, 

graciously shouting aloud, as it were, "David, stay back!  Retreat from certain disaster!  The 

woman you are after is married, and furthermore, she is married to one of your choice soldiers, 

who is at the very battle, where you should be!  Indeed, let this way of escape; let this warning, 

which I have provided, lead you to repentance, for that which you have already done, before 

great damage and large consequences erupt! 
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II. God's Lifeline for His Tempted Children 

 Oh brethren, consider the glorious grace of God, revealed here, in that, He often sends an 

additional lifeline, when we are caught in the beginnings of temptation.  He remembers that we 

are but dust, and even when we have begun to succumb to temptation, there are precious ways, in 

which, He sends out a rescue call, as it were.  Sadly, we can yet, harden ourselves further, 

refusing the lifeline, but if we are honest with ourselves, and with God, we can look back, and 

see those escape hatches, very clearly, such that we are doubly without excuse, when we sin!  

And all the more, the consequences fall upon our own heads!  For, although God is not obligated 

to do anything, when we tamper with and surrender to temptation (we are responsible to be 

awake at the watch post), He yet, sends us lifeboats and rescue choppers, calling us to pull back 

from certain danger.  

 Consider again, what the Apostle Paul tells us, in 1 Corinthians 10:13, with reference to 

this reality: "No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is 

faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation 

will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it." 

 Now, brethren, as we look at this text for a short time, let me preface my comments with 

an important note.  You probably have heard this text used in two different ways.  Some have 

used this text, in such a way, as to understand the "temptations," that Paul is talking about, in 

more of a trial/testing sense.  In other words, they would see this as speaking with reference to 

the trials and sufferings that we must endure.  And, to that end, we can be encouraged through 

our trials, knowing that we will not be tested beyond what we are capable of enduring, for God 

will help us bear up under them, and ultimately, in due time, He will provide a way out.  And 

furthermore, such an interpretation provides encouragement, reminding us that our trials are not 

unique to us.  We are not alone.  Others have suffered the same kinds of trials throughout all of 

history, and others today, still face the same trials.  You see, when you believe that your 

suffering is unique, it can be very disheartening, seeing that no one can relate to you.  But when 

others have suffered in like ways, there is hope and encouragement, knowing that you are not 

alone, and that, if they got through it, so will you.  That is one way, in which this text has been 

emphasized. 
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 But secondly, others have utilized this text, in such a way as to address the temptations, 

which we all face, as we tread forth to glory.  And the encouragement here, is to know that 

though our temptations (to sin in various ways) may be fierce (at times), God will never allow us 

to be tempted beyond what we are capable of enduring.  And He will further, always provide a 

way of escape, during the temptation, so that we can overcome.  And to that end, again, no one 

suffers any kind of temptation, that others have not experienced, as well.  We are not alone, in 

our having to endure the wiles of the enemy. 

 Now, which interpretation is correct?  Well, the Greek allows for both understandings.  

The same word for "testing" is used for "temptation."  And the context allows for both.  The 

context warns of falling into (giving into) temptations, and especially during times of trial, with 

Israel's wilderness wanderings, providing the guiding example.  The Israelites were often 

tried/tested by God in the wilderness, but during those trials, they had faced temptation from the 

enemy; temptations, to which, they often succumbed. 

 Well brethren, as I thought about this matter, I have come to embrace the interpretation 

that recognizes both understandings as legitimate.  And part of the reason for this conviction is 

that trials and temptations, often go together.  Though there are differences; God tests His 

people, but He never tempts them, both exist in the same context.  We can put it this way: God 

tests His people by bringing them into various trials, and as a part of this process, He allows 

them to face the temptations brought upon them by the world and the devil.  And in doing so, He 

superintends the whole ordained process, ensuring that both the trial and the temptations, never 

exceed our ability to endure both.  But rather, He provides every bit of needed strength, by His 

Spirit, while granting a means of escape, in the process as well, leaving us without excuse, when 

we fall.  In the Garden temptation of our first parents, God ordained and superintended the event 

that had taken place (He was not ignorant of all that was happening), but satan, out of the evil 

intention of his wicked heart, was the one who had tempted Eve.  Eve had everything she needed 

to overcome the temptation, but of course, she gave in, as did Adam, following her advance. 

 And so, brethren, I say all of this, to highlight the relevance of this passage, in support of 

my main point for this morning, without casting away the value, of that which is found here, by 

way of encouragement, concerning the difficult trials that we all face. 

 Having completed the preface then, note three critical facts about the temptations that we 

face, brethren, as we prepare to move into a few closing applications: 
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 1) The temptations that we face are not unique to us.  Every temptation we face, is 

common to man.  That is to say, that, our experiences of temptation, are never unique.  Others 

suffer the same exact temptations, with the same level of force, from the same enemy, who uses 

the same methods to tempt God's people, throughout all of history. 

 2) God, being faithful, never leaves us alone in our temptations.  Rather, He superintends 

them, ensuring that we are not tempted beyond what we are able to bear.  Every spiritual tool 

necessary to overcome any temptation, is always accessible to us, during times of temptation.  

God does not permit "veteran level" temptations, to infiltrate the lives of new believers.  Satan 

has a leash around his neck.  And though he always means to work evil; and though he would 

gladly loose the leash (if he could), he can go no further than God allows.  [Job- "You may do 

this, but go no further...etc"---first, he could not touch his person, then he could not kill Job] 

 3) God provides the way of escape, to accompany every temptation, which we must 

endure.  He, who ordains the trial, also provides the way out.  This is an additional preventative, 

against sinning, and a certain hope, of coming through, to the other side of the trial.  In our text, I 

believe that God used the voice of one of David's servants, to open up the escape hatch, in this 

regard.  However, as we will see next time, Lord willing, David yet refused it.  And this will lead 

to an enormous heap of catastrophic consequences, for David and his family.   

 

III.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Brethren, let us then close, by considering a few relevant applications for us, in light of 

all that we have gone over, this morning. 

 1) Since every temptation we face, is not unique to us, brethren; since every temptation is 

common to man, let us never deceive ourselves into assuming that our particular circumstances, 

could ever justify our giving in to sin.  Without diminishing the great difficulty of certain trials 

and temptations, brethren, we can never truly say, "Yes, but no one else understands my 

situation," as a means of justifying sin.  Others do understand.  Others were hurt in the ways that 

you have been hurt.  Others have experienced your pain, your sorrow, and probably even worse, 

in many cases.  And among those, who know your particular temptations, there are many who 

have remained faithful.   

 You see, we live in a day, when modern psychology, having no comprehension of every 

man's fallen condition, and the only cure of the Gospel of Christ, seeks to excuse every man's 
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actions, by placing the blame on everyone/everything else, but the individual, who has done the 

present wrong.  "Well, Joey, you are a product of your environment.  Sam couldn't help it, 

because of the environment within which he was raised.  Well, Jane was an abused child.  Tony 

became an axe murderer because his dad used to hit him.  Nina is an alcoholic because her mom 

and dad were alcoholics.  Jill got a divorce because her parents were divorced.  Curt committed 

adultery because of the terrible ways in which his wife treated him.  So-and-so does these bad 

things because of every other reason, but his own sinful heart...etc."  Now brethren, I am not 

saying that environment, past history and various influences, cannot contribute to making us 

susceptible to particular sins, but what of the many people, who have suffered in very similar 

ways, and yet, have not gone down the path of destruction?  What of those who have gone in the 

better direction?  What of the "Josephs?"  You see, without diminishing people's sufferings, 

which are real, and at times, very painful and traumatic, we don't have to respond in a way, 

which dishonors God!  And there are many others, who have experienced such troubles, while 

overcoming similar temptations, by the grace of God, in Christ. 

 Our trials and our temptations are common to men.  We don't have to give in!  

Circumstances of any kind, cannot determine our actions.  There is a real, volitional, delivering 

over of the will, when we sin, regardless of the nature of our trials and temptations.  

 2)  Since God will not allow us to be tempted beyond what we are able, brethren, we have 

great assurance that He will provide us with every means necessary, to overcome any and all 

temptations!  Now, we can neglect those means, but they are available nonetheless.  We can 

never say, "The temptation was just too strong.  I could not control myself."  To say that, is to 

call God a liar.  And again, it flies in the face of all who have endured and overcome the same 

temptations.  Whatever trial we face; whatever temptation we must endure, we can presume at 

every moment, that our gracious God is superintending, every facet of every trial that we face, 

brethren!  This gives us great hope that we can and will overcome, as we wait upon Him.  We 

can remain faithful; we can endure the pain and the hurt; we don't have to choose the way of sin, 

remembering that, at any moment, God can lead us to the other side, of whatever it is, that we are 

facing.      

 3) Beware of rejecting the "way of escape," which God provides, as you face temptation.  

David was loudly confronted; he was "walled in," concerning the path that he was taking.  "Is 

that not the wife of..."  "That is the wife of Uriah the Hittite."   
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 Brethren, there are ways that we can turn away from, and close, God's escape hatches, 

and we must be aware of this.  We are so liable to deceiving ourselves, that we can hum our way 

past God's loud warnings, with both hands over our ears, as if we can somehow then justify our 

failure to observe God's warnings.  And we do this, because we want our way.  We are 

convinced that it is best, and will most suit our desires.  We are hooked by the attraction; we 

have given our hearts over to it, and we do not want to turn back.  The advertisement just looked 

so good, making us all manner of promises, and we cannot even see the lie...nor do we want to.  

It is a lie and a shame; and God is shouting aloud to us to "turn back," as it were.  But we don't 

want to hear it!  We push forward into the lie and the dream, never seeing the devastating 

consequences that will entail.  We have seen the luscious, lively, tasty bait, and God is loudly 

warning, "See the hook!  See the hook!  Trust Me!  I am God!  Beneath the buffet, lies a toxic, 

poisonous venom.  It is tasteless at the first, but the pain and the suffering and the regret will 

come!  Oh, to embrace such hardship, that will affect so many, all for the sake of a few moments 

of pleasure!  Don't do it!  Don't do it!" 

 And brethren, how do we shun the voice of God?  How do we close our ears and eyes to 

the gracious warning/s, which He sends our way?  How do we run past the escape hatch?   

 By shunning the means of grace!  By separating ourselves from those means, which 

though painful in the short run (after all, they threaten our dreams), are able to save us a load of 

grief in the long run!  "The blows of a friend are to be more desired than the kisses of an enemy!"  

We surround ourselves with ungodly influences and walk away from our "spirit filled," godly 

friends.  We take refuge in the unregenerate, who can sympathize with us; with the children of 

satan, who can offer us a mirage of comfort, in a desert of lies.  We find and cling to those, 

whom we know will support us in our sins, rather than those who will confront us, and urge us 

toward repentance.  We exchange our sincere prayers, for unconscious utterings, and repetitious 

squabble, convincing ourselves that we have fulfilled our duty to God, while our hearts are 

clearly elsewhere.  We praise Him with our lips, while our hearts are far from Him.  We neglect 

to read the Word of God, or if we do, we do not meditate upon it, or we strive to avoid those 

texts, which would confront us with our sins.  We set our camp in the wealth of God's gracious 

words, forgetting the whole time, that God's gracious words are for the repentant!  We neglect 

every means of grace.  We pull further and further away from any place, where the Spirit's 

convicting presence, seems obvious.  And gradually, we back ourselves into a cave of darkness, 
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where our consciences have become numbed, because we have whole heartedly embrace the lie.  

And we throw ourselves into the falsetto, the facade, the Hollywood mirage of our sin, only to 

sow a heap of regret, for many years to come! 

 Oh brethren, God is beyond gracious, giving us everything we need in the battle!  But, we 

must ever beware of our weaknesses, our vulnerability even to self-deception, and our proneness 

to exchanging the unmatched glory of knowing Christ, for a fabricated, unrealistic dream, that 

hides a world of hurt behind it.  Brethren, let us take the battle seriously.  God is indeed gracious, 

but let us never presume upon His grace.  Let us strive to overcome temptation at the root, and 

let us ever avail ourselves to the means of grace, so that, should we get swept away into its 

deceptive grip, we might yet, find ourselves utilizing God's means of escape, and thereby avoid 

piercing ourselves (and others) through, with many sorrows.   

 Indeed, there is yet, great grace for David, even in His neglecting God's warning here.  

But the great costs and consequences of his sin, in this lifetime, certainly hung over his head, 

with a deep, deep sense of regret.  And here, David is our teacher.  The king leaves his testimony 

behind, for us all, calling aloud, "Do not go in here!  Do not go by this way!" 

 

AMEN 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 


