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We read from the word of God as it's found in the Gospel narrative of John 14. The 13th 
chapter of this narrative of the Gospel includes Jesus entering into the Upper Room, 
washing the disciples' feet, dismissing Judas after making the declaration that one of 
them would betray him, then instituting his Supper. Towards the end, he leaves them the 
commandment that they love one another. Then in verse 36 of chapter 13, 

36 Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered 
him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me
afterwards. 37 Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I 
will lay down my life for thy sake. 38 Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay 
down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall 
not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice. 

1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also. 4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 5
Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how 
can we know the way? 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 If ye had known me,
ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, 
and have seen him. 8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and 
it sufficeth us. 9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, 
and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the
Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 10 Believest thou 
not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak 
unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he 
doeth the works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me: or else believe me for the very works' sake. 12 Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and
greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 13 And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be 
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glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 
15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because 
it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you. 18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will 
come to you. 19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye 
see me: because I live, ye shall live also. 20 At that day ye shall know that 
I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 21 He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him. 22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is
it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? 23 Jesus 
answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: 
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him. 24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the 
word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me. 25 These 
things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 26 But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 27 Peace I leave with you,
my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 28 Ye have heard how I said
unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would 
rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I.
29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come 
to pass, ye might believe. 30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for 
the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. 31 But that the 
world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me 
commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence. 

So far we read from God's word.

Our text is found in that sixth verse, John 14:6, and really just the first part of it, "Jesus 
saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life." We took that last part of chapter 13 
to explain why it is that the disciples were troubled with Jesus right now. They're 
troubled because he had told them that he was going to leave them and they would not be 
able to follow him. For three and a half years they had been doing that, they had been 
following him, they had been committed to following him. They sacrificed all kinds of 
things, their family, their jobs in order to follow him so they're committed to following 
Jesus and now when he says, "I'm going to leave you and you won't be able to follow 
me," they're troubled.

Jesus seeks to comfort them and assure them in the first part of the passage in two ways. 
The first way is he wants to encourage them that his leaving is for a good reason and he 
does that by pointing out where he's going to go, "I'm going to go to my Father's house to 
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prepare a place for you. It's with good reason that I'm going to be leaving you. It'll be for 
your benefit that I go to prepare a place for you." Then, secondly, he lets them know that 
they really know where he's going and they know the way that he's going to take to go 
there. That confuses them or at least that's how Thomas presents it, "Lord, we know not 
wither thou goest. How can we know the way?" Our text is Jesus' very brief but very 
complete answer and explanation, "Look at me, Thomas. Look at me, you fearful 
disciples, I am the way, the truth and the life." So we consider another one of the "I am's"
of Jesus recorded in John's narrative of the Gospel and we do that as we anticipate 
commemorating his death this coming Friday night. He is the way because he is the truth 
and he is the way and the truth because he is the life. "I am the way, the truth and the 
life." We consider, first of all, the destination; secondly, the way; thirdly, the three 
reasons why he's the way; and then finally we look at our experience of that way and 
that's very simple, it means that we've got to walk that way.

There is a destination. The destination for Jesus was, as he puts it at the end of our text, to
go to the Father. In the first part of the chapter, he describes it as the Father's house. 
There could not be a kinder and more beautiful way for Jesus to have described heaven. 
What can a mind that's made out of the earth that can only conceive of things that are 
earthly, that's all it can, what can an earthly mind that can only understand earthly things 
get about that which is heavenly? Well, there are a lot of heavenly things but heaven is 
the heavenly.

Sometimes we think heaven is singing, beautiful singing, and when a bunch of beautiful 
voices sings on a bus, then some may make the comment, "If that's what heaven's like, I 
can't wait to get there." Is that heaven? Heaven is really unknown and almost unknowable
to an earthly mind. That being said, Jesus in this passage as well as what you find in other
places of Scripture, this isn't the only time it happens, there are other times too, where 
God puts in earthly expressions that earthly minds can grasp, can get, pictures, it gives us 
glimpses of heaven. I think I've said it to you before: there was a man at a speech not so 
long ago that I heard that heaven isn't home; don't call heaven home because a home is 
where everything is familiar and how can you call heaven home when it's totally 
unfamiliar? It's what makes heaven heaven and so desirable is that it's described as the 
destination. It's the object of our hope. It's what we desire to have. But again, how can 
that be? How can we get it with an earthly mind?

So here in our text, the Lord tells us how we are to conceive of heaven and it's, again, not 
where my mother is and not where your child is, it's not where brother and sister are or 
grandpa and grandma. That's not what makes heaven heaven. What makes heaven heaven
is that Father is there. Father. Psalm 73, familiar words of Psalter 203, "Whom have I, 
Lord, in heaven but thee?" Heaven is to be with God. 

Now in the new dispensation, Jesus goes a step further and he says it's Father's house. 
Now if you take ahold of that, you're going to be able to see that that's why we can call it 
home because home is where Father is first. The great majesty of God. The self-sufficient
one. The Creator of everything. The one whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain. 
That God, that Creator, that one who inhabits eternity wants us to know that he's our 
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Father. Just start there. He establishes a relationship where he says, "Thou I am so 
immense, I have a relationship with you as a gather to a child. I've given you earthly 
pictures. In various degrees that relationship has been good, sometimes not good, but I 
want you to realize that a father generated you. He gave you, it was an act of love 
whereby he reproduced himself in you." That's what made him your Father and just as 
that's true physically, that's true spiritually. This is not the real thing, the real begetting, 
that's the real thing.

Earthly fathers gave us physical life, our Father in heaven gave us a life of which the 
earthly life is a picture, it is the ability to know God. Now maybe we don't get that right 
away but that's life. What is life? It's to know not about him but to love him. That's why if
you love to keep my commandments, that love of God, it's to return because he in love 
gave us life and he gives us a life that will never die. The earthly picture, the earthly life I
got from my father is going to end. We are born to die. The earthly life of begetting me 
took place for my father in the span of seconds. Just as God the Father begets God the 
Son eternally, so the activity of God in begetting us may have an initial action but in a 
certain sense, he never stops in that activity of love of reproducing himself in us. He 
never stops. He makes us to be his child. So special. Now wait a minute, what makes that 
so absolutely fantastic is that this is God doing this. It's not some earthly parents adopting
a child. This is God picked you, reproduces in love himself in you, created you, recreated 
you in his own image and likeness and establishes a relationship.

Every earthly home is dysfunctional to one degree or another and every earthly father has
got tons of weaknesses and the wise fathers are the first ones to admit it and say, "Don't 
look at me, look at him. You have a Father. You've got a perfect Father. I'm just a weak 
little picture of it. I don't love you as I ought. I want to but I don't. Every time I try, there 
is sin involved in it. I fail. Sometimes I get angry. Sometimes I ignore you." God says, "I 
never do and I'm always communicating with you." I've had several people who are 
scared to us the name Father with regard to God because their experiences on earth with 
fathers were so horrifying, then they are making the picture color the reality and this is 
where faith, yes faith, looks up again and says this is a picture, this is only a picture, there
is a reality and that's perfect.

Now, second, Jesus says heaven is Father's house. Father's house. It's in the home that the
gather establishes where he is able to demonstrate and convey his love in the highest way.
It's in the home of the gather that he protects them in the best way. It's in the home of the 
gather that he gives the greatest amount of care in every detail about them and for them. 
And that's what heaven is. Heaven is our Father's home and then Jesus says, "That's 
where I'm going to go and I need to go and when I go, I'm going to go in order to make 
room for you." Now, when we think about it that way, then all of a sudden heaven, 
something hardly knowable, can become extremely attractive, highly desired and eagerly 
anticipated. It's a place of greatest experience of blessing. There will be uninterrupted, 
unchanging comfort and joy. The greatest privilege for God's children is to be in their 
Father's house. Now, one more time: the Father is the one who experiences, who lives life
and the life of the Triune God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, the life of the
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Triune God is in their loving relationship with each other and that intimate, wonderful, 
unceasing, beautiful communion, God says, "That's what I'm going to give to you." 

One more thought: God is everywhere. He's the omnipresent God. Everywhere. God 
wants us to know that although that never changes, he is everywhere present, wherever 
you go he is there. You can say everywhere you are, God is here and God is with every 
one of my loved ones. God is with all my enemies. God is there. God is everywhere, but 
God in order to make this destination that he sets before his children, he creates a place. 
Heaven is a created place now and when the second world is destroyed and he makes a 
new one, there will be new heaven and earth. Now, there is a gulf, a tremendous gulf, the 
firmament divides the waters from above from the waters below. Then, no division. No 
sea to divide and separate as continents do but then the heaven and the earth will be all 
together somehow, we can't get it, we're earthly minded, but somehow the Bible says, 
somehow that new heaven will be a place where God will make his presence known in a 
rich, wonderful, intimate, loving, fatherly way.

Now Jesus says, "That's where I'm going to go and I have to go in order to prepare a 
place for you." The destination, the way. The way is a road, a road to a destination. Jesus 
identifies himself as the road to that destination. There has to be a way. Jesus says, "I am 
that way." To understand that a bit, in the first paradise, we talk about the paradise to 
come so that when Jesus spoke to the repentant malefactor, the thief, he says, "Today 
thou shalt be with me in paradise," that's another name for heaven. In the first paradise, 
God made that special presence experienced through the tree of life. When Adam and 
Eve fell into sin, it wasn't just that God kicked them out of the garden, that wasn't so 
important that they get out of the garden, why they had to get out of the garden is because
God had to keep them from the tree of life. 

Listen to this, this is how Genesis 3 ends, "Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from 
the garden of Eden. So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of 
Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way," to keep
the way, "of the tree of life." Jesus says, "I am the way." There is a road, a path, it's the 
only path, there is one to that destination of the Father's house. Ever since the fall into 
sin, the way is barred. That intimate fellowship that they could experience at the tree of 
life was kept from them. Their rebellion and their sin put them into another house, a 
house of Satan, "Ye are of your father the devil," Jesus said, John 8. Now Jesus comes 
and he says, "For you sinners who have been picked and chosen by God to be his 
children." God cannot, may not because he's so just, just say, "Well, we'll forget the sin 
and the problems and we'll just take you right into my Father's..." No, the Father may not 
do that. The Father has got to create a way that's opened to his Father's house, to the 
Father's house. The Father has got to make a way. He's got to get rid of the sin that keeps 
us from having the right to be on that way.

So now Jesus says, "I am the way." Now notice he doesn't say, "I'll be the guide to show 
you how you have to go." He doesn't even say, "I will walk the way in front of you and 
you just have to follow me. I'll guide you." No, he says, "I'm not a guide to show you, I 
am the way."  Now look at the last part of 14, "no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
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me," the way to the Father. Now very very familiar. This is what makes Friday so good 
is, "Through the sacrifice of my life bearing the hell, the divine wrath that every one of 
your sins and all of your sinfulness has earned for you and that would block the way, I 
have to take the roadblock away. I have to pay the penalty that you have earned with your
sins and sinfulness and I will. I go to prepare a place. My going is going to be to make the
way open. I am the way." You can't come to the Father but by being forgiven and 
declared righteous.

So our Lord Jesus Christ makes it known that he is that way in the way of his death. This 
is what the Apostle Peter meant when he explained that he and John didn't heal the man 
that was lame at Solomon's porch and that got up and walked and leaped and praised 
God, he said Jesus is the way. "Be it known unto you all and to all the people of Israel 
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth whom you crucified, whom God raised from
the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. This," then he quotes 
from Psalm 118, "this is the stone which was set at naught of you builders which has 
become the headstone of the corner." Then this, "Neither is there salvation in any other 
for there is none other name, none other revelation, under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved. I am the way, the only way."

Now I'm really jumping ahead to the end but I want to show you where we've got to go. 
If the way and the only way is Christ experiencing hell for our sins and earning in that 
obedience to the Father perfect righteousness for us so that we have the right to eternal 
life, then that's experienced only in the way of your confessing sin and sinfulness. 
Remember what we're saying? Who does he guide? The meek. The meek, the ones who 
never stop confessing, never stop being aware that they only have a small beginning, 
never stop being conscious of the fact that their depravity is still always with them.

Now, the way is Jesus and there is no man that can come to the Father but through Jesus. 
You want to look up some passages of Scripture in the book of Acts, the Apostle Paul is 
quoted several times as referencing the Christian before they were called Christians, it 
seems they were called "the way." Acts 9:2; Acts 19:9, 23; Acts 22:4; Acts 24:22 called 
"the way." Just that, "the way." That was the Christian faith.

There is the destination. Jesus in his suffering for our sins is the way. Why is he the way?
Three things. 1. He is the way, now this is getting familiar to you, because he's the one 
who said, "I am," and now you children know what "I am" means. "I am" is Jehovah. So 
by saying, "I am the way," Jesus declares, "I can with my suffering, I look like a man, I 
am a man, but my ability to take away the punishment of all of my people, before the 
cock crows you're going to deny me three times, Peter. I am able to take all of your 
denials, all of your sins, all of your sinfulness, and with one death to pay for the 
punishment of your hells forever. I am able because I am Jehovah. I am God."

Canons of Dort, Third and Fourth Head, looking at the efficacy of the death of Christ was
because it was the death of the Son of God. Not just of a man. And that gave to that death
infinite value. Powerful. Able. How did he do that? He entered into our sinful state. He 
became like us in all things. He assumed unto himself, he identified himself with us in 
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such a true and accurate way that it was right and just for God to lay on him the sins of us
all. How did he do that? He says, "I am your brother." Hebrews 2, he identified himself 
with us. He's a brother. It was legitimate for God to place on him the weight and the 
responsibility of our sins and that's how he satisfied. Why could he be the way? Because 
he is God.

2. Why could he be the way? Because he is truth. He is truth. He accurately, clearly 
shows the destination is there and this is the only way to that destination. Everything else 
is the lie. Really? Yup. All of the ways that I think that I am good enough. No, I'm not 
perfect but not bad is a lie. Every time I try to establish myself, make myself good 
enough, righteous, all of my denials that, "That wasn't so bad. That's not a serious sin. 
That's not so serious," are lies. They are inaccuracies. No, call a spade a spade. They are 
lies. Horribly, ugly lies. Jesus is the truth because he is the only one who accurately 
portrays that the way to the Father is through satisfying divine wrath for our sin and 
earning in his own activity of loving God, consciously willingly loving God through 
everything that he did from the first consciousness to the last, he consciously, 
consistently, perfectly loved God. That was his motive for everything he did. "I must be 
about my Father's business," he said at the age of 12. He was so aware of the Father, his 
Father. He wanted to do the will of my Father all his life. That's the accuracy of the way. 
That's being the truth.

Then he revealed that. He is that revelation and so when Peter said to the people in 
Jerusalem who were marveling at this man who was over 40 years old and he could leap 
and walk and praise God, he says, "There is no other name." There is no other revelation 
given among men that's accurate. There is no other way to the Father but by the 
revelation that Jesus, the Son of God, gives.

Now, we're running ahead again but let's apply it quickly. You need Jesus? Everybody 
here is going to say yes, even the little ones. You need Jesus? Absolutely. Okay. You've 
heard this from me before. I have heard it from me many times. You don't need Jesus if 
you're making excuses, if you're shifting the blame, if you minimize your sin. The only 
one who needs Jesus is the one who says, "I'm sorry. Please forgive me." How many 
times have you done that today? That's how much you need Jesus.

He is the way because he is God, Jehovah, I am. He is the way because he is the truth. He
is the way because he is the life. Remember life starts in God in that three person 
existence that lives. There isn't just one person, one being, there is three in one and there 
is constant activity. God's alive and the nature of that life in God is one of perfect 
communion, perfect intimate relationship. Jesus says, "I have that. I and the Father are 
one." They were going to stone him because he said it but he never stopped saying it. "I 
and the Father. The way to the Father is only by me. I have life." 

You want life? You want to really live? You want to rejoice in the Lord? We sang it and 
you should have heard the way you were singing. And we meant it. We did. Rejoice, you 
people. Rejoice. You have that life. Admittedly, it's a small beginning but you can't kill it 
and you can't put it out and the devil can't either. Our old man is going to work hard, the 
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devil is going to use our old man, but even if we're just a smoking wick not a bright 
flame, not even just a single little candle but just a smoking char, you've got life and no 
man can take that from you. No man.

You live. How do you know? John the Baptist said it, "He that believeth on the Son has 
everlasting life," John 3:36. It's an everlasting life. We, again, over and over find that 
communion and fellowship with God. We find the life. Jesus is the only way to the life 
because he is life.

How do we experience that? Very simple, not complicated: we acknowledge 1. Jesus is 
the only way to the Father's house. 2. If the only way to the Father's house is Jesus, 
Savior, not guide, not some superhero but dying suffering Savior, the only ones who need
that Savior are sinners, confessing sinners. The world is full of sinners. Where do you 
fall? The confessing ones or the ones going through life making nothing but excuses? 
Two groups. The need for Jesus is by those who say they are sinners. That's how we 
show. It's not that we go through life and we never make a mistake. It's not that we go 
through life and we never fall and we never sin. I just said it this afternoon, I'm not 
surprised that people sin. Not at all. Don't be surprised that some have to go home early. 
No, that just shows again and again and again it's how we respond to the presence of our 
sin, how do we respond when we're brought face-to-face with the reality. The only ones 
who need Jesus are sinners who admit it. And do you know what? All those who admit it 
find him. "No man comes unto the Father but by me but all who come unto me, I will in 
no wise cast out." 

He is the way. The way. He doesn't check you out; are you going to confess good 
enough? Confess. Repent. That's the way and that's when Jesus says, "Then you can 
trust." The way is narrow and it's hard, hard for the flesh. I am sorry. Please forgive me. 
The hardest things we have to say all the time but so simple and then you can hear Jesus 
say just what Nathan said to David. Love it. 2 Samuel 12:13, "the LORD has put away 
your sin." He did it already. I couldn't tell you until you confessed it but I want you to 
know it's gone. It's paid for. Want to rejoice? That's something you can rejoice about 
forever.

Friday night, "I am the way." Amen.

O Lord, our Lord, thy word is very clear, very wonderful. We rejoice in it. We thank thee 
for it. Grant thy blessing so that in a very rich and new and powerful way that which is 
so great for us to hear can come to us again. The chains are off, the chains are broken. 
We're set free. We're delivered from the bondage and slavery of sin. It doesn't mean 
we're not going to sin but we're freed every time we ask thee to forgive. So we say that 
now, Lord, everything we did tonight is tainted and corrupted, spots adhere to our best 
works, and we don't want to just be vague, we want to be meaningful. Father, forgive us 
sinners and when we say for Jesus' sake, then we know the answer. Thanks. Amen.
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John 14:6
JESUS: THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE

The destination.I.

Jesus spoke of heaven as His Father’s house.A.

It is where the everywhere-present God reveals Himself in a very special way.1.

To live in our Father’s house is to be His covenant child, knowing His love, care, protection, and safety.2.

It is the place of greatest blessing for a creature; a place of greatest comfort and joy.B.

Jesus is the Way to the Father and His house.II.

A “way” is a traveled path or a road.A.

Jesus identifies Himself as the way which leads to the Father and to heaven.B.

He does not point out the way (as a guide), but He is the Way.1.

We need the way because the Father’s house is shut to all those who fell in Adam.2.

God provided the way for us to come to Him and into His covenant house and fellowship.3.

Jesus is THE (not “a”) Way to the Father (Acts 4:12).4.

Why is Jesus the way?III.

Because He along is God, the “I am.”A.

Jesus is the Way, because He is the Truth.B.

Jesus is the Way because He is the Life.C.

The experience this this truth if found in our walking the way.IV.

To walk this way is to acknowledge that Jesus is the only way to heaven.A.

It is the walk of faith, knowing Jesus to be all that He says He is, and trusting Him to be the way, the truth, andB.

the life.

The disciples believed in Jesus, but their faith was weak.C.


