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Introduction  

1. This gospel age is not called “another” covenant or a “second” covenant but a “new” cov-

enant (Pink). 

2. On the other hand, the old covenant dispensation that was passing away was ordained of 

God for a divine purpose—true worship (v. 1; latreia, “service of worship”; Rom. 12:2; 

Phil. 3:3; Heb. 12:28). It was not a false, human institution. 

3. Paul’s purpose in the passage before us is to show the glory of old covenant worship alt-

hough vastly inferior to new covenant worship that replaced it. 

4. Nevertheless, the apostle also wants us to understand that there are great and glorious truths 

to be seen in the old covenant, which prepared for the greater glory of the new. 

I. Preparations 

1. The purpose of God as to old covenant expression of worship (v. 1) 

a. Worship was regulated (dikaioma, what has been established and ordained by law, an or-

dinance). Note: “now even,” or better “now also” implies that the new covenant is also 

regulated. 

b. OC worship was centralized in “an earthly place of holiness.” NC worship is impossible 

in such. 

2. The prepared place of worship described (vv. 2–5) 

a. It is described as a tent/tabernacle, showing it to be temporary and transient. 

b. It is described as having two sections, a holy place and the most holy place, separated by a 

veil. The blue linen veil had two cherubim embroidered on it, warning all to stay away. 

The image reflected Eden and the cherub guarding the tree of life. 

3. The contents of the sanctuary itemized 

a. The holy place contained— 

1) A lampstand for light—truth and righteousness, the revelation of God’s will for salva-

tion and restoration (John 8:12; 9:5) 

2) The table of shewbread (bread of the presence, or presentation of loaves) for divine 

presence (Ex. 25:30; John 6:35, 48)—symbolizing the life of God in the soul of man  

b. The most holy place contained— 

1) The golden incense censer, representing the prayers of the saints (Psa. 141:2; Rev. 5:8; 

8:3, 4; the altar was actually outside the veil; Lev. 16:12, 13)  

2) The golden chest called the ark of the covenant on which was the mercy seat, the earthly 

counterpart of the throne of grace (4:16; God’s willingness to save)  

3) The mercy seat was overshadowed by two golden throne guardians—cherubim in con-

trast to Satan. 

4) Also in the most holy place was— 



a) A golden pot containing manna from the wilderness, symbolizing God’s provision and 

care for His people 

b) Aaron’s rod that budded, symbolizing God’s authority over His people through chosen 

leadership and a warning against the rebellion of complaining 

c) The Tables of the Covenant, symbolizing God’s regulations to govern His people, His 

infallible Word that instructs and guides the saints  

II. Practice 

1. The order of worship in the holy place—continually (v. 6) 

a. Only priests—those chosen and commissioned by God—were allowed to enter the holy 

place. 

b. The priests entered regularly in order to perform ritual duties (latreia, service of worship), 

which speaks of God’s people under the new covenant in their service to God in Christ 

(Rom 12:1, 2). 

2. Only the high priest, however, could enter the most holy place—once, yearly, and not with-

out blood (v. 7). 

a. The blood was offered to atone for the priest’s and the people’s unintentional sins—sins 

not committed with a high hand (in defiance and rebellion). 

b. The high priest typified the Great High Priest, Jesus Christ, who alone and with His own 

blood, entered the most holy place in heaven to atone for the sins of His people. 

What This Means for Us  

1. The focus of 9:1–10 is to one particular day, the Day of Atonement, the day that most clearly 

speaks of Christ and His saving work. 

2. In verse 8 the apostle addresses the work of the Holy Spirit in revealing the details of the old 

covenant in order to point to the superiority of Christ’s saving work, opening the most holy 

place to all believers. 

3. As glorious as the tabernacle and its ministry were, three important facts are presented that 

made the “the time of reformation” necessary: 

1) No OC saint had direct access to God. 

2) No OC saint had a perfect conscience with respect to spiritual service (worship). 

3) OC saints, instead, focused on mere external regulations imposed for the body such as 

“food and drink and various washings.” 


