
2088 - THINGS that BELONG to SALVATION - Heb 6:4-10 
PRELIMS. This passage disturbs many Xns because they think that it 
teaches a person can lose their salvation. Not at all! The Writer is 
writing to those who are indeed privileged covenant members. He is 
contrasting those who have some ‘experiences’ with those who are 
truly saved and have things (evidences) that belong to salvation [9] 
He is actually distinguishing those of them who are saved from 
those who are not saved! All of them are privileged in hearing the 
gospel. He gives an illustration in [7,8] of the rain on the ground. 
Ground that receives rain is blessed/privileged/potential. No fruit is 
grown without rain. If the ground produces a crop its blessed. It 
receives a blessing from God. If the ground produces thorns and 
thistles it is worthless and near to be cursed and its end is to be 
burned [8]. He is saying all those hearing the Word have the 
privileges of the church and either produce a crop, or thorns/thistles - 
and therefore you shall recognise them by their fruits [Mat 7:20].  
He is also teaching, that it can be very difficult to recognise fruit! 
Therefore, ‘do not judge’!There are 5 experiences which look like 
Xn fruit, but are not necessarily so. You may have them but that does 
not necessarily mean you are a Xn! The Writer is contrasting those 
who may have had these experiences but these blessings are not the 
things that belong to salvation [9c]. The Writer knows some of his 
readers, have the true marks of Xn faith in their lives. Lets look…. 
No 1 - once been enlightened [4]. Friends, you can be enlightened in 
the gospel but not saved. X is the Light the true Light that enlightens 
everyone [John 1:9] It is not those who have the Light but who walk 
in the light that the blood of X cleanses. IF we walk in the light…the 
blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin [1J1:7]. Every person 
has some ‘light’ from heaven. Where do intellectuals get their 
wisdom from? From God (we are made in His image). But we can 
have the knowledge and light of the truth but ignore it! Christ 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel [2Tim 1:10] 
X was a light to the Gentiles but all Gentiles are not saved!  if the 
light that is in you be darkness how great is that darkness [Mat 
6:23]. Jesus While you have the light, believe in the light[J12] Yes, 



indeed it is impossible for those who reject the Light, to be saved! 
No 2 - tasted the heavenly gift [4]. Again, almost all of us have some 
good gift from God. Every gift in the world is from God. Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights [Jam 1:17] All the skills in the business world, in the  
academic world, in the art world, in the literature world, in the 
sports arena are from God! The skills some people have make us 
wonder, ‘How can he do it?’ God gave him the gift! God endows His 
creatures with many gifts. What is important is - Do we have the 
Unspeakable Gift of His Son reigning in our hearts? Or have we just 
‘tasted’ the secular, earthly, ‘time-limited’ blessings of this life? 
Unless we possess the greatest Gift of all its impossible to be saved! 
No 3 - shared in the Holy Spirit [4]. The Spirit has been at work 
since creation - the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters [Gen 1:2] But the Spirit of God was also ‘working in man’s 
heart My Spirit shall not (contend with - or abide in) man forever 
[Gen 6:3]. We read the Spirit of God came upon him (Balaam) [Num 
24:2], but he forsook the right way! The Spirit of God came upon 
Saul  and many people for different reasons! In battle, etc!Almost all 
the blessings from God have been communicated to us through the 
Holy Spirit. His role is to apply the blessings to those for whom they 
are intended. It is the Spirit that communicates X to us! *But what is 
vital for us is that the Holy Spirit indwells us! Do you not know that 
you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? [1C 3:16] 
Yes, we have all shared in the Holy Spirit’s blessings. 
No 4 - tasted the goodness of the Word of God [5]. Who hasn’t 
found something in God’s Word that did not ring true’? Almost 
everyone who attends church regularly will have at one time or 
another ‘tasted’ some part of God’s Word sweet? When we ‘agree’ 
with what the Bible says, that is tasting the goodness of theWord of 
God. Earlier the Writer said …the Word of God did not profit them!
When we go to a restaurant we sometimes get a taste of something 
we never had before to see if we like it! When we taste it, we 
sometimes say ‘No, thanks’! Well people do that with the Word of 
God. They don’t like what it says because the taste is not to their 
liking! It is impossible to be saved if we do not digest the Word of 



God! Jeremiah: Your words were found, and I ate them, and Your 
words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart [Jer 15:16]. 
No 5 - tasted…powers of the age to come [5b]. In more serious 
moments we have all tasted and got a ‘glimpse’ of the reality of 
death and the world to come! In a sermon, reading a book, some 
experience which has confirmed in our conscious ‘this world is not 
the only world’, ‘justice has to be done’, etc! Something ‘bothered’ 
the rich young ruler to prompt him to ask Jesus What must I do to 
inherit eternal life?’. Something made Felix ‘tremble’ when he heard 
Paul preach - yes, it was Paul speaking of judgment to come!  
Now all these 5 things have something in common! It is that they 
are experiences! Our generation, being post-modern puts a 
tremendous lot of emphasis on feelings/experiences. Many people 
can ‘claim’ an experience - but that is not enough! We live in an age 
where post-modernism reigns. We are a ‘experience-oriented’ 
people where feelings dominate! If a thing ‘feels’ right, then it is 
right for you! Look at all your TV quiz and games programmes 
Deal/No Deal, Who Wants Millionnaire! - They have a hunch and 
feeling that is is the right answer - and so, so often they are 
completely wrong! Feelings are too subjective. We cannot depend 
on our own judgments and subjective feelings. We must be objective 
- it must be something outside of ourselves. 
So many people think that these verses teach that people can lose 
their salvation! Not at all. God’s people cannot lose the salvation 
Christ has purchased and paid for! The Writer is not speaking about 
believers here - because as he says it is impossible for those who 
reject the light God has given them, and rejected all the blessings of 
covenant privileges to find salvation. He is warning us not to trust 
in these experiences although they may be sweet and helpful.  
To restore again [4] - as if the individual was previously saved - but 
no - the ‘again’ refers to our state of innocence before we fell in 
Adam (as Prodigal son!) After falling in Adam we were restored by 
X to wholeness, and X’s salvation is full as wells as final, and cannot 
be undone! The Writer will go on to say that X by a single offering 
has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified [10:14] 



These 5 things do not necessarily belong to salvation. Though we 
speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better 
things - things that belong to salvation [9]. What things?  
What things does the Writer mention? Verse [18] we who have fled 
for refuge…to hold fast to the hope set before us (in the gospel) [18] 
It may be that the Writer was thinking of the Cities of Refuge, which 
the Jews had in Israel. These cities were placed strategically 
throughout the land so that any person who had accidentally killed 
someone might flee to and find refuge in - each of them was no more 
than 30 miles away from any town (accessible in one day). The 
Avenger of blood (next of kin of the one killed), had to ‘capture’ the 
killer before he reached the City! Immediately on the recognition 
of having been guilty, made haste to the City of Refuge nearest him.  
And so it is spiritually with the sinner who recognises he has sinned 
against God and is exposed to God’s wrath, runs to Jesus Christ! I 
have fled to You for refuge [Psa 143:9] Because you believe in the 
storm of God’s wrath against your sin! The name of the LORD is a 
strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe [Pro 
18:10].You see, salvation is not something within us - it is outside 
us it is in Christ. We must run to Christ away from ourselves! 
God is not so unjust to overlook what? [10] your work - but I 
thought we are saved through faith. Yes, of course you are. But 
works do follow believers in their lives which is the fruit of their 
faith. A useful crop! Xns have good works…prepared beforehand 
for them to do! [Eph 2:10] You see, it is now works works for His 
sake [10] Not for themselves. It is also works serving the saints - it 
is for the Church, the people of God. Many today do not think the 
Church is important. It is very important. Serving the saints is one 
of the best things a person can do. What do you do for the Church? 
Perseverance in serving the saints - as you still do! Wonderful.  
There was one other thing about true believers! They worked for 
God, for the Church, for His sake, they did not weary in well doing, 
but most importantly, they did it in LOVE -  For God is not unjust 
so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for 
His name in serving the saints, as you still do [10]


