
EXPOSITION OF LEVITICUS                                        Pg. 56 

 

Message #24               Leviticus 14:1-20 

 

When we examine chapters 13 and 14 of Leviticus, it is very clear that there is a major 

difference.  In chapter 13 the priest was given instruction as to how to spot leprosy.  In chapter 

14 the priest is given information as to how to spot a healed leper.  In chapter 13 the priest could 

pronounce the leper unclean and in chapter 14 the priest could pronounce the leper clean. 

 

This is the important principle to see.  The main point is this: 

 

ONCE A PRIEST HAS DECLARED A PERSON UNCLEAN, HE MUST ALSO 

DECLARE THE PERSON CLEAN IN ORDER FOR THAT PERSON TO   WORSHIP   

GOD ONCE AGAIN. 

 

Let us remind ourselves that being pronounced unclean was being cut off from worship.  One 

was pronounced unclean by the priest and could only be pronounced clean by the priest.  Do we 

not see in this a great picture?  God declares us all unclean.  We are all sinners who have been 

cut off from having a relationship with Him.  It is God who can pronounce us clean and when we 

believe on Jesus Christ, that is precisely what happens. 

 

PRIESTLY ACTION #1 – The priest examines the leper and if the disease is gone he 

                                                pronounces him   clean  .  14:1-9 

 

(Step #1) - The leper is brought to see the priest and the priest goes outside the camp to 

                        inspect   the leper.  14:2-3 

 

The leper could not enter into the camp until the priest had made this pronouncement. 

 

(Step #2) - If the person was healed, two birds, cedar wood, scarlet, yarn, and hyssop were to be 

                     gathered for ritual   cleansing  .  14:3b-4 

 

The two birds were brought and one was to be killed and the other was to be released.  More than 

likely this represented the death of Jesus Christ and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is the 

resurrection that proves justification–which means one has been declared clean by God. 

 

The cedar wood probably spoke of the perfect humanity of Christ.  Cedar wood is incorruptible, 

it does not rot.  The scarlet probably represented the sins of the person.  This is the same Hebrew 

word Isaiah uses when he says, “Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow” 

(Isaiah 1:18).  The hyssop plant was one that grew on rocks and it represented the purging from 

sin (Ps. 51:7). 

 

(Step #3) - One bird was sacrificed in a earthenware vessel over running   water  .  14:5 

 

Running water is living water as opposed to stagnant water.  The bird was slain over the earthen 

vessel in which there was living water.  The blood of death was to meet the water of life. 
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(Step #4) - The live bird was to be dipped in the blood of the sacrificed bird and after the leper 

                      has been sprinkled seven times, it is to go   free  .  14:6-7 

 

This number seven speaks of complete cleansing.  Once the person had been completely 

cleansed, the bird was set free–symbolizing that the sins are gone.  Once the sacrifice had been 

applied to the leper he was free.  There are but two types of people in this world: lepers and 

cleansed lepers, sinners and cleansed sinners. 

 

(Step #5) - The leper is to get rid of anything connected to his   previous   leprosy.  14:8-9 

 

When he was about to enter into a new relationship with God, anything connected to that old 

leprosy needed to be eliminated.  If he were to enter into a new relationship with God, all old 

things needed to be clean.  The seventh day indicates there needed to be a complete cleansing. 

 

PRIESTLY ACTION #2 – The priest makes a purifying   offering   for the man he pronounces 

                                                 clean.  14:10-20 

 

(Step #1) - The cleansed leper brought the   right   sacrifice to the tabernacle on the eighth day. 

                      14:10 

Any forgiveness, any cleansing that we have is all due to the lamb sacrifice. 

 

(Step #2) - The priest was to present the man before the   Lord  .  14:11 

 

(Step #3) - The priest was to offer one of the lambs as a   guilt   offering.  14:12 

 

This clearly established that only by blood could guilt be eliminated before God. 

 

(Step #4) - The priest was to put some of the   blood   on the right ear, right hand and right foot. 

                      14:13-14 

 

This showed that the cleansed leper was now dedicated to the Lord and able to hear God’s Word, 

to be able to do God’s will and walk God’s way. 

 

(Step #5) - The priest is to sprinkle the oil   seven   times before the Lord.  14:15-16 

 

(Step #6) - The priest is to sprinkle remaining oil on the   cleansed   leper.  14:17-18 

 

(Step #7) - The priest is to   offer   the sin offering, burnt offering and grain offering.  14:19-20 

 

God demands those who worship Him to be clean–judicially and practically. 

 

 

 

 


