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John 4: 15-26; “Go Call Your Husband”, Sermon # 27 in the series – “That All May 
Honor the Son”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall on March 23rd, 2014,  

in the Morning Worship Service. 
 
 

Last week we saw this wonderful encounter taking place between Christ and the woman at the 
well.  She was one of God’s elect people, and Jesus was going to save her from all of her sins.  
And yet she was not looking for salvation to come to her that day.  Many people in our day as 
well do not see their need to be saved from their sins. They do not see their need of being 
converted to Christ.  Truly, if we only knew, how desperate the matter is, in the salvation of a 
soul from the human standpoint; if we can only see, this morning, that if the Lord Jesus had not 
initiated conversation with this woman that day, she would have perished in her sins.  But, of 
course, God did have a plan then to save her, one of His elect people in that day; and He does 
bring His holy plans to fruition now, in our day, in the saving of all of His elect.  Even so, each of 
us should understand how absolutely necessary it is to the salvation of any person that the 
Triune God initiate holy and purposeful action towards a sinful person, so that they will most 
definitely be saved.  “No man can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draw them”, Jesus 
says.  This woman, even though she was already religious, was being drawn by the Father, to 
Christ.  She was walking in darkness, and yet she thought that she was in the light; that is,  
before she met Jesus.  Even though the Lord Jesus was very gentle with her in His conversation, 
even then she appeared to have been somewhat resistant to  the idea that Jesus could give her 
this “living water” that He was speaking of here.  Jesus had said to her in verse 10 – “If you knew 
the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink”, you would have asked Him, and 
He would have given you living water.”  That living water that He was speaking of, was the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and the grace which He brings to a person, so that they will have eternal and 
everlasting life, now, not just when she died.   
       You see, this woman didn’t really understand spiritual things at all.  She did not know what 
Jesus was driving at.  He had asked her for a drink, and now she hears Him say that He was 
going to give her living water?  At first she thought that Jesus was talking about the physical 
water in this well.  Actually, He was trying to explain to her the things of the Spirit; the New 
Birth, a well of waters being planted in her soul, and the Spirit’s ongoing work of sanctification; 
these waters springing up to eternal life.  She was very skeptical.  Was He some sort of magician, 
that He could change ordinary water into living water?  Did it mean that He could do something 
supernatural so that she would not have to thirst or come to draw water from such a distance?  
Here in verses 15-26, we see that our Lord Jesus knew, that in order for her to be saved, that she 
was going to need to come to conviction of her many sins.  This is the subject that I would like to 
speak to you about this morning.  For there are many people who do not understand why they 
need to be convicted of their sins.  It is so that they might see what needs to change in their life.  
In order for people to see their need of Christ, they need to understand that they are sinners, and 
they need to feel, and to own that fact, not just acknowledge it in passing.  So this morning I 
want to give to you the 3 major issues, which our Lord used here, to bring this woman to 
conviction of sin.  And in explaining these to you, I hope that you will also see that these are, 
often, the issues which He will bring to the attention of any sinner whom He intends to save.  1st 
of all – The issue of not being morally righteous.  2nd – The issue of how you worship God.  And 
3rd – The issue of whether you have believed in Jesus Christ.  
1st of all – The Lord Jesus brought this woman to conviction of sin over the issue of 
her not being morally righteous.   
       She says to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.”  And 
He says to her, “Go call your husband.”  Now, the Lord Jesus knew then, and He knows now 
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what the major obstacle is, to your really coming to know God, and having everlasting life.  It is 
your sin.  Sin is falling short of God’s glory; it is lawlessness, it is the breaking of His 
commandments.  Each of us is guilty of many sins before we come to Christ, and if the truth 
really be known, each of us is guilty of many sins after we come to Christ as well, although they 
are covered by the blood of Christ and not so obvious to the sight of people around us because 
we have repented of all of our sins, and we do not want to deliberately engage in sin any longer.  
As Christians we do not love our sin, the indwelling remaining corruption of our hearts, and we 
are enabled by grace not to practice it any longer.  But this does not mean that we do not 
struggle and fight against sin, resisting it and mortifying it by the power of the Holy Spirit.  This 
is what sanctification is all about; becoming holy people in God’s sight. This is what all 
Christians, if they are true Christians want to do; they want to pursue holiness.   And if they do 
not want to pursue holiness, then how will they be able to enter heaven when they die; no matter 
what they may have professed in terms of being a Christian, before, while they were alive?  No, 
unless you repent, Jesus says to his disciples, you will all likewise perish.  Hebrews Chapter 12, 
verse 14 says: “Pursue peace with all men, and the holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord.” 
      So sin is the biggest of issues for the unbeliever. And learning to pursue holiness is the 
biggest issue for the Christian.  And therefore, it was very important for the Lord Jesus to show 
this woman where her greatest problem lay.  Her sin was the greatest thing that stood in the way 
of her understanding the meaning of life; which was, that she should not have been living simply  
to please herself; she should have been living to please God by faith in the promise of Christ.  
And from that basis, then, she would try to keep God’s commandments.  But Jesus could see into 
her heart and He knew her life.  She was a very sinful woman, but she did not know that He 
knew this.  No matter how good a person she may have been in her own eyes, and many people 
have too good of a view of themselves, she had a particular besetting sin which our Lord was 
going to address.  He did not just speak to this woman about sin in general, but He was going to 
point out to her where she fell short in particular.  And He did this in a very masterful way. He 
was able to expose the greatest of all of her sins, in just a few seconds, by this one simple 
statement: “Go call your husband and come here.”  She answers, “I have no husband.”  Jesus 
says to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband, for you have had five husbands, and the one 
whom you now have is not your husband: in that you truly spoke.”  Now, I want you to see here 
how wisely the Lord conducted Himself in His speech in relation to convicting this woman of her 
sin.  He did not outright call her an adulteress or a fornicator.  He dealt very gently and tenderly 
with her, in a very straightforward manner.  You will notice that He confronted her with her sin 
in private; his disciples were not then present.  There was no one there but the two of them.  We 
should all learn something from this; that private sins should be reproved privately when we are 
trying to show someone their sin.  And furthermore, that in reproving others for their sins, all 
sharpness and bitterness of expression should be avoided.  As the Puritan William Burkitt says 
in his commentary: “The pill of reproof must be wrapped up in sugar; for if they to whom it is 
given, taste the bitterness of gall and passion mixed with it, they will certainly spit it out before, 
it may be upon, our faces.”  “Our Lord’s practice here instructs us, that sin is to be so reproved, 
as that the credit and estimation of the sinner may be preserved as much as may be.” (End of 
quote) 
       Notice also, that he addresses her conscience very clearly in this matter; that yes, she 
certainly had had husbands in the past, five of them, and that the man that she now lived with 
was not her husband.  He is charging her with the sin of fornication, living with a man, and 
having sexual relations with him, outside of marriage.  Whereas God has expressly said in His 
holy Word, that sex is to be reserved for the marriage bed.  How many people in our day take so 
casually their breaking of the 7th commandment; “You shall not commit adultery.”  We are living 
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in a day where so many young people, and older people, are living together without any 
intention of being married; or if they do intend marry, it will be someday when they feel they 
want to make this greater commitment, and they are wealthy enough to afford it.  Many people 
seem to think that if they eventually find their way into marriage, they are doing God and their 
parents a great favor.  Many believe that the person that they are interested in ought to be tried 
out in bed, as if they were trying out driving a new car, to test to see if they like it.  They do not 
understand that adultery is also a form of robbery. “Let us have pleasure without the 
commitment of love,” they say.  Proverbs 9: 17 says –“Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in 
secret in pleasant.”  “But he does not know that the dead are there, that her guests are in the 
depths of hell.”  People who live together before marriage little realize how very guilty they are 
before God for this kind of mentality.  They are robbing Him of His glory for despising His plan 
for their life; His plan that they might commit themselves to each other in marriage and then 
pray to see that that marriage lasts for the rest of their lives.  Marriage is a picture of Christ and 
the Church.  Will you take the members of Christ and make them a harlot?  Will you walk away 
from Christ after you have spiritually lived with Him for a while?  Will He walk away from you 
once you give yourself spiritually to Him?  Never!  Many young people in our day have never 
heard the verse from Hebrews 13, verse 4 – “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed 
undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.”  William Burkitt again: “For there is 
no sin so directly opposite to sanctification and holiness, as this sin: no sin that quenches the 
Holy Spirit of God like this.”  “That, amongst all sins, the sin of uncleanness will lie heaviest 
upon the conscience, and wound the soul most deeply, when the Spirit of God once effectually 
discovers it, and charges it home upon the conscience.”    
       You can find confirmation of this if you will turn over with me to 1st Thessalonians 4: 1-8 – 
“Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and 
more, (that is, in true Christian love) just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to 
please God; for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus.”  “For this 
is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality: that each 
of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, not in passion of 
lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one should take advantage of and defraud 
his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also fore-warned 
you and testified.”  “For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.”  “Therefore he who 
rejects this does not reject man, but God who has also given us His Holy Spirit.”   I would only 
have you to notice that the Apostle Paul calls the keeping of this commandment, “your 
sanctification”.  This is one of the major ways that you become a more holy person, is when you 
abstain from sexual immorality, not only in your outward behavior when you are around other 
people, but also in your heart and your mind in secret.  This woman had not done this, either in 
her outward behavior, or her heart.   And so she very much needed to know that she was guilty 
of this sin, in order that she could see her need of Christ. 
The 2nd issue which our Lord saw needed to be brought to the attention of this 
woman who He intended to save, was the issue of how she worshiped God.   
       In verse 19 she says, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.”  She knew that Jesus was not 
from that area; there was no way that he would have known what He knew about her, unless He 
had received it by way of divine revelation.  And so she rightly concludes that He must be a 
prophet.  And then, feeling the conviction of sin, she tries to shift the focus of their conversation 
away from herself and her sin, and direct it toward something which would indicate to Him that 
she was not intending to change her lifestyle or to change her religious views to become a Jew.  
She says: “Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the 
place where one ought to worship. Let us understand that how and where we worship God is a 
very important thing.  If we think that we are saved by going to church, or if we think that our 
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taking sacraments will bring us into the favor of God, and confer upon us eternal life, we are 
fooling ourselves.  She was saying to Jesus what so many say in our day when we tell them that 
they must be converted to Christ to be saved from their sins  – “You have your religion, and I 
have mine.”  But when they say this they are rejecting God’s offer of a free and full salvation 
which is not based upon their own works.  God knows that you must have a saving faith which 
rests your whole soul’s weight on the finished work of Jesus Christ.  But notice that our Lord was 
ready for this evasion.  He says, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither 
on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.”  “You worship what you do not know; 
we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.”   
       Now this is a tremendous statement.  Salvation is of the Jews because they as a people 
received from God the promise that through their descendants would come the promised 
Messiah; the Savior not only of the elect Jews, but the elect Gentiles as well.  This is why He is 
called the Savior of the world.  It is good when we are witnessing to people to tell them that all 
the religions of the world, except one, are false.  And the one that is true was founded by Jesus 
Christ, a Jew.  God the Father gave His only-begotten Son the glorious appointment of being the 
Savior of all of His elect people in every generation of the world.  Turn with me over to Isaiah 49, 
verse 5 and you will see this.  “And now the Lord says, who formed me from the womb to be His 
Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel is gathered to Him (for I shall be glorious in 
the eyes of the Lord, and My God shall be My strength).”  “Indeed He says, it is too small a thing 
that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones 
of Israel; I will also give you as a light to the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the 
ends of the earth.”  You see nothing here of any of the other religions of the world being true 
religions; no other religion is a true religion other than that one which came from the Jews, and 
which was founded on the Person and the work of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Even Judaism, now 
that Christ the Messiah has come, is no longer the true religion.  Now that Christ has come and 
fulfilled the law, and died on the cross, and has risen from the dead, we are only to see the 
Christian religion as the true religion.  Since Christ has come the kingdoms of this world have 
become, and are becoming, the kingdom of our God and of His Christ.  It is He who shall reign 
forever and ever.  Only the Christian religion, which holds to the truth of the Bible, and the true 
doctrines which the Bible teaches, is the true religion of the world; the only true religion in God’s 
sight.  All other worship is false outside of this.  No worship taught by Buddha, nor that taught 
by Krishna, nor that taught by Mohammed, nor that taught by Popes, nor that taught by Joseph 
Smith, nor that taught by Mary Baker Eddy, or Ellen White, or any other false prophet or teacher 
who does not handle the Scriptures rightly, and sets up a false worship of their own for men to 
participate in, can be considered to be a true religion.  For all of these men and women must  
bow before Jesus Christ, the Lord of Glory, the descendant of David, descendant of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob.   Salvation is of the Jews.  Salvation is of the Lord Jesus Christ, born of the 
Jews, and the King of the Jews.  He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no person comes to the 
Father except by Him.    
       Our Lord Jesus goes on to tell her what true worship is.  He says to her: “But the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the 
Father is seeking such to worship Him.” “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” Now this is the message of the gospel and true worship which Jesus 
preaches to this woman who is unworthy of the least of God’s mercies.  He says to her that the 
Triune God is Spirit; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; they are One in Spiritual Substance and 
Essence.  From everlasting to everlasting He is God.  And since that is the case, those persons 
who would worship Him in a way that is pleasing to Him, must worship Him with their spirit, 
according the truth of the Scriptures.  Although true worshipers had been worshiping God at 
Jerusalem since the time of David, Jesus was saying, that the hour was coming, and was even 
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then, when true worshipers would not have to have regard for the special place of His 
appointment for worship, but that He would be worshiped everywhere in the world, in every 
nation; all of God’s people gathering for prayer and the preaching of the Word in individual 
congregations, and for the observance of the ordinances of Christ’s New Testament 
appointment; these would be the true worshipers.  Let me ask you now, if you have come to 
know this blessed truth.  Our God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, may be worshiped in spirit and 
truth, in the name of Jesus, in every place.   You may worship Him in your heart, you may 
worship Him in your home, you may worship Him in school in your heart, even if you 
supposedly cannot pray audibly there.  Do not be afraid remember Daniel.  He prayed even 
when the edict against praying was signed, and the Lord delivered him from the lions.  You can 
worship while you work, you can worship while you play.  You can worship when you are joyful, 
you can worship when you are sad and distressed.  But remember this; you will worship Him in 
the very special way that Jesus is talking about when you are gathered together with God’s 
people in the assembly of the saints; those who have been born again by the Spirit of God, those 
who have called upon the name of the Lord Jesus, those who have gathered together to honor 
Him on His Day; this is what the Father is seeking.  He is seeking such to worship Him.   
       I find this to be one of the most amazing truths to contemplate, that God should be seeking 
us to worship Him.  But He does, and therefore we ought to make it a point, to respond to Him 
and to give to Him that for which He seeks; the glory due His name.  He has given us Jesus, His 
only-begotten Son, His very heart, to redeem us to Himself.   He has shown us His love, and 
given us His Holy Spirit to help us in every way.  Now, therefore, let us not neglect so great a 
salvation.  Let us come every Sunday to worship Him.  Let us be there at all the services.  Let us 
give Him our hearts, and give him our time and attention.  Let us not be spiritual adulterers and 
adulteresses and think that something of the world is more important to pursue on the Lord’s 
Day.  And let us receive all the truth of the Scriptures, in order to do it and keep it, by faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that we might honor Him as He deserves. Let me ask you if you are 
committed to this blessed truth?  For if you are, the Father will reward your faith and your 
obedience with the richest of blessings, because you have honored Him through a Christ-
centered, Spirit filled, and Biblical worship of the only true and living God.  O that all of our 
desire for this might grow, and may His glory fill all the earth! 
And then 3rd – Christ would bring to the attention of this woman, the issue of 
whether she would believe in Him.   
       I do not find in this passage anywhere that Jesus had told this woman His name yet, nor had 
she told Him hers.  But this woman showed Jesus that she did know something of the 
Scriptures.  She says to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming (who is called Christ).”  “When He 
comes He will tell us all things.” And Jesus says to her: “I who speak to you am He.”  I think that 
she probably about fell over.  She now realized why He had to bring her to conviction of her sins.  
John 16, verse 8 says: “And when He (the Holy Spirit) has come, He will convict the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of 
righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment because the 
ruler of this world is judged.”  She needed to be convicted of her sins because even though she 
had heard that Messiah was coming, she had not realized till then that the Messiah, the one 
whom the Jews and the Samaritans had waited for, for many years, was the Man who was 
standing right in front of her!  And He had revealed this to her, of all people!  I think that in this, 
Christ’s revealing of Himself to her, she was in a sort of spiritual shock. She believed all right, 
but she was stunned by the revelation!  Verse 28 says that she left her water-pot and went her 
way into the city, and said to the men, ‘Come see a Man who told me all things that I ever did.”  
“Could this be the Christ?” “Then they went out of the city and came to Him.”  You see, she had 
truly believed in Jesus, but she wanted others to hear Him for themselves.   
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       This was only right.  This was such a momentous event, Christ passing through Samaria, and 
meeting with a woman who now knew herself to be a sinner who needed a Savior, this man 
Jesus, who she had just met.  She was so amazed by all of these things, and the change which 
had taken place in her heart in just a few moments, that she left her water pot and went into the 
city.  John Calvin says: “This circumstance is related by the Evangelist to express the ardor of 
her zeal; for it is an indication of haste, that she leaves her pitcher, and returns to the city.” “And 
this is the nature of faith, that when we have become partakers of eternal life, we wish to bring 
others to share with us; nor is it possible that the knowledge of God shall lie buried and inactive 
in our hearts without being manifested before men, for that saying must be true: I believed, and 
therefore I will speak.” (Psalm 116: 10)  “The earnestness and promptitude of the woman are so 
much the more worthy of attention, that it was only a small spark of faith that kindled them; for 
scarcely had she tasted Christ when she spreads his name throughout the whole city.” “In those 
who have already made moderate progress in his school, sluggishness will be highly disgraceful.” 
(End of quote) The real issue with all who would know God and have everlasting life is this.  Are 
you convicted of your particular sins?  And being convicted, will you now believe in the Lord 
Jesus?  And having believed in Him, will you now declare your faith to others?   
 


