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James 1:19-20  Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20  For the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God. !
19a-b  Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, !
Again, “wherefore” refers to the previous verse (18): Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. !
“Swift to hear” was covered in the last lesson, but we can’t ignore it during this lesson. 
Recall the qualities of spiritual hearing:  !

1. God prepares us to hear. 
2. We must have open (uncircumcised) ears to hear. 
3. We will respond if we hear. 
4. Our response will result in faith when we hear. 
5. We should hear of the many mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. 
6. We will keep what we hear. 
7. We will do what we hear. 
8. We are blessed when we do what we hear. !

The two commands that follow “slow to speak, slow to wrath” are related to hearing the 
“word of truth”. !
19c slow to speak !
This phrase may have two meanings: slow to speak good or bad while hearing the gospel 
of  Jesus Christ (as one being ministered to) or slow to speak the gospel of Jesus Christ 
upon hearing it (as one ministering to another). Scripture supports either meaning. !
There are times when it is appropriate to speak and there are times when it is not 
appropriate. !

Ecclesiastes 3:7b  …a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; !
We (God’s children, the elect) should be prepared to answer about the gospel as Peter 
commands. !

1 Peter 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you 
with meekness and fear: !!
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God’s ministers should be prepared to preach the gospel at any time as Paul commands 
Timothy. !

2 Timothy 4:1-5  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2  Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. 3  For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears; 4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables. 5  But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. !

We (the church of God) should be silent and allow ministers of God to preach the gospel 
of Jesus Christ without interruption. !

Acts 15:12-13 12  Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to 
Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among 
the Gentiles by them. 13  And after they had held their peace, James answered, 
saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: !
Acts 21:39-22:1 39  But Paul said, I am a man which am a Jew of Tarsus, a city in 
Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, I beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the 
people. 40  And when he had given him licence, Paul stood on the stairs, and beckoned 
with the hand unto the people. And when there was made a great silence, he 
spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue, saying, 22:1  Men, brethren, and fathers, hear 
ye my defence which I make now unto you. !

Women should be silent when we are assembled together to hear the gospel preached.  !
1 Corinthians 14:34-35 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is 
not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under 
obedience, as also saith the law. 35  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask 
their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church. !
1 Timothy 2:11-12 Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. 12 But I 
suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be 
in silence. !

We demonstrate spiritual gifts and fruits by being slow to speak: !
• Wisdom: Proverbs 10:19  In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he 

that refraineth his lips is wise. 
• Preservation:Proverbs 13:3  He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he 

that openeth wide his lips shall have destruction. 
• Knowledge: Proverbs 17:27  He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a 

man of understanding is of an excellent spirit. 
• Self-control: Proverbs 18:13  He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, 

it is folly and shame unto him. 
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• Honor: Ecclesiastes 5:2-3 2  Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be 
hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore 
let thy words be few. 3  For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a 
fool's voice is known by multitude of words. 

• Glory: Habakkuk 2:20  But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep 
silence before him. !

Abraham Lincoln is commonly attributed as having said “Better to remain silent and be 
thought a fool than to speak and to remove all doubt.” !
19d-20 slow to wrath: For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. !
This phrase may also have two meanings: slow to wrath upon hearing the gospel of 
Jesus Christ (receiving) or slow to wrath when speaking the gospel (giving). Scripture 
supports either meaning.  !
The gospel (both in doctrine and in practice) will cause a reaction when heard. !
Reactions to the gospel can be negative. !

(Jesus) Luke 4:28-30 28  And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these 
things, were filled with wrath, 29  And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and 
led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him 
down headlong. 30  But he passing through the midst of them went his way, !
(Stephen) Acts 7:54-60 54  When they heard these things, they were cut to the 
heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. 55  But he, being full of the Holy 
Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
on the right hand of God, 56  And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand of God. 57  Then they cried out with a loud voice, 
and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 58  And cast him 
out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a 
young man's feet, whose name was Saul. 59  And they stoned Stephen, calling upon 
God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60  And he kneeled down, and cried with 
a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. !

Reactions to the gospel can be positive. !
(Pentecost) Acts 2:37-39 37  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in 
their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do? 38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39  For the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call. !
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The word of God works upon the regenerate and unregenerate. !
Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and 
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. !

Anger can be righteous or unrighteous. Unjustified unrighteous anger comes from men, 
who have no righteousness except that which is imparted by God. Justified righteous 
anger comes from God and only comes through the Holy Ghost. !

John 2:13-17 13  And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem, 14  And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and 
the changers of money sitting: 15  And when he had made a scourge of small 
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and 
poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 16  And said unto 
them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of 
merchandise. 17  And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine 
house hath eaten me up.  !

God’s ministers can be angry when hearing of or speaking about the gospel, but only as 
God reveals himself to be angry. !

Titus 1:7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not 
soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; !
Nehemiah 9:17b but thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest them not. !
Psalm 103:8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in 
mercy. !
Psalm 145:8 The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of 
great mercy. !
Ephesians 4:26  Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: !

We demonstrate spiritual gifts and fruits by being slow to wrath. !
• Wisdom: Proverbs 14:17  He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly: and a man of 

wicked devices is hated. 
• Understanding: Proverbs 14:29  He that is slow to wrath is of great 

understanding: but he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly. 
• Peace: Proverbs 15:18  A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to 

anger appeaseth strife. 
• Strength: Proverbs 16:32  He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he 

that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. 
• Humility: Ecclesiastes 7:8-9  8 Better is the end of a thing than the beginning 

thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. 9  Be not hasty in thy 
spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of fools. 
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Summary: 
1. Be swift to hear the gospel, but… 
2. Be slow to speak (and silent) when hearing, and… 
3. Be prepared to answer about it. 
4. Be slow to get angry when hearing or speaking the gospel, but… 
5. If angry, make certain it is Godly righteous anger. 
6. Confirm that what is heard and what is spoken are of God by demonstrating the gifts 

and fruits of the Spirit, whether in anger or in peace.
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