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James 1:18-19b 18  Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
let every man be swift to hear… !
18a  Of his own will begat he us !

Gill on verse 18: This act of begetting here ascribed to God, is what is elsewhere 
called a begetting again, that is, regeneration; it is an implantation of new 
principles of light and life, grace and holiness, in men; a quickening of 
them, when dead in trespasses and sins; a forming of Christ in their souls; 
and a making them partakers of the divine nature; and this is God's act, and 
not man's. Earthly parents cannot beget in this sense; nor ministers of the word, not 
causally, but only instrumentally, as they are instruments and means, which God makes 
use of; neither the ministry of the word, nor the ordinance of baptism, can of themselves 
regenerate any; nor can a man beget himself, as not in nature, so not in grace: the 
nature of the thing shows it, and the impotent case of men proves it: this is God's act, 
and his only; see Joh 1:13 and the impulsive or moving cause of it is his own will. God 
does not regenerate, or beget men by necessity of nature, but of his own free choice; 
Christ, the Son of God, is begotten of him by necessity of nature, and not as the effect of 
his will; he is the brightness of his glory necessarily, as the beams and rays of light are 
necessarily emitted by the sun; but so it is not in regeneration: nor does God regenerate 
men through any consideration of their will, works, and merits: nor have these any 
influence at all upon it; but he begets of his own free grace and favour, and of his rich 
and abundant mercy, and of his sovereign will and pleasure, according to his counsels 
and purposes of old. !

18b with the word of truth !
The word (logos) of truth is the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ: the gospel. !

1 Corinthians 4:15  For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have 
ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. !
Ephesians 1:13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
holy Spirit of promise,  !
1 Peter 1:23  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. !

Caution needs to be taken: the gospel does not regenerate. Only God regenerates man by 
the Holy Ghost at the time of his choosing. Regeneration is like unto conception. The 
gospel does beget, or cause to be born again. The work of the word of truth (the gospel) 
is like unto birthing, or bringing the new creature forth. Nonetheless, both regeneration 
and the new birth are of His own will. !!
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18c that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. !
We are the beginning of a new creation along with Jesus Christ, who was the firstfruit 
resurrected and brought forth from the grave.  !

Leviticus 23:10  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be 
come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye 
shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: !

Firstfruits are typical of a sacrifice from the harvest. So we are a kind of firstfruits and 
Jesus is the firstfruit, preceding all others, setting the example for all others.  !

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 20  But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21  For since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead. 22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. 23  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. !

19a  Wherefore, my beloved brethren, !
Wherefore refers to the subject matter of the preceding verse. Since we are regenerated 
by God and begotten by the gospel, and are the first of the sacrificial fruits, we all should 
take heed of James’ commands: !
19b let every man be swift to hear, !
Who can hear?  !
Those who the Lord has prepared (regenerated). !

Proverbs 20:12 The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made 
even both of them. !
Isaiah 50:4-5 4  The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I 
should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning 
by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. 5  The Lord GOD 
hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back. !

Those whose ears are able to hear the word of God and respond. !
Jeremiah 6:10  To whom shall I speak, and give warning, that they may hear? 
behold, their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken: behold, the word 
of the LORD is unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it.  !

Those who respond to the Holy Ghost. !
Acts 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 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Those who respond with faith. !
Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God. !

What should be heard by those who are prepared by God from the word of God? !
The words of our Lord about the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. !

Matthew 13:10-17  And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou 
unto them in parables? 11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto 
you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 
12  For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 
13  Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing 
they hear not, neither do they understand. 14  And in them is fulfilled the 
prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; 
and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 15  For this people's heart is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with 
their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 16  But blessed are 
your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 17  For verily I say unto 
you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye 
see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have 
not heard them. !

The words of preachers about the mysteries of the kingdom. !
• Psalm 40:9 …righteousness in the great congregation… 
• Isaiah 61:1 …good tidings unto the meek…liberty to the captives…the opening of the 

prison to them that are bound 
• Matthew 4:17 …the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
• Mark 6:12 …men should repent. 
• Mark 16:15 …the gospel… 
• Luke 4:18-19 …deliverance to the captives…recovering of sight to the blind…liberty 

them that are bruised…the acceptable year of the Lord. 
• Luke 4:43 …the kingdom of God.. 
• Luke 24:47 …repentance and remission of sins… 
• Acts 4:2 …through Jesus the resurrection from the dead 
• Acts 5:42 …Jesus Christ… 
• Acts 9:20 …Christ…is the Son of God. 
• Acts 10:42 …it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 
• Acts 13:38 …the forgiveness of sins… 
• Acts 14:15 …turn from these vanities unto the living God…. 
• Acts 17:3 …Christ…suffered…risen again from the dead…Jesus…is Christ. 
• Romans 10:8 …the word of faith… 
• Romans 10:15 …the gospel of peace…glad tidings of good things! 
• 1 Corinthians 1:23 …Christ crucified… 
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• Galatians 1:23 …the faith… 
• Ephesians 2:17 …peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 
• Ephesians 3:8 …the unsearchable riches of Christ… 
• 2 Timothy 4:2 …the word… 
• 1 Peter 1:12 …things the angels desire to look into… !

What do we do with what we hear? !
We keep it. !

Luke 11:27-28  27 And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain woman of 
the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, 
and the paps which thou hast sucked. 28  But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they 
that hear the word of God, and keep it.  !
Gill on verse 28: for faith comes by hearing, and shows itself in doing. Barely 
to hear the word, and even give an assent to it, will be of little avail, unless what is 
heard and believed is put in practice. !

We abide in the love of Jesus Christ. We love one another as Jesus Christ loved us. We 
bring forth fruit. !

John 15:10-17 10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; 
even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 11  These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might 
be full. 12  This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved 
you. 13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
14  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 15  Henceforth I call 
you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you 
friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 16  Ye 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye 
shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 17  These things I command 
you, that ye love one another. !

We do not only hear. We do the work and are blessed. !
James 1:23-25 23  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like 
unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24  For he beholdeth himself, and 
goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25  But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. !

Summary:  
1. By God’s own will we are regenerated. 
2. By God’s own will we are begotten by the word of God. 
3. We are the firstfruits of God’s new creation in Jesus Christ. 
4. God enables us to hear the word of God. 
5. The word of God is both doctrinal and practical (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
6. We not only hear, but we do what the word of God commands, and are blessed.
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