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Message #4                  Matthew 2:1-23 

 

The book of Matthew is designed to prove that Jesus Christ is Israel’s King, Messiah and Savior. 

Matthew chapter one shows us that Jesus Christ, as a baby, deserved to be worshipped as King.  

Matthew chapter two shows us that Jesus Christ, as a child, received worship as King. 

 

The events described in this chapter are not found in any other Gospel.  All of these events are 

predicted in the O.T. and in this one chapter, in capsule form, is the entire Gospel.  What we find 

in Matthew two are Gentiles seeking Christ, Jews ignoring Christ and political power opposing 

Christ.  The main point of these verses is this: 

 

JESUS CHRIST WAS RECOGNIZED TO BE THE PREDICTED KING OF THE JEWS 

EVEN AS A BABY AND IT WAS  GENTILES  WHO FIRST ACCEPTED HIM AND 

WORSHIPED HIM, NOT JEWS. 

 

LOCATION #1 – Christ is  honored  as King as a child in Bethlehem.  2:1-12 

 

(Detail #1) - The magi arrive in  Jerusalem  in search of the King.  2:1-2 

 

We are not sure exactly how long after the birth of Christ these Magi arrived, but Jesus was 

probably a little over a year old when this happened. 

 

We may ascertain this on the basis of the following facts: 

1. The word “child” in verse 11 is not the Greek word for baby. 

2. Joseph and Mary were no longer in a stable, but a house (2:11). 

3. Herod commands all firstborn sons two years of age and younger be killed–indicating this was  

approximately the age of Jesus (2:16). 

4. Had Joseph and Mary had the gifts given by the Magi–gold, frankincense and myrrh– they 

would not have given two turtledoves or pigeons when Christ was circumcised at eight days 

old (Luke 2:21, 24). 

 

Think about this–Jews of Bethlehem lived five or six miles from their King and never bothered 

to go see Him.  These Gentiles from the Far East traveled days and months to see Him and 

worship Him. 

 

(Detail #2) - Herod sends the Magi to  Bethlehem  to find the King.  2:3-8 

 

Herod was a ruthless, paranoid murderer who reigned in Palestine from 37 B.C. to 4 B.C..  In 

fact, Augustus is reported to have said, “I would rather be Herod’s pig rather than his son.”  

When Herod thought any were a threat to him, he killed them.  He killed his own wife, his 

mother-in-law, his wife’s brother and three of his own sons.  History says before he died, he felt 

no one would mourn his death so he imprisoned some Jews and gave orders that when he died, 

they were to be executed so there would appear to be mourning over his death.  Verse 4 says he 

gathered “all” the chief priests and scribes and asked them where the Christ was to be born.   
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It is interesting that these religious leaders not only know that He is to be born in Bethlehem 

(2:5), but they also know that this is predicted in Micah 5:2 (2:6).  In other words, these religious 

leaders knew that Jesus was born in Bethlehem some five or six miles from where they lived and 

not one of them went there to worship Him. 

 

(Detail #3) - The Magi go to Bethlehem and find the King and return  home .  2:9-12 

 

The Magi had not seen the star in quite some time but as soon as they headed toward Bethlehem, 

the star reappeared and directed them to the exact house where Jesus lived.  When they arrived 

they found Jesus and Mary (2:11) and they fell down and worshipped Him and gave Him gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.   

 

This act by these Gentiles pictures the wealth that the nations will someday give the Messiah as 

He reigns in Jerusalem, during the Millennium (Is. 60:5, 6, 11; 61:6; 66:20; Zeph. 3:10; Hag. 

2:7-8).  These gifts were significant and needed, for this was the way God provided the means 

for Joseph to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt.  God knows what we have need of before we ask.  

The one who knows the future will provide for us in the future. 

 

The King of the Jews was not first honored by the Jews. 

 

LOCATION #2 – Christ is  hated  as a child and must flee to Egypt.  2:13-18 

 

Verses 13-15 inform us that as soon as the Magi left, Joseph had dream number two.  He was 

warned in a dream that Herod was going to try and destroy Jesus Christ.  An angel told Joseph to 

go to Egypt and Joseph obeyed.  He lived there until Herod was dead.  Even this move to Egypt 

was predicted in Scripture–it was predicted in Hosea 11:1 that God’s Son would be called out of 

Egypt. 

 

LOCATION #3 – Christ is  humiliated  as a child and must live in Nazareth.  2:19-23 

 

Verse 19 informs us that Joseph had dream number three.  When Herod was dead, an angel 

appeared to Joseph in Egypt and told him to take the child back to the land of Israel.  However, 

apparently Archelaus, Herod’s kooky, unstable and even insane son, was reigning over Judea, so 

verse 22 informs us that Joseph had dream number four, which informed him to go to Galilee.  

So Joseph did not go back to Bethlehem, but instead he went to Galilee and the King of the Jews 

ended up having as His home town, Nazareth–a city of reproach (John 1:46). 

 

Nazareth was a city that housed a Roman military base.  Most Jews hated the city and had 

nothing to do with it.  In fact, most that lived in the city were considered to be compromisers. 

To be called a Nazarene was to be called a degrading name.  Instead of this King living and 

reigning in Jerusalem, He lives in one of the most despised cities in the world.  This humiliation 

was predicted in Scripture.  The Messiah would first be despised and rejected by the Jews, just 

like the city of Nazareth. 
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Now carefully notice where God’s King is living–not as an honored king in the Jewish capital of 

Jerusalem, but as a despised resident in a Gentile city called Nazareth. 

 

Jesus Christ lives, for the most part, in Gentile people.  Jewish religious leaders have rejected 

Him and it has been Gentiles who have accepted Him and honored Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


