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FURTHER REFLECTION ON BIBLICAL MARRIAGE 
 (SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 2014) 

SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 2:21-25; EPH. 5:22-33  

INTRODUCTION 

Jesus said in John 15:18-19, 

John 15:18  “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you 
were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

We have to be careful as we characterize the suffering we face today. 

What Christians in America face today cannot be directly compared with what so many have faced 
throughout church history and even in the present day. 

At the same time we must realize the incredible hatred that exists in our nation for our Lord and 
Savior, the gospel, and the Law of God. 

Let’s be careful not to exaggerate or to be ignorant. 

And in the face of such hostility, we truly must be bold in standing for truth and also seek as much 
as possible to give a response to the lies and twisting of the truth. 

We have to be good students of the Word because not all issues can be summarized with slogans 
and bumper stickers. 

As Christians we correctly say that marriage is one man and one woman. 

Clever cynics respond by saying well what about the polygamous marriages you find all throughout 
the OT. 

How can you say marriage is one man and one woman when Solomon had 1000 wives and 
concubines? 

Others twist the law found in Deuteronomy 22:28-29 and say that marriage in the Bible means you 
can marry a woman you have just assaulted.1 

Women we are told were basically slaves not much above animals. 

The OT represented a primitive society just like the other nations in the ancient Near East. 

                                                
1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JSIObGJhgSs See also the videos of Jaclyn Glenn: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdAuBbhHIJk 
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We can’t deal in one sermon with all the questions and assaults on Scripture. I want to focus on the 
issue of polygamous marriages. 

How can we say that marriage is one man and one woman in light of the many examples of 
marriage found in the OT? 

How can we respond? 

In summary as we will see, God did establish marriage in the ideal as one man and one woman. 
Polygamy was regulated in the OT and recognized as a form of marriage.  

But powerfully these marriages are shown to be fraught with problems. 

We don’t believe truth changes. 

We must recognize that God’s work involves the calling of miserable sinners who are saved only by 
the grace of God in Jesus Christ. 

God’s Law is perfect, but it also recognized the rebellion found in man’s heart. 

God’s perfect Law was revealed to a very fallen people who only could be saved through God’s 
grace, not their own law keeping. 

We must maintain and live God’s truth in light of the many hostilities of our culture. 

1) Review of Genesis 2:21-25 

2) The Reality of Polygamy 

3) The Restoration in Christ 

 

REVIEW OF GENESIS 2:21-25 

Gen. 2:21  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he 
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;  22 And the rib, which the LORD 
God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.  23 And Adam 
said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man.  24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.  25 And they were both naked, the man and 
his wife, and were not ashamed. 

Why can we say that Genesis 2:21-25 presents the ideal picture of marriage? 

The reason we can say this comes from the testimony of Jesus Christ that we find in Matthew 19 
and parallel passages. 
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When Jesus was questioned about divorce, Jesus turned to this passage. 

Is one man and one woman marriage the only form of marriage found in Scripture? No.  

But it is certainly the ideal form found in the OT and we can say restored as the standard in Christ. 

The account in Genesis 2 so beautifully shows how marriage is not a human-devised institution. 

Adam did not go out seeking a wife. 

What Adam could not find among the animals was provided in a most amazing way by God. 

From the man, a portion of his side, flesh and bone, is taken. 

God beautifully builds the first woman. 

God then brings her to the man. 

The woman is declared – bone of my bones, flesh of my flesh, and given the name Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man. 

Following man’s first recorded poetic utterance, God declared the definition of marriage: 

A man shall forsake his father and mother 

He shall cleave to be his wife 

They shall become one flesh 

Verse 25 summarizes the wonderful bliss of innocence and perfect purity in marriage enjoyed by 
Adam and Eve before the fall. 

Here then is the ideal picture of marriage established before the fall. 

It is this picture that highlights the horror of sin and the failure of men and women found 
throughout God’s Word. 

How we need a Savior who will restore all things. 

 

THE REALITY OF POLYGAMY 

I did a very quick overview of polygamy in the OT and found at least 17 places in the OT where 
examples can be found or where God’s Law dealt with the reality of polygamy. 

Let me give a quick listing and then we will look more closely at several examples. 

Lamech  

Abram 
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Esau 

Jacob 

The Law in Exodus 21:10-11 

The Law in Leviticus 18:18 

The Law in Deuteronomy 17:14-17 and 21:15-17. 

Judges: Gideon, Jair, Ibzan, Adbon 

Elkanah 

Kings: David, Solomon, and even Josiah 

Clearly polygamy is not to be missed in the OT. 

And what we also clearly see and not to be missed are the problems found in polygamous marriages. 

We don’t know a great deal about three of the judges I mentioned earlier in comparison to others. 

Jair, a Gileadite, had thirty sons who rode on thirty donkeys. 

Ibzan of Bethlem had thirty sons and thirty daughters. 

Abdon had forty sons and thirty grandsons who rode on seventy donkeys. 

I am assuming these three judges were polygamous because of their many children. 

We are not told directly about their marriages but the mention of their many sons and references to 
donkeys indicates a desire for royal privileges and the establishment of a dynasty. Clearly these are 
not examples to follow or to praise.2 

Interestingly also the last great king of Judah, Josiah, had two wives when he was just a teenager. 

We are not told about his marriage, but we can also see that Josiah’s sons and grandson were 
rebellious. 

Even godly Josiah cannot be followed as the perfect example of a marriage and family. 

Let us consider the first two examples found in Genesis. 

The first recorded example of polygamy in Scripture significantly is that of Lamech, the great-great-
great-great grandson of Adam, the 7th in the line of the serpent through Cain. 

Lamech contrasts with another great-great-great-great grandson, Enoch, the 7th in the godly line 
through Seth. 

                                                
2 James Jordan, Judges: God’s War against Humanism, 180. Jordan states we see a drift toward humanistic 
kingship, which is one of the major themes of the second half of the Gideon story. 
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Gen. 4:19  Then Lamech took for himself two wives: the name of one was Adah, and the name 
of the second was Zillah. 

Gen. 4:23  Then Lamech said to his wives:  “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;  Wives of 
Lamech, listen to my speech!  For I have killed a man for wounding me,  Even a young man for 
hurting me.  

24  If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold,  Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.” 

I think we have to say it is significant that Lamech, a reprobate who delighted in suffering a 77-fold 
judgment, is the first example of a multiple marriage. 

We can contrast Lamech with Noah and others who we are told only had one wife. 

It certainly is not the case where we can say most of the people in the OT had multiple wives. 

Let’s consider next the example of Abram. 

Abram is a great man of faith and righteousness, but Abram was not sinless. 

He certainly had faith. He followed after God, but this does not mean he always acted according to 
the promise that God had given to him. 

Let us consider the account found in Genesis 16. 

The text is written very carefully to show how foolish it was for Sarai and Abram to come up with a 
way to deal with their problem. 

Gen. 16:1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. 

No doubt Sarai and Abram had a problem. It was a problem that God promised would be 
overcome. 

Gen. 16:1b And she had an Egyptian maidservant whose name was Hagar. 

It is interesting that the text notes that Hagar belonged to Sarai. 

Here is an interesting point. 

Some say that in the Bible, women were just slaves for other men. 

Well, in this case we have an example of a woman who was a slave or servant not to a man but to 
another woman. 

Gordon Wenham writes: 
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That Hagar is under Sarai’s control is emphasized in the following story by the personal 
adjectives, “my maid,” “her maid.” Sarai gives Hagar to Abram, and even afterwards Abram 
states, “As the maid is under your authority” (vv 2, 3, 6).3 

2 So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the LORD has restrained me from bearing children. Please, 
go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram heeded the voice of 
Sarai. 

Here is one of the reasons why polygamy was practiced in the OT – to allow a childless couple to 
have children. What we have here is a twist on simply polygamy. 

Listen again to the comments of Wenham. 

So throughout the ancient East polygamy was resorted to as a means of obviating childlessness. 
But wealthier wives preferred the practice of surrogate motherhood… The mistress could then 
feel that her maid’s child was her own and exert some control over it in a way that she could not 
if her husband simply took a second wife.4 

Look again at the end of verse 2. And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. 

We haven’t studied Genesis 3 yet, but soon we will see a very similar phrase. 

Gen. 3:17  Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you… 

3 Then Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband 
Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan.  

The language of verse 3 is also connected with Genesis 3. Listen for the verbs took and gave. 

Gen. 3:6  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her 
husband with her, and he ate. 

The text doesn’t say directly that what Abram and Sarai did was wrong and foolish. 

However, the connections this text has with Genesis 3 and the outcome that we see in this chapter 
and following chapters shows that polygamy was a foolish choice made by both Abram and Sarai. 

                                                
3 Wenham, Vol. 2, 6. 
4 Ibid., 7. 
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Abram is most responsible, but together they failed in their duty before God and in light of His 
covenant promises to them. 

As you continue reading Genesis, you will see every other example of polygamy did not work out 
very well. 

As you turn to the portions of the Law God gave to Israel you see that polygamy is not banned 
directly but discouraged and regulated. 

We can say it is discouraged because of restrictions placed on the man who for whatever reason 
seeks to marry more than one wife. 

Exodus 21:10 If he takes another wife, he shall not diminish her food, her clothing, and her 
marriage rights.  11 And if he does not do these three for her, then she shall go out free, without 
paying money. 

Lev. 18:18 Nor shall you take a woman as a rival to her sister, to uncover her nakedness while 
the other is alive 

Deut. 21:15  “If a man has two wives, one loved and the other unloved, and they have borne 
him children, both the loved and the unloved, and if the firstborn son is of her who is unloved,  
16 then it shall be, on the day he bequeaths his possessions to his sons, that he must not bestow 
firstborn status on the son of the loved wife in preference to the son of the unloved, the true 
firstborn.  17 But he shall acknowledge the son of the unloved wife as the firstborn by giving 
him a double portion of all that he has, for he is the beginning of his strength; the right of the 
firstborn is his. 

We might ask the question, why didn't God explicitly ban polygamy as many other pagan practices? 

I don’t know that we can answer this question to satisfaction. 

It was not the ideal but it was tolerated. 

Some have suggested that in some cases polygamy was better for a woman than living a life without 
any protection and provision.5 

This might be possible but we have to be careful in making such suggestions. 

What is clear is that in Christ we have an ever greater picture of what marriage is to be and 
restoration for a troubled creation and help that is to be given through His body, the church. 

Listen to 1 Cor. 7:2 

                                                
5 http://www.gotquestions.org/polygamy.html#ixzz2wXZ5x7LT 
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1 Cor. 7:2 Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let each man have his own wife, and let 
each woman have her own husband. 

Another important passage is 1 Timothy 3:2. 

1Tim. 3:2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-
minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 

There is some amount of debate about the meaning of the phrase, the husband of one wife.  

Does it exclude those unmarried, divorced, or remarried after being widowed?  

Different suggestions have been given over the years. Clearly it would exclude a man who is not 
faithful or who has more than one wife. 

So does polygamy have a place today? Not in any culture that is governed by God’s Law Word. 

It is not that God has changed or His standards have changed. 

When you compare the OT and NT, it is not that you have find two totally different standards for 
morality. 

Sexual perversion was clearly prohibited in the OT, the same we find in the NT. 

In light of the coming of Christ there is the fullness of revelation that we now enjoy and restoration 
back to the ideals that God originally set forth. 

Listen to Ephesians 5:1-2. 

Eph. 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.  2 And walk in love, as Christ also 
has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling 
aroma. 

Verse 1 I think is quite similar to the call of Lev. 20:26. 

Lev. 20:26 And you shall be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy, and have separated you 
from the peoples, that you should be Mine. 

What we see in verse 2 strengthens the call we have now to live lives of holiness in light of what 
Christ has done for us. 

This is clearly then what we see in Ephesians 5. 

Look at what God’s Word again rebukes in verses 3-7: 

Fornication, uncleanness, covetousness, filthiness, foolish talking, course jesting. 
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You also see how throughout this passage the reason is the full light that we have in Christ. 

Look at verse 8 and also verse 14. 

So clearly for the Christian it is not that God has reduced His standards in light of the fullness of 
grace and revelation in Jesus Christ.  

Far from it. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

We must maintain and live God’s truth in light of the many hostilities of our culture. 

A testimony of God’s grace to undeserved sinners. 

A testimony that God’s Law gives the standard for the individual and for the nation. 

A testimony of living consistently according to the great revelation that we have been given. 

 

 

Prayer 

Hymn 644 

 

 

BENEDICTION – JUDE 24, 25 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling,  And to present you faultless  Before the 
presence of His glory with exceeding joy,   To God our Savior,  Who alone is wise,  Be glory and 

majesty,  Dominion and power,  Both now and forever.  Amen. 

 


