
Mk. 10:17-27  “The Eye of the Needle”

For the Children: We have a saying, “like looking for a needle in a haystack.”  It refers to an impossible task.  When 
Jesus says entering His Kingdom is as hard as getting a camel to go through the eye of a needle, He is also saying it is 
an impossible task.  Impossible, that is, for sinful people.  Thankfully, He then goes on to say that it is NOT impossible 
for God.  We cannot make ourselves enter God’s Kingdom, by our own good deeds.  But God can bring us there by 
giving us faith in the Lord Jesus.  Questions: How do know we are really followers of the Lord Jesus?  In what way did 
the Rich Young Ruler fail to be a true follower of the Lord Jesus?  Did the young man really keep all God’s 
commandments?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: A Failed Entrant
• A “Good” Man Comes Running: The Rich Young Ruler is a “good” man by human standards.  He has been 

made a “ruler” already at a young age.  He has been blessed with wealth.  He is very earnest, and very 
respectful to the Lord.  He regards himself as having kept all God’s laws from an early age

• A Works-Righteousness Man Fails to Enter: However, this man has a works-righteousness mentality – “What 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  He has a superficial view of the Law, of human goodness and merit.  The 
problem with his view of “goodness” is highlighted by the Lord’s observation that only God is good.  This is a 
way of showing him that human goodness is not good enough to satisfy God.  In fact, man is not good – he is 
totally depraved!  Law-keeping can indeed lead to life - if you are perfect at it.  Sinners can only be saved by 
looking to the Lord Jesus in child-like faith and dependency (10:14-15)

• Not So Good After All: The Lord’s challenge to sell all, give the money to the poor and follow Him, exposes 
the man’s failure to uphold the Law.  He has been coveting and making material wealth his idol

Second Point: An Impossible Entry
• Hard for the Rich: The problem is not just with the occasional materialist.  The Lord states that it is hard for 

the wealthy-in-general to enter the kingdom of God (v. 27).  This applies to those who are rich in any blessing 
of this life: such things can easily become an end in themselves.  The point is that even those who are richly 
blessed struggle in this way .  Our sin turns blessings into idols and curses!

• Hard for Anyone: The picture is broadened even more in v. 24.  It is hard for anyone to enter the kingdom of 
God.  No one naturally wants to sacrifice all to follow Jesus

• So Hard It’s Impossible: It is harder to enter the kingdom than for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.  In 
other words, it is impossible for sinful man, acting in his own strength and seeking entry by his own deeds.  If 
even the most pious (like the Rich Young Ruler) can’t do it, who can?  See Rom. 8:7-8  

Third Point: The God of the Impossible
• All Things Possible: What is impossible for man in his own strength is not impossible for God in His infinite 

power and grace (v. 27).  Jesus has used the Law to expose the impossibility of works-salvation.  Now He 
brings in the Gospel to give hope to sinners

• Entrance Through God’s Gift: We are implicitly directed here to the Lord Jesus as God’s free gift of grace. 
What man cannot achieve, God can freely give

• Entrance Through God’s Door: Similarly, while sinners are unable to force an entrance into the kingdom, God 
can open a door and bring them through.  Christ is that “Door” (Jn. 10:7-10, 14:6) 

• Following Him: However, entering that Door means following Him as a disciple – denying self, taking up 
one’s cross, being willing to give up anything for His sake (8:34-38; 9:13f) – including wealth - in child-like 
faith and dependency upon Him (10:15-16)

Conclusion:


