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WHY PREACH ON GOSSIP?

Our calling:
Ephesians 4:1-3 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to 
walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called,  2  with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love,  3  eager to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.

A warning:
Proverbs 16:28 A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer 
(gossip) separates close friends.
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Review from Last Week
Ephesians 4:17-24, 29 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no 
longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds.  18  They are darkened 
in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that 
is in them, due to their hardness of heart.  19  They have become callous and have 
given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity.  20  
But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21  assuming that you have heard 
about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus,  22  to put off your old 
self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful 
desires,  23  and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds,  24  and to put on the 
new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.  …29  
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.

1 Corinthians 2:14  The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they 
are spiritually discerned.

Ephesians 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us,  5  even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—
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Renewing of our minds happens when:
• We read, study, meditate on and memorize God’s Word.
• We pray.
• We are taught by other believers who teach sound doctrine and 

refute false teaching and rightly handle the Word of God.
• We talk to and gather together with other believers and we have the 

opportunity to:
– Admonish, encourage and help each other (1 Thessalonians 

5:14)
– Exhort one another every day (Hebrews 3:13)
– Gently restore those who are caught up in sin (Galatians 6:1)

Examples in Scripture of corrupting talk that we are to put off:
• Crooked, devious, perverse (Proverbs 4:24)
• Filthiness, foolish talk, crude joking (Ephesians 5:4)
• Boasting in ourselves (James 4:16)
• Grumbling (Philippians 2:14)
• Gossip and slander (2 Corinthians 12:20)
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THEY ARE GOSSIPS, SLANDERS…
Romans 1:29-32 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They 
are gossips,  30  slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of 
evil, disobedient to parents,  31  foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.  32  Though they 
know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they 
not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.

Our tendency is to minimize certain sins that are more socially acceptable, like gossip, 
but here gossip and slander are listed right alongside haters of God and inventors of 
evil.

Romans 1:32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such 
things deserve to die,… - like all other sins, gossip and slander are worthy of death and 
eternal punishment in hell.

Matthew 12:36-37 I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for 
every careless word they speak, 37  for by your words you will be justified, and by your 
words you will be condemned."
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THEY ARE GOSSIPS, SLANDERS…
Romans 1:32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such 
things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice 
them.

How might we give approval to these things?

Proverbs 17:4 An evildoer listens to wicked lips, and a liar gives ear to a mischievous 
tongue.

Also, what we set before ourselves – magazines, TV, etc.

We can’t deceive ourselves or our children by saying sin doesn’t feel good in the 
moment.

Proverbs 18:8 The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels; they go down into 
the inner parts of the body.

Hebrews 11:24-25 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son 
of Pharaoh's daughter,  25  choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God 
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.

6



DEFINING GOSSIP/SLANDER
1 Timothy 5:13 Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about from house to house, 
and not only idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying what they should not.

– Gossips - “tattlers”, means full or overflowing with talk. 
– Idlers, gossips and busybodies are overflowing with things that should not be 

said.
Proverbs 11:13 Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who is 
trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing covered. 

– Slanderer - a tale bearer or scandal monger (trader or dealer), basically one 
who travels around trading in secrets about the faults of others. 

We see in these two verses that gossip and slander are saying what should not be said
or revealing secrets – in other words, “saying OR listening to something bad about 
someone else”.  So there we have the first part of our definition.  
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DEFINING GOSSIP/SLANDER
Gossip, slander and whispering:

Proverbs 20:19 (NIV) A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid anyone who talks 
too much.
Proverbs 20:19 (ESV) Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets; therefore 
do not associate with a simple babbler.

Proverbs 18:8 (ESV) The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels; they go 
down into the inner parts of the body.
Proverbs 18:8 (HCSB) A gossip's words are like choice food that goes down to 
one's innermost being.

In modern English, the basic distinction between gossip and slander is that slander is 
known to be untrue by the person speaking it.

Legal definition: Libel and slander are both “wrongs that harm a reputation; decrease 
respect, regard, or confidence; or induce disparaging, hostile, or disagreeable opinions 
or feelings against an individual or entity”.  Legally, the difference between slander and 
libel is that libel is doing that in writing or some other medium where it can be seen, 
whereas slander is just doing that with spoken words.  
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DEFINING GOSSIP/SLANDER
Though similar, obviously some difference - Romans 1:29-30 …They are gossips, 
slanderers,…

Gossips - “a whisperer”
Slanderer - “an evil speaker or backbiter”.

Not a difference in content, but rather in how that content is delivered.  Gossip is done 
more privately, and slander is done more openly.

We can also say something bad by not saying enough or manipulating what we do
say in order to give a bad impression.
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DEFINING GOSSIP/SLANDER – SAYING OR LISTENING TO 
SOMETHING BAD ABOUT SOMEONE ELSE…

Romans 1:29 – Greek word gossip could also be a whisperer.

Proverbs 26:20 For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there is no whisperer, 
quarreling ceases.

First part of our definition was…”Saying or listening to something bad about 
someone else,” we can add to that “it is something done behind someone’s back”,   
when they are not there to defend themselves.   

How would this have been done in the times of the OT and NT?  From house to house 
or tent to tent (1 Timothy 5:13).

Times have changed!

Telephone, then cellphones, e-mail, texting, blogs and Facebook.

2nd Quarter of 2014 – In North America alone – 152 million people accessed Facebook 
on a daily basis, spending 40 minutes a day.

Also, average user has more than 300 “friends” who “like” them.
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DEFINING GOSSIP/SLANDER – SAYING OR LISTENING TO 
SOMETHING BAD ABOUT SOMEONE ELSE…

Scriptures that can help us in our online interactions:

– Proverbs 18:17 The one who states his case first seems right, until the other 
comes and examines him.

– Proverbs 18:13 If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and 
shame.

What if we stopped with our definition of gossip and slander being “saying or 
listening to something bad behind someone’s back”?
Would these be examples of slander?

– 3 John 1:9-10 I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who 
likes to put himself first, does not acknowledge our authority.  10 So if I come, I 
will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked nonsense against us. And not 
content with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers, and also stops those who 
want to and puts them out of the church.

– 1 Timothy 1:19-20 … By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their 
faith,  20  among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed 
over to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.
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DEFINING GOSSIP/SLANDER – SAYING OR LISTENING TO 
SOMETHING BAD ABOUT SOMEONE ELSE…

John and Paul are trying to protect others by warning them about false teachers –
protecting them from spiritual dangers.  We must do the same.  

The commands for biblical church discipline in Matthew 18 are something else that 
would be slander if our definition of gossip or slander was “saying or listening to 
something bad behind someone’s back”? .

Matthew 18:15-17 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between 
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does 
not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established 
by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and 
a tax collector.

Just because it is true, doesn’t mean it needs to be said – needs to fit the occasion to be 
something that will build up and give grace.

Must look at the heart.
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DEFINING GOSSIP/SLANDER – SAYING OR LISTENING TO 
SOMETHING BAD ABOUT SOMEONE ELSE, BEHIND THEIR 

BACK…
Gossip/Slander: “saying or listening to something bad, behind someone’s back, out 
of a bad heart” (with bad motives).

This is a reminder that God’s standard is not just to do the right thing, or mean well 
when we do something, but that we do the right thing (tested by using the right standard 
– the Bible) (Romans 12:2) with the right motives (proceed from faith, out of love) 
(Romans 14:23, 1 Corinthians 13:1-3), with our ultimate goal being His glory (1 
Corinthians 10:31).

Luke 6:45 The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and 
the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaks.

1 John 3:9-10 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides 
in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God.  10  By this it 
is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever 
does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his 
brother.
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DEFINING GOSSIP/SLANDER – SAYING OR LISTENING TO 
SOMETHING BAD ABOUT SOMEONE ELSE, BEHIND THEIR 

BACK…
If you make a practice of sinning – as a style of life you are letting foul corrupting talk 
come out of your mouth, if you are gossiping, slandering, whispering, quarreling with 
others, etc.  John tells you that you should have concerns about whether you are truly 
born again.

The response should not be to try to fix the way you talk (to try to hang fruit on a dead 
tree), but the response God commands is for you to repent and believe the gospel.

What about the truly converted, blood-bought Christian?  Can they struggle with sin?  
YES.  But let’s look at the difference between the true and false convert.
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15

Romans 2:15 They show that 
the work of the law is written 
on their hearts, while their 
conscience also bears witness, 
and their conflicting thoughts 
accuse or even excuse them.

2 Corinthians 7:9-10 As it is, I 
rejoice, not because you were 
grieved, but because you were 
grieved into repenting. For you 
felt a godly grief, so that you 
suffered no loss through us.  10  
For godly grief produces a 
repentance that leads to 
salvation without regret, 
whereas worldly grief produces 
death.

Conscience 
and truth are 
getting in the 
way of what 
they love 
(sin).
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John 14:21 Whoever has 
my commandments and 
keeps them, he it is who 
loves me. And he who 
loves me will be loved by 
my Father, and I will love 
him and manifest myself to 
him."

1 John 5:3 For this is the 
love of God, that we keep 
his commandments. And 
his commandments are not 
burdensome.

Conscience 
and truth are 
getting in the 
way of what 
they love 
(sin).

The battle of 
sin/temptation 
is getting in 
the way of 
what they 
love (Jesus & 
obedience)
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John 3:8  The wind blows 
where it wishes, and you 
hear its sound, but you do 
not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit."

Ezekiel 36:26-27  And I will 
give you a new heart, and a 
new spirit I will put within 
you. And I will remove the 
heart of stone from your flesh 
and give you a heart of flesh.  
27  And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes and be 
careful to obey my rules.

Conscience 
and truth are 
getting in the 
way of what 
they love 
(sin).

The battle of 
sin/temptation 
is getting in 
the way of 
what they 
love (Jesus & 
obedience)



DEFINING GOSSIP/SLANDER – SAYING OR LISTENING TO 
SOMETHING BAD ABOUT SOMEONE ELSE, BEHIND THEIR 

BACK…

Husbands and wives – marriage is not a free pass to gossip.

Children – tattling is gossiping to someone in authority
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HEART MOTIVATIONS THAT CAN LEAD US INTO GOSSIP

Ephesians 4:1-3 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called,  2  with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,  3  eager to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Colossians 3:8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
and obscene talk from your mouth.

There seems to be a progression here that puts in a real life example the principle we 
saw in  Luke 6:45 … for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

In Colossians 3:8 - person is letting anger, wrath and malice rule in their hearts, which 
results in slander and obscene talk coming out of their mouths.  If we try to focus on 
changing the talk that comes out of our mouths without addressing the heart, we will 
never be able to put those sins to death.  We have to go in and attack them at the root 
and put them to death there.
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HEART MOTIVATIONS THAT CAN LEAD US INTO GOSSIP

1. Attention or Power

Proverbs 11:13 Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who is 
trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing covered.

slandering - a tale bearer or scandal monger (trader or dealer), basically one who 
travels around trading in secrets about the faults of others. 

This person is a gossip trader or salesman, with the heart motive of attention and 
power.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  10  For the sake of Christ, 
then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong.
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HEART MOTIVATIONS THAT CAN LEAD US INTO GOSSIP

2. Jealousy or discontentment

Proverbs 16:28 A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close 
friends.

Whisperer - a murmurer, a grumbler or back-biter.  

This person goes around complaining about people behind their backs.  

This type of gossip is now “venting”

Adultery has been changed to “an extra-marital relationship” and other sexual sins are 
now “alternative lifestyles”.  We change the names in an attempt to fool ourselves.  We 
must use biblical terminology rather than the euphemisms for sin that the world has 
concocted.

We can be tempted to grumble behind someone’s back:
• Rather than overlooking an offense
• Rather than addressing sin biblically in light of Matthew 18
• Just because they have preferences that are different than ours or habits that annoy 

us. 
All of these things are sin and flow out of a heart that is self-centered or not content.  21



HEART MOTIVATIONS THAT CAN LEAD US INTO GOSSIP

3. Busybodies

1 Timothy 5:13 Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about from house to house, 
and not only idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying what they should not.

What are the things that cause us to fall into this type of gossip?

2 Thessalonians 3:11 For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at 
work, but busybodies.

If we are busy living lives worthy of the gospel - being faithful Christians, husbands, 
wives, fathers, mothers, children, church members, evangelists and disciple makers, 
this will help us to avoid being busybodies. 

4. Pride

We might gossip about others to feel better about ourselves or look better in the eyes of 
those we are gossiping to.
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WHAT IF YOU ARE THE VICTIM OF GOSSIP/SLANDER?

• Preach the gospel to yourself. 
• Remember that you also must not fear men and seek their approval over God’s.
• Remember God is sovereign.  For his children, He is working all things for their 

good (Romans 8:28).  Remember the example of Joseph.  Genesis 50:19-20 But 
Joseph said to them, "Do not fear, for am I in the place of God?  20  As for you, you 
meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today.

• Remember God’s definition of “good” is conforming you to the image of Christ 
(Romans 8:29). 

• Pray (David’s example in Psalm 140)
• Love them – even if they are your enemies – (Matthew 5:43, 1 Peter 3:9). How do 

we love others?
– Praying for them (Romans 12:14).  If they are not converted look for the 

opportunity to preach the gospel to them and pray that God would save them.  
– If they are among the Saints:

• Help them if they are in need (1 John 3:17)
• Show hospitality to them (Romans 12:13) 
• If the particular case of gossip and slander is not something that can and 

should be overlooked, the loving thing might be to go to them as per 
Matthew 18. 23



WHAT DO I DO INSTEAD OF GOSSIPING?

The definition for gossip and slander we have come up from Scripture is “saying or 
listening to something bad, behind someone’s back, out of a bad heart”.  

In turning these things around and looking at them from the positive aspects, we could 
ask:

• Is what I am saying or listening to good news or for the person’s good?
• Is there a reason to be sharing this or listening to this without the person here? (We 

should be practicing saying good things about people behind their backs).
• Does what is being shared edify those sharing, receiving and those the information 

is about? 
• To probe into our heart motive for speaking or listening to what might be gossip we 

could ask ourselves “Why am I saying this?”, “Why am I listening to this?”, “Why 
am I posting this online?”, “Would I want someone saying these things about me if 
the roles were reversed?”, “What am I trying to make others think about this 
person?”
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SUMMARY
The eternal consequences of gossip and slander:
• Romans 1:29-32 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, 

covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. 
They are gossips,  30  slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,  31  foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.  32  
Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things 
deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.

The effect of gossip and slander within the Body of Christ:
• Proverbs 16:28 A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer (gossip) separates 

close friends.
• Ephesians 4:1-3 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 

worthy of the calling to which you have been called,  2  with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,  3  eager to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

• When the Body of Christ is unified and pure, it is an encouragement for the Saints, a 
testimony to the world of the life transforming power of the gospel, and it brings 
Glory to our Father in heaven.  When the church is not unified and pure, the 
opposite is true, as Paul says in Romans 2:24 For, as it is written, "The name of 
God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you."
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