
Understanding Christian Apologetics
Lesson 6:  Finding Flaws in People’s Thinking

I. Exposing Self-Refuting Arguments1

A. Employing the law of noncontradiction  

1. Contradictory statements cannot both be true at the same time 
because this would be illogical  

2. When an assertion contradicts itself, it is self-refuting  

B. Steps to follow 

1. Identify the basic premise or claim  

2. Ask whether the premise or claim applies to itself  

3. Ask whether the premise or claim meets its own criteria  

4. Use a question to point out the problem 

C. Examples 

1. “There are no absolutes.” (Isn’t this an absolute claim?)  

2. “No one can know any truth about religion.” (How did you come 
to know this truth about religion?)  

3. “People should never impose their values on others.” (Why are you 
imposing your values on me?)  

4. “God doesn’t take sides.” (Do you think God agrees with you when 
you say that he doesn’t take sides?  Doesn’t this mean God is taking 
your side?)  

5. “The Bible contains errors because it was written by human 
beings.” (Are you saying that people always make mistakes?  If so, 
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then doesn’t this mean that your assertion about the Bible must be 
false?)  

6. “I don’t believe in religion because there is no scientific evidence 
for it.” (What is the scientific evidence for your belief that science is 
the only reliable source of truth?)  

II. Identifying Practical Contradictions2

A. Some assertions that are not logically contradictory are nevertheless 
practically unworkable  

B. Examples 

1. “It is wrong for you to say that people are wrong.” (Aren’t you 
breaking your own rule in telling me that I am wrong?)  

2. “It is wrong to try to change other people’s religious beliefs.” (Then 
why are you trying to make Christians change their beliefs about 
the necessity of evangelism?)  

3. “You shouldn’t force your morality on other people.” (Then why 
are you forcing your morality on me?)  

a) Koukl:  “The only consistent response for a relativist is, 
‘Pushing morality is wrong for me, but that’s just my 
personal opinion and has nothing to do with you.  Please 
ignore me.’” [p. 124]  

b) C. S. Lewis:  “Whenever you find a man who says he does 
not believe in a real Right and Wrong, you will find the same 
man going back on this a moment later.  He may break his 
promise to you, but if you try breaking one to him he will be 
complaining ‘It’s not fair’.” [cited on p. 124]  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III. Views that Are at Odds with Each Other3

A. Sometimes a person will say two things that cannot both be true  

1. The Hindu who insists that Gandhi must be in heaven because he 
was so good (Hindus believe that reality is a illusion, which means 
there is no such a thing as objective goodness)  

2. The person who argues that morality is relative and cites the 
objective fact of evil as proof against the existence of God (How can 
he identify anything as objectively evil?)  

3. The person who argues that homosexuality is morally acceptable 
because it is rooted in a person’s nature and then argues that 
homosexual couples should be allowed to adopt babies or employ 
artificial insemination (If nature dictates morality, then a same-sex 
couple should not be allowed to raise children because they cannot 
naturally produce children)  

B. Sometimes a claim that is dependent on a previous claim actually denies 
that previous claim 

1. Anyone who makes a moral judgment about something is relying 
on the existence of an objective standard by which moral judgments 
can be made  

2. C.S. Lewis:  “My argument against God was that the universe 
seemed so cruel and unjust.  But how had I gotten this idea of just 
and unjust?  A man does not call something crooked unless he has 
some idea of a straight line.” [137]  

3. “Ironically, evil does not prove atheism.  It proves just the opposite.  
There can only be a problem of evil if God exists.  It is a problem 
only a theist can raise, not an atheist.  When a atheist voices the 
concern, he gets caught in a suicidal dilemma.” [138]  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IV. Dealing with the Problem of Evil  4

A. How should we respond to those who contend that the suffering and evil 
in the world proves that the God of the Bible (the God who is both all-
powerful and all-good) does not exist?  

B. Flawed explanations for the existence of evil  

1. God created evil in order to bring about a greater good  

a) While God brings good out of evil, he does not create evil  

b) Incompatible with the biblical teaching that God is 
completely holy (Jas. 1:13-14)  

2. Evil is an illusion (Hinduism; Christian Science; the “stiff upper 
lip” mentality) 

a) It is true that evil does not have an existence of its own 
because it is always a distortion or misuse of what is good  

b) The Bible does not treat evil as an illusion but as an enemy 
that has invaded and corrupted God’s good world  

3. Good and evil depend upon one another for their existence 
(dualism; Manichaeism; Eastern concept of yin and yang)  

a) It is true that evil somehow fits into God’s good plan  

b) However, to say that evil is necessary is to make God the 
author of evil  

4. God created the possibility of evil in order to guarantee human 
freedom 

a) Says that because coerced love is not true love, God created 
man with the freedom to choose for him or against him  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b) It is true that evil came into the world through the free 
choices of God’s creatures  

c) This view still makes God responsible for evil, since he 
created a world in which evil could be introduced  

d) This view also diminishes our doctrine of God, since it says 
that he relinquishes some of his control over all things  

C. The Bible’s teaching on the problem of evil  

1. The question of why God created a world in which evil would 
occur is left unanswered  

2. Evil did not come into the world as a surprise to God, nor is it 
outside of his plan  

3. God’s sovereignty and human freedom and responsibility exist 
along side each other:  “God from all eternity did, by the most wise 
and holy counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably ordain 
whatsoever comes to pass:  yet so, as thereby neither is God the 
author of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures, nor 
is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, but 
rather established.” (Westminster Confession of Faith, 3.2)  

4. God sent his Son into the world to overcome evil  


