
The Interpretation of Acts 
 

Introduction: Titus 1:9  

 

 

Part 1: Applying the Kingdom in Acts 

 

 

 

Part 2: Applying Acts in Careful and Healthy Ways 

 

 

Is the book of Acts normative for the church today? 

Is the book of Acts description or prescription?   

 

 

“A quick guided tour of Acts will soon reveal what a huge 

question this is. The problem of normativeness stares the 

reader in the face on almost every page.” (“How Normative Is Acts,” 

by Stephen Voorwinde) 

 

 

[Remember: “descriptive” does not mean “irrelevant!”] 

 

 

We expect that some of it will be prescription because: 

• Acts records the early years of the same overall “age” 

that we live in: the age of the church.  

• The introduction to Luke (1:4) makes it clear that Luke 

was not writing Theophilus for simply factual or 

historical reasons, but for personal spiritual impact.  

• There are instructions and commands in the book that 

are clearly directed toward Christians in general.  

 

We can’t assume that it is all prescription because:  

• Acts records events that would not be repeated. 

• Acts records a transitional time period. 

• Acts has a descriptive genre. 

• Acts has a descriptive style. 

 

Is the book of Acts description or prescription? It’s all 

relevant description, with some parts that are also 

prescription.  

 

How do we identify those parts that are prescription?  

 

1. The more closely the situation can be paralleled to a 

modern local church situation (or evangelistic 

situation), the more likely it is that we should expect 

prescription. 

2. The more direct the commands, the more likely it is 

that we should expect prescription.  

3. The more this is reinforced in other parts of the New 

Testament, especially the letters to the churches, the 

more we should expect prescription.  

4. The more consistent a pattern is, the more we can 

expect prescription.  

 

Examples:  

Acts 1:21-26  

 

 

Acts 2:4  

 

 

Acts 2:44-45  

 

 

Acts 3:19  

 

 

Acts 20:28  

 

 

Conclusion 
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