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Read Mark 9:17-31. 

a. The disciples hadn’t said a word, but they’d seen & heard 

everything that went on between Jesus & the RYR: 

 

i. The impressive enthusiasm & piety & affluence. 

 

ii. Jesus’ penetrating 10 Commandment questions… 

 

1. At first things seemed to go well (v. 19 - the 

Second table of the Law). 

 

2. But then Jesus circled back around & lovingly 

applied the 1st Commandment to the man’s deep-

seated selfishness: 

 

a. Do you recall the 1
st
 Commandment?  You 

shall have no other God’s before Me. (Ex 

20:3) 

 

b. (Read quote of v. 21) “One thing you lack: 

go and sell all you possess, and give to…” 

 

c. Those troubling last words; we’ll soon see 

that they lodged themselves in Peter’s mind. 

 

iii. The men witnessed the gloomy & grieved retreat of the 

wealthy man whose property had become his idol.(pause) 

 

b. Jesus turned from watching the RYR, and seized the 

opportunity to drive home a lesson about the Gospel.  

 

i. His words were short & simple … & shockingly clear. 

 

ii. But the more He preached, the more astonished His 

disciples became! 

c. Here is Jesus’ shocking truth about the Gospel. 

i. Bad news – you can’t enter heaven (vv. 23-26). 

ii. Good news – God can let you in (vv 27).        PRAY 

iii. Some Fine print – it’s free…but it ain’t easy (vv. 28-31). 
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1.  Bad news – you can’t enter heaven (vv. 23-26)! 
  

a.   Did you catch what He said?  “How hard it will be for those who 

      are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!” 

 

i. The disciples were amazed.  The looked blankly at Jesus. 

 

ii. Like most 1
st
 Century Jews, they were convinced that 

prosperity was a mark of God’s favor! 

 

 The richer you were, the more God must like 

you! 

 

     iii.  Doesn’t that sound like the modern Prosperity Gospel  

           movement?  The reward of great faith is great stuff !?! 

 

     iv.  Jesus’ words about the rich were just the opposite of everything  

           the Twelve believed! 

 

 

b. Then Jesus fired His second salvo.  It was even harder to swallow 

than the first: 

 

i. V. 24 (quote) – “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom 

of God!”  

 

ii. Do you see what Jesus just did?  Now it’s not just the rich who 

struggle to enter Heaven…everyone is in danger! 
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c. Just in case the disciples missed His point, the Teacher fortified 

His tough words with a clear picture. 

 

i. (Jesus used the best sermon illustrations!)  V. 25 – quote: 

 

“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle that 

for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 

 

 The camel was the biggest animal in Palestine. 

 The needle’s eye is one of the smallest openings. 

 

 

ii.  You get the point, don’t you!  It’s impossible for the rich to be  

     saved; it’s impossible for any of us to be saved! 

 

 

d.   Jesus’ friends were shocked by the Gospel. 

 

i. Their reaction in v. 26 was even stronger than v. 24:  they were 

shocked, stunned, dismayed, confused, confounded, astonished, 

floored, flabbergasted – Jesus’ words struck them like a blow to 

the head with a blunt object. 

 

ii. “And who can be saved?”  Don’t read this as a simple question; 

                    the men are protesting Jesus’ words – howling! 

 

 “Then who can be saved?”  That’s just Jesus’ 

point! 
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e.  People want to soften Jesus’ words here.  

 

i. For example, many people want to tone down that super picture 

of the great big camel & the tiny eye of the needle 

 

a. Maybe some scribe confused the Greek word for camel with 

the Greek word for a ship’s cable (they’re really similar). 

 

b. Maybe Jesus was referring to a merchant pushing his 

overloaded camel through a little gate in Jerusalem named 

the Needle’s Eye. 

 

c. No!  Neither history nor biblical studies support those 

explanations. 

 

d. V. 25 was actually a pretty common proverb used to paint a 

     picture about impossible things!  (Similar in the Koran!) 

 

e.   And beloved, Jesus wouldn’t want you or me to soften the 

      impact of His teaching… 

 

f.   It’s impossible for anyone who holds onto any kind of  

idol – who loves something in this world more than she/he loves 

Jesus, to enter Heaven. 

 

 

 

 

Jesus says it’s impossible for any of us to enter heaven!   

 

 

 

You know, “Gospel” means “Good News” – but… 

 

…if this were the only thing you knew about the Gospel, it would be bad 

news…  
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2. But there is still good news – God can let you in (vv 27). 
 

a. “And who can be saved!?!”  The Twelve were floored! 

 

b. First, Jesus looked at them carefully.  (Our passage keeps 

referring to how Jesus would just look these men:  vv. 21, 23, 

27).  Can you imagine how it must have riveted the attention of 

the RYR, and then the Disciples, to have Jesus just pause… & 

look into each face? 

 

c. Jesus’ words were so simple; your English translation is almost 

lifted literally out of the Greek:  “With men it is impossible, but 

not with God; for all things are possible with God.” 

 

d. Three crucial Greek words in Jesus’ Good News explanation: 

 

i. s – impossible, powerless. Are you weighing 

your chances of being good enough for Heaven? 

Impossible…you’re powerless.  (That’s bad news!) 

 

ii. s – able, powerful.  This word is just the opposite 

of impossible & powerless.   
 

 Beloved, God – only God – has the 

power to save you! 

 

And right between the impossible & the powerful is a bold black line painted 

by my 3
rd

 word…  

 

iii.  - but.  Jesus draws a thick black line between what 

man can’t do and what God can.  There’s just no 

comparison… 
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e. Jesus said entering heaven is impossible for man.  Why is that? 

  

i. Turn with me to Ephesians 2:1-3. 

 

ii. What’s true about every lost person you know? 

 

iii. They’re dead… (2:1)  Paul develops that idea vividly:  

 

1. They walk in Satanic worldliness…(2:2) 

 

2. They have natures that mark them for 

wrath…(2:3) 

 

3. Dead men don’t walk…into the Kingdom of God. 

 

4. Slaves don’t simply slip their chains…and wander 

at will into the Kingdom of God. 

 

iv. It’s impossible for the lost to do anything to save 

themselves. 

 

1. Can we bone up on our theology a little here? 

 

2. Jesus is teaching the Doctrine of Total Depravity.  

 

3. …that we can’t do anything to enter the Kingdom. 

 

4. s – impossible, powerless 

 

f. But Jesus said entering heaven is possible!  How?  With God! 

 

i. Your salvation is possible… w/ God alone. 

 

ii. Are you still in Ephesians 2?  Let’s read on!  (vv. 4-7) 

 

1. But God…you were spiritually dead, but God! 

2. V. 5 – Paul can’t resist reminding us again we 

were dead (same as v. 1). 

3. V. 5 again:  Here’s our Good News!  But 

God…made us alive together with Christ!  (2X) 
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iii. How did He do it?  There it is, in vv. 8 & 9… 

 

1. Not by works…dead men can’t work! 

 

2. By faith thru grace!  By faith in the atoning work 

of Jesus (Mark 8:31 & 9:31): 

 

a. He must suffer, 

b. …must be rejected, 

c. …must be murdered 

d. …must rise again.   

 

3. We can enter heaven, by the faith that God gives 

us as His saving gift. 

 

g. This idea of God being the one who must make my salvation 

possible causes some to be uncomfortable!  

 

i. Beloved if you believe Ephesians 2:1 is true (you 

spiritual death), 

  

ii. then God’s loving & merciful power (s) is the all 

the reason you need for great joy! 

 

Being spiritually powerless is bad news… 

But here’s good news for the humble & contrite of heart – God is able to 

pour on His grace & let you in! 
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3. Fine print – it’s free but it ain’t easy (read vv. 28-31). 
 

a. Peter had been processing this whole deal:  the entrance of the 

impressive RYR, Jesus’ words about selling all, the RYR 

grieved exit, Jesus’ astonishing & shocking explanation of the 

impossible – you can’t save yourself, and the relief of the 

possible – God can you save you! 

 

b. And perhaps Peter was playing back Jesus’ definition of 

repentance & faith (Mk 8):  If anyone wishes to come after Me, 

let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”  

 

c. Now he just blurts out:  “Look!  We have left everything and 

followed You.” 

 

i. When you dip into Peter’s Gr grammar, the fisherman is 

saying that not only did he turn to follow Jesus in the 

past, but he’s followed as Lord ever since. 

 

ii. Matt 19 - Indicates that Peter wanted to know what was 

in it for him.  Would there be any reward for following 

the Master?  …  v.27 ”What then will there be for us?” 

(...pause…) 

d. “Truly I say to you…”  Whenever Jesus used that formula, He 

was calling attention to what He was about to say. 

 

e. Here (v. 29) are the kinds of idols that people give up to follow 

Christ & obey His gospel:  house, brothers, sisters, mother, 

father, children, farms.  

 Security, family, livelihood. 

 What hits closer to home than 

these…? 

 



 9 

f. Here are the kinds of rewards that Jesus gives His children: 

 

i. V. 30:  If you give up your idols to follow Jesus, He will 

bless you 100 fold – many times over.   

 

ii. Jesus gave three categories of promises:  (1) an increase 

in blessing in this life (i.e., family relationships we enjoy 

in the context of church).  Beloved, don’t forget we are a 

family here:  warts & all. 

 

iii. (2) An increase in persecution! 

 

1. Peter & all his friends would suffer persecution as 

Christ’s apostles. 

 

2. Paul wrote that all those who walk godly in Christ 

Jesus will suffer persecution. 

 

iv. (3) The blessing of eternal life in the age to come!  

That’s what we’re all looking for:  life everlasting! 

 

g. Then Jesus ended with a word of caution (read v. 31).   

 

i. Peter was concerned about what would be in it for him. 

 

ii. And all the disciples continued to quarrel over which one 

was the greatest. 

 

iii. This sounds a lot like something Jesus had said to these 

men just a few months earlier:  

 

 “If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all, and 

servant of all.”  (9:35) 
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4. You can tell Jesus loves these men. 
 

a. Even though they struggled to keep up with Him. 

 

b. In the midst of all this tough teaching, His words were tender.  

“Children…” v. 24. 

 

c. Jesus’ tough love meant preaching a shocking Gospel. 

 

1. We live in a day when the Church tells the lost that 

salvation is easy.  Just pray this prayer.  Just ask 

Jesus into your heart.  Just be baptized. 

 

2. We don’t ask men & women & boys & girls to 

repent.  To turn from their idols. 

 

3. Our 21
st
 century congregations are full of people 

who won’t live in holiness.  Our rolls are full of 

people who won’t come to church. 

 

4. We hope our children are saved, but they don’t 

live like it – and we’re too busy or too afraid to 

confront them! 

 

d. Why? Because we haven’t preached to our neighbors & friends 

& children the way Jesus preached to His friends: 

 

i. You can’t enter heaven.  You aren’t able.  Like the 

RYR, you won’t forsake you idols.  You don’t 

understand true goodness. 

 

ii. But here’s good news – God is able.  He is rich in mercy.  

He gives grace & faith to the spiritually dead. 

 

iii. Here’s the fine print – the Good News is free, but it 

ain’t easy.  These true disciples heard Jesus – “Come, 

follow Me”…and they turned & followed. 

   

Pray! 
 


