
BOOK OF 1 THESSALONIANS
PLEASING GOD

1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12

6 Things In A Christian’s Walk That Pleases God:
I. ENDURING  SUFFERING! (Vs. 1-2)

A. Paul Had Suffered During His First Missionary Journey
With Barnabas.
1. Antioch in Pisidia.

Acts 13:50  But the Jews stirred up the devout and
honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and
raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and
expelled them out of their coasts. 

Acts 13:51-52 51  But they shook off the dust of their
feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 52  And the
disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.

2. Iconium.
Acts 14:2  But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the
Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against
the brethren. 

Acts 14:5-6 5 And when there was an assault made
both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their
rulers, to use them despitefully, and to stone them, 
6 They were ware of it , and fled unto Lystra and Derbe,
cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round
about.

3. Lystra.
Acts 14:19-20 19  And there came thither certain Jews
from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people,
and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city,
supposing he had been dead. 20  Howbeit, as the
disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came
into the city: and the next day he departed with
Barnabas to Derbe. 
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4. Derbe.
Acts 14:21-22 21 And when they had preached the
gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned
again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, 22 
Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting
them to continue in the faith, and that we must through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 

B. Paul Had Suffered During His Second Missionary Journey
With Silas!
1. In Philippi.  (Which those in Thessolnica knew this!)

After casting a demon out of damsel:
Acts 16:19  And when her masters saw that the hope of
their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and
drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers, 

Acts 16:22-24 22  And the multitude rose up together
against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes,
and commanded to beat them. 23  And when they had
laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison,
charging the jailor to keep them safely: 24  Who, having
received such a charge, thrust them into the inner
prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. 

2. In Thessalonica.
Acts 17:5  But the Jews which believed not, moved with
envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser
sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an
uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to
bring them out to the people. 

Acts 17:13  But when the Jews of Thessalonica had
knowledge that the word of God was preached of Paul
at Berea, they came thither also, and stirred up the
people. 
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Paul had suffered before he came to Thessalonica!
Paul had suffered in Thessalonica!  (Being run out of town)
Paul had suffered after he left Thessalonica!

But he endured the hardship and suffering for the Gospel’s
sake!  There was no “quit” in him!

Understand that no fraud or scam artist would have been
willing to suffer if it were for his/her own gain!
Yet Paul was willing to suffer for the Gospel!

The reason is because he sought to please God, not man!

II. EXERCISING BOLDNESS! (Vs. 2; Cf.  1:5)
Not only was their no “quit” in Paul and his companions, but there
was a holy boldness in carrying out the Great Commission! Not Timid!

This boldness was spoken of in the work they did in Iconium.
Acts 14:3 Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord,
which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs
and wonders to be done by their hands. 

This boldness was what Paul requested prayer for!
Ephesians 6:19-20 19  And for me, that utterance may be given unto
me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of
the gospel, 20  For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I
may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

Again, the reason is because Paul sought to please God, not man!

ENDURING SUFFERING...EXERCISING BOLDNESS...

III. EXHORTING HONORABLY!  (Vs. 3-12)
What does it mean to “Exhort Honorably”?
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A. Exhorting Honorably Is Not Being Deceitful! (Vs 3a)
Our message needs to be truthful!  We are to be people of the
truth speaking the truth!

B. Exhorting Honorably Is Not Being Unclean!  (Vs 3b)
The message of the Gospel leads to purity, not impurity!

C. Exhorting Honorably Is Not Being Insincere!  (Vs 3c)
Guile means “to decoy;  a trick (bait), a wile”

We are not to try to trick folks into believing the Gospel or
trick them into doing anything for God!  Whether it is believing
the Gospel or doing something for God, it is to come from the
heart in response to the truth!

Satan’s way is to use decoys and tricks and wiles!

D. Exhorting Honorably Is Not Pleasing Men, But God!  (Vs 4)
Because we will ultimately answer to God for our handling of
the Gospel and the Word of God!

E. Exhorting Honorably Is Not Using Flattering Words!
(Vs 5a)
Flattery is a false cover-up for one’s true intentions!

If folks respond to our flattering words instead of the power of
God, just how real is their response to the Gospel?  Understand
that flattery appeals to the flesh while the Gospel needs to reach
down into the soul and the spirit to do its work! 

If folks respond because of flattery, then they are not really
responding to the truth of the Word of God!

F. Exhorting Honorably Is Not Using A Cloke Of
Covetousness!  (Vs 5b)
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A cloke is an outward showing...a covering...a pretext!
A cloke is something that hides or conceals...a disguise!
The Gospel was not and is not to be a means to make
merchandise of people!

Paul was not seeking money or possessions by sharing the
Gospel with folks!  It wasn’t about “the offerings.”

In fact this was so much so that Paul refused to personally
benefit financially from the believers at Thessalonica! (Vs 9)

G. Exhorting Honorably Is Not Seeking Self Glory!  (Vs 6)
Paul did not seek fame or self glory by sharing the Gospel!

Paul’s motives were honorable...they were pure!  He wanted
the Lord Jesus Christ to save their souls to the glory of God!

H. Exhorting Honorably Is Not Getting, But Giving! (Vs 7-8)
1. A nursing mother gives care to her child!  (Vs7)

2. Willing to have imparted unto you...our own souls!
(Vs 8)

IV. EXAMINED HONESTLY! 
A. Paul Spoke Of God Which Trieth Our Hearts!  (Vs 4)

B. Paul Spoke Of God Being A Witness!  (Vs 5)

C. Paul Called For An Honest Assessment By These Believers!
1. Ye Remember... (Vs 9)

2. Ye Are Witnesses... (Vs 10)

3. As Ye Know...(Vs 11)
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V. EFFORT EXERTED! (Vs 9)
Paul spoke of laboring night and day!

VI. EXEMPLARY BEHAVIOR!  (Vs 12)
This is the bottom line of all that we’ve said!  A worthy walk!

Conclusion
How is your behavior as it relates to pleasing God?

Are You Willing To Endure Suffering?  Or Does It Make You Quit?
Are You Exercising Boldness Or Timidness?
Are You Exhorting Others Honorably?  
Can You Pass Being Examined Honestly?  (By God And Others?)
Are You Putting Forth Effort For The Lord?
Is Your Behavior Exemplary?
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