
 

Think, and Grow Faith 

And He said to His disciples,  
“For this reason I say to you, do not worry about your life,  

as to what you will eat; nor for your body, as to what you will put on.  
For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.  

Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap; they have no storeroom nor barn,  
and yet God feeds them;  how much more valuable you are than the birds!  

And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life’s span?  
If then you cannot do even a very little thing, why do you worry about other matters?  

 
Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; but I tell you, not even Solomon  

in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass in the field,  
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, how much more will He clothe you?  

 
You men of little faith!  

And do not seek what you will eat and what you will drink, and do not keep worrying.  
For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek;  

 
but your Father knows that you need these things.  

 
But seek His Kingdom, and these things will be added to you.  

Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the Kingdom.”   
                          Luke  12:22 

 
 

Faith according to our Lord’s teaching in this paragraph, is primarily thinking;  
and the whole trouble with a man of little faith is that he does not think.  

He allows circumstances to bludgeon him …  
We must spend more time in studying our Lord’s lessons in observation and deduction.  
The Bible is full of logic, and we must never think of faith as something purely mystical.  

We do not just sit down in an armchair and expect marvelous things to happen to us.  
That is not Christian faith. Christian faith is essentially thinking.  

Look at the birds, think about them, draw your deductions.  
Look at the grass, look at the lilies of the field, consider them. …  

 
Faith, if you like, can be defined like this:  

It is a man insisting upon thinking  
when everything seems determined to bludgeon and knock him down in an intellectual sense.  

The trouble with the person of little faith is that, instead of controlling his own thought,  
his thought is being controlled by something else, and, as we put it, he goes round and round in circles.  

 
That is the essence of worry …  That is not thought; that is the absence of thought,  

 
a failure to think. 

                -Martin Lloyd Jones 
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Bless the Lord, O my soul,  And all that is within me, bless His holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul,  And forget none of His benefits; 
Who pardons all your iniquities,  Who heals all your diseases; 

Who redeems your life from the pit, 
Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion; 



Call to Worship                                                 Psalm 103 
 
Hymn    How Firm A Foundation               Hymnal  94 
 
Prayer 
 
Scripture Reading   
                                     
Hymn   Sweet Hour of Prayer! sweet Hour of prayer! That calls me from a world of care, 
    And bids me at my Father’s Throne,  Make all my wants and wishes known. 
   In seasons of distress and grief,  My soul has often found relief. 
    And oft escaped the Tempter’s snare,  By thy return, sweet Hour of prayer! 

   Sweet Hour of prayer! sweet Hour of prayer! Thy wings shall my petition bear 
    To Him whose Truth and Faithfulness, Engage the waiting soul to Bless. 
   And since He bids me seek His face, Believe His Word and trust His Grace, 
    I’ll cast on Him my every care, And wait for thee, sweet Hour of prayer! 

   Sweet Hour of prayer! sweet Hour of prayer! May I thy consolation share, 
    Till, from Mount Pisgah’s lofty height, I view my Home and take my Flight: 
   This robe of flesh I’ll drop,  and rise  To seize the Everlasting Prize; 
       And Shout, while passing through the air, “Farewell, farewell, sweet Hour of prayer!” 

 
 
The Prayers of the Church 
 
Offering & Doxology 
            
Preaching   Think, Worship, Embrace             2 Samuel   7 

 

Your only safety lies in placing yourself in circumstances which will make exertion necessary,  
and which will secure Divine assistance.  

Never mind your infirmities. You have nothing to do with them.  
Your business is to trust, and to go forward. If you wait till the sea becomes land, you will never walk on it. 

You must leave the ship, and, like Peter, set your feet upon the waves, and you will find them marble. 

 

Anticipated sorrows are worse than real sorrows, because Christ does not support you in them, 
because they are not real. 

                         -Edward Payson 
 

We often ask our good God to change our situation, not knowing He put us in this situation, 
to change us! 

 
 

The best use of imagination is creativity, 
The worst use of imagination is anxiety. 

 

 
 

Benediction  
               
 

T e m p l e  B a p t i s t  A c t i v i t y  C e n t e r ,   G e o r g e  A n d e r s o n  D r i v e ,   W i l m i n g t o n ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  

If you would like more information, or would like to contact Pastor Bob, he may be reached at  910.520.0272  

“ I glorified You on earth,  
having accomplished the work  

You have given Me to do.” 

Our Elders are eager to be of service,  
 to pray with you, 
 or answer any questions: 
 
  Bob Carter 910.520.0272 
  Fitz Caudle 910.520.2732 
  Steve Coggins 910.520.0718 
   



JEHOVAH GOD, 
Creator, Upholder, Owner of all things, 
 
I cannot escape from Your presence or control, 
   nor do I desire to do so. 
My privilege is to be under the agency of Your omnipotence, righteousness,  
 wisdom, patience, mercy, grace. 
 
You are love with more than parental affection; 
 
I admire Your heart, adore Your wisdom, 
   I stand in awe of Your power, and abase myself before Your purity. 
It is the discovery of Your goodness alone that can banish my fear, 
   allure me into Your presence, 
   help me to bewail and confess my sins. 
 
When I review my past guilt and am conscious of my present unworthiness 
     I tremble to come to You, 
      I, whose foundation is in the dust, 
     I, who have condemned Your goodness, 
         defied Your power, 
         trampled upon Your love, 
         rendered myself worthy of Eternal Damnation. 
 
 
But my recovery cannot spring from any cause in me, 
   I can destroy but cannot save myself. 
Yet You have laid help on One that is mighty, 
   for there is mercy with You, and exceeding riches in Your kindness through Jesus. 
 
May I always feel my need of Him. 
 
Let Your restored joy be my strength; 
May it keep me from lusting after the world, 
   bear up heart and mind in loss of comforts, 
  enliven me in the Valley of Death, 
   work in me the imago dei, 
   and cause me to enjoy the first fruits of spirituality, of holiness, 
      such as angels and departed saints know. 
 
Grant me to worship You now, and at the hour of my death, for Jesus’ sake,  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Evening Bible Study tonight.  4903 Oleander Drive,  5:00 pm  
The Irrefutable Truth of God and of God’s Word, the Bible (Luke, apologetics) 
 
Ladies Study on Tuesday, this week, 10:00, 4903 Oleander Drive 


