
THE MISSION OF THE MESSIAH
LUKE 4:14-22

Introduction
Here we see Jesus at the very beginning of His earthly ministry!

He had been baptized by John the Baptist.
He had been tested and tempted by Satan in the wilderness.
Vs 14 tells us that He returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee.
As He went around teaching in various synagogues in the Galilee

region, He was becoming famous and people were talking
about Him.  He then made His way back home to Nazareth.

This place called Nazareth was also in Galilee and is the place where
Jesus lived with His family and grew up!   
Luke 2:52  And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in
favour with God and man. 

There is no doubt that Jesus was well-known to the people in His hometown of
Nazareth as he grew up and was liked by them.   They had viewed Jesus as He
grew from childhood into a man!  Jesus had a reputation as being a good boy! 
But the time had come that Jesus’ REAL FATHER, His Heavenly Father, had
set for His earthly ministry to begin!

After Jesus read this passage in Isaiah 61:1-2, He closed the book, gave it to
the minister, sat down and then not so subtly declared Himself to be Messiah
to those in His hometown synagogue that day.  (Vs 21)

Even though verse 22 shows that there was a “wow factor” with what Jesus
was saying and how He was saying it, they weren’t quite ready to hop on
board with his declaration!  “Is not this Joseph’s son?”

Though He was a viewed favorably by the hometown crowd, they weren’t
ready to recognize Him for Who He was! 

Now, we know that Jesus proved Who He was (and is) many times throughout
His ministry.  He healed the sick and the lame, He restored sight to blind men,
He made deaf ears to hear, He took authority over demonic spirits and cast
them out of folks, took authority over the laws of nature, and He even raised
the dead!   And then after He died and was buried, He rose again!

But at this very moment, they weren’t buying it!
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But He was (and IS) the prophesied Messiah of the Old Testament!  And over
a hundred prophecies fulfilled in this one Man, THE GOD-MAN, prove that
He is Who He claimed to be!

Many failed to recognize Him for Who He was then and many still fail to
recognize Him for Who He is today! 

You see, Jesus was and is far more than men could or can see!  He is the very
Son of God.  God in the flesh!  He is the fulfillment of all the types and
prophecies of the Old Testament! 

He was pictured in the Lamb that was slain by God Himself in the
Garden of Eden to provide man a covering for his nakedness!

He was pictured in Abel's Lamb! 

He was pictured in Noah's Ark! 

He was pictured in the Ram caught in the thicket that Abraham offered
instead of Isaac!

He was pictured in the Tabernacle that God gave to Moses and Israel!

He was and is pictured throughout the Old Testament!

Here, Jesus made certain claims as to why He came and what His mission and
ministry were going to be about!  He reads Isaiah 61:1-2, and then applies this
Scripture to Himself, His mission, and His ministry! 

All of these things that Jesus read here were fulfilled in His earthly ministry. 
And those that belong to Him are to continue the ministry He began!

1 John 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in
the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 

What He was doing then, He is still doing today through His believers! 
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There are still portions of His mission and ministry that He continues to carry
out daily in our lives as believers!  These verses tell us something about the
Mission Of The Messiah. Let’s look!
I. THE MYSTERY OF HIS MISSION!  (Vs. 18a)

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to
preach the gospel...”
A. During Jesus’ life, men often marveled at what he did! 

Mark 2:12  And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and
went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all
amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this
fashion. 

Matthew 9:33  And when the devil was cast out, the dumb
spake: and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was never so
seen in Israel. 

Five times people said they were astonished at His doctrine or
teaching and His ways.

B. No other man will ever be able to duplicate all that Jesus
did!   Especially living a sinless life, willingly submitting to be
tortured by crucifixion, enduring the weight of the sin of the
world by separation from His Heavenly Father.

His coming to this world was primarily for the singular purpose
of dying for our sin!

Mark 10:45  For even the Son of man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

C. However, all that Jesus did, He did not as God, though He
was God. All that He did, He did as a Spirit-filled man! 
Philippians 2:7-8 7  But made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men: 8  And being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross. 
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(Ill. Jesus’ ministry began after the Holy Ghost came upon Him
at His baptism in Matthew 3:16-17) 

Jesus was able to do all He did because the Spirit of the Lord
had "Anointed Him".   The Spirit of the Lord came upon Jesus
that He might accomplish great things for His Father that His
Father sent Him to do!  That is the MYSTERY of His mission!

D. This is good news for us! 
Before Jesus ascended back to heaven, He told His disciples
these words:
Acts 1:8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth. 

We who are saved are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and are
commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit in Ephesians 5:18! 
Ephesians 5:18 “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is
excess; but be filled with the Spirit;” 

And, when we are Spirit filled, we can experience the
fulfillment of the prophecy of Jesus Christ concerning His
people!
John 14:12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on
me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works
than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 

Unfortunately, too much of what is done in Churches can be
accomplished without the agency of the Holy Spirit. 

Eternity is impacted only when we lay down the control of our
lives at the feet of the Master and allow Him to assume His
rightful place as the Lord of all of life!

THE MYSTERY OF THE MISSION...
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II. THE MAJESTY OF HIS MISSION!  (Vs. 18b-19) 
   Jesus came to this world with a job to do!  A job that He still performs!
      

A. Jesus Came To Preach The Gospel To The Poor!  
He came to herald the good news to those who were
destitute—Those who were spiritually bankrupt—All of us!   

Isaiah 55:1  Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come,
buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

Revelation 22:17  And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

“If you have to ask how much it costs, you can’t afford it!”

Mark 8:36-37 36  For what shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  37  Or what
shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Psalm 49:6-8 6  They that trust in their wealth, and boast
themselves in the multitude of their riches; 7  None of them can
by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for
him: 8  (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it
ceaseth for ever:) 

Jesus Came To Preach The Gospel To The Poor...

B. Jesus Came To Heal The Brokenhearted!  
To heal those who have suffered extreme sorrow because of
sin!  This speaks to those whose spirit has been crushed.
Literally, "to be under the foot of a conqueror". 
1. Jesus Knows!

Job 23:10  But he knoweth the way that I take: when he
hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. 
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2. Jesus Cares!
1 Peter 5:7  Casting all your care upon him; for he
careth for you. 

3. Jesus Is There!
Hebrews 13:5 ...for he hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee. 

4. Jesus Is Working!
Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose. 

Satan will try to break your heart with the trials and tribulations
of living in this sin cursed world!  But, don't give up, the Lord
is on your side and He is there with healing available for your
broken heart! 

C. To Preach Deliverance To The Captives!  
“deliverance” = “freedom; pardon”
“captives” = “prisoners of war; those held at spear point”

Jesus’ message is that there is freedom to everyone held captive
by Satan's spear!  Lost sinners are held captive—They’re in
bondage to both sin and Satan! But, Jesus can set them free! 

Sometimes even saints are held captive because of sin! 
(Ill. Samson - Blinds, Binds, Grinds!) 
Proverbs 13:15 ...the way of transgressors is hard. 

But Jesus can set the sinning saint free! To be free, a person
must submit under God's mighty hand! (1John 1:9) 

D. Recovering Of Sight To The Blind!  
He’s speaking here of those mentally and spiritually blinded
and deceived by sin and Satan. 
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2 Corinthians 4:3-4 3  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them
that are lost: 4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them. 

 
Jesus can open the eyes blinded by Satan! (Ill. Blinded to hell,
blinded to the consequences of sin, blinded to the dangers of
sin...!) 

E. To Set At Liberty Them That Are Bruised!
To give freedom to those that have been bruised or crushed! 

Satan is having a great time at the expense of God's children!
He has no right to trash our lives! He has no right to infiltrate
our minds!  He has no right to devastate our lives! 

Live your life in the freedom that Jesus brings to us from those
things!
Ephesians 4:27  Neither give place to the devil. 

James 4:7  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. 

When we have Jesus, we have the authority over Satan! 

2 Corinthians 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

We don’t have to be continually beaten up by Satan! 
Jesus has promised us the victory! 1 Corinthians 15:57  But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. 

But, it is up to us to walk in it!  Are you walking in the victory
that is available in Christ?
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F. To Preach The Acceptable Year Of The Lord!  
To proclaim that the doors of salvation have been opened, the
doors of spiritual healing and ministry have been opened and
are available to whosoever will come! 

2 Corinthians 6:2 ...behold, now is the accepted time; behold,
now is the day of salvation.) 

There is coming a blessed time when God's people will dwell in
His presence!   Will you be there?
Revelation 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away. 

There will come a day when righteousness and blessing will
reign on the earth!  Will you rule and reign with Him?
(Oh my friend, now is the right time [the acceptable year]to
have God move in your life! Regardless of your need!)

THE MYSTERY OF HIS MISSION...
THE MAJESTY OF HIS MISSION...

III. THE MESSAGE OF HIS MISSION!  (Vs. 20-21; Cf. John 14:6)
Here, Jesus declared Himself to be the Anointed One, the Christ, the
Messiah! He told them that what they had waited for and longed for
was there!  All they had to do was accept Him. 
(Their reaction—Vs 28-30—They rejected Him and tried to kill Him!)

Jesus is still the Messiah! What He promised then, He can still do
today!  All He is seeking is for people to look and live! (John 3:14-16)

What have you done with the claims of Jesus? Have you made them
yours and you are now living in His victory? Or, have you ignored
them and are living in defeat? It's totally up to you. He is still Messiah,
and He still cares for you, regardless of where you are or have been!
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