
THE COMING OF THE LORD DRAWETH NIGH
JAMES 5:7-8

Introduction
Almost 2000 years ago the angels announced the birth of Jesus with the
promise found in  Luke 2:14–“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace,
good will toward men.”

The centuries have come and gone and yet there has been no lasting peace
among the nations.  Good will toward men may even sound like idle mockery
amid all of the strife and wars this world has known since that announcement.

Although those of us who name the name of Christ have been made
partakers of the peace and goodwill that comes from Jesus, yet this promise
remains largely unfulfilled in its fullest sense.

As Jesus walked the earth, He taught his disciples to pray in Matthew 6:10, 
“Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”  

That prayer has remained unanswered for almost 2000 years.  In fact, as we
look at all that is happening in this sin cursed world that we live in, at times it
seems that we are farther removed from its realization than ever before.  God’s
kingdom has not come and His will is certainly not being done in the earth
as it is in heaven.  (Or is it?)

The first message sent from Heaven after Jesus’ ascension on the Mount of
Olives in Acts 1:11 was from two angels which said, “This same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
him go into heaven.”

That promise has yet to be fulfilled, but it will be!

As John the Revelator was being given the unfolding of the end time events,
the Holy Spirit closed the Bible with the last promise of our ascended Saviour
found in Revelation 22:20 where Jesus says, “Behold I come quickly. Amen.”  
Almost 2000 years have gone by since that time, but Jesus has yet to come.

The last prayer of the Bible is also found in Revelation 22:20.   “Even so,
come, Lord Jesus.”    We still pray it today.  In times of increasing trouble it
remains our hope though it has been greeted by silence for all these years.
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Now, either these promises did not mean what they said, or they must still lie
in the future.  I can assure you that these promises mean exactly what they say!
When James says that the Coming of the Lord draweth nigh, he was exactly
right!  
1. The Coming of the Lord was something that was future both in James

day and in our day!

2. If someone is coming there is an expectation of that coming but there
may be an unknown amount of time in when the coming takes place.

3. “Draweth nigh” simply means “it’s getting nearer all the time; its
approaching.”

4. Consider also that as someone or something approaches it becomes
clearer and more distinct in our view until its arrival! 

Have the things that have developed in our lifetime made the coming
of the Lord more clear and more distinct so that we can see that it is
nearer than ever before?  

Are there not questions that we now have answers to that we did not
have answers to just a little while back?  (Give examples)  

Listen, all of the promises of Scripture will be fulfilled to the letter!   God
cannot lie!  In fact, there is nothing more certain than the return of the
Lord Jesus Christ!   Any uncertainty that there may be lies only in the time
of His return and not in the fact of His return!

I. TIME AND GOD.
A. We Are Creatures Of Time!

Matthew 24:3–“And as He sat upon the mount of Olives, the
disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall
these things be?”

Matthew 24:36–“But of that day and hour knoweth no man,
no not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”
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Acts 1:6-7–“. . .wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom
to Israel?  And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own
power.”
We Are Creatures Of Time...

B. Time Means Nothing With God!
God is the timeless one and with Him one day is “as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day”(2 Peter 3:8)

2000 years or more are meaningless with God...it is only a
“little while.”

The writer of Hebrews says in Hebrews 10:37–“For yet a little
while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.”

Almost 2000 years have passed and yet that “little while” has
not yet passed.

But Jesus will come!

Here is a sobering thought, even though it may sound simple. 
We are now almost 2000 years nearer the fulfillment of all
these promises than when they were first spoken!

The promise of the angels, “peace on earth,” will some day be
realized.

The prayer of,  “Thy kingdom come,” will be answered!

The promise of, “this same Jesus. . .shall so come,” will be
kept to the letter.

And the last prayer of the Bible, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus,”
will be uttered by those in the Church for the last time when, 
“. . .the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16)
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TIME AND GOD...
II. DECEPTION AND THE END TIMES.

The disciples asked Jesus in Matthew 24:3–“What shall be the sign of
thy coming and of the end of the world.”

In Matthew 24:4, Jesus said that one of the first signs of the end of the
age would be deception.  He said, “. . .Take heed that no man deceive
you.”

This same warning is repeated again in Mark 13:5 and in Luke 21:8.

Paul told Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:13–“. . .evil men and seducers shall
wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.”

Deception has been on the increase AND will continue to be on the
increase until Jesus returns and establishes His Kingdom on this earth!
A. Millions (or maybe even Billions) Are Deceived By The

Glowing Promises Of Politics!
1. Some Believe That Communism Or Socialism Is The

Answer To Man’s Problems.  (Exp – The last election)

2. Some Believe That Democracy Is The Answer To
Man’s Problems.  (Exp – Our country trying to spread
Democracy in places where they don’t want it!)

3. Many People In Our Day And Time Believe That
Globalism Or The United Nations Is The Answer.

B. Millions (and we could say Billions) Are Deceived By The
Glowing Promises Of Religion!
Surely there is no precedent in history for the present day, with
its deceptions, cults, sects, and isms!  Jesus said that false
christs and false prophets would arise.
(11 basic religions and involving over 4300 isms and schisms.)

1. Islam Is The Fastest Growing Religion In Our Day.
(Approximately 1.5 Billion compared to 2 Billion)
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The unrest in our day with regard to Islam has to do
with the establishment of a worldwide "caliphate" and
the institution of “Shariah” law!

Some Bible scholars are now beginning to see this
growing impact of Islam in the world and believe it will
have a tremendous impact leading up to and into the
Tribulation Period and coming of the LORD!

2. Humanism Is Still The Hope Of Many.
After milleniums of wars, strife, struggle, and suffering,
and after all of man’s progress in the fields of education,
technology, travel, and advance in every realm of
industry, science, space travel, and nuclear discovery,
the world is in a worse mess than ever before!

Man, if left alone, would soon bring about his own
complete destruction. Nevertheless, humanism believes
that the only hope for man is man! 

3. Millions Are Involved In The Occult.  
(The New Age Movement; Wicca)
With Satan being the master deceiver and needing
recruits for his final assault, this is not surprising at all.

4. Religious Ecumenicism Is On The Rise.
Many of the Churches that once came out of Roman
Catholicism are now returning or considering returning.

The move is to unite all groups in Jesus?  After all,
Jews acknowledge Jesus as a prophet.
Muslims see Him as a good man and a great

teacher.
Even the Sikhs and Hindus respect Jesus.

Understand, however, that the Jesus that unites this
movement is not the same Jesus we serve!
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TIME AND GOD...
DECEPTION AND THE END TIMES...

III. THE  NEED OF OUR TIME.
The only hope that we as believers have of escaping this corrupt world
in which we live in is the return of our Lord for His Church.

There is not one verse in the Bible which tells us to look for, wait for,
or watch for anything as a final solution to the world’s problems except
the return of the Lord!

Conclusion
So we begin a study to look at the end times or the last days or more
specifically the last of the last days!
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