
Sermon Notes 
March 19, 2017                              First Congregational Church of Pomfret 

 

So Close and Yet So Far 
Hebrews 6:1-8 

 

Growing Pains 

 Each transition from one season of life to another requires 

something of us: 

 reshaping of our identity 

 reexamination of our priorities and values 

 This is equally true as we mature in the faith 

 leaving behind the baby food of spiritual infancy 

 learning to have an increasing hunger for God and His 

Word  

A Parable 

 The key to understanding this section of the text in Hebrews  

comes at the end of the passage in vv. 7-8 

 A parable about dirt and moisture 

 two garden beds: same soil and exposed to the same 

conditions 

 one plot of soil produces nice juicy, sweet grapes 

 the other plot produces thorns and thistles 

 This picture resonates with some other parts of Scripture 

 Genesis 1:11, 2:5, 9;  what was “all good” is cursed 

because of sin, and the earth now brings forth thorns and 

thistles 

 Isaiah 5; God describes Israel as a “choice vineyard” that 

He cultivates and cares for, yet it only produces wild 

grapes 

 Luke 8:11-15; Jesus’ parable of the soils 

 In Hebrews 6:7-8, all who hear the gospel are like the soil 

 as the rain falls, the gospel message is heard 

 the gospel seed is nourished 

 some growth is lush, beautiful, blessed 

 other growth is false, unproductive, cursed 

“Show Your Work” 

 Going back to the beginning of the passage, how does the 

author “set us up” for the parable he introduces in vv. 7-8? 

 He sounds a “twin call” in v. 1 

 leave the elementary doctrine of Christ 

 go on to maturity 

 these are two sides of the same coin 

 move beyond the ABC’s of picture books 

 start reading “chapter books” 



 don’t be content with camping out on Christianity 101 

 don’t stop at the foundation, keep building! 

 What are the basic building blocks or foundation of the 

Christian life? What are our spiritual ABC’s? 

 repentance from dead works (dead works = sin) 

 turning in faith toward God 

 instruction about washings, the laying on of hands 

 the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment 

 The danger of  

 being exposed to the light of Christ without coming to 

the light 

 tasting the heavenly gift without feasting on it 

 being a witness to the work of the Holy Spirit without 

having the Holy Spirit living inside of us 

 These people have come close, but not close enough 

 they are “so close and yet so far” 

 this is not sin committed in ignorance, this is sin 

committed with the full knowledge of and even personal 

experience of the truth 

 Like the Israelites who fell in the wilderness and failed to 

benefit from the promises God made to them, those who 

consistently rebel after knowing the truth ultimately put 

themselves in a place that is beyond forgiveness and 

renewal (cf. 1 John 2:19)  

The Parable... a Final Look 

 God sends the rain of His mercy upon the soil of our lives 

 all we can do, all God asks us to do is drink in the rain of 

His living Word, His love, grace, and mercy (cf. John 

15:1, 1 Corinthians 3:6) 

 good fruit is God’s blessing 

 If we choose to turn to ourselves and our own ways, then,  

instead of good fruit, the land of our lives produces thorns 

and thistles 

 such land is cursed and worthless 

 its harvest awaits the judgment of destruction by fire 

 The word “near” in v. 8 indicates the hope that the door for 

opportunity, repentance and reform remains open: where 

there’s life, there’s hope! 

Personal Application 

1. What “growing pains” are you experiencing at this 

particular season of your Christian life?  

2. Think of the two “garden plots” in vv. 7-8 of this text. Is 

your life producing a useful crop that is blessed by God, or 

are you producing the sort of thorns and thistles that is 

worthless and near to being cursed? Having thought about 

this, what changes, if any, need to take place in your life? 

3. Are you stuck on the ABC’s of the faith or are you actively 

pressing on to maturity? What additional steps might you 

take to help you “grow forward” in the faith?? 


