
          A Glorious Benediction 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 27:1-5           Hymn (Supp)-  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
1st Scripture:  1 Peter 1:3-9                     Hymn Insert-  Better is One Day 
2nd Scripture:  1 Thessalonians 5:23-24                       Hymn #690-  Jesus Paid it All 

Introduction:  

 Having exhorted the Thessalonians to "keep on keeping on," as it were, in the face of 

ongoing persecutions and trials, and having strapped on a grouping of additional, various 

exhortations (in verses 12-22), finally then, Paul moves on to pen the closing of his letter with a 

customary benediction, that suits the main theme of the letter.  He invokes God's blessing upon 

them, as it were, in keeping with the specific theme of the letter, namely, the call to persevere and 

press on!   

I.  A Glorious Benediction 

 And so, as we now consider this benediction, brethren, remember, we have to keep the 

context of present, ongoing suffering and persecution in mind.  Some of the Thessalonians have 

even died, apparently, at the hands of their persecutors.  And so, Paul has sought to encourage 

and exhort them, in this light.  His benediction; his praying for, and invoking of, God's blessing, 

therefore, will be in keeping with this context. 

 To this end, let us divide this benediction into two parts, followed by a very encouraging 

conclusive statement, given in verse 24: 

 1) "Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely..." 

 Here then, we consider our first portion of Paul's benediction.  And in it, Paul notes 

something significant about the character of God, and attaches it to a particular Benedictory 

statement, suiting the context of the Thessalonian's present, ongoing suffering. 

 a: "Now may the God of peace Himself..."  Paul brings their attention to one particular 

virtuous quality that springs out of the essential character of God, namely, "peace."  Paul could 

have just as easily said, "Now may God Himself do such and such," but he wants to highlight the 

fact that God is the God of peace, as a means of encouraging the Thessalonians with a reflection 
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of one particular aspect of the character of their God, who is with them in their suffering.  He is 

the God of peace.  How then is this relevant to the Thessalonian's suffering?  Well, in every way, 

actually! 

 By referring to God as the "God of peace," Paul is reminding the Thessalonians, that 

during this time of great suffering; during this time of great unrest and turmoil at the hands of 

wicked opposition, God has not changed, in that, He has both, made peace with them already, 

and His intentions even through their sufferings are governed by peaceful motives.  God is not a 

God, who delights in conflict and suffering.  It is in His very nature and being to initiate, 

promote and secure peace for His people.  And even His providential use of trials and sufferings, 

has a bigger, better and far greater design of securing the peace, which is in keeping with His 

character.  God will use temporal, physical suffering as a means of bringing about a far greater, 

eternal, peace.  And so, even our temporal moments of unrest in this world are ordained by God, 

to secure a greater peace, in the eternally purified results that come out of that temporal 

suffering.  To put it another way, "Our momentary afflictions in this world are securing for us a 

far greater, eternal weight of glory!" 

 How is this the case?  Well, first, God has already demonstrated and secured His own 

peaceful intentions by removing the enmity that once existed between us and God, through the 

sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ.  He has dealt with the offense (our offense of sin), by 

propitiating His righteous wrath in the death of Christ.  And so, in Christ, he has removed the 

enmity and secured peace with us, His people.   

 And then, being very relevant to the present context, God has not only secured judicial 

peace with His people (in Christ), but He is also working to fully deal with the remaining 

infection of the sin that still exists in us, which is the cause of having separated us from God, to 

begin with.  In other words, He has not only gone so far as to justify us in Christ, but 

furthermore, He will sanctify us in Christ.  He will conform us to the holy character of the Christ, 

who has died for us.  What a terrible thing, should God justify us in Christ, while leaving us in 

the grip of the sin, which was the cause of the need for such justification!  And so, the process of 

our sanctification, though painful in the short term, is God's means of stripping away the 

remaining sin in us, so that we might be holy even as He is holy; so that we might be partakers of 
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the divine character and nature, and be like Christ.  To this end, our sufferings serve a great 

purpose, as tools in the hands of the God of peace, who is accomplishing a full salvation in and 

through us.  That then, is the relevance of Paul emphasizing God, as the "God of peace," here in 

this Benediction.  Notice, how this idea flows right into Paul's invocation: 

 b: "Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely..."  You see, what is  

Paul saying here?  "May God, in accordance with His peaceful nature, finish the good work that 

He has begun in you.  May He bring it to completion.  May the pattern of Christ be completely 

formed in you.  May He take your present trials (all of them) and use them to shape and perfect 

you, into the glorious image of Christ, in accordance with His plan, which supersedes (by far) the 

comforts that you might naturally covet in this temporal world.  May He continue to strip away 

the remaining infection of your sin; may He refine you into the purest of silver, so that you might 

enjoy the eternal blessing of bearing the glorious image of Christ; the true humanity, which God 

intended for His creation.  Paul invokes God's blessing to this end, both to highlight again the 

purpose of God in their sufferings (even though the opposition means them for evil), and to 

recognize that while the Thessalonians are to cooperate with God in this work, God must 

compete it to the full, or they (and all of God's people for that matter) will never make it.   

 2) Continuing on then to the second portion of the benediction, Paul adds, "...and may 

your whole spirit, soul and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

 In our working through the whole of this Epistle, we have found that one of the greatest 

motivations, which Paul has given the Thessalonians, exhorting them to "keep on keeping on," 

was the motivation of Christ's return.  He desired that they might continually, throughout the 

course of their sufferings and trials, pull back the curtain of this world, as it were, so as to view 

the present reigning Christ, who will return again, to close out history as we know it, unto the 

consummation of His glorious kingdom.  That end, was the driving motivation for the church, to 

view all that is present, as temporary and already passing away, being ever prepared, for the 

return of the Bridegroom (Christ) unto the claiming of His Bride (the Church) and the 

destruction of His enemies.   

 And so, Paul, in keeping with this context, prays that God will keep the Thessalonians 

from growing weary, ultimately enabling them to persevere unto the end, so that they are 
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prepared for that great and glorious Day, should it come upon them.  The people of God are not 

to be distracted by the world or given over to temptation and/or despair because of present trials.  

But rather, they ought to strive after holiness, conducting themselves in a way that clearly shows 

that they are waiting for a better home, whose builder and maker is God.  They are to have plenty 

of oil in their lamps, as they await the return of the Bridegroom for His people.   

 And so, the direct benediction is a prayer of invocation, as it were, calling upon God to 

graciously preserve His people blameless and without any offense of apostasy, unto the return of 

Christ.  He desires the Thessalonians to not simply have run the race (at any given point), but to 

complete it.  For, Paul knows all too well that it is only those who finish the race, who receive 

the prize.  And so Paul here prays, "may your whole spirit, soul, and body (every faculty of your 

person and being, from the inward emotions and desires and thoughts and motives, to the 

outward actions that proceed out of them) be preserved blameless (be kept pure and well 

maintained in Christ) at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  May God keep you well prepared 

and ready for that great Day, so that you are not caught off guard with the rest of the world.  Jude 

echoes this invocation in the closing benediction of his Epistle, when he states: 

 "Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before 

the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and 

majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever.  Amen!" 

  

II.  An Encouraging Follow Up 

 Now, what's interesting here, brethren, is that Paul follows this benediction up with 

something very encouraging, which indicates the fact that Paul has no doubt that God will most 

certainly do all that he has desired, on behalf of the Thessalonians.  In other words, the 

benediction, which Paul has just given, is not something Paul is wishing, because he is uncertain 

as to whether or not God will do it.  In reality, he is actually expressing his support and desire to 

see God do, what he is most certain God will do.  Notice, how verse 24 confirms this: 

 "He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it."  And so, here Paul is saying that God 

will indeed do, what only He can do (in perfecting and preserving His people), because He has 

called them, unto this end.  In other words, we cannot separate the call of God, or the beginning 

�  of �4 7



of what God does, from the completion of what He intends by that call.  God is not like us.  We 

may start something and then never complete it.  We may drift off at some point for various 

reasons.  But God, whose purposes begin and end in Himself, will compete everything that He 

has begun, regardless of anything that transpires in between (even the failures and sins of His 

people), because His work, right from the beginning, was based not on the whims and doings of 

men, but on the wisdom of His unchangeable counsel, will and desire.  And brethren, that is 

beyond encouraging! 

 And so, Paul assures the Thessalonians here, as they might have some possibility of 

doubt that God will continue to sanctify and preserve them, especially in the light of their own 

shortcomings, sins and failures... Paul assures them that God will indeed do, all that Paul has just 

stated in verse 23.  There was never a doubt in Paul's mind about this.  Rather, again, even his 

invoking God to this end, is an expression of his own personal desire to see God do, what he 

already knows God will do.   

 While God is often unpredictable in the unfolding of His hidden will (to be sure, God 

does things in the most unexpected and incomprehensibly amazing ways, all the more to His 

glory), God is most predictable when He initiates anything that lines up with His revealed will 

(His promises).  And so, Paul links His assurance of what God will do, to the irrevocable calling 

of God upon those whom He has called out of darkness and into the light of His grace in Christ.  

Hear again, "He who calls you is faithful..."  "The One who calls you, will not and cannot, let 

you down.  He will be faithful, in spite of anything, including us!   

 Notice, not because we are faithful, but because He is faithful!  And notice the present 

tense of the word, "calls you."  In other words, He is yet calling us home.  If we are trudging 

ahead, fixed on glory, that is evidence, not of the fact that we are so faithful, and so determined 

to get home.  Rather, that is evidence that He is still calling us!  We have an interest in God and 

Christ; we are fighting the good fight, because the voice of God still calls us!  The Spirit of God 

still communicates to us, through His Word.  He convicts us of sin.  He leads us forward.  He 

grants us ongoing grace to endure.  We would never make it one step forward apart from Him, 

and yet, we move mountains and trample over demonic powers, because He still calls us home!  
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And He who does this, will finish what He has begun.  Why?  Because He is faithful!  He cannot 

be unfaithful!  He cannot and will not, suddenly grow uninterested or cold or fed up with us!   

 "He who calls us is faithful, who will also do it!"  Do what?  Sanctify us completely and 

preserve our entire beings blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ!  He who began the 

good work, will most assuredly complete it! 

III.  Concluding Thoughts and Applications 

 Well, brethren, having worked through this benediction, let us now conclude our time by 

considering a few closing thoughts and applications: 

 1) Brethren, let me lay this out for you in the plainest and most personal of ways.  I want 

you to grasp a bit of the weight of what Paul has said here, and I want you to see yourself as the 

object of such blessing; such incomprehensible blessing.  Unworthy, yes...all of us, of course, 

never have been and never will be worthy, but we are objects of such blessing nonetheless. 

   Are you in the midst of the battle?  Do you feel distant from the Lord, wishing that you 

could just hear His voice saying, "I'm still with you."  Do the uplifting and joyful times that 

accompanied your conversion, seem like bygone blessings?  Does your present battle against 

remaining sins; sins of the tongue, sins of the desires, sins of the actions, sins of the 

thoughts...etc, overwhelm you with a sense of grief?  Do you feel like throwing your arms up in 

the air and just burying yourself in a corner of defeat?  Are you surrounded by the fog of, "Where 

am I, and will I ever make it home?"  Is the guilt of past sin, constantly weighing upon your heart 

and conscience?  Let these words encourage you!   

 "God who calls you is faithful, who also will do it."  At your worst, God saved you, and 

called you into His marvelous grace in Christ.  He will not leave you now.  He never, ever starts 

what He doesn't intend to finish.  And so, your temptation toward despair, at best, is a means of 

keeping you from effectively serving Christ in the present.  You have the truth.  And you have  

Christ.  And you have a sphere of grace constantly surrounding you, such that, whatever you feel, 

at any given moment, matters not, in the grand scheme of what God will most certainly 

accomplish in you.  He will sanctify you!  He will perfect you!  You will stand blameless in the 

judgment! 
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 Understand this.  The desire that you have to press on, in any sense; the desire that you 

have to please God, in any sense, is not from you.  It is from God, who calls you!  And so, 

wherever you stand at this very moment, take a few steps back from all of your surrounding 

circumstances.  And take a few more steps back from everything that is you...every 

disappointment, every failure, every shortcoming...step away from it all.  And cast your eyes 

upon the hill of Golgotha!  And see the loving guarantee of God's commitment to finishing what 

He has begun in you.  "Jesus paid it all!  All to Him I owe.  Sin had left a crimson stain.  He 

washed it white as snow!"  You have every right in grace, to get up and to go forward, and to 

serve God with sincere joy, in spite of yesterday's failures, because "God made Him who knew 

no sin, to become sin for you, so that you might become the righteousness of God in Him." The 

God of peace is for you! It's demonstrated right there at the cross!  Who then can be against you? 

 "For God so loved you; He demonstrated His love to you in this way, that He gave His 

only begotten Son, so that you, who have believe in Him, will not perish, but will have 

everlasting life."  Live like you believe this!  Because it's true!  Christ bowed His head and gave 

up the ghost, so that you could hold yours up high and fight the good fight for His glorious 

Name!  Believe it and take big risks for His Name!  The celestial city awaits us, just around the 

bend.  Let your steps heading there, sound forth His praises! 

 2) Unbeliever, God is the God of peace.  Don't spurn what He offers in the death of His 

only begotten Son!  The cross stands before you as well.  Will you leave your sin there and bow 

to the Savior?  Will you call upon the once crucified, but now risen and ascended Christ, in truth, 

and make peace with God before it is too late?  Don't hold the blessed gospel of God's Son in 

contempt.  Don't turn your back on the cross and cling to your fading lusts and sins!  Lay them 

down.  They offer you nothing beyond the petty days of this short life.  Indeed, they bring much 

misery and hardship in this life, for that matter.  Jesus is the well of salvation!  Drink from Him 

and you will never thirst again!  God give you the grace to believe and act now, before it is too 

late! 

Amen!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25
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