
Honoring Elders, Part I 

Call to Worship: Psalm 47           Hymn Insert-  Come People of the Risen King 
1st Scripture: Luke 10:1-12       Hymn #394-  Jesus Sinners Doth Receive  
2nd Scripture: 1 Timothy 5:17-18    Hymn Insert-  Every Promise of Your Word 

Introduction 

 In dealing with relating to others in the church, Paul has come to a section, where he is 

addressing those who ought to be honored (in particular ways) within the church.  Last time, we 

completed the first portion of this section, where Paul commands Timothy to honor true widows, 

enabling them to receive ongoing, continual support by the church.  This morning then, we move 

on to the second group of people, who are to be honored in the church, namely, the Elders.  

 Now, once again, it behooves me to preface this sermon with a few statements, which 

would free me up to clearly and properly explain what I believe this text to be stating: 

 1) As I've stated in the past, my commitment to God's Word must be unbiased, and I am 

compelled to open up the text, based upon what I believe the text states, regardless of what it 

states, and who it addresses in the text.  And in order to do this, particularly when I am 

addressing a text that deals with the office of elder/pastor, I am forced to separate myself from 

the text, as if I were addressing others, so that my own personal biases will not influence my 

understanding or applying of the text.   

 2) My particular choice of preaching through 1 and 2 Timothy had absolutely nothing to 

do with any hidden agenda or desire for preaching on this text.   

 3) Were I preaching topically, though perhaps unjustified, I would never, naturally choose 

to open up a text like this one.  My flesh would always, quickly, lead me to shy away from such 

texts.  In fact, even in being compelled to address this text, in seeking to faithfully exposit the 

whole Book, I could have been easily tempted to ask brother Bob Karson (or someone else) to 

address this text for me, but that would probably have been too obvious, creating more problems. 

 And so, having these prefaces off my chest, I will now proceed to open up the text, as if I 

were the Apostle Paul, speaking to Timothy, concerning the Elders of another church.  All of that 

said, and without any further delay then, we will divide this section into at least two or three 
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parts, so that we can adequately lay hold of its meaning.  This morning then, we will consider the 

first way, in which, Elders ought to be honored, as per the Apostle Paul.   

I. Honoring Elders 

 "Let the Elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who 

labor in the Word and doctrine" (vs. 17). 

 Here, Paul exhorts Timothy to ensure that the Elders of the church, who rule well, are 

counted worthy of double honor.  Now, before we consider the specific way, in which, Paul calls 

them to be honored, let me note a few key things about this first statement. 

 1) When Paul speaks of the Elders, as those who rule, it is important that we understand 

what he means and what he does not mean by the term "rule." 

 a- First, he does not mean that Elders are to rule in the same sense that a king rules, 

governing over the affairs of a kingdom.  In the church context, Christ alone sits on that throne.  

Nor, even in the spiritual sense, are pastors to be Popes, who lord it over the conscience of the 

people, as an authority above (or even equal to) God's Word.  God's Word alone is to rule your 

conscience, and you ought never to allow any man (or spiritual being for that matter) to wrest 

your conscience away from the authority of God's Word.  Paul states to the Galatians, "If we, or 

even an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you" than the one which was already 

preached (consistent with Christ's preaching), then let him be accursed.  And so, if an elder 

preaches anything contrary to God's Word, you are not only permitted to reject that preaching, 

but furthermore, you are commanded to do so.   

 b- What Paul does mean by the term "rule" here, is that the Elders are appointed by God 

(and affirmed by the church) to govern the spiritual affairs of the church.  They are responsible 

for directing the course and life of the church, in accordance with the general principles, given in 

God's Word.  They are responsible for overseeing and arranging the means, by which, the local 

church will seek to fulfill the Great Commission of Christ (from Matthew 28).  And so, to that 

end, we believe in an "elder led" and "elder ruled" church.  Texts such as this one, are what lead 

us to reject the "diaconal led" or even "congregational led" models, used by other churches.   
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 c- Finally, the infallible, all sufficient, inerrant Word of God is given as that ultimate 

resource, which the Elders are to stand upon, as they lead the church.  And this is affirmed by 

that which Paul states in the second portion of verse 17, "especially those who labor in the Word 

and doctrine."  Those who, particularly, labor in the Word and doctrine, are those, among the 

rulers, who are to be worthy of double honor.  For, they will be the ones who lead in the fullest 

capacity, since, by their ongoing study of the Word, they will be better equipped to discern the 

will of God for His church.  Elders, who are ruled by the Word of God, will be better suited to 

rule over the people of God.  For, it is in the Word of God, that the mind of God is discerned, and 

furthermore, the Word is that specific tool, which the Holy Spirit uses to sanctify, change and 

advance Christ's church.  [Note: The present broader context, involving doctrinal compromise, 

adds to the significance of this matter] 

 And so, we can understand the term "rule," as it is shaped by these principles.  

  

 Now, let us examine the way, in which, those who rule well, and especially those who 

labor in the Word and doctrine, are to be honored. 

 From the outset, we note that Paul elevates the honor to be given to Elders, even above 

what has been stated about widows, which we have already considered, and that which will be 

stated about masters (who are to be honored by their bondservants).  Concerning Elders who rule 

well, he states that they are to be "counted worthy of double honor."  Now, I highlight this, only 

because, clearly, Paul has gone out of his way to emphasize that a conscious, significant measure 

of honor is to be given to those Elders who rule well.  It's, as if, in a non-internet, non video, non 

audio, society, Paul wants to ensure that the brethren are really hit by this exhortation.  He wants 

them to maintain a particular, conscious focus toward honoring the elders (even doubly).  No 

doubt, he also recognizes that, since the beginning of time, leadership has always been despised 

by others, especially because of our natural propensity toward pride.   

 And again, it is especially those who labor in the Word and doctrine, most particularly for 

their work's sake, who are to receive double honor.  This assumes then, Brethren, that there can 

be Elders, who do not labor in the Word and doctrine.  In other words, there are Elders, who 

while able to teach (which is a qualification for all elders), are not necessarily designated to the 
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regular preaching of God's word.  Not all Elders have to sustain a regular, consistent preaching 

ministry.  In fact, I would argue that not all Elders have to preach at all.  That said, they ought to 

have a good handle on the Word of God, not being a novice in the faith, and certainly being able 

to teach others (in a counseling or teaching setting).  But, those who do labor in the ministry of 

the Word and doctrine, are especially to be counted worthy of double honor. 

 All of this said, we must consider exactly how such Elders are to be honored.  This is 

important, and will help clarify the way, in which, some Elders are to be honored more than 

others.   To be sure, we believe in a plurality of Elders and we believe that all Elders are equal in 

authority, based on what the Scriptures say, as a whole on this matter, and so, right from the 

outset, we can presume that Paul is not saying that preaching Elders are to gain more of the 

respect of the congregation, or are to be given more say in how the church is to be run...etc.  That 

is not what Paul means by "double honor" here.  Well, what then is the distinction?  In what 

sense, are those who labor in the word and in doctrine, to be given more honor than other Elders?  

Well, verse 18 provides us with both, an understanding of what Paul means by "honor" here, as 

well as the identity of this distinction among Elders. 

 We notice that verse 18 begins with the word, "For...," indicating that what Paul is about 

to say, will affirm and clarify what he has just said in verse 17.  "For the Scripture says, 'You 

shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain,' and, 'The laborer is worthy of his wages."   

Clearly then, when Paul speaks of elders who rule well being worthy of double honor, and 

especially those who labor in the Word and doctrine, he means this within a financial context.  

What we've considered concerning widows, further seems to support this notion, but either way, 

verse 17 is clear enough on its own.  You'll notice that Paul quotes two biblical texts, one from 

the Old Testament, and yes, even one from the New (from Luke's gospel), indicating that Luke's 

gospel was already written by this time, and Paul quotes it, as Scripture, here.   

 1) For, it is in Luke 10 (our first Scripture reading), that our Lord, having sent the seventy 

out by twos (into every city), ordered that they should be provided for (food and drink) by the 

city, within which they preached the gospel.  And it is there that our Lord states, "for the laborer 

is worthy of his wages" (vs. 7).  And so, when Paul quotes Scripture here, he is referencing this 

text from Luke's gospel.  [Luke was also, often, a companion of Paul's -- see Acts] 
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 2) Paul also quotes Deuteronomy 25:4, drawing out a principle from the Mosaic law, 

when he states, "You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain."  You see, particularly 

within that agricultural context, oxen were often used to tread upon and thresh out the grain from 

the ear.  And it would be cruel to muzzle the ox, when he was doing this, not allowing him any 

sustaining benefit from the grain, while he was laboring so hard.  And so, Paul uses this principle 

in a far more significant sense, when he speaks of Elders (who are people, created in God's 

image, and not animals).  And he is saying that it would be cruel and wrong to neglect to provide 

for those, who commit much time and labor to studying, preparing and preaching the word.  

[Look at 1 Corinthians 9:7-14, as well; Note that Paul refers to the OT priests here as an example 

that is likened to the NT elder] 

 Now Brethren, before we consider an important concluding observation, let me just leave 

you with two additional comments, addressing what this text does and doesn't mean: 

 1) What it doesn't mean.  It doesn't mean that Elders should have double whatever the 

average congregant has, in any sense.  And it doesn't mean that Elders should be honored by 

being baptized with all kinds of wealth and riches.  How can we exhort you to flee the riches of 

this world and to pursue Christ (which Paul does at the end of this letter), while we are bathing in 

the very things that we are telling you to flee away from?   The life of the apostles and the 

illustration of the ox here, definitely contradicts such a foolish and unwise notion, which brings 

me to the second point, addressing what this does mean. 

 2) What this does mean is that the life sustaining welfare of those Elders who are laboring 

in the ministry of the Word, ought to be consciously (greatly) considered by the people whom 

they oversee.  Their needs should be met, and a regular, focused consideration of their needs, 

should be discerned by the people of God.  They shouldn't have to ask for anything, in that sense.  

Double honor implies the intentional consideration of ensuring that they (and their families) are 

properly sustained and cared for.   

 Now, just so we can move on, let me do what I intended not to do, for the bulk of this 

sermon, by saying this.  I have no personal complaint about my needs, and I am beyond grateful 

to this congregation for the support you have given me and my family.  The deacons have been 

generous in seeking to oversee these matters, and you all have treated us very well, and I am 
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grateful for that.  Nonetheless, if nothing else, this text can serve as a reminder and a support, for 

what has already been happening here.  

II. A Critical Concluding Observation 

 Brethren, note how the Apostle Paul appeals to Old Testament laws and principles in a 

New Covenant context.  He quotes from Deuteronomy, here in our text, as a means of affirming 

the fact that preaching Elders ought to be honored with financial compensation.  And we saw as 

well, in 1 Corinthians, when dealing with the same subject, he appeals to the same text in 

Deuteronomy, as well as the pattern shown by the Old Covenant priests, who partook of the 

sacrifices that they offered.  And remember, the Corinthians, to whom Paul was writing, were 

certainly not all Jewish.  There was a large gentile following in the pagan city of Corinth.  And 

you will find this pattern of usage of the Old Covenant laws and principles, used throughout the 

entire New Testament.  [Ephesians addresses children obeying parents...etc] 

 Now, why do I say this?  Because sadly, many today, seem to think that the Old 

Testament laws and principles have little or no application in the New Covenant.  But that is 

simply not true.  Indeed, all that is taught in the New Testament, finds its very roots in the Old 

Testament.  Even the ceremonial laws have relevant application for us today, particularly in how 

they portray all that Christ has come to fulfill.  Clean and unclean, temple and priest, altar and 

sacrifice...all of these have relevance to our understanding of the atonement of Christ.  And 

judicial law and moral law find their way into the New Covenant as well, serving either direct or 

indirect purposes for the New Covenant believer.   

 And so, I say all of this to simply caution against assuming that because something was 

part of the Mosaic covenant, that it no longer serves a purpose in the New Covenant.  To be sure, 

there are universal principles and laws given in the Mosaic covenant.  Too often, the statement, 

"Well, that was from the Old Covenant," is tossed around, as a means of writing off various 

commands and principles that may be very relevant and applicable for the church today.  Very 

clearly, Paul draws his motivation for encouraging the financial support of preaching Elders, in 

large part, from principles that are taken from the Old Covenant. 
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 And I believe that people have a wrong view of the Moral Law, the observance of the 

Sabbath, and yes, even tithing, because they fail to make the types of connections that the New 

Testament writers make, between the Old and New Covenants.   

 Let me leave you with one more important note, regarding the issue of tithing, before 

leaving this topic, since it will probably be a long time before I address it again.  So many people 

turn to 2 Corinthians 9, and use this text as a means of discrediting the whole concept of tithing, 

for the New Covenant believer.  They say, "Look, Paul tells us to give only what we've purposed 

in our hearts, because God loves a cheerful giver...etc.  You see, Paul clearly affirms that tithing 

is no longer a valid principle for the New Covenant.  The New Covenant is a heart covenant."  

Well, the problem with such statements is two-fold.  First, the Old Covenant was also a heart 

covenant [The commands to love God with all the heart, soul, mind and strength and your 

neighbor as yourself, originate there].  And second, 2 Corinthians 9, has absolutely nothing to do 

with tithing.  Now, while you might take a general attitude "principle of giving" from that text, 

Paul is not speaking to the Corinthians about tithing (or not) there.  He is speaking about a 

commitment that the church had made to give additional monies to the suffering church at 

Jerusalem, because of a time of famine that they were experiencing.  They had agreed to give so 

much, on a few different occasions, and now they were beginning to renege.  And so, Paul strives 

to exhort them to give what they had faithfully promised.  This would have more relevance for 

giving over and above, perhaps to other outside ministries, missionaries, sister churches in 

need....etc (or even keeping your word...etc).  This had nothing to do with the support given to 

the local church.  1 Corinthians 9 and our text here in 1 Timothy, would better suit the issue of 

tithing.  Anyway, I'll leave that there, Brethren.  But I think that something needed to be said 

about this, because the misconception is very common, and in a more broader sense, this 

involves how people view the Old Covenant laws and principles, in general.   

 Next time, Lord willing, we will move on to consider, one other way, in which, Paul 

exhorts the churches to honor their Elders. 

  

Amen! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25
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