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PRESERVED BY THE TRIUNE GOD 

(SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 2016) 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 51; John 10:22-39 

INTRODUCTION 

I am sure you have heard of the Five Points of Calvinism or the acronym TULIP. 

There is both good and bad to this summary. 

John Calvin was not the one to come up with this summary statement and there is a lot more to 
the Reformed Faith and what John Calvin and other Reformers taught than five points. 

I seriously doubt John Calvin would have wanted people to label these five points under his 
name. 

The five points may have first appeared as early as 1905 and were later popularized in a 1963 
booklet entitled The Five Points of Calvinism Defined, Defended, Documented.1 

However, these five points are very important. 

T – Total Depravity or Total Inability. Sin affects every aspect of man’s being. Man lost in sin 
can do nothing to reach out to God or do anything spiritually good. 

U – Unconditional Election. God’s determination to elect sinners in Christ has nothing to do 
with man or what God could see in man. 

L – Limited or Definite Atonement. Jesus Christ died to pay the sins of all His elect rather than 
only making salvation possible for all men. 

I – Irresistible Grace. The sovereign and effectual work of the Holy Spirit overcomes man’s 
rebellion in those that God has called. 

P – Perseverance or Preservation of the Saints. 

It is this last point that we consider in greater detail today. 

All those whom God the Father elected in Christ and called to saving faith through the call of 
Jesus Christ and the working of the Holy Spirit will continue to persevere in faith and holiness 
and will be eternally saved. 

Following the outline of the WCF, we will consider three main points: 

                                                
1 Wikipedia has a decent summary of some of this history.  
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1) What do we mean by the Perseverance of the Saints? 

2) On what basis do saints persevere? 

3) Saints must still hear the warnings of God’s Word. 

Who can take you from the hand of the Son and the Father? 

 

1) WHAT DO WE MEAN BY THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS? 

The Council of Trent was a very important council of the Roman Catholic church that was 
called to deal with the Reformation. 

One of the many declarations of this Council was a rejection of the teaching of the Perseverance 
of the Saints. 

If any one maintain that a man once justified cannot lose grace, and therefore he who 
falls and sins was never truly justified, let him be accursed.2 

Interestingly there are some Arminians who believe in the Perseverance of the Saints which they 
often call eternal security and those who like Rome teach you can lose your salvation. 

Is this doctrine the same as once saved always saved? 

Do we say, if you have ever prayed the sinner’s prayer and asked Jesus in your heart, then you 
have absolute certainty of going to heaven? 

We have to be careful here. We never want to complicate or confuse the message of salvation, 
but we also do not want to give false assurance. 

Scripture does speak of those who think they have been saved who are not. 

Jesus warned about those who would come before him and say, Lord, Lord, look at all the 
wonderful things we did in your name, and He will say to them, “I never knew you; depart from 
Me, you who practice lawlessness.” 

The doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints cannot be understood from a man-centered place. 

Rather we define in terms of God’s saving work. 

Note how the WCF defines this doctrine. 

                                                
2 Council of Trent, Session 6, Can. 23, Cited by A. A. Hodge, 234. 
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17.1. They, whom God has accepted in His Beloved, effectually called, and sanctified by 
His Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall 
certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved. 

Notice in this statement, the emphasis on God’s sovereign power. 

Now you might also say, well, how does this give me any assurance? 

Well, if you are looking for some assurance other than what you find in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
then there is none. 

But if you are looking to the Lord Jesus Christ, then there is abundance of assurance and 
comfort. 

Listen to several Scripture passages. 

Phil. 1:6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you 
will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;  

2Pet. 1:10   Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election 
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;  

1Pet. 1:5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.  

9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. 

There are a number of other passages similar to these. You might even say, how could it be that 
people believe those truly saved could some how lose their salvation? 

Two answers. Some have a faulty view of God’s Word and the doctrine of salvation. 

Others base their view on human experience. 

Haven’t you known people who once were pastors or members of churches who have now 
departed from the faith and have rejected Jesus Christ? 

It is sadly the case, that many people who have attended churches for many years turn away. 

We know this reality too well even in our own small congregation. 

G. I. Williamson writes: 
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Such cases prove, not that believers can fall from grace, but only that we can be fooled by 
false appearances and professions.3 

We must interpret human experience from the perspective of Scripture rather than try to make 
sense of Scripture simply by our own experience. 

Consider the words of 1 John 2:19. 

1John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, 
that none of them were of us. 

To make one other thing clear, we should define the word saint. 

The word saint in both the OT and NT has a connection with holiness. 

All believers are saints and are called to be saints. 

Rom. 1:7   To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: 

If you are in Christ, you are set apart. You are holy. 

If you are in Christ, you are called to holiness and to turn from sin. 

So we are not using the word saint as is used incorrectly in the Roman and Orthodox churches 
for believers who have been proclaimed some how by church hierarchy to be saints.  

We are speaking rather of all true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

2) ON WHAT BASIS DO SAINTS PERSEVERE? 

One of the comforts of this doctrine is that the basis for the perseverance of the saints is that it 
is not based on your own effort or determination. 

Saints do not keep themselves. 

Saints are called, however, to persevere in holiness. 

Listen to 2 Thessalonians 2:18-19. 

2Tim. 2:18 who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is 
already past; and they overthrow the faith of some.  19 Nevertheless the solid foundation 

                                                
3 G. I. Williamson, 127. 
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of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone 
who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 

The message of grace is often twisted to be a license or encouragement to sin. But such is never 
the case for those who truly know grace. 

On what basis is there assurance that saints will persevere in faith and holiness? 

There are five foundations that the Confession speaks of, but let me stress three – the work of 
the Triune God 

1) God the Father’s election and unchangeable love. 

Ephesians 1:4 states: 

Eph. 1:4 just as He [Father] chose us in Him [Christ Jesus] before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 

If God’s love depends on you or me, that would be a horrible thing. 

If God’s love is graciously set upon us, not because of anything we have done, but because of 
God’s determination alone, that is a place for true assurance and comfort. 

 

2) The efficacy and merit of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice and His intercession for us. 

Heb. 10:10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 

Heb. 10:14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.  

Rom. 8:33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.  34 Who 
is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 

Robert Murray M’Cheyne once stated: 

“If I could hear Christ praying for me in the next room, I would not fear a million 
enemies. Yet distance makes no difference. He is praying for me.” 

 

Heb. 7:25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 
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My friends, it is always good to know that there are friends praying for us. It is part of what God 
calls us to do as we live as the body of Christ. 

But think of this. What could be a greater encouragement than knowing the intercession of Jesus 
Christ? 

You certainly don’t need to go to Mary or another “saint.” 

You go to the Lord Jesus Christ and seek His strengthening. 

 

3) The abiding presence and work of the Holy Spirit. 

John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 
it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will 
be in you. 

 

1John 2:27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you 
do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all 
things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.  

Salvation is always the work of the Triune God. The entire foundation of your assurance must 
rest in God’s continued work in your life – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

3) SAINTS MUST STILL HEAR THE WARNINGS OF GOD’S WORD. 

This doctrine does not mean that the believer has no concern or trouble. You are not to live the 
Christian life on auto-pilot. 

A. A. Hodge wrote: 

This doctrine teaches, not that persistent effort on our part is not necessary in order to 
secure perseverance in grace to the end, but that in the effort we are certain of success; 
for it is God that worketh in us both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

The Christian will always face the temptations of Satan and the world. 

You will constantly have to deal with the corruption that is still in your heart. 
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Additionally we can also say that too often we neglect the means of grace that God uses to 
preserve us – His Word, Christian fellowship, and prayer. 

Here we seek to value and remember the many examples that Scripture gives: 

- godly Joseph resisting temptation and suffering for it 

- David, a man after God’s own heart, not resisting temptation and suffering even more for it. 

- Hezekiah, a godly king, who filled with pride over the wealth and riches of the kingdom, fell 
into great sin that would lead to judgment. 

- Daniel, a man severely tested and blessed throughout his life. 

- Peter, a man who had been with Jesus for over three years, who in the face of pressure denied 
him. 

- Peter, one truly loved by God, then restored to service. 

 

Scripture gives many warnings also that believers must frequently heed: 

Eph. 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption. 

How often do you really consider the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit in your life? 

Do you consider that you can grieve the Holy Spirit through foolish and sinful choices and 
speech? 

If the Holy Spirit is given for your sanctification and as the means of bringing true unity, we 
grieve the Holy Spirit through choices that instead lead to bitterness, anger, wrath, and the like. 

 

The faithful and orthodox church of Ephesus was warned – you have left your first love! 

 

Each month we consider the words of warning from 1 Cor. 11 related to the Lord’s Supper, but 
we are not to think that God only judges with respect to the Lord’s Supper as if somehow as long 
as we don’t take the meal, we are okay. 

There is also a word of comfort connected with the word of warning in 1 Cor. 11. 

Why does the Lord judge His saints? 
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1Cor. 11:32 But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be 
condemned with the world. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Who can take you from the hand of the Son and the Father? 

John 10:28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone 
snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than 
all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 

Prayer 

Hymn: 485 

 

 

 

Benediction –  Jude 24, 25 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the 
presence of His glory with exceeding joy,  

 To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now 
and forever. Amen. 

 

 


