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“THE PRAYERS OF MOSES” (PART 1) 
VARIOUS VERSES IN EXODUS 3, 4, 32 

#10 in Series, “Learning to Pray From the Experts” 
 

Acts 7:22 (NKJV) “And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds.” 
 
Hebrews 11:24-25 (NKJV) “24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter,       
25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin.”    
 
Exodus 2:11-15a (NKJV) “11 Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to his brethren and 
looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12 So he looked this way and that way, 
and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 And when he went out the second day, behold, two 
Hebrew men were fighting, and he said to the one who did the wrong, ‘Why are you striking your companion?’ 14 Then he said, 
‘Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?’ So Moses feared and said, 
‘Surely this thing is known!’ 15 When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of 
Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian…”   
 
 
“Poor Moses─soldier, scholar, statesman! Born to be a leader, caring for a handful of sheep, his wife’s husband, with a job on 
her father’s farm! Hope must have seemed to wither at the roots.”                                                                   ─Major Ian Thomas 
 
 
 
I.       Prayer for Insecurity (3:1-4:20) 
 

Genesis 46:34b (NKJV) “…for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.” 
 
A. The First Problem─Inadequacy (3:11) 

 
“Moses began by being a failure! That was the school from which he qualified! Abraham began by being a failure! 
That was the school from which he qualified! Jacob was a hopeless failure! David was a hopeless failure! Elijah was a 
hopeless failure! Isaiah was a hopeless failure and a ‘man of unclean lips.’ But it is in the bitter school of destitution─ 
the bitter school of self-discovery─that finally you graduate into usefulness, when at last you discover the total 
bankruptcy of what you are apart from what God is!”                                                                         ─Major Ian Thomas 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 (NKJV) “19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and 
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  
 
“As Dr. Livingstone rose to speak, he was received in respectful silence. He was gaunt, haggard, as a result of 
hardships in tropical Africa, his left arm crushed by a lion, hanging helplessly at his side [as] he announced his resolve 
to return to Africa without misgiving and with great gladness. He added, ‘Would you like me to tell you what supported 
me through all the years of exile among a people whose language I could not understand, and whose attitude toward 
me was always uncertain and often hostile? It was this, ‘Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ On 
these words I staked everything and they never failed.”                                                                         ─F. W. Boreham 
 
Hebrews 13:5b (NKJV) "I will never leave you nor forsake you." 

 
 
 

B. The Second Problem─Unanswered Questions (3:13-15) 
 
 



C. The Third Problem─Fear of Failure (4:1) 
 
        “Courage is being scared to death, but saddling up anyway.”                                                                    ─John Wayne 
 

 
 
 
II.      Prayer of Intercession (Exodus 32) 
 

A. Moses’ Passion (vv. 11-14) 
 
John 14:13 (NKJV) “And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” 
 
 
“O God will you not spare this land? You Yourself raised up its peoples out of a howling wilderness. You graced us with 
your presence, power, and protection. You enabled us to become one of the mighty nations on earth. Our founding 
Fathers desired to establish a nation whose God is the LORD, and in official documents and even on coinage they 
declared their trust in Thee and proclaimed us ‘one nation under God.’ The Peoples of the world have known at least 
something of our Christian heritage and early commitments to you. What will the heathen say if You destroy us? Will they 
not ask, ‘What kind of God is this who pours so much of Himself into a people, only to destroy them two hundred years 
later?’”                                                                                                                                                ─Richard Owen Roberts 

 
 
 
 
 

B. Moses’ Pleadings (vv. 31-32) 
 
       “The problem is that the situation is desperate and we are not.”                                                             ─Vance Havner  
 
 
 

Romans 9:1-3 (NKJV) “1 I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy 
Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed from 
Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh.” 
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   In God’s Hall of Fame (Faith) in Hebrews 11, Moses is given more space than anyone else. That ought 

to be a strong indicator that Moses was truly a man of faith. As we will see in this message, Moses’ faith 

was primarily manifested through his prayers. Allow me to remind you of some details about Moses’ 

background. Few people ever had a more interesting and unusual background than Moses. The Israelites 

had been brought to the land of Egypt during the time of Joseph. In gratitude for Joseph’s action that had 

saved Egypt from perishing in a 7 year long famine, the Pharaoh (a title, not a proper name) brought 



Joseph’s father and brothers and their families from the land of Israel where they would have died in the 

famine to a piece of choice real estate in Egypt called Goshen. All of the Israelites numbered about 70 

people. Time passed and the famine ended and more time passed and Jacob, Joseph’s father and his 

brothers, and Joseph himself died. Over the next almost 400 years, the Israelites were fruitful and 

multiplied and those 70 became 7,000 and then 70,000 and then 700,000 and then as many as 2,000,000. 

   After Joseph died, a Pharaoh came to power that didn’t really care about Joseph and saw the fast 

multiplying Israelites as a threat to Egypt and made them slaves. The Israelites were growing so fast that 

Pharaoh ordered all of the boy babies who were born to be killed. When Moses was born, his mother and 

father hid him from the executioners because they knew that God had a special plan for him. Most have 

heard the story many times how Moses was put in a water tight basket and the basket was put in the edge 

of the Nile River while Moses sister watched over it from a short distance away. Pharaoh’s daughter came 

to the river for her daily bath and heard the baby cry. When she saw the baby, God put a desire in her 

heart for the child and she took him to raise as her own son. Moses sister stepped forward and asked 

Pharaoh’s daughter if she would like for her to find a woman to nurse the baby for her. Pharaoh’s 

daughter thought that was a good idea and Moses’ sister got the baby’s real mother to take the child and 

nurse it for Pharaoh’s daughter. Not only did God save Moses’ life, he arranged for Moses’ mother to 

nurse him and Pharaoh paid the bills for the milk and diapers.  

   Moses was raised in wealth and had access to every earthly pleasure. As Pharaoh’s grandson, he was 

treated as royalty and people no doubt bowed before him. He would have received the best education that 

the world had to offer. Though we cannot be sure, there are some indications that Moses may have been 

the heir to the throne – the next Pharaoh. Even if that wasn’t accurate, he was certainly raised with every 

worldly pleasure imaginable. Acts 7:22 (NKJV) “And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the 

Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds.”  

   We are not sure how Moses knew, but he was aware that he was a Hebrew. Perhaps his biological 

Mother had access to him as he grew older even after he was weaned. We read in Hebrews 11:24-25 

(NKJV) “
24 

By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 
25 

choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin”. One 

day, while Moses was still living in royalty, he made a decision that changed the direction of his life. 

Exodus 2:11-15a (NKJV) “
11 

Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went 

out to his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his 

brethren. 
12 

So he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid 

him in the sand. 
13 

And when he went out the second day, behold, two Hebrew men were fighting, and he 

said to the one who did the wrong, ‘Why are you striking your companion?’ 
14 

Then he said, ‘Who made 

you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?’ So Moses feared 

and said, ‘Surely this thing is known!’ 
15 

When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But 

Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian…” Moses was trying to help the 

Israelites his own way, and it was a total failure. He evidently didn’t bury the Egyptian very well. Perhaps 

he left his toes sticking out of the sand. It is interesting that when Moses tried to do God’s work in his 

own timing and his own way, he couldn’t successfully bury even one Egyptian. Forty years later, he did it 

God’s way in God’s timing and saw the whole Egyptian army buried in the Red Sea! 

   To save his life, Moses fled the scene. He ends up in the desert in a “no-where place” called Midian. Dr. 

Ian Thomas gives a good description of Moses’ circumstances. “Poor Moses – soldier, scholar, statesman! 

Born to be a leader, caring for a handful of sheep, his wife’s husband, with a job on her father’s farm! 

Hope must have seemed to wither at the roots.” [Ian Thomas, The Saving Life of Christ, page 66]. Before 

God could mightily use Moses, he had to be broken. He went from the prince of Egypt to watching smelly 

sheep on the backside of a desert. Tending sheep seems a strange training ground for the one who would 

deliver several million slaves from their captivity, but it is what God chose to break Moses. Before God 

can fully use you and me, we must be broken. That background takes up to the place where we observe 

some of the prayers of Moses. 

 



I.       Prayer for Insecurity (Exodus 3:1-4:20)  

   In Genesis 46:34b (NKJV) we read, “for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians." Now the 

Prince of Egypt is a shepherd – the lowest occupation imaginable for Egyptian nobility. As we will see in 

a moment, Moses who was now broken instead of taking matters into his own hands, he manifests 

insecurity when given a task by God. One day as Moses is doing his “shepherdly duties”, he sees 

something that amazes him; it is a bush that is burning but is not consumed. There at this burning bush, 

Moses begins a time of prayer, a conversation with God. Exodus 3:4 (NKJV) “So when the Lord saw 

that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And 

he said, ‘Here I am.’" In Exodus 3:7-10, God gives Moses his assignment. He is to lead the Israelites out 

of their bondage in Egypt to the promised land of Canaan. This is an impossible task! Remember that 

God’s assignments are always bigger than we are. Because of that fact we are always going to be insecure 

in our own strength and intelligence – in the power of our flesh. You can do one of three things with your 

insecurities: First, you can run from God’s assignment for your life. Second, you can try to carry out 

God’s assignment in your own strength. Third, you can take your insecurities to the Lord in prayer. In 

Exodus 3, 4 we see a prayer where Moses lays out his insecurities and problems and fears before the Lord 

in prayer. To be perfectly honest, that is a significant part of my prayer time. I simply bring my fears, my 

inabilities, my insecurities to the Lord and from His word He reminds me and encourages me that He is 

sufficient. Let’s look at the specific problems that were bringing about the insecurities.  

A.   The First Problem – Inadequacy (3:11) 

   “Who am I?” Moses realizes the immensity of the task that God has given him. It is an impossible task. 

Remember that Moses has gone from hot shot to total failure. He is broken. Moses was about to learn that 

God uses broken failures. Have you discovered that yet? I was deeply comforted by these words from 

Major Ian Thomas. “Moses began by being a failure! That was the school from which he qualified! 

Abraham began by being a failure! That was the school from which he qualified! Jacob was a hopeless 

failure! David was a hopeless failure! Elijah was a hopeless failure! Isaiah was a hopeless failure and a 

‘man of unclean lips.’ But it is in the bitter school of destitution – the bitter school of self discovery – that 

finally you graduate into usefulness, when at last you discover the total bankruptcy of what you are apart 

from what God is!” [Major Ian Thomas, The Saving Life of Christ, page 68-69]. Being alone in the desert 

had sobered Moses; watching sheep all day had given him an accurate assessment of his abilities in his 

own strength.  

   God’s provision for all of our inadequacies is found in Exodus 3:12a (NKJV) “So He said, ‘I will 

certainly be with you.” God’s provision is His presence! When Jesus gave us that impossible command 

in what we call “The Great Commission” is that we are to “
19 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 

teaching them 

to observe all things that I have commanded you;[and then He gives us the provision for this humanly 

impossible task] and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." As Moses poured out his heart 

in prayer, God answered by promising him His presence. In 1896 the pioneer missionary to Africa, Dr. 

David Livingstone spoke to the students in Glasgow University. Here is an account of that address from 

an eye witness of what he said. “As Dr. Livingstone rose to speak, he was received in respectful silence. 

He was gaunt, haggard, as a result of hardships in tropical Africa, his left arm crushed by a lion, hanging 

helplessly at his side [as] he announced his resolve to return to Africa without misgiving and with great 

gladness. He added, ‘Would you like me to tell you what supported me through all the years of exile 

among a people whose language I could not understand, and whose attitude toward me was always 

uncertain and often hostile? It was this, ‘Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ On these 

words I staked everything and they never failed.” [F. W. Boreham quoted in Stephen Olford, Going 

Places with God, page 70-71]. 

   Life changing prayer takes place when we take our inadequacies to Him and receive the promise of His 

presence. What is it that you are dreading? He has said, not only in the Great Commission, but on this side 

of Pentecost we have the very Spirit of Christ dwelling in us. He says in Hebrews 13:5b (NKJV) "I will 

never leave you nor forsake you."  



B.   The Second Problem – Unanswered Questions (3:13-15) 

   Moses big question is what would he say when the people asked him, “Who sent you?” God seems 

delighted to answer this question. Exodus 3:14 (NKJV) “And God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ 

And He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" “I AM” is a 

translation of “Jehovah”. God, in answer to Moses prayer begins to reveal Himself through His name. The 

Hebrew word contains each tense of the verb “to be”. It could be translated, “I was, I am, and I will be”. 

God’s name, I AM, reveals Himself as the self-existent One beside whom there is none else. He is without 

beginning and without ending. He is eternally the same; He is changeless. While God chooses other 

Hebrew names to reveal different facets of His person, I AM is his primary name, His covenant name. For 

us, the I AM of the burning bush has been fully revealed to us in a body – Jesus Christ.  

C.   The Third Problem – Fear of Failure (4:1) 

   Moses had the “What if’s” disease”! All of the “what if’s” that we offer up before the Lord are rooted in 

a fear that we will fail. A fear of failure is not sin; it is natural and universal. Even the seemingly 

confident people who seem so full of confidence that we think the fear of failure has never entered their 

mind have a fear of failure. Bold faith is getting with God, claiming His promises in prayer and then 

setting our fears aside to boldly obey what He has told us to do. In the words of that “famous ancient 

philosopher” John Wayne, “Courage is being scared to death, but saddling up anyway.” We could add to 

that, “Saddle up anyway and trust God to fulfill what He has led you to do.”  

   Notice what God said to Moses in Exodus 4:2-5 [Read]. God gives Moses a demonstration of His 

power. In addition to the rod, God demonstrated His power in two other ways that you can read about in 

verses 6-9. Today we don’t need those outward displays, because we have the perfect record of His 

written Word and absolute authority of His written Word. It is not that God cannot do supernatural acts of 

power to reveal His authority; it is simply that we have the completed written Word of God and there is 

no need for anything else. Our courage is to be grounded in the promises of His word. It is in prayer that 

we claim and keep before our eyes the promises, the provision and the authority of our God.  

   The first thing that we learn from the prayers of Moses is that we are to take our insecurity caused by 

our feelings of inadequacy, our unanswered questions, and our fear of failure to the Lord in prayer and he 

gives us His presence, His name, and the promises of His Word to enable us to do what He has given us 

to do.  

 

II.      Prayer of Intercession (Exodus 32) 

   One of the evidences that we are growing in spiritual maturity is that the focus of our prayers is not on 

ourselves, but on others. Certainly we never reach a place (nor does God desire for us to reach a place) 

where we do not pray for our own needs, inadequacies, insecurities, unanswered questions, and fear of 

failure. However, with maturity, these become a much less frequent focus of our prayers. In Exodus 32 

we see one of the greatest examples of intercessory prayer (prayer for others) in the entire Bible. Let me 

describe what an intercessor does. An intercessor is one who takes a position between a person or persons 

in need and God. An intercessor is one who petitions God in prayer on behalf of the needs of others.  

   Allow me to set the scene for the intercession of Exodus 32. Moses has led the Israelites out of Egypt, 

through the miracle of the Red Sea parting and now they are camped at Mount Sinai. Moses has gone up 

on Mount Sinai and received the law. Meanwhile down below, the people, with the help of Moses’ 

brother Aaron, have made an idol – a golden calf – and have worshipped it. Listen to what the Lord says 

to Moses concerning this hideous sin in Exodus 32:8-10 [Read]. The wrath of God is stirred, but I believe 

that this was a test for Moses. Would his carnal ambition rise to the surface? Basically God is saying, “I 

am going to fry the whole bunch and make you, Moses, my new Abraham”. If Moses was driven by self 

interest, this would have been appealing to him. Perhaps he would have said, “You know Lord, that 

sounds like a good thing to me. The ‘Mosesites’ has a nice ring to it”. Let’s see how Moses responds. 

A.   Moses’ Passion (32:11-14) 

   Moses passed the test with flying colors! His passion was not for his own glory and advancement. His 

consuming passion was the glory of God! Here we see the number one characteristic of an intercessor – a 



passion for God’s glory. That means a passion for God to be made famous and display His attributes 

through every circumstance. Moses’ greatest fear was that God would be seen as other than He is by those 

who did not know Him. An intercessor’s greatest desire in every situation and trial is not that God’s 

people are made comfortable, or that the trials go away. His or her greatest desire is that the spotlight is 

turned upon God and His glorious attributes are put on display. In the New Testament, Jesus gave us the 

use of His name, but He tells us that all that we legitimately ask in His name must have as its first desire 

the glory of God. John 14:13 (NKJV) “And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father 

may be glorified in the Son.”  

   Moses’ concern was God’s reputation. If He cut off His covenant people it would have meant that He 

broke an unconditional covenant with Abraham. The enemies of God would have blasphemed God over 

His failure to bring His people into the land He promised to Abraham and his descendents. Moses passion 

was for the glory of God. Let’s apply that. When you are interceding for others, what is your motive? Is it 

that their pain will go away? Is it that they will be more comfortable? When you pray for our nation, what 

is your motive? The leading living authority on revival is (in my opinion) Dr. Richard Owen Roberts. 

Listen to the prayer he prays that sounds a lot like Moses prayer except he is praying for our nation. “O 

God will you not spare this land? You Yourself raised up its peoples out of a howling wilderness. You 

graced us with your presence, power, and protection. You enabled us to become one of the mighty nations 

on earth. Our founding Fathers desired to establish a nation whose God is the LORD, and in official 

documents and even on coinage they declared their trust in Thee and proclaimed us ‘one nation under 

God.’ The Peoples of the world have known at least something of our Christian heritage and early 

commitments to you. What will the heathen say if You destroy us? Will they not ask, ‘What kind of God 

is this who pours so much of Himself into a people, only to destroy them two hundred years later?’” 

[Richard Owen Roberts, Sermon “The Effectual Revival Sermon of Moses”].  

B.   Moses’ Pleadings (32:31-32) 

   This is a depth of intercession that I have not reached. Moses is desperate. Not only was he desperate for 

God’s glory, he had a deep love for these rebellious people. He couldn’t stand the thought of all of the 

Israelites being wiped out. In spite of their complaining and rebellion, Moses loved them. He was 

desperate that they would be spared. The problem with our intercession is summarized by Vance Havner. 

He said, “The problem is that the situation is desperate and we are not.” Moses knew that the situation 

was desperate and so was he. What Moses is praying should not be analyzed theologically, but to get 

insight into the heart of a true intercessor. Of course it is not possible for a righteous God to take Moses 

and spare the idol loving Israelites. Moses was simply taking the thing most valuable to him and being 

willing to let go if these rebellious people could be spared. You see that exact same sentiment in the 

Apostle Paul in Romans 9:1-3 (NKJV) “
1 

I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also 

bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 
2 

that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. 
3 

For I 

could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the 

flesh”. May God forgive us for taking intercessory prayer so lightly.  

CONCLUSION 

   Was God offended with Moses’ intercession poured out in passion and pleadings? No He was not. The 

text says in Exodus 32:14 (NKJV) “So the Lord relented from the harm which He said He would do to 

His people.” Some translations say “repented” or changed His mind. This is adapting God’s ways to 

human language. God is not whimsical. The sense here is that Moses passed the test (which God knew He 

would) and God did not carry out the threat.  

   I long for a prayer life like Moses. May God make us an obedient compassionate people who pray when 

we are insecure and pray with desperation for others. 


