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In our series of knowing God I want us to think this morning about the thing that God 
tells us most about himself.   
 
We have already looked chronologically at some of the things that God reveals about 
himself in Scripture.  In Genesis one and verse one we read about his existence. And then 
we saw in the same verse that he created and in the same verse—and certainly a little 
further in chapter one—we saw something of the plurality of the godhead, the trinity. 
And so we had a look at that last Lord’s day morning. 
 
This morning, then, I am not going chronologically, but I am moving now into that which 
God tells us most about himself.  We could say, “Well, why doesn’t he tell us more about 
his mercy or his anger or his wrath or particularly about his love or his mercy?” All of 
those things he tells us about himself, but God had decided for a reason that belongs unto 
him, that the thing he wants us to know most about is his holiness. That is God’s 
decision. In fact, we find that God describes himself as holy around 800 times in 
Scripture, far more times using that description than any other. Now that doesn’t push 
any other attribute, as it were, down the scale. It just shows us something of the mind of 
God. And I suppose, in one sense, if you were to be able to analyze all the sermons that 
you hear in you lifetime through a fair range of Scripture, the theme that should come out 
most concerning God should be his holiness.  It doesn’t mean that you should have heard 
more sermons entitled “The Holiness of God,” than any other, but it means that out of all 
the sermons you hear, that which rises to the surface in your thinking should frequently 
be the holiness of God, because that is how God has set it down.   
 
I cannot think of anything that this subject doesn’t touch. It touches the way we think, the 
way we live and the way you sit here at worship.  It touches the way you anticipated 
coming and it certainly touches the way that we preach the gospel.  
 
Now in our reading from Isaiah 6 he is meeting with the Lord.  And we have the great 
exclamation of the seraphim where they cry, “Holy, holy, holy.” This is written by God 
the Holy Spirit as part of his revelation to us and a part of that revelation is that we 
should be reminded very forcibly and plainly that he is forever, eternally holy.  And we 
are to catch these things and use them for his glory.   
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Robert Mc Cheyne said that there is no argument like a holy life. And that is very true. 
People may argue with us about things in Scripture. They may argue about some of the 
things that we stand for in moral issues, et cetera.  If you live a holy life they can’t argue 
with that, because that is a straight stick.  And anything they see that is contrary to 
Scripture is not a straight stick. And just by observation of just being in your presence, if 
you live a holy life, then you have said a lot. And Mr. Pink said, “The highway of 
holiness is the only path that leads to heaven.”  We must never think of our own holiness 
as being like God’s holiness and we must never  think that the holiness is something we 
can choose or not choose – it’s not an optional extra.  Holiness without which no man 
should see God. 
 
So let’s just move ahead a little bit this morning for a few headings.  
 

1 First of all we are going to have a look at what is holiness.  
 
The Old Testament word, the root word there means to cut and separate. You cut or your 
slice a loaf of bread. You cut it and you take that slice away from the rest. It is separated. 
The Bible talks about holy days. There are days that are separated from the rest. It talks 
about a holy nation, a nation of Israel that was separate from the rest. And it says that Jew 
and Gentile, when we come to know the Lord Jesus Christ we are a peculiar people, a 
chosen nation, a holy people. We are cut off and to be separate from the rest.  
 
But holiness is not just separation. We take someone out from a group, we put them 
somewhere else. We have separated them.  We haven’t made them holy.  Holiness in 
Scripture is separation from the things of ungodliness, the things of sin and the world. It 
is separate from that to be unto God.     So a holy day, the Lord’s day, Sunday, isn’t just a 
special day.  Remember when there was a great debate over Sunday.  There was a great 
campaign to keep Sunday special. That was ok, but it didn’t really go far enough as far as 
the Scripture. Sunday is not just special. That is making the day holy when you separate 
it.  It is a day unto the Lord. It is a holy day. It is a day separated from the rest of the 
week to be particularly unto God.   
 
Holiness, then, is a separation from those things. For a person to be holy, ultimately, it is 
to be like the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are partakers of the divine nature, part of the divine 
nature, of course, is holiness. And if we have been made partakers of that divine nature, 
then there should be that outwork in our lives.   
 
Thomas Watson said that holiness is the most sparkling jewel in God’s crown.  It is the  
name by which he is named. And we read in Isaiah 57: 
 
“For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy.”1 
 
So God has actually chosen to call himself holy as we would use it as a name. But, of 

                                                
1 Isaiah 57:15. 
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course, he does this through out Scripture in a number of ways that we might understand 
more about him.   
Now I want us to think about God’s holiness by particular reference to Isaiah chapter six 
where we have an illustration. We have a picture given to us there, a picture of the 
holiness of God.  I want us to develop our understanding. We are not looking so much at 
our own holiness, although that  must come into it, I am thinking of the holiness of God, 
because the holiness of God is something quite distinct.  There is no other holiness by 
which we can compare the holiness of God.   
 
2 And so, secondly, the holiness of God is of complete contrast to anything that 
we understand of humanity.   
 
The passage starts by saying: 
 
“In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the Lord.”2 
 
Why do we have that statement? Well, because it is true and it is introducing what he is 
going to say.  One reason it is there that has nothing to do with us this morning is for 
dating purposes. If you are following dates in the Old Testament you will find this is a 
key date. The date was 740 BC. Other key dates will tell when Israel went into Exile. 
You can date when they came out etc etc These are key verses that give authenticity, not 
that we need them as Christians, but it gives an authenticity to the Scripture as a historic 
record.   
 
But he also brings that sentence in here because it is a great contrast to what he is about 
to see and experience of the holiness of God.  In the previous chapter Isaiah under the 
hand of God had listed a number of great sins that the nation was involved in. And, again, 
remember this chapter break wasn’t there. And so what he is now turning to is in 
complete contrast to the king and a contrast to the sins that he has been listing. 
 
It is also a contrast to the end of the life of king Uzziah.   He reigned for something like 
over 50 years. He followed the Lord and the Lord blessed him with great knowledge. He 
was an inventor who produced a machine gun of his day. It was actually a piece of 
equipment that would fire more than one arrow at a time.      
 
But there came a time when it would appear that he became rather proud of his 
achievements. They were considerable but only because the Lord was with him. How 
careful we have to be  - how our little achievements are nothing when we look up to the 
Lord; we have to be careful not to be proud.  Uzziah but was so proud that he thought, “I 
can to the priest’s job.” And so he went into the temple and he went to offer incense. And 
the priests were very bold. They said to him, “You can’t do that. That is not your job. It is 
our job. You know, these are the things of God.” The priests at the time had some 
understanding of the holiness of God that, you know, you... we mustn’t do this. But 
Uzziah was the king and he insisted and the Lord struck him with leprosy.  
 
                                                
2 Isaiah 6:1.  
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You might think that is a harsh thing to do for a man who just he got a bit of pride -  he 
wasn’t meaning any harm, was he? He wasn’t going to hurt anybody.  My friends, he was 
going against the Word of God. He was going against the holiness of God. And that gives 
us an insight into the mind of God, that God wanted that matter dealt with for a number 
of reasons that were particularly known unto God.  
 
And so when people read this they realized the sins of the nation and they realized the 
sins of Uzziah because Uzziah was cast out. He had to live outside of the city. And his 
son had to reign in his stead. And so there was a great contrast between what had just 
been written and the holiness that he was about to write of.   
 
1 Samuel two verse two says: 
 
“There is none holy as the LORD: for there is none beside thee: neither is there any rock 
like our God.”3 
 
There is none like God. You cannot compare God in all his holiness with anything else. 
There is nothing else we can compare.   
 
One of the misconceptions we can all have about holiness of God is that we tend to think 
of the holiness of God and compare it with the goodness or holiness of humanity. We 
think of it in human terms. And so we can grade  the goodness of humanity and holiness 
of humanity.  We tend to think of those who have a criminal past and think well they  
must be right at the bottom - they don't score very high. And then we have what we call 
good people, those who are more charitable and do humanitarian works.  And we think, 
well, they score much higher, etc.  In other words, we think of God’s holiness in terms of 
our perception of good in people. But holiness is very different to goodness and God’s 
holiness is very different to our holiness -  something that we can’t put in the same 
balance. It is something quite separate. It is his scale alone. There is none holy but God.  
 
You know, our glory, man’s glory is but for a season. And even King Uzziah, even if he 
had lived for a great age, his majesty, his glory, such as it was, was but for a season. But 
it was nothing to be compared with the glorious holiness of our God. He is holy from all 
eternity and will be in all eternity.     
 
But God’s holiness is not just seen, as it were, in heaven. It is seen in everything that he 
does. We could analyze it in creation, in his incarnation, in redemption, in his glorious 
return. In every great theme of Scripture you will find the holiness of God rising to the  
surface.   So we see that God is alone in all his holiness, infinitely, eternally, 
unchangeably so, an absolute contrast to anything that we see in humanity.   
 

3 Look at the effect this picture had on the seraphim.  
 
The seraphim are a rank of angels that have six wings.  Remember, we are now speaking 
of creatures that God created. And what happened to them? They had a sense of awe, 
                                                
3 1 Samuel 2:2.  
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didn’t they, at what they were seeing and hearing.   They were used to praising God in 
glory - this was part of their job in heaven.  However it was not such a usual thing to 
come to earth to do that. Notice that they didn’t look directly upon the Lord. God’s purity 
and holiness is such that even a sinless creature does not look directly upon Jehovah but  
shielded their faces.  
 
They were in the presence of one, as we heard last week, the trinity, the eternal God who 
was when there was no one nor nothing else. When there was nowhere for God to show 
his glory. There was just God in infinite eternity.  At some point God created these 
creatures and they have waited upon him. They have praised him and they have served 
him. But before they were there, God was there in all his holiness and glory,  
 
“...from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.”4 
 
And here he deigns to come into the presence of humanity. My friends, this is the same 
God who we read of in the New Testament.  
 
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.”5 
 
Isn’t that a wonderful thing that this God should do that? I am always quite taken with the  
hymn we sang earlier, number 77.   The first four verses describe something of the 
greatness and the awesomeness of God. And then you come to verse five:-  
 
Yet, I may love Thee, too, O Lord, 
Almighty as Thou art; 
For Thou hast stooped to ask of me 
The love of my poor heart! 
 
It is a wonderful verse, isn’t it, to think of the greatness of God and that he stooped down 
for us – for sinners to be saved by grace.   
 
These seraphim here, they didn’t understand all of that, but it caused them to worship the 
Lord Jesus. 
 
“And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts.”6 
 
Now that would be wonderful to hear. It is one of the things I will look forward to in 
glory. At Christmas I love to think of the angels’ message and how it says they sang their 
message -  but it would have been lovely to have heard. Then there were myriads of 
angels here just as couple of seraphim.   
 

                                                
4 Psalm 90:2.  
5 Matthew 18:20.  
6 Isaiah 6:3.  
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Well, these have as good a grasp of the holiness of God as anyone. They knew what they 
were singing about.  But they didn’t know the joy of redemption.  When you think about 
it, we should know something of the holiness and we know the joy of sins forgiven.  So 
we have those two lines I often quote:-  
 
When angels tell the story they have to fold their wings,  
For they have never known the joy that his salvation brings.  
 
Angels have a tremendous blessing and advantage in where they are that they could be 
with God, but they do not know the joy that his salvation brings.   
 
We move on quickly.   
 

4 Notice the effect of the holiness of God here on Isaiah.  
 
He was taken with the vision of two seraphim. And who wouldn’t? You know, to see two 
seraphim, to see these angelic beings with six wings. You have to stop and have a look 
there for a bit. It is going to take you back.  But his main attraction was the presence and 
glory of the Lord. 
 
We say, “Well, how do we know that was the Lord?” 
 
Well, we know that really just common sense reading that.  But if we weren’t sure the 
Lord Jesus Christ in John chapter 12 he quotes this incident and he says: 
 
“These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.”7  
 
He is speaking of Christ. This is what Isaiah saw. Jesus confirms it in the New 
Testament. He says, “These things Isaiah saw. He saw the glory of God and he saw that 
which spoke of me,” spoke of Jesus Christ.  
 
But whenever we see the Lord when we see God in all his glory, we actually see him here 
in the Old Testament and we see the Lord Jesus Christ. What happened to Isaiah? He felt, 
his sin. 
 
“Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips.”8 
 
He couldn’t immediately join with the angels and say, “Yes, holy, holy...” He was 
stopped in his tracks, as it were. The thoughts and the holiness of God were something 
that really struck him. And, my friends, isn’t that how we feel so often? You know, the 
thoughts, the knowledge of the holiness of God are a great part of what we are as 
Christians. It is a great part of preaching the gospel.  People need to be confronted with 
this. And here was Isaiah. We say, “Well, he was a Christian.” But even he needed to be 
reminded that he was not yet perfect.  And when we come to preach the gospel this is a 
                                                
7 John 12:42.  
8 Isaiah 6:5.  
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part of the gospel to lay before people, the perfection and holiness of God, that this is the 
one who created us, this is the one with whom we have to do, one who is perfect in his 
sinless purity and the holiness.  
 
And Isaiah here, he knows his sin has been dealt with by Christ.  He might not fully 
understand it but he spoke a lot about it in his book.  Christ had yet to come and he was 
depending on the sacrifices and that the sacrifices was dependent on Christ. So he was 
really saved the same way as you and I. He knew that and yet he knew he his soul was 
cleansed but that he was still in the flesh,  like Paul in Romans seven that we have been 
looking at. He could say... Paul says: 
 
“O wretched man that I am!”9 
 
Isaiah says: 
 
“Woe is me! for I am undone.”10 
 
They are in a similar experience. They are in the presence of God and realize that even in 
their redeemed state until they get to glory they are still in the flesh.  And so we find in its 
forgiveness and that is what happens to Isaiah. It comes from the altar. He has the live 
coal taken from off the altar, probably signifying that this is a picture of the day of 
atonement. 
 
“And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine 
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.”11 
 
And, my friends, when we think of the saving work of Christ, when we think of the 
purging of our sins we don't see the holiness of God put to one side for the awful scene of 
Calvary. The holiness of God is there. And that is what makes it even more intense, that 
this is the thrice holy God. Although he laid his glory by, although he came in a voluntary 
submission to his Father, although he came to be a servant, he was still God.  And at 
Calvary, as he bears the sins of his people and is forsaken of his Father and he cries out: 
 
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”12 
 
And we know why, because he is bearing the sin of his people. God’s anger is poured 
upon Christ instead of me.  And yet in all of that he is still the holy God.   
 
Isaiah saw something of that in his experience. And now having gone through the 
experience of being cleansed, he can serve the Lord.   
 

                                                
9 Romans 7:24.  
10 Isaiah 6:5.  
11 Isaiah 6:7.  
12 Psalm 22:1; Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34.  
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“Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?”13 
 
Before this Isaiah couldn't go. He said, “I am a man of unclean lips,” but now his lips 
have been cleansed. He says, “I can go. Send me.” He was already a prophet.  But he 
came to be called to this difficult task, a task where he speaks to people who didn’t want 
to listen. In fact, God is going to ensure that some of them didn’t listen.  That wasn’t the 
point. The point was: He has got to go because God told him to. And then he leaves the 
rest to the Lord.   
 
I want to move on to some application, because I want to make this a little bit longer 
than usual.  We have already seen:- 
 

• what holiness is;   
• that the holiness of God is a complete contrast to what we see in mankind.   
• something of the effect upon the seraphim.    
• the effect on Isaiah;   

 
But what can these things have in the way of an impact upon us?   
 
I think, first of all, we must realize that God is not to be trifled with.  It is written, “I am 
holy.” It is written that we might know that and we might ponder it and we might live in 
the light of it.  God whose presence, here it says filled the temple. A tremendous 
experience that he had.  The place was full of smoke because God’s presence was there. 
He is the same God. If he chose, he could fill this chapel with his presence in the same 
way. He doesn't very often choose to do that in the age in which we live, because he has 
promised to be here by his Spirit. But God is the same. And our approach to worship and 
our actual worship should reflect the holiness of God.   
 
So when we come in, our hearts really should be well prepared that I am coming to meet 
God, holy God.   
 
Our worship is to be distinct from any other activity. It is something different unto God. 
Yes, in one sense we worship God in all that we do whether you are out at work or 
whatever. The way that we do things is an act of worship.  But our corporate worship, 
when we come into this place to worship God in this way is something distinct. Our 
hymns, the words that we sing, the music that we use, the things that we do are to be  
distinct from the world and holy unto God.   
 
Scripture says: 
 
“O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.”14 
 

                                                
13 Isaiah 6:8.  
14 Psalm 96:9. 
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And that is a wonderful thing, that holiness is beautiful. And sometimes we don’t get a 
grasp of that and the hymn writer brings it out  ‘how beautiful thou art.’   
 
And yet you say, “Isaiah says there would be no beauty in him that mentioned desire.” 
That means when Christ came we... people wouldn’t look at him and say, “Oh, what a 
lovely man, what a handsome man or whatever.” He was a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief. But when it says that holiness is beautiful and how beautiful thou 
art, that is it. We see it in the attributes of God. If only we could see that which is perfect, 
which is beautiful in the sense that there is no sin, there is no moral imperfection, our 
minds, again, are, at the edge of our comprehension. The beauty of holiness. And that is 
how we come to worship. And our service and our ministry must be in the same vein. It is 
unto him, isn’t it, and unto him alone.   
 
Now we want people to understand the gospel.  And when we give out our literature we 
want it to be in a way that people can find it sensible to read and understandable and 
applicable to them.  But never forget that whether it is a piece of literature, whether it is 
our hymn singing, our sermons, our coming together like this, first of all, it is unto him. 
We must always ask ourselves. Is that which I am about to do, what is state of my heart 
and what I am seeing and hearing, is it relevant to God?  Because when we have things 
relevant to God all of the sudden it will be relevant to those with whom we mix day by 
day.   
 
But then also we should be amazed that such a God should dwell with us. Isaiah 57 again, 
it says:  
 
“For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I 
dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit.”15 
 
Isn’t that a wonderful thing? He doesn’t look of the proud.  He is looking of the humble, 
the contrite. And why does he do that? He says: 
 
“...to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”16 
 
May be you sit here this morning and think, I am a bit down spiritually - there is a lot to 
be depress us round about.  Well note this, this morning, the high and lofty one, the one 
who says I am holy actually comes to dwell in contrite and humble hearts in order that we 
might be revived. My friends, we often think if we need the reviving of God the Holy 
Spirit we do, we can think of all sorts of things in Scripture that might help to revive us. I 
can’t say I have ever thought of this before, but actually the holiness of God is something 
that God uses to revive his people.  
 
We move on.    A knowledge of the holiness of God gives us strength and 
encouragement. One has said rightly on this passage that this is the kind of knowledge 
that strengthens us. And I believe it is, to learn of the attributes and character of God is 
                                                
15 Isaiah 57:15. 
16 Ibid.  
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one of the most helpful things a Christian can do.  It pleases God, but as well as pleasing 
God it is practical to sanctification, to our holiness. It makes us fit for worship and fit for 
service. And if pondering the holiness of God doesn’t move your soul, then I would 
suggest your soul is dead.  Really, when you consider in the light of Scripture the 
holiness of God, your soul must be moved by that which God wants to reveal to you more 
than anything else.  And if you can’t take that revelation then we have to say, “Am I right 
with God?” 
 
And, my friends, we can be encouraged, too, not only to be strengthened here, but, you 
know, when you get to glory you get to know more of holiness. So if we are not ready for 
holiness here on earth, then we are not ready for glory. If you read Revelation, I think it is 
chapter four, although I think they are referred to as beasts. I am not sure it is a good 
translation in our Bible, but you find in chapter four you meet these seraphim again. 
What are they singing?  
 
“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.”17 
 
They appear to have only a one page song book.  I am sure they sing other things, but 
isn’t it quite amazing that when you meet them way into the future in glory they are still 
singing, “Holy, holy, holy.”    
 
In the prophet Zechariah he is writing about the kingdom of the future and in the Old 
Testament part of the head gear of the high priest he has “Holiness to the Lord” 
embroidered on it.  
 
Zechariah, writing of the kingdom of the future he says, “Do you know, in the kingdom 
of the future, you are even going to have holiness unto the Lord on the bridles of your 
horses...” one translation says the bells of the horses. But he says what will be engraved 
on there is holiness to the Lord. 
 
What he is saying there is, at the moment very special things are separated unto God. God 
says, “You put holiness on those. But when we get into the kingdom even ordinary things 
will be holy unto the Lord.” 
 
And then we should be holy, shouldn’t we?  Scripture says: 
 
“Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”18 
 
It is an implication of God’s holiness.  It is not an idea but a command of God. It is a 
desire of God.  It is the nature of God in our souls. It is that which leads to blessing. It  
leads to the blessing of other Christians and the salvation of others.  That we should shun 
every appearance of evil and be holy people. For I am holy, says God.  It is a foretaste of 
heaven to come where there will be no pollution of sin.   
 
                                                
17 Revelation 4:8.  
18 1 Peter 1:16.  
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I will just give you one more.  How will you face such a holy God? Are you ready to 
meet him?  Oh, you may say, “I am not sure. I am still in my sin.  You can’t meet a holy 
God in your sin.” 
My friends, this holy God took upon himself sin, didn’t he? The Lord Jesus Christ came 
into the world because we can’t face a holy God. We can’t gaze upon him because of our 
sinful nature. So he has come to us and taken our robe of flesh and he has gone to the 
cross and the Lord laid on him our iniquity. He became sin that we might become holy.  
And all things are ready now for salvation.  
 
There are people all around the world even today that by the Holy Spirit will be led to 
repentance and faith.  They will be born again. They will be converted, whatever word 
you want to use.  It would be lovely if there was one here this morning, perhaps for the 
first time realizing the greatness and holiness of God with whom you have to do and to 
know that he stooped to seek the love of our hearts that we might go to glory and see him 
in all his glory.   
 
Well, may these things truly affect the way that we walk before each other, the way we 
walk before the world and particularly the way we walk and live and serve our great and 
glorious God.  Amen. 
 


