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180318-1 Luke Series, 12, 13-21, Covetousness – Craig Thurman 
Christ warned the disciples against hypocrisy.  ‘Hypocrisy is of two kinds. 
Pretending to be what we are not, and concealing what we are.’ J-F-B 
Commentary Bible Commentary, vol. 3, p273.  For the unbelieving that means 
feigning faith in Christ.  For the believing that means failing to confess Christ.  Are 
we ashamed of Christ?  Are we ashamed to let our friends know we are Christ’s?  
Are we ashamed to let those we work with every day hear how we depend on 
Christ for everything?  Are we ashamed to bow and give thanks for the food that 
we are about to eat while in the company of those who might not know Christ?  
Don’t be ashamed of Christ.  Confess Him before others.  Brethren, settle it in 
your hearts, possess ye your souls (imperative, commandments) by waiting upon 
Christ to confess Him in the face of all trial, even unto death. There is no higher 
privilege for us than to be called upon to suffer for His name. And there will be no 
higher honor in the day of Christ than for Him to confess our names before the 
angels of God and before the Heavenly Father. 

 
Ro 14:8  For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we 
die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. 

 
Connected to this warning comes another from the Lord.  Christ warns his 
disciples against covetousness. 
  
13 ¶  And one of the company said unto him,  
 

of the company, τοῦ ὄχλου, which is the very same as that in v.1. 
 

This one is of the multitude of the people that had begun to gather at the 
house where Jesus dined with the Pharisee.  (v.1) 
 

Master,       speak         to my brother,   that he divide   the inheritance with me.  
              command, tell                               to divide, part 
                 bring word 
 

speak, εἰπὲ, 2ps. aor. imper. of e]ipo<n or e@pw; KJV, to say, bring word, 

command, speak, tell. 
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to divide, μερίσασθαι, aor. infin. mid. of meri<zw; KJV, to divide, deal, 

distribute, make a difference between, part. 
 
the inheritance, τὴν κληρονομίαν, acc. sing. of klhronomi<a; KJV, 

always tss. inheritance (14) which noun describes the lot or part 
apportioned to another; the noun describing the one which receives 
this portion is klhrono<moj, klhro<j  + no<moj, lot + law (rule of the 

lot), the heir; the verb form which allots this is klhro<omai, or 

klhro<w, to obtain an inheritance; and finally, klh?roj, is a noun 

describing the goods, the lot, part, heritage.   
 

Some unknown soul from among the crowds of people gather about the 
house where our Lord Jesus had come would have Jesus settle a dispute 
between him and his brother over an inheritance. 

 
Εἶπεν δέ τις αὐτῷ ἐκ τοῦ ὄχλου Διδάσκαλε εἰπὲ τῷ ἀδελφῷ μου 
μερίσασθαι μετ᾽ ἐμοῦ τὴν κληρονομίαν 

 
14  And he said unto him, Man, who   made me      a judge  or a divider  
                                                                  set me down  an umpire                       
 

made, κατέστησεν, 3ps. aor. ind. act. of kaqi<sthmi, kata< at, by, 

down +  i!sthmi KJV, stand, set, establish, appoint, continue; 

kaqi<sthmi, KJV, to make, appoint, conduct, ordain; lit. to set down 

 
a judge, δικαστὴν, acc. sing. of dikasth<j, a judge; di<kh, judgment; 

LXX, cf. Ex.2.14, a judge; 1Ki.(1Sa.) 24.15, umpire; Is.3.2, judge 
 
a divider, μεριστὴν, acc. sing. of meristh<j; only this once in the N.T. 

and as original as the word divider, which is also only used once by 
the KJV translators. 

 
ἐφ᾽   ὑμᾶς 
over you?  (i.e., both) 
acc. plural, ὑμᾶς, you, not acc. sing, se<, thee.  (cf. Lk. 4.10); verb root su<. 
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Christ did not come to be a judge over men’s matter.  Rather, by His comng 
he sent a sword into the earth. 
  

Mt.10.34  Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came 
not to send peace, but a sword. 
35  For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the 
daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her 
mother in law. 
36  And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household. 
 

ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ Ἄνθρωπε τίς με κατέστησεν δικαστὴν ἢ μεριστὴν ἐφ᾽ ὑμᾶς 
 
15  And he said unto them,  
                                                 (again, to address the disciples) 

 
Unto them, either:  
 

1. This man that had approached him, perhaps understood being 
accompanied with his brother. Or, 
 
2. To the crowds that had gathered around since Jesus began to dine 
in the Pharisee’s house. Or,  
 
3. It means that He picks up his discourse where he had previously 
left off, instructing His disciples.  (I think this is true.)  

 
Take heed,  
                     of covetousness 
 

take heed, o[ra?te, 2ppl. pres. imper. of o[ra<w, horao; ble<pw, is the 

act of seeing, whereas o[ra<w, is the act of perception or realizing; so, 

be able to realize or perceive covetousness when you see it. 
 
                        ἀπὸ    τῆς                                     πλεονεξίας 
and beware    of                                              covetousness:  
                                    the  [sin (implied)] of     
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(cf. 1Th.2.5, πλεονεξίας is tss. of 
covetousness) 

 
beware, φυλάσσεσθε, 2ppl. pres. imper. mid. of fula<ssw; the 

middle, act in relation to yourself so that you keep from 
covetousness; the imperative in this case would be stated, keep 
yourselves from covetousness; fula<ssw, KJV, keep, observe, 

beware, be, ware, save as you would a prisoner under your charge. 
 

Be perceptive of it and keep clear from it. 
 

                                  ἐστιν                                                           ἐν τῷ περισσεύειν 
for a man’s life consisteth not                                                  in the abundance  
                                     is               [implied, judged or divided]    by the excess 
 

a man’s, τινὶ, dat. sing. indef pronoun, of tij; 13 times in the N.T., 

and tss. in the KJV as a man, a man’s, certain, some, and one; in this 
case anyone’s. 
 
in the abundance, ἐν τῷ περισσεύειν, pres. infin. of periseu<w, KJV, 

to exeed, to have more abundance, to remain over, enough and to 
spare, abound, increase, the better, to excel, redound; so to have 
excess; or, by the abundance, or, by the excess. 
 

   ἐκ                           τῶν ὑπαρχόντων αὐτοῦ    
   of                     the things which he possesseth.  
or, from     the things which are his substance, goods 

 
things which … possesseth, ὑπαρχόντων, gen. pl. neut. part. pres. of 
u[pa<rxw, u[po< KJV, among, by, from, under, with +  a@rxw, to rule, 

reign; u[pa<rxw, to live, be, have, being. 

 
We must be able to identify covetousness so that we can keep ourselves 
from it. In the 10 Commandments, the 10th reads, 
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Ex 20:17  Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, 
nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s.  
 

Clearly, this is a man who sets his eyes on his neighbor and 
lusts after the lifestyle of this man.  Obviously, no one looks at 
a poor man and says, ‘Hey, I want to live like that.’  It is 
understood that the neighbor is better ‘to do’ than we are.  
Thus the sin of covetousness. 

 
Achan fell into the sin of covetousness: 
Jos.7.21  When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, 
and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 
weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are 
hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it. 
 
Jos.7.11  Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my 
covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the 
accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they 
have put it even among their own stuff. 
12  Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their 
enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they 
were accursed: neither will I be with you any more, except ye destroy 
the accursed from among you. 
 

dissembled, UwH3Ki, Piel (intensive act.) 3ppl. of wHaKA; KJV, to lie, 

dissemble, deny, belied, failed, dealt falsely, marg. to yield 
feigned obedience.  
 
dissemble, dict., to hide under a false appearance, to put on 
the appearance of: to simulate; to put on a false appearance: 
conceal facts, intentions, or feelings under some pretense; syn, 
see disguise. 
 

What is it with Achan.  He was pretending to be a holy 
one in the midst of the holy people of God, while all 
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along he had covetousness hidden in his heart and the 
stuff in center of his tent.  

 
In the New Testament the saints are commanded to put to death in our 
bodies the sin of covetousness.  In other words, I must not allow myself, my 
old nature, to be satisfied through covetous acts. 
 

Col 3:5  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection (passions), evil 
concupiscence (evil lusts), and covetousness (pleoneci<an, (verb, 

pleonekte<w) to gain an advantage, overreach, and defraud: to have 

the greater part of share [than others] Thayer), which is idolatry … 
 

Covetousness is on a level with idolatry, and is called idolatry.  It diverts the 
Christian’s devotion to God to be devoted to something or someone else.  
The poor and the rich, the believing and the unbelieving, sick and healthy, 
everyone can be covetous.  The difference between the believing and the 
unbelieving is that the believing can, by the grace of God, put away this sin, 
whereas the unbelieving have no means to find relief for sin, though they 
might know covetousness is sin against God.   
 
A good indication whether we are covetousness is how we evaluate 
ourselves.  If I evaluate myself by the stuff that I have a covetous heart. If I 
think that I am godly, or somehow have an inroad with God because He has 
given me all of this stuff, I am covetous.  The Bible does not say, gain is 
godliness. That is what the false teacher, heretic says.  The very thought is 
heresy.  Is that what we think?  The false teacher says, ‘gain is godliness’  
But the Bible says godliness with contentment is great gain.  The thought 
that I have all of this stuff is because I am godly is heresy.  God blesses 
wicked men every day with lots of stuff. 
  

… for a man’s life consisteth (e]sti<n, 3ps. pres. ind. of ei]mi<, I am) not 

in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.  
 

I am not what I possess.  I am what I do.  My value is not determined by the 
goods that I have.  While that might be a guideline for how much insurance 
I should purchase to protect against loss, it is not a guideline for 
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determining who I am.  The kind of life that I lead determines who I am.  A 
man devoted to getting gain, overreaching, defrauding others is a covetous 
man.  Such a man does not worship God.  He worships his things.  He might 
believe in Christ, he might be a member of a church, he might be somewhat 
faithful to attend services (a covetous spirit doesn’t have the convictions 
that faithful men have), but he is covetous if his life is characterized by 
these kinds of things. 
 

Sometimes debt is unavoidable.  Not all debt is because of 
covetousness.  But it is very likely that today most debt is because of 
covetousness. We didn’t have to have the newest, biggest, and best 
things on the market.   

 
God demands that all men worship only Him, in body, soul, mind, and 
strength.  That means love Him.  But there are some who love the things of 
this world.  Therefore they are idolators. 
 

1Jn.2.15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. 
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
17  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 
 

It is only reasonable that the children of God, those of the faith of Christ, 
love the Father and the Son.  It is this love which would keep the children of 
God from covetousness.  But this love overcome by covetous practices 
destroys the lives of Christians if they continue unchecked. 

 
1Ti 6:9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction 
and perdition. 

 
Demas, once a faithful servant with the apostles Paul was overcome with 
covetousness.   
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2Ti 4:10  For Demas hath forsaken me [or, left me destitute], having 
loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens 
to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 
 

forsaken, e]gkate<lipen, 3ps. sing. aor. ind. act. of 

e]gkatalei<pw, e]n by, in, with +  kata< down, at, as, under, by 

+  lei<pw lacking, destitute; e]gkatalei<pw, to leave or forsake;  

 
LXX, e]gkate<lipen, 3ps. sing. aor. ind. act., is used in Ge.24.27, 

left destitute; Ps.38.10, heart faileth; Ps.40.12, strength faileth; 
otherwise tss. forsook, had forsaken, hath forsaken, and left. 

 
That didn’t happen all at once.  It crept into his life a little at a time, until 
finally, he gave completely over to it and he quit the service of Christ.  
Priorities for covetous Christians is reversed from what it ought to be. 
 
εἶπεν δὲ πρὸς αὐτούς Ὁρᾶτε καὶ φυλάσσεσθε ἀπὸ τῆς πλεονεξίας ὅτι οὐκ 
ἐν τῷ περισσεύειν τινὶ ἡ ζωὴ αὐτοῦ ἐστιν ἐκ τῶν ὑπαρχόντων αὐτοῦ 

 
16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying,  
 

Christ used parables to reveal truth to His disciples and conceal the same 
from all others. Here, Jesus directs His speech to the multitudes while at 
the same time he concealed the true import of it from them. 
  

Mt 13:10  And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest 
thou unto them in parables? 
11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not 
given. 

 
The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:  
                                                                 -       bare well       - 
 

rich, πλουσίου, gen. sing. masc. of plou<sioj; always tss. rich. 
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brought forth plentifully, εὐφόρησεν, 3ps. aor. ind. of eu]fore<w, eu] 

well +  fore<w, to bear or wear; only this once in Luke,  

 
Jesus knew this man, as he said this was a certain rich man, and He uses 
him for this specific example.  His ground, country, region, field God had 
blessed to be very productive.  
 
Εἶπεν δὲ παραβολὴν πρὸς αὐτοὺς λέγων, Ἀνθρώπου τινὸς πλουσίου 
εὐφόρησεν ἡ χώρα 

 
17  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no 
room where to bestow my fruits?  
 

The character of the man is immediately manifested by what the Lord had 
done for him to his land.   
 

Such a sad testimony this man gives of his love for the LORD.  He 
probably went to synagogue every Saturday and asked for prayer 
that the LORD bless his fields.  And they were answered.  Yet not 
there is not a word of thanksgiving to the LORD for the prayers that 
were answered in his behalf.  How many just gotta have this job or 
this opportunity, or else.  And the LORD grants the prayers of the 
saints in behalf of this one.  Yet, they do not stop to give thanks to 
God for what He has done.  Some professing saints have this kind of a 
witness among the people of God. 

 
Notice, that rather than blessing God and giving thanks for the outpouring 
of His mercies, he become laden with cares, anxiety about how to keep 
what he thought was all his. 
 

I have no room where to bestow my fruit … 
…there I will bestow all my fruits and my goods. 

 
In the parable of the ‘Sower and the Seed’ the sower sowed seed in a place 
where there were thorns.  Whatever we might think about this parable, 
one thing certain: the the word of God does not produce fruit in the heart 
troubled by the cares of the world. 
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Mt 13:22  He also that received seed among the thorns is he that 
heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 
 

Cares for this world choke out the fruitfulness that ought to be in the life of 
a Christian.  This Christians cares for the things of the world so that the 
things of Christ matter not.  He prefers the best of the meat, and the best 
of the drink, and the best of the dress.  And put that in the best ride, and 
the best house, and the best recreation, and before we know it, we look 
back and find out that we spent our entire life chasing after the things of 
the world.   
 

1Pe 5:7  Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 
 

We’d rather dine with the uppity up’s. We’d rather wheel and deal, and 
mingle with the clients.  And the Lord gets what is left over.  We have our 
friends over here; we have our family over here; and we have the church 
over here.  Little time is spent in fellowship with those of our brothers and 
sisters in Christ in the assembly. Little time is spent in fellowship with those 
of the assembly. 
  
καὶ διελογίζετο ἐν ἑαυτῷ λέγων, Τί ποιήσω ὅτι οὐκ ἔχω ποῦ συνάξω τοὺς 
καρπούς μου 

 
18  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and 
there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.  
 

Is there something wrong with preparing for the future? 
 

Pv.6.6 ¶  Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be 
wise: 
7  Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 
8  Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the 
harvest. 
 

Is there wrong for working with the prospect of reward? 
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Ec 11:6  In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not 
thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or 
that, or whether they both shall be alike good. 

 
Is there something wrong with maintaining equip? 
 

Ec 10:10  If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must 
he put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct. 
 

But what does the covetous man do?  He has to make room for more, and 
more, and more.  He simply cannot ever have enough.  His prayers are 
covetous.  And he manifests complete ignorance of the simplest truths of 
God’s word. 
  

Jas 4:3  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts. 
… 
13  Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a 
city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 
14  Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is 
your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away. 
15  For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, 
or that. 
16  But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil. 
17  Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 
him it is sin. 
 

καὶ εἶπεν Τοῦτο ποιήσω καθελῶ μου τὰς ἀποθήκας καὶ μείζονας 
οἰκοδομήσω καὶ συνάξω ἐκεῖ πάντα τὰ γενήματά μου καὶ τὰ ἀγαθά μου 

 
19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  
 

The covetous man’s thought are never about the time of death. Frankly, 
there is hardly a day that goes by that I don’t think about dying.  We’re 
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dying.  One day the Lord is going to call us home.  But those are not the 
thoughts of a covetous man, that is, unless his heart palpitates once in a 
while; then he has a temporary occasion to give thought to God.  But once 
it is past, he goes back to what he loves. 
  
It is the fool which says in his heart – there is no God – and it is foolishness 
for a Christian to do as he pleases without regard for the will of God.  This 
does not characterize a godly man.  A godly man does not trust in riches.  
What will we be if we lost everything tonight?  Many a covetous man 
cannot bear the thought.  Many a covetous man commits suicide. But the 
Christian has ample warning about the nature of the riches of this world. 
  

Ps 62:10  Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if 
riches increase, set not your heart upon them. 
 
Pv.23.4 ¶  Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom. 
5  Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly 
make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven. 

  
καὶ ἐρῶ τῇ ψυχῇ μου Ψυχή ἔχεις πολλὰ ἀγαθὰ κείμενα εἰς ἔτη πολλά 
ἀναπαύου φάγε πίε εὐφραίνου 

 
20  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  
 

To live for this world is to lose everything, because this world is passing 
away, and the things in it. 
 

Ja.1.9  Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 
10  But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the 
grass he shall pass away. 
11  For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth 
the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion 
of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways. 
 
1Jo 2:17  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 
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Jn.12.24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit. (Christ gave up much now, to have all. And that principle 
carries over to the lives of His disciples.) 
25  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in 
this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 
26  If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there 
shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father 
honour. 
 
1Ti 6:7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we 
can carry nothing out. 

 
To live for Christ is to gain. 

 
Mt.16.24 ¶  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 
25  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will 
lose his life for my sake shall find it. 
26  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

 
Mt.19.29  And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life. 
30  But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first. 
 

εἶπεν δὲ αὐτῷ ὁ θεός Ἄφρων ταύτῃ τῇ νυκτὶ τὴν ψυχήν σου ἀπαιτοῦσιν 
ἀπὸ σοῦ ἃ δὲ ἡτοίμασας τίνι ἔσται 

 
21  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.  
 

We must perceive what covetousness is. It is love the love of the things of 
this world, rather than love for Christ.  It shows by what we do, not by what 
we say. Usually, covetous Christians make the poorest sort of church 
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members, because issues related to the church are always on the bottom 
rung of priorities.  Then, we must not only be able to perceive 
covetousness, we must guard our hearts from any devotions which takes us 
away from Christ. Remember, it is idolatry.   
 
Christians are susceptible to this sin.  And because they are susceptible to it 
Satan and his band of false teachers will seek to use it against us for his 
advantage and our ruin.  

 
2Pe.2.1 ¶  But there were false prophets also among the people, even 
as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction. 
2  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom 
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 
3 ¶  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth 
not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 
… 
14  Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; 
beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous 
practices; cursed children: 
15  Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, 
following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages 
of unrighteousness; 
… 
18  For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure 
(entice and beguile) through the lusts of the flesh, through much 
wantonness (lasciviousness, filth [unbridled, outrageous, extravagant 
lusts], those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 
(Live your best life now!) 
19  While they promise them (those who follow after them) liberty, 
they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is 
overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 
 

These suppose that gain is godliness. 
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1Ti.6.3  If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome 
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine 
which is according to godliness; 
4  He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and 
strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 
5  Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the 
truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 
 
Tit.1.10  For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, 
specially they of the circumcision: 
11  Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, 
teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake. 
 
Jude 1:16  These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own 
lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men’s 
persons in admiration because of advantage. 

 
Have the mind of Christ: 

 
1Ti.6.6 ¶  But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out. 
8  And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 

 
Contentment does not come naturally.  It must be learned.  It is what we 
learn to do by the Spirit of God.  The apostle Paul learned how to be 
content.  And so we should learn to be content with the will of God for our 
lives. 
 

Php 4:11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 

 
Perhaps close with reading Pv.11.23-28 
 
οὕτως ὁ θησαυρίζων ἑαυτῷ καὶ μὴ εἰς θεὸν πλουτῶν 


