
Thoroughly Equipped for Every Good Work 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 119:105-112                 Hymn #487-  Faith of Our Fathers  
1st Scripture:  2 Timothy 3:1-15                Hymn Insert-  Speak O Lord 
2nd Scripture:  2 Timothy 3:16-17             Hymn #80-  How Firm a Foundation 

Introduction 

 Paul is imprisoned in Rome, and on the verge of facing execution.  If possible, he would 

like to see Timothy one more time, before he faces his martyrdom, which will involve the cutting 

off of his head.  This letter is, as it were, his final word, at least from a Scriptural standpoint.  

Under the tyranny of Caesar Nero, persecutions have intensified greatly, coming not only from 

the Greeks and the Jews, but also from the Roman Empire as a whole, as the influence of 

Christianity has begun to have a significant affect all throughout the world.  Churches have been 

planted in many nations (Jerusalem, Antioch, Derbe, Iconium, Lystra, Ephesus, Colossae, 

Galatia, Thessalonians, Corinth, North Africa, Rome...etc), and the Apostolic and prophetic 

foundation has pretty much been laid.   

 But, in these “Last Days,” the infection of wicked, deceptive men and gross heresies will 

infiltrate the church, with such impostors growing worse and worse throughout the history of the 

Church age, until Christ returns.  Timothy had already begun to witness this infection happening 

under his own watch in the churches of Asia, and especially Ephesus.  And so, he needed to be 

conscious of it, and he needed to contend with it, with the right heart and attitude as an 

accompaniment to his verbal stance.  And above all, he needed to guard his own soul, lest he, 

under the pressure of outward and inward opposition, fall into a state of compromise and lose the 

very gospel, upon which, Christ has built and would continue to build His Church.  He must 

guard his own soul by continuing to carefully follow the Apostolic witness, and by continuing to 

build the church upon the foundation laid by Paul and the Apostles, who have secured their 

faithful witness by their “doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, 

perseverance, persecutions and afflictions.”  Yes, by every aspect of their lives, they gave 

testimony to the Word that they preached, which is, ultimately, the Word of God, which is able to 

make one wise for salvation. 
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 This morning then, brethren, we come to the very crescendo of the matter, concerning the 

importance, authority, sufficiency and supremacy of God’s Word, the Holy Scriptures, taught and 

laid down by the lives of the Apostles and codified for us in this glorious, inerrant, written canon.  

And this will then carry us into the conclusion of Paul’s letter, given in Chapter 4. 

 To this end, then, we will consider: 

 1) The Source of All Scripture. 

 2) The Substance of All Scripture.  [What it contains] 

 3) The Sufficiency of All Scripture.  

I.  The Source of All Scripture 

 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God...” (16a).  In this short statement, we are 

given the source of All Scripture, and this certainly carries with it, particular, critical 

implications.  But first, for a moment, we simply note that Paul here speaks of the source of all 

Scripture.  Notice, he doesn’t simply say, “Those Scriptures, which we tend to gravitate toward 

the most.”  He doesn’t say, “The Psalms, the Gospel of John, the Book of Romans and 

Genesis...etc.”  Right from the outset, we find that Paul includes every single Book here.  All 66 

of them are to be understood by this statement that identifies the source of the Scriptures.  And 

so, included here, would be, “Leviticus, 2 Chronicles, Lamentations, Joel, Obadiah, Zephaniah, 

Habakkuk, Haggai...etc.”  In fact, from an historical standpoint, the NT was not yet complete 

when Paul wrote this, which, while we definitely ought to include it here, leads us, as well, to 

certainly not ignore the entire Old Testament, which would have been Paul’s main source of 

doctrine and the very foundation, upon which, the NT rests.  And so, All Scripture includes all 66 

Books.  

 Moving on then, we find that, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God...”  The whole 

of this short statement is really the very heartbeat of this entire text, because it emphasizes the 

very source of Scripture which would inevitable guaranty everything else that Paul says.  And so, 

what then is the source?  Well, in essence, Paul tells us here, in a very powerful and sobering 

way that God is the source.  Now, why then does Paul not just say that directly, rather than 

saying that the Scriptures are given by the inspiration of God?  Well, because God didn’t write 
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the Scriptures with lightning bolts or with His own finger, as it were, like he did the Ten 

Commandments.  He used a means.  And that means is made up of human servants, whom God 

had called to pen His Words.  And the profound thing about this means, is that God used the 

specific personalities of those He used, to help shape exactly what He wanted to say through 

them. 

 Now, there is something else that we must understand, which is extremely important, 

before we move on.  The translation here, “by the inspiration of God,” to me, is not the best 

translation of the actual Greek terms.  In other words, I believe this is translated better in other 

translations.  And the reason I say this, is because, especially in our day, the whole notion of 

“inspiring someone,” means nothing more than influencing them in some way.  And that is not 

what Paul is saying here.  The original language could never be understood that way.  God did 

not simply inspire those who wrote the Word, even in a very significant sense.  And if He did, 

then what we have, cannot really be said to be the Word of God.  The better translation, 

therefore, of the single Greek word that is used here, which is Theopneustos (Thay-ah-nustos) 

means “God-breathed.”  [Theo- God, Pneustos- Spirit/breath] 

 And so, the very clear meaning here is that God actually spoke through those who penned  

the Scriptures.  When you speak, you breathe out your words.  And so, the wonderful picture, 

here painted by Paul, which does great justice in emphasizing God as the true Author of 

Scripture, who uses the means of human vehicles to convey His Word, describes God as 

breathing out His Words through the human authors.  There is no better way for Paul to express 

divine authorship through human means than this!  Theopneustos!  Now, brethren, what does this 

statement alone tell us about the infallibility and authority of the Holy Scriptures?   Can they 

contain even the possibility of error, if God has breathed them out?  Emphatically, no!  And can 

there be a higher standard than the Scriptures, if God has breathed them out?  Of course not!  

And so, the Scriptures find their authority, infallibility and inerrancy in their source, who is 

Himself infallible, inerrant and having universal authority.  
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II.  The Substance of All Scripture  [What it Contains] 

 What then do these God breathed writings provide?  “All Scripture is given by inspiration 

of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness...” (16). 

 Here, we find that the Scriptures (these God breathed writings) are profitable (they are 

useful and beneficial) unto certain ends.  There are parameters for their intended usefulness.  In 

other words, for example, they are not profitable to all ends, such as learning how to cook, ride a 

bike or be an optometrist.  They don’t serve such purposes.  Well, what then are they specifically 

profitable for? 

 1) For Doctrine:  For all biblical teaching that is necessary for salvation, sanctification 

and growth in grace.  [For all Theology: Systematic, Biblical, Practical...etc] 

 2) For Reproof:  For pinpointing and highlighting the sin and wrong that yet remains in 

us.  For bringing conviction of sin, by use of the Law (in every way that it is broken down, into 

every imperative), as a means of driving the unbeliever to salvation in Christ, and the believer to 

further sanctification in Christ.  Reproof exposes the wrong in us.  [To rebuke] 

 3) For Correction:  The Scriptures aren’t only equipped to rebuke and show you what’s 

wrong.  They are also equipped to correct you; that is, to lead you to do what is right.  You might 

think of reproof as the “put offs” of Scripture, telling you what needs to be removed (the vices), 

and correction as the “put ons” of Scripture; those godly virtues that are meant to replace the 

sinful vices.  If reproof says, “Stop thief!  Put away your stealing!”  Correction says, “Now go 

and work, so that you can give to those who have need.”   

 4) For Instruction in Righteousness:  In a general sense, the Scriptures are suited to give 

you everything you need, to lead you to do what is right, in a moral and a godly sense.  For the 

unbeliever, it will drive you to behold the righteousness of God, and that perfect standard which 

is required of all who would seek to come near to God, so that upon recognizing the 

impossibility of meeting that standard because of your sin nature, you might be driven to obtain 

the free righteousness of God that comes only by faith in Christ.  And for the believer, the 

Scriptures will show you how to now live in grace, leading you to those avenues, by which, you 
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can now show love to the Blessed Christ, who has saved you from your sin and from the curse of 

the Law that once condemned you. 

 And so, all in all, these are the parameters, within which, the Scriptures meet the needs of 

all mankind.  They are God’s Words, used to provide spiritual doctrine/teaching, to reprove, to 

correct, and to instruct in all areas pertaining to righteousness; to the righteousness that falls in 

line with God’s standard.  But to what extent, does it achieve these designs?  Well, that will now 

be revealed in our third main point.   

III.  The Sufficiency of All Scripture 

 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work” (16-17). 

 Here we have one of the most important texts that affirm the absolute Sufficiency of 

Scripture, and brethren, let me just state, that there is hardly a more critical doctrine attacked 

(which leads to all kinds of gross and serious error) in our day.  God is the ultimate Author of 

Scripture.  The Scriptures are given for doctrinal, reproving, corrective and instruction in 

righteousness purposes.  And all of this, so that (in order that; to the end that) the man of God 

(that is, the one called by God to teach and preach in Christ’s Church) will be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.   

 Now brethren, if Paul wanted to emphasize how the Scriptures are wholly sufficient, unto 

fulfilling all of the purposes for which they were given, he could hardly have stated it better than 

he did here.  Notice, the emphatic language he uses here.   

 1) The man of God may be complete:  In other words, with the Scriptures alone in his 

arsenal, the man of God has everything that he needs to fulfill his ministerial duties.  He has 

every tool that he needs to do the job, an he needs nothing more.  He is complete.  

 2) He is thoroughly equipped:  Not simply equipped, but thoroughly equipped.  He is 

equipped to the full, exceptionally equipped, beyond sufficiently equipped. 
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 3) He is thoroughly equipped for every good work:  He is able to perform every good 

work that is suited for the ministry of preaching and teaching all profitable doctrine, for 

reproving, for correcting and for instructing in righteousness.  

 In a nut shell, brethren, Paul states here, not only that the Scriptures contain the full 

authority of God (who is their rightful Author), but furthermore, that absolutely nothing more is 

needed for providing us with all that we must understand, concerning all matters of doctrine, 

related to salvation, sanctification and all that concerns God’s will and design for man.  They are 

wholly sufficient.  We don’t need new revelations, additional church traditions or anything else 

to provide us with some other hidden insight into the divine will.  What God wants us to know, 

He has given us in complete form, right here in this Book.  Both, the context of this text, 

concerning what we have gone over in previous weeks (and what we will go over next time, 

Lord willing), and the very clear teaching of this passage itself, avow this!   

IV.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 1) I want to suggest to you again, brethren, that there is no more vital topic, that we must, 

have settled in our souls than this topic which deals with the authority and Sufficiency of 

Scripture.  If you pull the smallest lace out of this critical thread, you will be in great danger of 

seeing every other doctrine, gradually coming loose and falling by the wayside.  And brethren, if 

we understand the deceptive nature of our hearts, even in the slightest sense, we must realize that 

we cannot keep our faith together, unless we set it upon God’s Word, as that infallible, all 

sufficient, all authoritative source of grasping anything related to God and His divine will.  And 

so, let me say again, with the strongest affirmation, that which has been emphasized over and 

over again in this Epistle.  Brethren, set your soul upon everything that is revealed in this Book, 

and upon the Christ who is the great summation of this Book, without compromise, without 

budging in the slightest, and you will make it through these “Last Days.”  Recognize this Book 

as that ultimate authority over your very life, inked by the breath of God through His servants.   

Trust and embrace every infallible truth within it.  And settle the conviction, that it is wholly 

sufficient for every good work that God desires to do in this world, and in your own heart.  Do 

not look for something more, because there is nothing more.  Do not look for some short cut to 
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discovering God’s will, but rather, prayerfully labor over these pages, all of them, and you will 

find all of the jewels and resources that you need to survive and to thrive in grace! 

 2) Make it your life business, to read and get to know all that is in this Book.  God has a 

significant purpose for including the one chapter of Philemon, as well as the fifty chapters of 

Genesis in His infallible Word.  Certainly, much more could have been included in this Canon, if 

God saw a fit reason for adding more.  But, He has given us 66 Books, of all different sizes, 

containing different kinds of literature, written by several different authors of different 

occupations from different time periods.  There are no left over pieces in God’s Scriptural puzzle.  

Every piece is necessary to get the whole picture and to provide you with all that is needed for 

your growth and edification.  Prayerfully read the whole Bible, from cover to cover, and you will 

do your soul (and the souls of others) a lot of good.   

 3) Non-Christian, unbeliever, I want to plead with you to prayerfully read God’s Word.  

Your God and Creator has ordained to use His written Word as the very means of speaking and 

communicating with this fallen world, which is at enmity with Him.  You are presently an enemy 

of God.  Think about that!  Let that sink in!  And you can’t trust your own heart to lead you to 

grasp this truth and all that God has done in His Son, to reconcile sinners to Himself.  He has left 

you with and objective truth; His written Word, which is powerful and living, and which is able 

to make you wise unto salvation.  You have access to the very words, which God empowers by 

His Spirit unto the salvation of lost souls.  You have access to all of the precious truths that are 

bound up in God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, right at your fingertips!  Make use of it!  For the 

time will come, when such a privilege will no longer be yours.  Everything that you need to 

know about the God who created you, is right in here.  Everything you need to know about who 

you are (with respect to Him), how you have violated His holy laws, the consequence of 

violating those laws, the solution of reconciliation and salvation found in Christ, is right here.  

Everything you need to know about your eternal destiny, and how to live now for the glory of 

your God, with the expectation of meeting Him in glory as your loving Father, and not your 

wrathful judge, is found right here. Get into His Word, pray for His aid in understanding it, stay 

consistent in reading it, and you will find the only way of life, in, by and through Jesus Christ! 

Amen!!!       Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25
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