
The Life and Times of
Florence Baumgratz

May 20, 1919 – March 13, 2017

Today we are NOT saying good-bye, but good-night to Florence
Hannum Baumgratz.  Although she may not be walking with us, she IS
walking with the Lord Jesus Christ HER Saviour--Who is the Way the Truth
and the Life.  She graduated to glory on March 13, 2017, after contracting
pneumonia from sleeping in a cold room.

She was born in North Philadelphia on the twentieth day of May in
the year of our Lord one thousand, nine hundred, and nineteen, Mrs.
Baumgratz came into the world when ferries were still needed to cross the
Delaware river.  She never left the Delaware Valley. She moved first to
Camden, then to Merchantville, then to  Collingswood, then to Haddon
Township, then to Gloucester City, then to Deptford . . . and then, finally,
to glory.

Florence Baumgratz is the daughter of the late Jesse and Florence
Robinson.  Although it might not be pleasant to talk about–or even think
about--Mrs. Baumgratz was just two years old when Jesse deserted all
three of them--her mother, our Florence, and baby John Wesley.  The three
moved in with Grandmother Matilda Hannum who was twice widowed
before the three moved in.  Grandma Hannum called our dear Florence,
Flossie, to avoid confusing her with the elder Florence.

Beloved Mrs. Baumgratz, who did not have nice school clothes,
suspended her studies in the eleventh grade due to extreme bullying and
economic strains on the family.  Later, for a short time, her uncle Ed
(Grandma Matilda’s son) lived at the same address and provided financial
assistance in those early depression days.  After leaving school, Florence
worked as an IBM ninety-six column key punch operator--first for Collins
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& Akeman, then, later for Sears & Roebuck.  Despite her feelings of
hopelessness during the Second World War, Florence took time each day
to write a letter to her brother, John Wesley, who was serving overseas in
the United States Army.  In later years, she often reflected on the blackout
drills during the war.

She met her beloved husband, James Baumgratz, while living in
Philadelphia.  After a five-year courtship, the happy couple were married
by a justice of the peace on May 23, 1945, in Delaware.  Five years later,
they moved to Camden, where they both made the most important decision
of their lives. Florence Baumgratz accepted Christ as her Saviour in 1950
at the Bible Protestant Church of Camden, and James soon made the same
blessed choice.  At the age of thirty-four, Florence gave birth to her only
child, a daughter named Faith.  James continued working in the re-
upholstery business until he passed away at the age of sixty-nine, when
Florence was just fifty-one years old.  Her only grandson, Evan, bears
James as his middle name.

In the early seventies, while living in East Camden, Florence and her
daughter, Faith, both obtained their GEDs from Woodrow Wilson High
School in Camden.  While America was celebrating its bicentennial,
Florence was mourning the death of her mother who had entered eternity
on the first of July.  Later that year, she moved to Collingswood.  In the
early eighties, she traveled to the Holy Land, a trip which she remembered
fondly. Mrs. Baumgratz rejoiced to see her grandson Evan James grow up,
graduate from high school, and enter college.  Among many other places,
Florence volunteered at a nursery school working with three year olds,
volunteered in the kitchen at a senior citizen home, and also served in the
American Red Cross.

In the 1990's and early 2000's, she sang many solos at the Bible For
Today Baptist Church. Within the past ten years, she endured hip surgery
and conquered cancer, continuing to sing throughout. She was very musical
playing many instruments such as the Hawaiian guitar, and the auto harp
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to name a few.   In her life, she attended many Bible-believing churches
such as: The Bible Protestant Church of Camden, Faith Baptist Church of
Camden, The Bible Presbyterian Church of Collingswood, Lighthouse
Baptist Church of Gloucester City, Gospel Light Baptist Church of
Pennsauken, Bible For Today Baptist Church of Collingswood, and Jericho
Baptist Chapel Service at the Deptford Center.  It was, and still is her
desire that all her family and friends attend a Bible believing church and
most importantly that they genuinely trust the Lord Jesus Christ as their
personal Lord and Saviour.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Florence and Jesse
Robinson; her husband, James Baumgratz; and her brother John Wesley
Robinson.

Florence Baumgratz is survived by and will be missed by her one-and-
only loving daughter, Faith Peterson who is married to Gary Peteson, by
her precious grandson Evan Peterson, by her dear niece Linda Robinson
who is married to Peter Krill; and by her great-nephew James Richard
who is married to Amanda.

One day those among us who are genuinely born-again and saved will
see Florence Baumgratz again.  Be comforted by the Words given to the
Christians at the church of Thessalonica:

  15For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not
prevent them which are asleep.  16For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
we ever be with the Lord.  18Wherefore comfort one another with
these words (1 Thessalonians 4:15-18).


