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The Text 
 
1Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them in pairs ahead of Him to every 
city and place where He Himself was going to come. 2 And He was saying to them, “The harvest 
is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into His harvest. 3 Go; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no 
money belt, no bag, no shoes; and greet no one on the way. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, 
‘Peace be to this house.’ 6 If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it 
will return to you. 7 Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is 
worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving from house to house. 8 Whatever city you enter and 
they receive you, eat what is set before you; 9 and heal those in it who are sick, and say to them, 
‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ (Luke 10:1-9) 
 
1. Lambs in the midst of wolves have a great and good Shepherd. (4, 7-8) 
 

 The money belt was a bag or purse for carrying money. The bag was a traveler’s bag for 
clothing and other articles. To take no shoes means to take no extra shoes. The point is 
that they were not to make provisions for themselves by taking extra supplies, but were to 
trust God to provide for them.  
 

 Later on the Lord would change His instructions to let them know that this was only a 
temporary state of affairs (Luke 22:36).  

 
 Eastern greeting rituals could be long and involved and therefore, would delay an urgent 

mission. The seventy were to not to be unfriendly but to avoid any delay. Jesus is on His 
final journey to Jerusalem and time was short!  

 
 The labor in view here is the ministry of the gospel (Deuteronomy 25:4; 1 Corinthians 

9:8-12; 1 Timothy 5:18). It is to be supported materially. The gospel ministry is worth 
supporting. (Galatians 6:6-8) 
 

 The point is to be thankful for whatever provision is made and to not be concerned about 
‘clean’ and ‘unclean’ foods in the households of Gentiles (they were entering Trans-
Jordan where a lot of Gentiles lived).  

 
 The prohibition with regard to not moving around is meant to keep the focus on the work 

and to prevent looking for better accommodations. Avoid trying to increase riches 
through gospel ministry. 

 
 Trust God for your provision and protection. (Genesis 48:15; Psalm 23; 28:9)  



The Shepherd 
The Blessing of Jacob – Genesis 48:15-16 
The Request of Moses – Numbers 27:15-17; Ezekiel 34:5; Matthew 9:36 
The Exaltation of David – 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Matthew 2:6; Luke 2:8 
Salvation and Blessing – Psalm 28:9 
The Mighty Shepherd – Isaiah 40:10-11 
The Good Shepherd – John 10:11 
The Great Shepherd – Hebrews 13:20-21 
My Shepherd – Psalm 23:1-6 
2. The ministry of the gospel requires good words and good works. (5-9) 
 

 The blessing is a kind of heartfelt wish: ‘May the peace of God come to this house 
through my stay and ministry of the gospel.’ Engage people with a heart that desires their 
peace. (Ezekiel 33:10-11) 
 

 What is in view here is the expectation that whoever receives you into their home is open 
to or welcomes the gospel message or ‘message of peace’ preached (see Matthew 10:11 – 
‘worthy’ through faith in the gospel). Therefore, the blessing is to be given, ‘Peace be to 
this house.’ If indeed, there are people in the home that receive the message of the gospel 
and enjoy the peace of God then the blessing will be fulfilled but if the message is 
rejected, the blessing will be void.  

 
 The seventy were to ‘do’ the gospel (through good works, ie, healing) and ‘speak’ the 

gospel (message of peace, good news of the kingdom of God and the way into it through 
Jesus). Make sure you care for people’s material and financial needs as well as their 
spiritual needs.  Use whatever God has given you to bless others and further the gospel. 

 
 To say the kingdom has come near is to say that they have heard the good news that is the 

door into the kingdom (Romans 10:8). The kingdom of God is God’s reign of perfect 
righteousness, joy and peace that He has promised to all who trust in His King (Romans 
14:17; Psalm 2) Proclaim the good news of peace and the kingdom of God. (Isaiah 52:7; 
61:1-3; Acts 8:12) 

 
 
 


