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Ephesians one beginning with verse three. Let us hear the Word of God. 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his 
glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all 
wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according 
to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.1 
 

May God add his blessing to the reading and our understanding of his Word. 
 
In 1964 the freighter Al Kuwait capsized and sank in the harbor of Kuwait. Is presented a 
serious problem because the ship sank near the country’s water desalination plant and on 
board the sunken ship were 6000 sheep. Do you see the developing problem there? The 
sheep could not be left to rot and, thus, contaminate the water supply.  They had to figure 
out a way for the ship to somehow be raised without breaking up in the process and, thus, 
dumping the contents into the water.  What to do?  
 
Well, this nautical engineering nightmare was solved by a man by the name of Carl 
Croyer who was a Danish engineer who happened to be working in Kuwait. And he came 
up with a rather novel idea of pumping ping pong balls into the hull of the ship and that is 
what they did, 27 million ping pong balls. I don’t know where you get 27 million ping 
pong balls, but they did. They put these into the hull of the ship which slowly raised the 
freighter intact.   
 
Now where did this engineer come up with his idea? Well, years earlier as a child he had 
read in a comic book how Donald Duck had raised his sunken toy boat that way.   

                                                
1 Ephesians 1:3-10.  
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Cryor had taken a simple principle and applied it successfully to a complex problem.  My 
friends, we all hear a great deal about the myriad of problems that are facing the world, 
our country, our society. And these problems can seem very complex. There is a very 
simple principle which can be applied to any and all of these complex problems, namely, 
the simple principle set forth in God’s Word that God loves us so much that he sent his 
Son to die on the cross for you and for me, thus, we look to the cross.   
 
I mentioned a couple of weeks ago how the famous playwright George Bernard Shaw 
stipulated in his will that his tombstone not be adorned with, quote, a cross or any other 
symbol of blood sacrifice or instrument of torture.  And I made the point that the cross 
was and is a symbol of blood sacrifice. The cross was an instrument of torture.  Thus, as 
the early Christians recognized, people would find the message of the cross to be 
offensive.  
 
Think of what Paul writes in his first epistle to the Corinthians, 1 Corinthians 1:18: 
 
“For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.”2 
 
And so Shaw and others may not want anything to do with the cross, but the believer, the 
one who recognizes that the message of the cross is the message of salvation, to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. The believer will rejoice in the cross. He will 
cling to the old rugged cross and he will sing: 
 
Beneath the cross of Jesus, 
I feign would take my stand, 
A shadow of a mighty rock, 
Within a weary land. 
 
During the Lenten season I am going to be looking at terms that are used in the Bible 
whenever the blessed cross of Jesus is discussed. And I call this series the vocabulary of 
the cross. The inspiration for this is a book I read many, many years ago, one of the best 
books I have ever ready by the New Testament scholar Leon Morris called The Apostolic 
Preaching of the Cross. That is a more scholarly treatment. He has done one more for the 
layman that is called The Atonement, I believe, but in these books what I he does is he 
focuses on the various words that are used by the New Testament writers as they are 
explaining the significance of the cross, words such as redemption. And that is the word 
that we are going to be looking at this morning. 
 
Now there are many passages that we could look at where we find this word redemption. 
I chose this text in Ephesians chapter one. Just to set the context here you will note how 
Paul begins by giving praise to God in verse three as: 
 

                                                
2 1 Corinthians 1:18.  
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“...the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.”3 
 
And from there Paul will go on to enumerate those blessings that we have in Christ.  You 
have heard the old hymn: 
 
Count your blessings, 
Name them one by one. 
 
It is a good thing for Christians to do. Think of the blessings that we have and that is what 
Paul is talking about here, the blessings that we have in Christ.  
 
Did you notice, by the way, how many times in our Scripture reading this morning we 
came across some variant of the word blessing. Just in verse three: 
 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.”4 
 
Do you get the idea Paul is giving us the impressing that God is a God of blessing who 
has blessed us.  I might comment for a moment that this is subject don’t get me started 
on. We could talk about this during fellowship time, but I was amazed on Thursday to 
hear the owner of the Colts make the statement as he announced the release of Peyton 
Manning, one of the greatest football players ever. And I have just come to realize over 
the years how blessed we have been to have Petyon here.  Her is a blessing. You are 
released. Here is a blessing. There is the door.  That is not how you treat a blessing. A 
blessing is something we rejoice in. We celebrate. And that is what Paul is doing. He is 
celebrating the blessings that we have, but notice what he says in verse three that: 
 
“...the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ.”5 
 
Our blessings are found in Christ.  Verse four.  
 
“...he chose is I him... in Love he predestined us for adoption...”6 
 
verse five.  
 
“...through Jesus Christ.”7 
 
Verse six: 
 
“...to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.”8 

                                                
3 Ephesians 1:3.  
4 Ibid.  
5 Ibid.  
6 Ephesians 1:3-4. 
7 Ephesians 1:5.  
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Our blessings are found in Christ. And then in verse seven Paul makes this statement. 
 
“In him we have redemption through his blood.”9 
 
So as Paul speaks of the blessings that God has given us in him, he uses this very 
important word, redemption, In him we have redemption. 
 
Now with this word redemption we see an example of what we often see in the Bible, 
namely, God communicating his love for us by using a term that would be readily 
understood by those who were living in biblical times.  This word redemption and its 
related word group were used outside of religious context. Basically the word redemption 
had to do with someone being released from a bad situation such as slavery or death 
through the payment of a price that was typically called a ransom. And this ransom price, 
this redemption price brought the redeemed person from slavery into freedom. The word 
that is used in the New Testament for redeem, λυω (loo’-o), came from a root meaning to 
loosen or to untie.  For example, this word is used in the gospels for Jesus on Palm 
Sunday when he sends the disciples to find a colt tied and Jesus’ instructions are, “Untie 
it, loosen it, free it.”  That may be {?} favorite verse. Find a colt, release it.  But that is 
what you were to do.  Free it and bring it here. 
 
So to redeem has this idea, loosen one from bondage or death through the payment of a 
ransom. 
 
Now this word that is used throughout the New Testament in connection with the cross 
the New Testament writers knew would have joyous connotations of the readers, the idea 
of release from slavery into freedom. Such would be readily understood in the ancient 
world. 
 
All men everywhere have desired to live in freedom, but freedom has been especially 
valued and cherished by those who have known the opposite, namely the horrors of 
slavery. And the New Testament writers were writing to people who lived in the Roman 
Empire. One fourth of the population of Rome in that era were slaves. They were not 
considered to be really people. They had not rights. They had no privileges. They were 
treated as objects rather than people. And the Jewish people realized so well the 
degradation of slavery that it was considered a sin for one Jew to all another Jew a slave.  
But for a slave the path to freedom was through redemption. 
 
Often during war in ancient time the victors would carry off people as slaves as part of 
the spoils of war. But if a slave could pay the ransom, he could buy his freedom. He 
could secure his release. Or if someone else would do so on the slave’s behalf, then his 
bondage would end.  But it was always on the condition that the ransom would be paid.   
 

                                                
8 Ephesians 1:6.  
9 Ephesian 1:7.  
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Leon Morris makes is point in his book there. He said, “Slaves left to themselves would 
remain in captivity the rest of their lives, but a freed, ransomed slave would be given a 
document that confirmed he or she was truly free.” And we have scores of such 
documents from ancient times that say something like this one. 
 
{?} a slave being set at liberty by ransom.   
 
Do you see how it works? A slave set at liberty by ransom. And so this word redemption 
and all the associated words would carry joyful connotations because people celebrate 
freedom. But freedom’s opposite, slavery was and is a terrible thing. I say, is, by the way, 
because slavery still exists in our modern era.  In Sudan, Africa’s largest country, the 
lighter skinned Muslims use slavery against the black mostly Christian people living in 
southern Sudan. Militia fighting for the government claim slaves as the spoil of war. But 
such slaves can be redeemed for a price.   
 
It is interesting in the news a few years back, students at fifth grade class in Colorado 
heard about this and they started collecting money to buy the freedom of slaves and they 
ended up raising 50,000 dollars within a year.   
 
But think of it, black people within the southern part of a country being held as slaves. 
Well, maybe we don’t wan to think about that too much in America. It takes us back to 
some of our own history here.   
 
But the question might be asked: Why would the New Testament writers when they were 
speaking of the cross, use this term redemption that was so closely associated with 
slavery? How could that be relevant?  
 
Well, here I would direct you to a conversation that Jesus has on the subject of freedom 
and slavery and it is found in John chapter eight.  Turn with me, please to John chapter 
eight beginning with verse 31. We see: 
 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my 
word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.”10 

 
You know that verse, right?  What happens next, however? Verse 33. 
 
“They answered him, ‘We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to 
anyone.’”11 
 
You might notice a rather selective view of history, these Jewish people. Apparently they 
forgot about that time in Egypt. But they said: 
 

                                                
10 John 8:31-32. 
11 John 8:33.  



Page 6 of 13 
 

“We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that 
you say, ‘You will become free’?”12 
 
And Jesus answered them, verse 34: 
 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.”13 
 
But, you understand their question. Jesus, why do you speak to us about freedom when 
we have never been enslaved? And Jesus answers, verse 34, “Everyone who practices sin 
is a slave to sin,” meaning you do need to be set free. 
 
Now I mentioned earlier that there are essentially three elements involved in redemption: 
slavery, release from slavery through the paying of a ransom  and then thirdly the 
resulting freedom that followed. And those who lived in the time when the Bible was 
written understood well this concept that redemption only came when a ransom would be 
paid.  
 
Turn with me, please, to get a better sense of this, to Exodus chapter 21.  Now to set the 
context here, Exodus 20, of course, we have God giving the 10 Commandments on 
Mount Sinai, but subsequent chapters go on to deal with specific laws about property, the 
sabbath and such things, but we find a most interesting passage in Exodus chapter 21 
beginning with verse 28 where there is actually regulations—it is here in the Bible—
about what to do when a loose ox gores someone.  I am sure you meditate on this passage 
all the time for your personal devotion, but it is here in God’s Word. Let’s read what it 
says. 
 

When an ox gores a man or a woman to death, the ox shall be stoned, and 
its flesh shall not be eaten, but the owner of the ox shall not be liable.  But 
if the ox has been accustomed to gore in the past, and its owner has been 
warned but has not kept it in, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox shall 
be stoned, and its owner also shall be put to death.14 

 
Now this is probably a situation you haven’t had to deal with a whole lot in your every 
day life, have you?  Typically around the beginning of March my wife and I will be down 
to Florida and celebrate my father’s birthday with him as we did so just recently, but I 
remember several years ago the day that we arrived they were having a neighborhood 
party and my dad and stepmother invited us along and we went and they were the only 
people knew, but, you know, I was trying to engage in conversation. And at one point my 
dad was talking with two other men and it turns out that the three of them served together 
on the neighborhood association board.  So trying to be a good conservationist I asked 
these three men, “Well, what is number one problem that you deal with on the 
neighborhood association board?” 
 

                                                
12 Ibid.  
13 John 8:34. 
14 Exodus 21:28-29. 
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And without hesitation these three men shouted in great animation, “Dogs.”  And for 
about the next half hour I heard all about the problems that you have in a neighborhood 
association with dogs. They have regulations about the size of dogs. They can’t be over 
35 pounds. They have regulations about the number of dogs.  You can’t have more than 
two. Then they have penalties about what happens if you don’t clean up after Fifi or if 
you don’t, you know, keep Fido on a leash, et cetera, et cetera.  Well, Exodus 21 is 
dealing with a far more serious situation, isn’t it? It is about when an ox gets loose and 
gores someone to death. And there are different punishments. For the ox we read in verse 
28, apparently this is a one time event, it has never happened before, but an ox gores a 
person to death, the ox shall be stoned, but, we are told, the owner is not liable. 
 
But verse 29 deals with punishment for the owner of the ox where the ox a habitual gorer, 
I guess you would say, a serial gorer.   
 
“But if the ox has been accustomed to gore in the past, and its owner has been warned but 
has not kept it in, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned, and its owner also 
shall be put to death.”15 
 
Now talk about tough leash law. There they are. The owner shall be stoned to death.  
Now imagine. You are home one day, just happens the first time or the ox doesn’t 
actually harm somebody, but your neighbor, Al or Tipper come over and say, hey, your 
ox gored someone in my family. Will you be more careful?  Well, you are not careful and 
next time the ox gores somebody resulting in death. The next knock on the door is not 
your neighbor. The knock on the door is the police.   And you are going to be put to 
death. 
 
However, there is an escape clause in verse 30. Look at verse 30. 
 
“If a ransom is imposed on him, then he shall give for the redemption of his life whatever 
is imposed on him.”16 
 
Understand what that escape clause is about in verse 30. What benefit is it to the 
survivors of the person who is gored to death? I guess the legal term here would be the 
party of the gored part, sorry, but what benefit would it be to the survivors if the ox’s 
owner is put to death?  Instead, they could demand payment of money. And what is it 
called in verse 30? It is called ransom which the owner shall give what? For the 
redemption of his life.   
 
And some of you are old enough to remember the old Jack Benny routine where a robber 
asks, “Your money or  your life.”  And he replies, “I am thinking it over.” 
 
Well, I don’t think the owner of the ox would have to think it over very long, because this 
literally was a situation of your money or your life. You could pay a ransom for the 

                                                
15 Exodus 21:29.  
16 Exodus 21:30.  
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redemption of his life. That is how redemption worked. A ransom was paid, a life would 
be redeemed.   
 
So Exodus 21 gives us an example of how the ransom principle worked, that it described, 
you will notice, a situation where someone unintentionally contributed to a wrong by 
negligence.  That is not our situation before a just and holy God. We have intentionally 
sinned against that God. So can anyone pay a ransom that will in the words of Exodus 21, 
secure the redemption of his life?  No  one can provide redemption for themselves. But 
the Word of God declares one who is God and man  came to die on the cross, that 
instrument of torture and that death, that blood sacrifice is spoken of as the ransom price 
of our redemption.   
 
Jesus said in Mark 10:45: 
 
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.”17 
 
Paul writes in 1 Timothy two: 
 
“For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all.”18 
 
In Ephesians 1:7 Paul tells us that: 
 
“In him [in Christ] we have redemption through his blood.”19 
 
And we must see our redemption that way.  It is through Christ’s blood, because his 
blood means his death.   
 
The Christian surgeon Paul Brand has written, “To people in medicine blood represents 
life. The two are inseparable. You lose one, you lose both.”  And so we find Jesus when 
he institutes the Lord’s supper speaking of the new covenant what? In my blood.  He says 
of the cup, “This is my blood shed for the remission of sin.” When Christ sheds his blood 
for us, he dies for us. But the New Testament writers tell us that his death, his blood is the 
ransom price for our sins.   
 
1 John 1:7: 
 
“...the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.”20 
 
Revelation 7:14 tells us that the saints: 
 

                                                
17 Mark 10:45.  
18 1 Timothy 2:5-6. 
19 Ephesians 1:7.  
20 1 John 1:7.  
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“...have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”21 
 
That is amazing imagery there, isn’t it?  Normally blood would stain, but Jesus’ blood, 
we are told, it purifies, It cleanses. It washes us whiter than snow.  And so Paul can say, 
Ephesians 1:7: 
 
“In him we have redemption through his blood.”22 
 
Without that payment of the redemption, the ransom price, the death of that Lord Jesus 
Christ, we are still in our sins with guilt remaining. But, praise God: 
 
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”23 
 
United to him by faith, united to Christ in his finished work. For it is in him that we have 
redemption through his blood. Redemption is found in him. It is not within ourselves.  
Without the redemption we have in him, we are still in our sins.  
 
Consider what Paul writes in Ephesians chapter two verses 12 through 14.  
 

...remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ.  For he himself is our peace.24 

 
We once were separated. We were alienated. We were far off. We have now been 
brought near by the blood of Christ.   
 
Now remember how the apostle Peter speaks of that blood.  He speaks of the precious 
blood of Christ, doesn’t he?  Remember when Peter write in 1 Peter 1:18-19? 
 
“... you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold,  but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of 
a lamb without blemish or spot.”25 
 
We have been redeemed, ransomed with the precious blood of Christ.   
 
Very interesting.  Peter there uses the word precious which meant of value or of great 
cost. It also meant to have price, to have value or honor.  
 
Now think of it. Typically things are assigned worth by others.  Have you ever seen a gas 

                                                
21 Revelation 7:14.  
22 Ephesians 1:7.  
23 Romans 8:1.  
24  Ephesians 1:12-14. 
25 1 Peter 1:18-19.  
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station change its prices? Sometimes the prices go up.  Sometimes they go down. Not 
often, but sometimes they go down. But often they go up and it is a value that has been 
assigned by someone. The price of gold is likewise. These teachings fluctuate.  We hear 
of the price of gold. We just call it a precious metal.  It will be assigned such and such a 
value on such a such a date. But as we see often others assigning worth of value to 
something.  
 
Many of you have probably seen on PBS they have a program called The Antiques Road 
Show. You see people lugging in some family heirloom so that they can have an appraiser 
tell them its worth. And often people are amazed at how much that curiosity or 
monstrosity that great grandma passed on throughout the generations is actually worth.  
Other times people are extremely dismayed to learn how worthless that supposedly 
priceless object was.   
 
Often value is assigned by others, but Christ’s blood is precious, not because of the value 
which people place upon it, but because of the value it has by virtue of whose blood it is.  
That one who is God himself. 
 
The Scottish theologian John Brown put it just beautifully.  He speaks of it this way. This 
immaculately holy, absolutely perfect, the infinitely dignified person poured out his 
precious blood to secure a perfect redemption for imperfect sinners.  We have been 
redeemed, the Word of God tells us, by something that is of great value, the precious 
blood of Jesus.  That blood was of value beyond any value which we mortals can 
possibly place upon it. It is the blood of God’s beloved Son. 
 
Paul in Colossians 1:13 and 14 will speak of God’s beloved Son in whom we have 
redemption.  Keep that in mind.  We will come back to that text later.  
 
But next I want us to consider briefly the third element of redemption and that is the 
blessing of freedom. One was redeemed from slavery through the payment of a ransom or 
price of redemption into freedom.  A slave was redeemed from slavery through the 
payment of a ransom and the result was freedom. In fact, the slave would be given a 
document to affirm that he or she was free and to be treated as such.  
 
One such document from the first century reads, quote, “Bought with the price of three 
minas of silver, the purchase for freedom.” 
 
That is how it worked, purchase for freedom. The slave, now redeemed, did not continue 
to live in bondage, but had been purchased for freedom.   
 
It reminds us of what Paul writes in Galatians 5:1 where he says: 
 
“For freedom Christ has set us free.”26 
 

                                                
26 Ephesians 5:1.  
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It sounds redundant, doesn’t it?  What else would he set us free for? But it is for freedom 
Christ has set us free. 
 
“...stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”27 
 
We have been redeemed by the blood of Christ.  And so we are free from the guilt of sin. 
We are free from the condemnation we richly deserve and we are free from the reign of 
sin in our lives which means we need to live as those who are free.   
 
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20: 
 
“You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your 
body.”28 
 
Alexander MacLaren in a sermon on that text in Corinthians reminds us that that price 
that we were bought with was the blood of Christ. And he goes on. That signified pain. It 
was pain that bought me.   
 
That is tremendous insight there.  Our redemption involved pain, pain inflicted on the 
cross upon ... how did Paul put it in Colossians 1:13-14?  His beloved Son in whom we 
have redemption. And Paul used that same language in Ephesians one, doesn’t he, when 
he speaks of God blessing us in the beloved. He refers to Christ that way, as the beloved 
Son.  
 
So our redemption involved the pain of God’s beloved Son.  
 
No parent wants to see his or her child go through pain. I have some examples I could use 
from personal experience, but many of them are simply too painful, but here is one I can 
use.  Several years ago it was Labor Day, end of the summer, the kids had the day off 
from school and we decided to do something special to celebrate that holiday. So we 
went to an establishment that is thankfully no longer in business, an establishment aptly 
called Boogie Mountain. I need to make sure here that we don’t have any legal 
representatives of Boogie Mountain, do we? All right. I can proceed without fear of any 
retribution here.  
 
I can’t tell you much about Boogie Mountain. We were only there once and we weren’t 
there for very long.  It was mainly a swimming pool and what they do... what they did 
was upon paying admission everyone was given a string that you were to put around your 
wrist or your ankle and to keep the string from coming loose they give you a little metal 
clamp that you were supposed to put on.  
 
Well, within about 15 minutes of arrival our youngest, our sin Tim, about seven at the 
time, lets out a yelp and I look over and the water around him looks like they are filming 
a scene from Jaws. There is copious blood that is emanating from my son. These metal 
                                                
27 Ibid.  
28 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.  
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things they put on kids get trashing around. Guess what? He opens a wound from this 
metal clasp.  The next thing I know we are off to the emergency room and you find a lot 
of people in an emergency room on Labor Day, by the way, a lot of people celebrating 
Labor Day and firecrackers and what not they have done.  But we have our son in there 
and the doctor looks Tim over and says, “Well, this is going to require a few stitches.” 
 
So I then had to go thought h experience of standing by his side. They don’t put you out 
for this, by the way.  But they don’t put my son out and they didn’t put me out. But I got 
to stand there while they sow up my son.  He did a pretty good job, probably better than 
his old man did, but I have to tell you. That was terrible. I mean, that was just terrible. 
And I am talking about a couple of stitches. 
 
Our redemption involved pain, the pain of God’s beloved Son.  Not the pain of stitches, 
but the pain of scourging, a crown of thorns, iron spikes through wrists and feet and the 
body of our Savior, our redeemer hanging upon the cross. Our redemption involved the 
pain of his beloved Son in whom we have redemption. 
 
Now how will we use our freedom?  The theologian J. I. Packer notes that most people 
view freedom as freedom from restrictions, freedom from rules, from obligations. And 
the non Christian is convinced that the path to greatest freedom in life is by living free 
from God’s regulations. But Packer notes, “For the Christian freedom is freedom for, for 
God and godliness, freedom to serve one’s maker. 
 
Revelation 5:9-10 tell us that the new song sung in heaven is. “With your blood you 
repurchased men for God. You have made them to be presets to serve our God.” 
 
An early Christian prayer addresses God as the one, quote, “Whom to serve is to be free.” 
 
And so redeemed of the Lord say so, the Bible tells us. We are to celebrate our 
redemption. We look to the cross and we say with the apostle, “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing.  
In him we have redemption through his blood.” 
 
Let us rejoice in our redemption and always remember that it was secured through his 
blood. That was the cost, the price of our freedom. 
 
Would you please turn with me in our bulletin to our prayer of response which is taken 
from the collection of Puritan prayers, The Valley of Vision.  Let us recite this prayer 
together.  
 
O God of grace, 
 
Thou hast imputed my sin to my substitute, 
and hast imputed his righteousness to my soul, 
clothing me with a bridegroom’s robe, 
decking me with jewels of holiness. 
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But in my Christian walk I am still in rags; 
my best prayers are stained with sin; 
my penitential tears are so much impurity; 
my confessions of wrong are so many aggravations of sin; 
my receiving the Spirit is tinctured with selfishness. 
 
I need to repent of my repentance; 
I need my tears to be washed; 
I have no robe to bring to cover my sins, 
no loom to weave my own righteousness; 
 
I am always standing clothed in filthy garments, 
and by grace am always receiving change of raiment, 
for thou dost always justify the ungodly; 
 
I am always going into the far country, 
and always returning home as a prodigal, 
always saying, Father, forgive me, 
and thou art always bringing forth 
the best robe. 
 
Every morning let me wear it, 
every evening return in it, 
go out to the day’s work in it, 
be married in it, 
be wound in death in it, 
stand before the great white throne in it, 
enter heaven in it shining as the sun. 
 
Grant me never to lose sight of 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, 
the exceeding righteousness of salvation, 
the exceeding glory of Christ, 
the exceeding beauty of holiness, 
the exceeding wonder of grace. 
 
Amen. 
 
 


