
The Lord's Model Prayer 

Matthew 6:12 

 

John MacArthur stated: "The most essential, blessed, and yet most costly thing God ever did was to provide 

man the forgiveness of sin. It is most essential because it keeps us from hell and gives us joy in this life. It 

is most blessed because it introduces us into an eternal fellowship with God. And it is most costly because 

the Son of God gave up His life so that we might live." 

 

Matthew 6:12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   

[Luke 11:4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us.] 

1 Peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for love will cover a multitude of sins. 

 

I. FORGIVE--To _______________ up and take away; to remove from; to loose and set ___________ 

 

II. DEBT  

 A. Something owed to another person, such as goods, property, or money.   

  1. In the Bible, *righteous conduct is something one “owes” to God; Cf. 1 Cor 6:19-20 

  2. Failure to ______________________ one's self in righteous conduct is sin and can 

   be described figuratively as being “in debt.” 

 B. In Hebrew culture, debt was usually connected with usury (the business of lending money on 

  interest). The Hebrew verbs describing usury picture a painful situation. One word for usury 

  means “to bite,” a vivid image for the way high interest “ate up” any kind of business   

  transaction so that borrowers never received the full value of the money. People could be  

  ruined financially by heartless exaction of interest.  

 

III. Our debt to God  

 A. God is the Maker and sustainer of all things and therefore all creatures owe ____________ 

  to him.  

  1. Dt 8:17-18 you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gained  

   me this wealth.’ 18 “And you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives 

   you power to get wealth, 

  2. 1Co 4:7 For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did 

   not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not  

   received it?  

  3. 1Ti 6:17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to  

   trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 

 B. We owe God all that He ____________________ as His children.  

  1. To the extent that we do not fulfill our *obligations, we accumulate "debts" which are 

   primarily our ____________________ on keeping all of His commands.   

  2. ______ only can forgive, in the same way, as none but a creditor can forgive a debtor. 

 C. Debts here, therefore, mean sins, or _________________ against God—offences which  

  none but God can forgive. 

 D. The parable of the unmerciful servant teaches us that the debt humans owe God is   

  ___________________ Matt. 18:21-26  

 E. But Paul told us that the Father sent His Son into the world to blot out (______________) 

  this debt: Col. 2:13-14  

IV. Believers are in debt to God as ___________________ (Christ has paid our sin debt) 

 A.  Psalm 32:5 I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, "I will  

  confess my transgressions to the LORD," And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. (NKJV)  



 B. Gal 3:13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us  

  (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), 

 C. 2Co 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for  

  your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 

 D. 1Pe 1:18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold,  

  from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious 

  blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 

 E. Rev 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its 

  seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and 

  tongue and people and nation, 

V. A sense of debt inspires ___________________ to God in the believer 

 A. Ps 116:12-14 What shall I render to the LORD For all His benefits toward me? 13I will take 

  up the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD. 14I will pay my vows to the LORD  

  now in the presence of all His people. 

 B. Lk 7:41-47  

 C. Ro 8:12-15 LU 

 D. 1Co 6:20 For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your  

  spirit, which are God’s. 

 

VI. Indebtedness to God affects the believer's ____________________ toward others  

 A. Since our debt to God is staggering, yet He has addressed it through the sacrifice of Christ 

  in our behalf, (Col 2:13-14) we have NO basis to ___________________ forgiveness toward 

  those who offend and sin against us.   When we do __________________ to forgive, we look 

  like the servant in Matt 18:21-35 

 B. (Forgive us our debts) As we forgive our debtors-In the same manner Cf. Vs 14-15 

  1. It was probably a reference to sinful or hurtful words or actions toward a person's  

   character or the person, which we have received from others.  

  2. If we cannot from the heart forgive them, we have the __________________ that 

   God will not forgive us.  

  3. The measure by which we may expect forgiveness from God is that which we use in  

   reference to ___________________. 

  4. Mark 11:25 "But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a grudge 

   against, so that your Father in heaven will forgive your sins, too.” (NLT) 

  5, This is the inflexible rule by which God dispenses ___________________.  

   a. He that comes before him unwilling to forgive, harboring dark and revengeful 

    thoughts, how can he expect that God will show him that mercy which he is  

    unwilling to show that same mercy to others? 

   b. 1Jn 3:16-19; 1 John4:7-11  

 


