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Scripture Reading:    Genesis 6:1-10 

“1 Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to 

them, 2 that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for 

themselves of all whom they chose.  3 And Jehovah said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for 

he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."  4 There were giants on the earth 

in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men & they bore 

children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.  5 Then Jehovah saw that 

the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only 

evil continually. 6 And Jehovah was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His 

heart.  7 So Jehovah said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man 

and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them."  8 But Noah found 

grace in the eyes of Jehovah. 9 This is the genealogy of Noah.  Noah was a just man, perfect in his 

generations. Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.” 

"Righteous Noah" 
With verse nine of chapter six we begin the next major section of Genesis:  Noah’s flood.  Which we will 

begin to study just as Hollywood brings forth their latest ‘Bible’ movie! It will be interesting to see how 

close they can come to the Biblical account and sadly they may be closer in many respects than much of 

the typical Sunday school material that is produced to explain the Great Flood! 

[relate the college problem of the tub boat] 

My goal will be to bring messages that prepare all of us, including our children, to properly evaluate any 

such material whether it comes from within or without the Church, by knowing well the truth that God 

has revealed. 

 Our standard is God’s Word! 

As we discussed back in Genesis chapter three, the Bible is God’s revelation in which He reveals Himself, 

and tells us about His grand story of creation and salvation! God was the creator and designer of events 

that no man nor any amount of science can ever observe! 

 God brings us His eye-witness account, if you will, and we should take what He reveals very seriously! 

What we have seen in Genesis since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden is a series of contrasts: 

God’s promise that the seed of the woman would crush the head of the seed of the serpent sets up the 

enmity behind all of these contrasts.  We have the major division of the godly line and the ungodly line…   

 The sheep and the goats, the righteous and the unrighteous. 

We saw in Cain sin and much sin. 

 We saw in Seth grace and much grace. 

We saw in Lamech boasting and strive with other men.  

 And we saw with Enoch faithful preaching and walking with God. 

In our last few messages we have seen the sinfulness of man contrasted with the faithfulness of God as He 

preserves the Godly line! 

 The sinfulness of man will now bring forth God’s wrath where He destroys all things living save 

those on Noah’s Ark! 
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Lord willing next week we will consider the structure of how the Great Flood is presented here in 

Genesis,  but this morning we will consider the person of Noah… 

 In the midst of such great sin in the world at verse eight we are told that Noah found grace in the 

eyes of Jehovah! 

Now if you remember WAY back three weeks ago, I made the point that understanding God’s wrath at 

this period of history gave us a greater understanding of the work of Christ, where Jesus came to save 

His people from their sin… 

 Because to do so He had to propitiate, or satisfy the Father’s wrath! 

BUT we must remember that the work of Jesus did not only satisfy the wrath of God against sin, it also 

established our righteousness:   

 Our right standing before God. 

We do not stand before God as a blank slate after we are saved, rather we stand before God in the 

righteousness of Jesus! Verse eight says that Noah found grace in the eyes of Jehovah… Verse nine says 

that, “Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.” 

At the beginning of chapter seven we will read, “Then Jehovah said to Noah, "Come into the ark, you 

and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation.” 

 [the word for righteous is used 206 times in the Old Testament!] 

Now obviously Noah is part of the Godly line where Enoch walked with God and Seth and Enosh called 

on the name of Jehovah. Now this leaves us with an important question to ask:  Are these men seen as 

righteous in the eyes of Jehovah because while most of the men and world of that time fell into great sin, 

these few made the right choices? 

Did God look down through history and see that they would make such choices and therefore have them 

be the godly line that would lead to Jesus? OR, as the Apostle John clearly teaches us, did God love them 

first? In other words, should we see the ‘works’ of these men any differently than we see ‘works’ today? 

 Or more importantly, should we see their righteous standing differently than we would today? 

What if I brought one of you forward this morning and said that here is a person who has found grace in 

the eyes of Jesus, a person who is perfect and just, a person who if fully righteous before our Holy God… 

 Would any of you think I was speaking about what a good life they had led or the things they had 

done to please God? 

Now I hope you all realize that we do make such declarations each and every Lord’s Day here in 

worship… 

Consider what Steve read just this morning after we confessed our sins and put our trust in Jesus… 

“Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for your sins and to be raised for your justification; 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  This I declare in the name and authority of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit. If you have confessed your sins with faith in the completed work of Christ 

on your behalf, you are forgiven; you have been cleansed and clothed in the righteousness of Jesus.  And 

not only that, you are now in Christ and in Him you are in the heavenly places, in the very midst of the 

blessed Trinity with the Saints of all the ages, from every  tongue, tribe and nation prepared to worship 

in the beauty of holiness.” 

Now think about what that means: 
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It means that I could bring anyone of you forward and declare that you had, found grace in the eyes of 

Jesus, that you stand as a person who is perfect and just, a person who if fully righteous before our Holy 

God…”  Now I admit that it might be a bit embarrassing if we brought each of you up here one by one 

and made such proclamations, but it is very important that we see that this is just what we are doing 

week after week! 

Our hope and prayer is that each one of you remembers just how joyous AND serious a time it is each 

week when we tell you to rise and hear the GOOD NEWS! 

 Ah, but we are under the New Covenant and so many would ask how can this apply to Noah? 

For those who think the Old Testament is about legalistic law keeping and the New Testament is about 

Grace, they have to say that it does not… 

But here is the difficulty:  Then what does it mean for Noah to find grace and be declared perfect and 

righteous? 

 Does anyone think Noah was a righteous man who lived a perfect life in his own strength? 

Did God have a different standard back then where folks were graded on the curve and Noah just did 

better than all those around him? 

I hope you can see how silly that sounds, but things like that have to be considered if you have a different 

salvation in the Old Testament. 

 The truth is that God did not have a different plan of salvation in the Old Testament, which is why 

Jesus said that ALL of the Scriptures speak of Him! 

The writer of Hebrews tells us that Noah had saving faith just as we do. 

And why did Noah have saving faith? 

Because God had ordained from eternity past that Noah and his family would carry on the line of Jesus 

so He could come as the Savior of the world. 

Thus Noah responded to God’s call on His life, just as all of us respond to the Gospel call, and Noah 

exercised saving faith in the work of Jesus! 

 Did he know when Jesus would come or all the details of His work? 

No he did not, because as was the case with all the Old Testament Saints he saw as through a glass darkly 

[true even of the great prophets and or the angels]. 

Noah knew about the promise made in the Garden [remember he could have talked with Adam’s grandson 

Enosh]. 

Noah knew of the faithfulness of Abel in his sacrifices and how Enosh called on the name of Jehovah and 

that Enoch walked with God. [Enoch’s son Methuselah was alive with Noah until the year the flood took 

place!] 

 And obviously Noah would have been very aware of the grievous sin that surrounded him in that 

day. 

Noah knew the great need for a Savior and he responded to God’s call upon His life in faith, which as 

Paul teaches us was a gracious gift from God! 

When we understand this, we can know how Noah could be considered a perfect man who was righteous 

before His holy God… 

 He stood in the righteousness of Jesus, just as we do! 
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I could demonstrate this at several places in the New Testament, but let me turn to the Book of Romans… 

In chapter one, the Apostle Paul proclaims: Romans 1:16  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 

for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 

17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written,  "The just shall live by 

faith." [quoting Habakkuk] 

 IF Noah was just then it means that he lived by faith! 

Paul goes on to show how men suppress the truth of the Gospel in unrighteousness, just as the people in 

the time of Noah were doing and that all are guilty before God:  Including EVERY member of the Godly 

line that would lead to the virgin birth of Jesus! 

Then in chapter three we read: 

Romans 3:19   “Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that 

every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds 

of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.  

[this included Noah or any of the others in the godly line] 

21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the 

Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. 

For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  

24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set 

forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 

forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the 

present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 

Now I want to consider for a moment just what Paul means by God passing over previously committed 

sins. Does this mean they did not count or that God just looked the other way? 

 Of course not! 

It means that the judgment of those sins was passed over, or delayed, until the one who would propitiate 

the Father’s wrath had come:  Jesus!  Because Jesus came and saved His people from their sins, God 

could look back on the life of Noah, warts and all, and declare that he was perfect and righteous because 

He looked at him in the righteousness of Jesus! 

 God could be just because the sins of Noah were paid for by Jesus on the cross…  

 AND thus God could justify Noah and call him righteous because he now had the righteousness of 

Jesus. 

That is the Gospel!  It is the Good News today and it was Good News in the days of Noah! 

We are saved by putting our trust in Jesus by faith and so was Noah! 

Now while we clearly find the same Good News in both Testaments, we certainly must also see that the 

New Testament comes with a New Covenant with better promises as the writer of the Hebrews tells us…  

Not a better salvation, but a much fuller manifestation of the one salvation in Jesus! 

 As I mentioned, the Old Testament Saints looked forward to Jesus as through a glass darkly. 

When the Apostle Paul stands before the Gentiles in Greece, or the Jews in Jerusalem he proclaims that 

they are NOW without excuse: 

In Acts 17 for example, standing on Mars Hill in Athens, Paul declares, “Men of Athens, I perceive that 

in all things you are very religious; 23 for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your 

worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.  
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Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you:  

24 God, who made the world and everything in it, [yes creation was an important doctrine ever back then!] 

since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25 Nor is He worshiped 

with men's hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. 26 And 

He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined 

their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in 

the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in 

Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His 

offspring.' 29 Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature 

is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man's devising. 30 Truly, these times of 

ignorance God overlooked, [the passing over that Paul mentioned in Romans 3]…Truly, these times of 

ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has 

appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained.  

He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead." 32 And when they heard of the 

resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others said, "We will hear you again on this matter." 

 And so these discussions continue down to our very day, but Jesus is no longer seen through a 

glass darkly! 

He was crucified, dead and buried and rose on the third day appearing to hundreds of witnesses! 

Paul says this is the assurance that men now have that there is an appointed day for judgment, just as 

there was an appointed time in the days of Noah for all to perish because of man’s sin. 

In those days, only Noah listened! 

 Noah exemplifies the pattern of the Old Testament where we see failure and remnants.   

The world lost in just ten generations after Adam with only Noah finding favor and in another ten 

generations we find only Abraham.  His family is found in slavery a few hundred years later when Moses 

is called and again even after the victories of Joshua, Israel soon falls into the time of the Judges where 

every man did what was right in their own eyes. 

God continues to be faithful to His people but even the glories of Kings David and Solomon only end in 

exile and as the New Testament opens we are given a list of names in the line of Jesus that we know 

nothing about until we come to Joseph and Mary. 

 The Angel Gabriel proclaims that Jesus has come to save His people from their sins and the 

heavenly hosts say “peace on earth and good will toward men!” 

 The New Covenant pattern is not failure and remnant… 

 It is victory and growth! 

Jesus is raised in power, seated at God’s Right Hand and the Holy Spirit is sent to fill the earth with the 

Kingdom of Jesus! 

We have a Great Commission to carry out and the power has been granted to us to do so in Christ’s 

name!  Jesus is the New Adam and just as in the old Adam all died, so in the New Adam all will be made 

alive! 

There are a lot of pretty confusing things in the Book of Daniel, but there is one chapter that could not be 

more clear when it speaks about the power and scope of the victory that is being wrought in Jesus 

through His Church. 
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We are all familiar I trust with the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar where he sees the great kingdoms of 

the ancient world:  Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome as a mighty statue with Jesus coming as the stone 

cut without hands that crushes the statue. 

I want to share that portion of the dream & how Daniel interprets it, remembering it is as grand picture 

of the New Covenant… 

2:34  “You [King] watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of 

iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold 

were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them 

away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain 

and filled the whole earth.  

36 "This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. 

44 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be 

destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all 

these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the 

mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the 

gold--the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this.  

The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure." 

 God promised that the seed of the woman would crush the Serpent’s head. 

God protected the godly line that would bring forth the Savior Jesus. 

 In the coming weeks we will see Him protect that line in the Ark during the great flood! 

Later in this Book of Beginnings we will see God establish His covenant with Abraham.  Later God 

delivers His people from bondage with Moses and establishes an empire under King David. 

 And as we see in Daniel’s interpretation of the King’s dream, that line is protected down through 

history including the times they were under the discipline and protection of some most evil 

empires of history. 

 But now the Kingdom of Jesus is going forth to fill the earth! 

Noah was a righteous man who saw his salvation as through a glass darkly and yet we will see him work 

for the future despite all the sin & promised destruction. 

We will respond this morning with the singing of St. Patrick’s Breastplate as we remember the Saints 

who have gone before in much darker times with the confidence that the Holy Spirit would take history 

where He wanted it to go. 

 May the faith of Noah and those early Saints encourage us to do no less today! 

 

 

Communion Meditation:   Genesis 8:1 

 

 “And God remembered Noah…” 

Hebrews 11:  “7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, 

prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of 

the righteousness which is according to faith.” 


