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Introduction by Dr. Ron Baity: 

Many years ago, a man came under the influence of Patrick Henry and he left that 
meeting and he went back to his church. He actually, literally, pastored two churches in 
the northern part of Virginia. One was an English speaking Episcopalian church; the 
second church he pastored was a German speaking Lutheran church. And he went back to 
his pulpit on Sunday morning and he opened his Bible into the book of Ecclesiastes and 
he read passages of Scripture such as, “There is a time to be born and there is a time to 
die.” Then he said, “There is a time to pray and then there is a time to fight.” At that 
point, he said, “The time to pray has now ceased and it’s time to fight.” His name was 
Peter Muhlenberg. There is a statue in Statuary Hall in our United States Capitol building 
memorializing him. Those preachers of that era preached in their long clerical robes and 
when he said, “It is now time to fight,” he pulled off his clerical robe and underneath his 
clerical robe there was a bright blue Revolutionary uniform. He reached behind his pulpit 
and picked up his musket, walked out of the pulpit and as he walked down the center 
aisle of his church that Sunday morning, he said, “We have been handed these freedoms. 
If we do not fight for them, we will lose them.” 

Now, the reason he made that statement was because Boston had just been canon-balled, 
Charleston, South Carolina had just been set afire, the British were coming. King George 
had said, “We will bring those 13 colonies into submission to the crown.” Peter 
Muhlenberg, a man of God, a pastor, said, “It is time to fight.” He walked outside of his 
church and on that morning 300 men followed him and they went off and joined General 
George Washington and they fought some of the notable battles of that era including the 
battle at Yorktown. 

Peter had a brother named Frederick Muhlenberg who pastored in New York and he 
ostracized his brother Peter and said, “You should stay out of politics. God didn’t call 
you to get into politics, God called you to preach the gospel,” and he severely criticized 
his brother pastor until the British came to New York. They ran him out of his church, 
they confiscated his property and then his brother wrote to Peter and said, “Peter, I was 
wrong. You were right.” And his brother, Frederick, ran for Congress and became one of 
the first Speakers of the House, one of the two signers of the Bill of Rights because they 
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recognized that they were living in a time of peril and someone with fortitude must come 
to the front and to defend the freedoms of this nation. Thus, we have Mark Harris today. 
He will share with you, I’m sure, about his years of pastoring, that he and his dear wife 
prayed and they came to the consideration: it’s time to stand to save and help salvage our 
country. And God knows, we need people who love the Lord in these places of 
responsibility. I appreciate Brother Mark Harris. I have known him for many years. He’s 
just like a brother to me and I appreciate his burden for his country and I appreciate his 
willingness to come front and center and stand up and be counted and try to change the 
course of this nation. Therefore, let’s welcome Brother Mark Harris.

Thank you so much, Brother Ron. I’ll tell you, it is a real pleasure for me and a humbling 
experience, to be able to be here this morning and to share in this great church. I have 
grown up in Winston-Salem and pastoring my first church out of Center Grove Baptist 
Church in Clemens. I have known of Dr. Ron Baity for a long time and I have known the 
heart and the passion and the vision that this man has had to stand. So, for him to invite 
me to come today, I just want to thank you, my brother, because he has been that man of 
courage, he’s been that man of character, he’s been that man of consistency for a long 
time in this community and I praise God for him and I hope you never take for granted 
the blessing that you have of having a man of that courage to serve and to lead you as a 
congregation. Having been a pastor in ministry now for 27 years and 25 of that as a 
Senior Pastor, I recognize that not all pastors get it. Not all of them seem to understand 
where we are and understand the moment that we’re living in and I’m grateful when we 
do find one such as Dr. Ron Baity. So, thank you again for the pleasure of being here.

It is an exciting time to be alive. Today, I didn’t come to share with you a political 
speech, I came today to share with you God’s word which is what I do. But yet I 
recognize that as we look into God’s word that there we will find answers. You know, 
Ronald Reagan himself said that all the answers to the problems of human civilization are 
found in the Bible, it’s just whether or not we’re willing to look there in order to find 
them. I believe that God gives us an incredible word. He’s burdened my heart throughout 
the last year with a passage in the book of Jeremiah, the eighth chapter, and that’s where 
I’m going to ask you to turn this morning and we can talk about. After the service today, 
if you want to meet me in the lobby, we’ll talk about a campaign and we’ll talk about 
what’s happening in this US Senate race and I’m more than happy to speak with you 
about it and share some material with you, but this morning in our time here together, I 
believe that there is something even more critical that we need to understand and that we 
need to hear and that is a word from God.

You see, some years ago, Dr. O. S. Hawkins made one of the most fascinating 
observations, I think, as I’ve thought about it and I want to share it with you today. He 
pointed out that we in our generation have made the most subtle shift but yet it has been 
perhaps the most impactful change that we could ever imagine and most of us have never 
even thought about it. He pointed out that we have become the generation today that no 
longer is willing to ask the deeper, more difficult questions of “why,” but our generation 
today, simply lives by the questions of “what.” In other words, we see a problem, we see 
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an issue, and all we can do in our generation is say, “Hmm, what are we going to do 
about it?” Nobody is willing to dig down and understand the root of a problem or the root 
of an issue because that would mean that we would have to be asking the “why” 
questions, the harder questions.

I’ll give you an example: teenage pregnancy. It’s been a problem in our culture and in 
previous generations someone might have been willing to say, “Well, why is that a 
problem? Let’s get to the root of it and understand why this is happening.” But our 
generation, we don’t want to go there. We would rather sit around our boardrooms, we 
would rather scratch our heads and scratch our chins and fold our arms and say, “Hmm, 
we’ve got a problem of teenage pregnancy. What are we going to do about it? Ah-ha, I’ve 
got it! We’ll just distribute condoms in all of the high schools across America and that 
ought to solve the problem.” But it never has. It never does. And it never will.

We don’t want to ask the “why” questions today because if you start asking the “why” 
questions somebody is going to have to take responsibility. You start looking at an issue 
and asking “why,” somebody is going to have to be held accountable, somebody is going 
to have to own that thing. And if there’s ever two cuss words we’ve created in our 
generation I’m convinced it’s “responsibility” and “accountability” because we don’t 
want to think about that. When you study the great book of Jeremiah, you find a man of 
God that is so burdened and so broken-hearted that he became known as the “weeping 
prophet.” But when you study the book of Jeremiah, you realize that this man who 
became known as the “weeping prophet” was not satisfied with just living in the simple 
surface level questions of “what are we going to do.” Jeremiah was a man of God that 
wasn’t afraid to ask “why,” the harder questions of life. 

By the time you get to the eighth chapter, you find the questions, four key “why” 
questions that Jeremiah raises that I’m convinced are questions that demand an answer 
from all Americans in 2014. You see, Jeremiah lived in a day much like ours. You say, 
“Well, why would you say that, Mark?” I say that because you need to understand that in 
the days that Jeremiah lived, he lived in a nation where God has blessed the people 
beyond anything they could have imagined. He had prospered them beyond anything they 
could have ever thought and yet they were a nation who had turned their back on God. 
And upon recognizing that they had turned their back on God, God spoke through this 
man of God into the hearts and minds of the people of God. Jeremiah raises the four 
“why” questions that demand an answer.

I want you to turn in your Bibles to Jeremiah 8. You should be there by now and I’m 
going to ask you to stand in honor of the reading of the word of God. We’re going to read 
one verse to get started in verse 4, of chapter 8, and then I’m going to ask you to keep 
your Bibles open or your copy of the Scripture and follow along with me as we walk 
through this chapter and I just want to highlight for you what those four key questions are 
that absolutely demand an answer in 2014, in our state, and in our nation.

Look at verse 4, he said, “Moreover thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD,” 
now, look at this, “Shall they fall, and not arise? shall he turn away, and not return?” 
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Look right here just a second: even those two questions ought to get our attention. Think 
about it: he’s asking, “Is it possible that a nation or a people can so decline and be on a 
downward spiral until they get lower and lower and lower, until they reach a point that 
they can no longer arise or get back up again even if they wanted to?” His follow-up 
question is just as powerful: “Is it possible for a people, a nation, to walk so far into 
darkness that they cross a line that is like a tipping point that they can’t turn back even if 
they wanted to?” Those are serious questions. Deep questions. Then look what he says in 
verse 5 where you find the first “why” question, “Why then is this people of Jerusalem 
slidden back by a perpetual backsliding?”

Pray with me.

Father in heaven, I ask you to speak to our hearts in these next few moments. I pray, 
God, that you would just help us to hear your voice today. We didn’t come here to hear 
the voice of man, we’ve met in this place to hear the voice of God and we cannot do that 
unless you move and unless you speak and, Father, unless we are willing to hear. I just 
ask you to so engulf this place with your presence that when we leave here in a little bit, 
that we’ll say beyond doubt that we have been in the presence of Jehovah God. Father, I 
just ask you to move mightily here, envelop this place with your presence and your 
power. I pray personally that you let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be pleasing in your sight. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

That first question, if you’re a note-taker today, I want you to jot this down in your notes: 
first question is the question for the American public; it’s the question that should be 
asked of every American in 2014; it’s the question that you and I ought to be asking as 
we go to work tomorrow; it’s the question that you and I ought to be asking as you go to 
the gym tomorrow; it’s the question you and I ought to be asking every American as you 
go to school tomorrow. We ought to be beginning the conversation with this very 
question of verse 5: “Why then is this people in a perpetual backslidden condition?” You 
see, that’s the question that he raises in verse 5, “Why then is this people of Jerusalem 
slidden back by perpetual backsliding?” In other words God, speaking through Jeremiah, 
asked this question to the people and then God himself answers it. Did you notice at the 
end of verse 5? Two things, he said, are the answer to this question: “They hold fast 
deceit,” and number 2, “they refuse to return.”

The question for the American public today. I don’t know if you’ve noticed it: over the 
last probably 5-6 months, I’ve had the opportunity to travel to more than 76 counties in 
the state of North Carolina and it’s fascinating as I meet people and listen to people 
because I hear certain things in their voice and I hear and see certain things in their eyes 
and it’s fascinating to me because I find so much of it relating to what Jeremiah describes 
here. You say, “How so, Mark?” Well, make sure you get the picture of what’s going on 
in the nation of Israel here: as miserable as they had become, as unhappy as they were, as 
dissatisfied as they were, as unfulfilled as they felt and as frustrated as they seemed, they 
still weren’t yet desperate enough to open their eyes and be awakened to what was going 
on around them. You see, I fear that that’s where I find so many of us today in our 
society and culture. I don’t know about you, but I’m finding as I travel and as I listen to 
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people and you may find it the same in your community and in the circles where you run, 
I don’t know if you’ve noticed but people do seem to be unhappy today. I meet people 
every day that seem to be very dissatisfied with life. I meet people today that seem to be 
feeling very unfulfilled in their lives and in their nation. I find people every day that seem 
like they are frustrated and that frustration is growing deeper and deeper every day in our 
culture.

But the question we’ve got to continue to wonder is: have we become miserable enough 
to open our eyes and recognize what’s going on around us? You see, when you look at 
what Jeremiah says in verse 6-7, if you follow what he says, he’s looking for any sign 
that things are changing. He’s looking for any sign that things are improving. He said in 
verse 6, “I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented him of his 
wickedness, saying, What have I done?” By the way, that’s accountability and 
responsibility right there. Jeremiah said, “I’m not finding anybody that’s willing to own 
it. I’m not finding anybody that’s willing to say, What have we done?” He said, “Every 
one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle.” Then look at verse 7, he 
says, “Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the 
crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the 
judgment of the LORD.”

You know, I meet a lot of people along the lines that are – we’re the most biblically 
illiterate generation in the history of our country. We really are and I meet people that 
read that and they go, “Well, that’s good. We aren’t experienced in the judgment of the 
Lord.” No, that’s not what that says. What that is saying is that the stork knows the time 
and the seasons. He’s saying all of nature, the turtle knows the times and the season. The 
swallow, they know the times and the seasons but Jeremiah says, “But my people, the 
people of God, do not even recognize the judgment of the Lord.” Do you get what that’s 
saying? Ladies and Gentleman, the Spirit of God had fled. He was gone. And the people 
didn’t even notice. You say, “Mark, do you really believe that’s possible?” Let me tell 
you, first of all, it really doesn’t matter what I believe, it doesn’t matter what you believe 
because if it’s written in the inerrant, infallible word of God, that settles it. I saw a 
bumper sticker years ago that said “God said it. I believe it. That settles it.” I told 
somebody, “That’s the stupidest bumper sticker I’ve ever seen.” If God says it, that 
settles it whether you or I believe it or not and we need to understand that.

You say, “But how? How could it happen that the Spirit was gone and people didn’t even 
notice?” I’ll tell you how: because the people had just enough religion and they had just 
enough religious activity going on in their lives that they thought everything would just 
work out okay. You see, they were still having committee meetings down at the church, 
they still had Sunday School fellowships, they still played softball in the spring, they still 
had basketball games in the winter, they still had their Bible study meetings, they still had 
their class circles, they still had their groups. They had all of the activities and the forms 
of religion but please hear me: the power and the Spirit of God was gone and they didn’t 
even notice.
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Nobody was getting saved. No minds were really being transformed. No hearts were 
really being changed. No marriages that were broken were being put back together again. 
No families that were busted apart were having the pieces put together again. Because the 
power of God was gone but they were so busy in their religion that they didn’t even 
notice. You see, we’ve got to be asking the question to everybody we meet: so why are 
we in this perpetual decline in this country? Why is it we’re in a perpetual backslidden 
condition? Could it be that we’re not yet miserable enough?

I’ll never forget years ago as a young pastor, I came to Center Grove Baptist Church in 
Clemens, North Carolina, stepped into the pulpit as a Senior Pastor for the first time in 
February of 1989 at the ripe old age of 22. Within a couple of years, I attended a 
convention meeting down in Houston, Texas. I remember hearing Dr. Ed Young who was 
pastor of the Second Baptist Church of Houston giving his Presidential Address. In his 
Presidential Address, he made the most fascinating statement, Brother Ron, he said, “You 
know, we talk so much about a spiritual awakening coming to America, we talk so much 
about the spiritual revival we’re all longing for in America,” he said, “but I want to make 
one thing clear to all of you this morning.” He was speaking to 15,000 Baptists that day. 
He said, “I want to make it clear: if we’re ever going to see the spiritual awakening and 
the spiritual revival we say we want to see in this nation, the key to that will not be our 
prayer meetings.” When he said that, you could have heard a collective gasp all over. 
Listen, as a 22 year old, I was expecting somebody to stand up and say, “Stone the 
heretic!” I mean, the nerve of saying that our prayer meetings wouldn’t be what would 
bring a spiritual awakening and revival to this nation. But then he finished his thought. 
He said, “If we’re going to ever see the spiritual awakening and the spiritual revival we 
claim we want to see in this nation, it will not be done in our prayer meetings but the key 
word will be our desperation. Because,” he said, “it’s not until a person or a nation 
becomes desperate enough, that we’re broken enough to begin to pray the way God 
intends for us to pray.” That was a word.

We thought we were desperate enough, didn’t we? After September 11, 2001? All of you 
remember where you were. I remember, I was preaching a tent revival in Lincolnton, 
North Carolina that week. We had had services Sunday night, we had had them Monday 
night. I remember I was watching the news Tuesday morning and like many of you as I 
was watching the news, they were reporting that particular morning on Good Morning 
America about this small plane or something had flown into one of the towers. They 
weren’t sure if it was an accident; they weren’t sure what had happened but they just 
knew something was going on in the towers. Plumes of smoke were coming up and I’ll 
never forget as I was watching that and they were reporting on that, that suddenly right 
before my eyes, we all, the nation watched as the second plane just banked. You know 
what I’m talking about. You’re remembering it even as I’m describing it. That second 
plane just banked and flew straight into that second tower with that huge explosion and if 
you’re like me, you just closed your eyes and you thought, “I know I didn’t just see that. 
What just happened?”

I remember by the time I got back to this church where I pastored on Friday of that week, 
church bells were ringing all over the city at noon. At noontime for weeks following, our 
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churches would ring their bells, people would leave their work place at lunch time and 
come to the church and folks were praying on our altars for our nation. People were 
praying for our leaders. I remember our church attendance skyrocketed all over the 
nation. Our churches were packed right after 9/11. Nobody, nobody wanted to miss being 
in the house of God and it seemed like maybe something was happening. Maybe we were 
desperate enough. But that lasted about six months and then we were back to business as 
usual. A lot of folks said in 2008-9 during the downturn of the economy, they said, “This 
is it. This is when we’re going to be desperate enough.” I mean, you’re about to lose your 
retirement. Banks are teetering on failing and we’re being told if all the banks collapse, 
no way does the FDIC have the money to cover everything so we’re all thinking if the 
banks collapse, it’s all over. Maybe that’s what it’s going to take. You know, people were 
losing their homes to foreclosure, many things happening. 

I was an officer in our Baptist state convention at that time and I’ve seen the statistics. 
There was an uptick in church attendance in late 2008 and early 2009. But that didn’t last 
six months, that lasted about six weeks and then we were back to business as usual. What 
I’m saying to you this morning and I don’t want you to miss is the question for the 
American public is clear: why are we in this perpetual decline? And could it be that you 
and I are not yet desperate enough?

If the first question is for the American public, I want you to drop down and look at verse 
14 because there you’re going to find the question for the American pew. You say, “The 
American pew? What do you mean?” Well, American pew, we’re talking about the 
church. I’m talking about you. I’m talking about me. Because all over the landscape of 
America this morning people are filling pews. What does he have to say to you and to me 
down in verse 14? There’s the second “why” question and here’s what he says, “Why do 
we sit still?” You see, that’s the question for the American pew, isn’t it? Why are you 
sitting still? You say, “Well Mark, what should we be doing?” Well, look at what he tells 
us in verse 14, he says, “Assemble yourselves, and let us enter into the defenced cities.” 
Now notice this interesting twist, he says, “and let us be silent there.” Hmm, that’s 
interesting. “For the LORD our God,” he mentions it again, “hath put us to silence, and 
given us water of gall to drink, because we have sinned against the LORD.”

The question for the American pew: why do we sit still? “Well Mark, what should we be 
doing?” He tells us: we should be assembling ourselves. We should be as he told us back 
in verse 7, we should be acknowledging that the judgment of God is here. And he says to 
them, “come in silence before the Lord.” By the way, that’s an important note to make. 
I’ve been serving as a Senior Pastor as I mentioned earlier, for 25 years and in that 25 
years, I’ve made this statement I’m about to tell you dozens of times, probably more than 
I can count. Ron’s probably made it and many of you have even made it and I know 
many of you have heard it and here it is: if God doesn’t judge America, he’s going to 
have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah. You remember saying that? 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, I’ve come here today to report something to you very 
important: we can’t say that anymore because that page has turned. Ladies and 
Gentlemen, judgment is not coming to America, judgment is here. It is here. And the 
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sooner we wake up and recognize the realities of what is going on around us, the more 
impact we will make. And when judgment has come, God gives a very specific 
description and that is to come in silence. You say, “Why silence? He mentions in silence 
twice.” I’ll tell you why: because when his judgment has come, it is not a time for you 
and I to offer an excuse for why we are the way we are and why we’ve sinned. It’s not a 
time for us to rationalize and offer rationalizations of why we’re in the situation we’re in. 
It’s not a time for us to even offer explanations for why. You say, “But Mark, to come in 
silence?” Yes, I mean come in silence. Listen, over 25 years of pastoring I’ve heard over 
and over again as I’m sure your pastor has as well. How many times people will sit down 
across the table from us and they’ll say, “Well, you know, Brother Mark, if my mom was 
not the way she was and treated us the way she did, I wouldn’t be acting out and living 
the way I am today.” Or they’ll say to me, “Well Mark, if my daddy hadn’t walked out on 
us when I was just a kid, I wouldn’t be in this situation that I’m in today.” Or, how many 
times have I heard, “Well, Brother Mark, if my cousin or my aunt or my uncle had not 
sexually abused me, I wouldn’t be in the situation I’m in today.” Ladies and Gentlemen, I 
get it. Those are very serious issues and they deserve very serious consideration and will 
require very serious counseling but please hear me: not right here where the judgment of 
God is being described because when judgment has come, it is not a time for our excuses, 
it is not a time for our rationalizations, it is not a time for us to create an explanation to 
God. It is a time for you and for me to come in silence, in brokenness. Come before the 
Lord on this altar and simply wait upon him. It’s not a time for explanations. It’s not a 
time to blame somebody else. It’s a time to just come.

Let me ask you something: in just a moment when I give an invitation, I wonder how 
many of us in this room are willing to just leave our seats and come and get on an old 
fashioned altar before Almighty God, simply acknowledging to him that his judgment has 
come and it is your sin and it is my sin that is the cause? Man, I know that’s hard. That’s 
downright nearly impossible for some of you but can I tell you something? There is no 
Plan B. There is no other option given when judgment has come but to simply come 
before him, acknowledging his judgment is here and admit that it is our sin. I find plenty 
of people that will say, “You know, Brother Mark, I’ve thought about it and you’re right. 
Judgment has come and I know why. Because we have this group over here, this group of 
pagans trying to push this agenda and this group over here that’s trying to do this and this 
group over here trying to…” No. No. No. No. Your sin and my sin is to blame for the 
judgment that has come.

Are we willing to acknowledge that? You see, that’s the second question: it’s for the 
American pew. The third question real quickly is found right down there in verse 19 and 
that’s the question for the American policymaker or politician, if you will. I’m so grateful 
for our leaders I saw stand up a little while ago but I want you to notice verse 19, 
particularly if you’re a leader or aspiring to be one. It’s interesting when you get into 
verse 19 because he says, “Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people 
because of them that dwell in a far country,” now look what they’re asking, “Is not the 
LORD in Zion? is not her king in her?” That’s interesting. Stop right there a minute: 
these are people that have been in the nation of Israel. They’re now in a far country and 
they’re looking back. They’re from the outside looking in but they’re noticing something 
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has dramatically changed. The nation of God’s people is not what it used to be. The 
blessings and the power is not what it used to be and so they start asking: what’s gone 
wrong? What’s changed? “Is not the Lord over Zion? Is her king no longer in her?” 
That’s what the people from the outside looking in are asking about the nation.

Then the “why” question, “Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven 
images, and with strange vanities?” You say, “Mark, why do you call that the question 
for the American policymaker, the American politician?” Because if you understand the 
context of that question in verse 19, here’s what’s going on: the people of Jerusalem are 
being held captive and hostage by the lying words of their leaders. They’re believing the 
liars. They’re believing the lies. And they’re believing them and you say, “Well, what do 
you mean? What kind of lies are they telling them?” They’re telling them, “Look, chill 
out. Don’t worry about our activities we’ve got going on here and here’s why: because 
we own the great temple of Jehovah. Because we possess the great throne of David and 
since we have those things, listen, we are immune, we are secure from the judgment hand 
of God.” That was a lie. That was a bad lie. And the people were buying it and the people 
were going along with it.

Ladies and Gentlemen, you won’t find anybody that is more grateful for our Founding 
Fathers and our Founding documents than I am because when you think about our 
Founding Fathers of this nation and you think about our Founding documents, you cannot 
deny that they recognized and acknowledge that without the hand of God upon this 
nation, this nation was destined to fail. You cannot deny that they recognized that our 
rights would not come from government but our rights would come from a Creator God 
who provided them to us in our lives. They acknowledged that apart from him, we could 
do nothing. And I’m grateful for that. Go ahead and give the Lord a praise offering 
because I know you’re grateful for that as well.

But I want you to listen to me: if you ever begin to believe that because this nation was 
founded on godly principles and because this nation was founded with godly men and 
women that acknowledged and depended upon him, if you ever start to believe that just 
because of that founding that somehow we never have to worry about the judgment hand 
of God, that this nation will always survive, this nation will always prosper, this nation 
will always be here because of its godly founding, if you ever begin to believe that, you 
will have believed the lie. You see, what we desperately need in 2014 are leaders, men 
and women who will stand on their own two feet and to stand before the people of this 
nation and declare once again that apart from God we can do nothing. And apart from his 
hand, we will never prosper and we will never be the nation that he desires for us to be. 
But the only way you will have those kind of leaders is when you and I in this system of 
government, demand it at the ballot box. We need to require of our leaders in 2014: what 
do you really believe about the sanctity of human life in that unborn child? What do you 
really believe about the principle of biblical marriage between a man and a woman? What 
do you believe about the biblical principle of debt and this 17 trillion dollar debt we’re 
putting on the backs of our children and grandchildren? What do you believe about the 
principles of religious liberty that are found throughout the word of God? Because, ladies 
and gentlemen, if they don’t answer those not just with a voting record that can be 
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politically calculated and manipulated, but I mean speak to those with a life record that 
means they have it at their core. If they can’t answer those questions, do not elect those 
people. You can’t. Otherwise if you do, then just keep expecting: why do they provoke 
me to anger?

Back in May of last year, just ten months ago, as I was considering this decision, I got an 
email from a pastor friend of mine. He used to be in High Point at a great church and 
moved to Mississippi and he sent me this email and he said, “Mark, I recently learned of 
your prayerful consideration to run for the United States Senate and please know that I 
am praying for you and I know God has tremendous plans.” He said, “Recently, Byron 
Paulus of Life Action Ministry sent a memo to his employees and the memo was entitled 
‘A Week in the Life of America.’” He said, “I’ve pasted a portion of that memo below 
because I think it may be relevant to your decision.” I want to share it with you here 
today, ladies and gentlemen. It’s simply titled “A Week in the Life of America.” Keep in 
mind, this was written the first week of May of 2013. Not ten years ago, not twenty years 
ago, ten months ago. He said, “We’re all familiar with a photojournalist attempt to depict 
a day in the life of America. The concept is simple. If we could just see with our eyes 
what America looks like, we would have a better and deeply emotional understanding of 
what we hear with our ears. But, unfortunately, this past week does not take a carefully 
crafted photojournal to feel the depth of which America has fallen. I cannot imagine a 
more disturbing seven days. I try to make my measurements based on never before 
instead of shifting data and in just one week, the list grew dramatically.” Now, keep in 
mind, first week of May. Within seven days, all of these things took place. “Never before 
this week has a sitting President of the United States publicly congratulated someone for 
declaring their sin of sodomy. Never before this week has there been a concerted effort to 
keep a Christian leader from speaking at the National Day of Prayer events simply 
because he, Greg Laurie, opposed homosexual marriage. Never before this week has 
there been an attempt to change the National Day of Prayer into the National Day of 
Reason. Never before this week has the Pentagon stated that Christian evangelism is 
against their regulations and actually will consider court-marshalling a soldier if a 
subordinate claims he is being proselytized. Never before this week has the government 
approved an abortion procedure, a morning after pill, being made available over-the-
counter to girls as young as age 15.”

My friend went on to say, “Mark, we desperately are in need of godly leadership in our 
nation’s political offices. I don’t know what God’s will for you and your family may be 
but I’m certain you’ll continue to stand for truth and righteousness whether as a Senator 
or as pastor of First Baptist, Charlotte. May God bless you and may you know I’m 
praying for God’s wisdom and guidance in your decision.” When I think of that list, 
within just seven days, I think of Jeremiah’s question: why have they provoked me to 
anger?

The last question and I’ll leave you with this today as we close, it’s actually the question I 
call it for the American pulpit. It’s found in verse 22. It’s the very last verse of the 
chapter and here’s where it goes: he starts with two interesting questions, he says, “Is 
there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the 
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daughter of my people recovered?” You know, the first time I read that, it was interesting 
because when I read it and I looked at the original translation, the Hebrew, it almost 
comes down to this: why is there no recovery? Why is there no recovery? Do you know 
what? When I read that I thought, “You know, that was what I heard on the news last 
night. That’s what they were talking about on Fox News when I turned it on last night.” 
Then I thought, “Wait a minute, that was what I heard the night before…and the night 
before…and the night before.” In fact, I realized that for the last five years or six years no 
matter what cable network you turn on on any given night, you’re going to find two, 
maybe three, sometimes as many as five folks discussing, debating and arguing why is 
there no recovery? The same question Jeremiah asked thousands of years earlier.

You see, I think the key is in those first two questions: is there no balm in Gilead? Hey, 
we know the balm of Gilead and the original language is that that literally means a strong 
healing moral power. That’s what it means. Ladies and Gentlemen, I know the balm of 
Gilead. You do too and we call his name “Jesus.” He is the balm of Gilead. What can 
wash away my sin? Help me….the blood of Jesus. What can make me whole again? Help 
me…the blood of Jesus. Nothing but the blood of Jesus. Who can take a life that is 
shattered and put it together again? Jesus. Who can take a broken family and put it 
together again? Jesus. Who is the one that brings hope to the hopeless? Peace to those 
who have no peace? Who is the one that can put love in your heart for someone that you 
could never think you could love? Jesus. He is the balm of Gilead. So, when they ask us: 
is there no balm in Gilead anymore? We have to say, “Well, no, of course there is. His 
name is Jesus. The living word of God revealed in the written word of God, the Bible.”

So, the problem must be the other statement: are there no physicians left to apply and 
administer the medicine? You see, that’s the responsibility of your pastor in this pulpit. 
That’s the responsibility of me in my pulpit. That’s the responsibility of every one of you, 
everywhere you go, is that folks know the balm of Gilead lives in you and can change the 
life of them. Is there no physician left?

In May of 2012, Beth and I were in Washington, DC. We had the privilege of being with 
Dr. and Mrs. Baity as Ron received the Watchman of the Year award from the Family 
Research Council in Washington. I’d been invited to speak at that conference in 
Washington just after the Marriage Amendment had passed that many of you participated 
and made happen in this state. But those three days that we were up there changed my life 
in a myriad of ways. It probably had as much to do with me being here running for the 
United States Senate as anything else could have because, you see, I was introduced to a 
man in history in that event that I had never heard of before. I was introduced to a man 
named Jonas Clark. How many of you know who Jonas Clark is, raise your hand. Okay, 
there are a few of you. There are a few who know Jonas Clark. How many of you have 
heard of Paul Revere, raise your hand. Of course, everybody has heard of Paul Revere but 
you haven’t heard of Jonas Clark. But it’s interesting because they go together because, 
you see, the night that Paul Revere was riding on that horse, he was on his way to the 
home of Jonas Clark. Why was he on his way to the home of Jonas Clark? Because the 
British were coming and he was letting them know, “The British are coming! The British 
are coming!” 
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You see, at Jonas Clark’s house that night, which by the way, Jonas Clark was a pastor. 
He was a pastor of a local church and when the British were coming, they had told the 
troops there are two men that we’ll take back dead or alive: Samuel Adams and John 
Hancock. You know where Samuel Adams and John Hancock were that night? They 
were at the home of Jonas Clark. Why were they over at the preacher’s house? Because 
they had gone there that night to tell Jonas Clark that the moment had arrived. The time 
had come and it was about to start and they wanted to know, “Pastor Clark, are you 
ready? Are your people ready?” To which Jonas Clark responded to them, “Absolutely, 
we are for this is the moment for which I have trained them to be ready.”

You see, God had placed in Jonas Clark’s heart a love for this word and through the 
power of the word of God, he had birthed in Jonas Clark’s heart a love for freedom and a 
vision for freedom in this nation. Jonas Clark had been preaching week after week in that 
church the importance of men and women standing for freedom of worship, freedom of 
conscience and the freedom to stand and the importance of being willing to stand and 
fight in the war for independence. Now, do you want to know the most amazing part of 
that? The polls at that time showed only 30% of the colonists agreed with fighting in the 
war for independence. Only 30%, so that means every Sunday morning that Jonas Clark 
preached out of ten sets of eyes that were looking back at him, seven of them disagreed 
with everything he stood for. Only three agreed. But you know what he had? He had 
character that had been developed by this. He had consistency to stay with the stuff and 
he had the courage to be willing to stand even if he had to stand alone. 

You wouldn’t be sitting where you’re sitting today and I certainly wouldn’t be able to be 
standing where I’m standing today were it not for a man of God that had character, 
consistency and courage like a Jonas Clark and it’s because of that, I could not sit still 
any longer because I believe there is a window of opportunity for this nation and I believe 
that window is closing quickly. Listen, I’ve heard the phrase “Christian leaders” too long. 
Too many wild definitions of Christian leaders. We need biblical leaders who have 
spiritual discernment because until we have that, we will not have what our nation needs 
to be what God wants her to be.

Would you bow your heads right where you are, please? Head are bowed and eyes are 
closed all over the sanctuary: Thank you so much for your patience this morning but I 
want you just to listen carefully to what I’m about to say. With every head bowed and 
every eye closed, as the instrumentalists are coming right now, I’m going to simply ask 
you: what is God saying to you today? I mean, if you’re here this morning and God may 
be saying to you that you need to know the balm of Gilead. The Spirit may be saying to 
you right now in your heart you need to trust Christ. You need to surrender your life. He 
can put your life back together again. And you may be here this morning and you need to 
come to Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. If that’s the case, please don’t mess around. 
Don’t put it off. Don’t rationalize. Come forward this morning and come to Christ. Let 
the balm of Gilead be applied to your heart today and change your life forever.
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There may be some of you that are in this room that have already been saved. You know 
Christ as your Savior but God is rattling your cage this morning about this nation and 
he’s rattling your cage about what your role needs to be. There are some of you that are 
sitting here this morning and God is working in your heart and in your mind right now 
about where we are and where we need to be going. I’m asking you to listen to the Spirit 
of God. Do not buck him. Do not bow your neck to him. But simply respond to the 
prompting of his Spirit. I’m going to ask you specifically: would you be willing to leave 
your seat and come get on this altar this morning as the instruments play and come in 
silence before the Lord? You say, “Mark, I’m not even sure what I’d say if I came.” 
Good news. He said you don’t have to say anything. In fact, he instructs us to come in 
silence, to come before him in silence, waiting upon him. Are you desperate enough? Is 
our nation desperate enough? Are we willing to respond? Are we willing to be obedient? 
That’s all I’m asking. You to just listen to the prompting of the Spirit and that’s it. That’s 
it. That’s it.

If you’re concerned about this nation, for your children and your grandchildren, then you 
understand this moment. If you’re broken for where we are, then you understand this 
moment. He’s simply asking you to come in silence.
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