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 We take a big step this morning in our study of Romans.  

We’ve spent many months studying the great Gospel truths of 

Romans 1-11, and now we arrive at the portion of this letter that 

unpacks many, many practical applications that flow from those 

Gospel truths.  I’m praying that God will use the coming months, 

studying through these remaining chapters of Romans, to change 

our lives, to change our everyday lives, to change the way we 

interact with others in the church, to deepen our love for each 

other, to make us more forgiving and gracious people, to change 

the way we view the government, to give us a passion for holiness, 

for sexual purity, for integrity . . .  I would encourage you to read 

through Romans 12-15 this week and just take note of the many 

commands given to us in this section of the letter.  Pray for 

yourself and pray for this church accordingly.  Pray that God 

would revive His people through our meditations on these 

chapters.   

 These two verses are fairly well-known.  Maybe you have 

memorized them at some point in your Christian walk.   They are a 

great summary of the Christian life.  They form a bridge from the 

doctrinal section of this great letter, to the application section.  And 

in doing so they encapsulate so much that is central to living as a 

believer in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 This passage (Romans 12:1-2) brings back fond memories 

for me, because this was the very first text I ever preached on.  I 

sensed God’s call on my life to enter full-time ministry – it was 

during my Freshman year of college that God placed that desire 

within me.  And in the following few years God confirmed that 

calling in various ways, including (very importantly) my home 

church and my pastor there.  Pastor Ken was very kind to meet 

with me and give me advice and give me opportunities to serve and 

lead in the church.  He encouraged me to prepare a sermon, which 

I did.  And he had me preach that sermon in his living room, to 

him and another leader in the church.  And then he let me preach 

that sermon on a Sunday morning.  I think it was the summer 

before my Junior year of college.  I still have my notes from that 

sermon.  I was looking over them this week.  I feel kind of sorry 

for that congregation who had to sit through that sermon, but they 

were very encouraging to me.  And I look back on that 

opportunity, and others like it, as a tremendous way that God 
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confirmed to me (and to others) that I was, indeed, called to be a 

pastor.   

 That church is in Midland, Michigan, where Stacy and I 

both grew up.  Stacy’s family still lives there.  And when we were 

visiting Midland last summer I was in a grocery store and bumped 

into a couple who still attend that church.  They have been 

involved in the media ministry there for years, and they told me 

that they remember me preaching my first sermon there, because 

they put the sermon title out on the church sign, and they 

duplicated the cassette tapes and labelled the tapes.  Do you 

remember tapes?  I guess they’re kind of like 8-tracks, but smaller.  

That’s how it was, back in the day.  I don’t think I have one of 

those tapes, and I’m OK with that.   

 But the same passion in my heart then is still with me now 

– a passion to know and cherish the mercies of God, and in light of 

those mercies to present myself wholly to God, to know His will 

and walk in His ways.   

 Let’s look at these verses under four headings: the mercies 

of God, sacrificial worship, godly transformation, and discerning 

the will of God.     

The Mercies of God 

 Paul begins with a huge “therefore.”  When you see a 

“therefore” in Scripture, you need to ask what it’s there for.  And 

that will involve looking at what comes before it.  That’s the logic 

of a “therefore.”  You state certain things.  And then, based on 

those things, you draw conclusions.  That’s what Paul is doing 

here.  He has been teaching us, in detail, about sin (that we are all 

sinners who fall short of God’s glory) and salvation (that Christ 

died to save sinners) and the hope that we have as believers (that 

all things work together for our good), and many other wonderful 

things about God’s mercy to undeserving rebels such as ourselves.   

 Now he begins this new major section of the letter with the 

words, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers [and sisters; he’s 

speaking to the whole church], by the mercies of God . . .”  The 

NIV says, “in view of God’s mercy.”  I think that’s a helpful way 

of putting it.  Or it could be translated, “because of the mercies of 

God.”  In other words, the exhortations he’s about to give are 

based on the mercies of God.  And that phrase “the mercies of 

God” is his way of summarizing 11 chapters of theology.     

 Another way to highlight this transition in the letter is by 

noticing the shift from the indicative to the imperative.  This 
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involves a grammar lesson.  An indicative verb states a fact.  “You 

are a human being.”  “You live in Pittsburgh.”  “It is Sunday 

morning.”  These are indicative (declarative) statements.  Let me 

read you a few indicative statements from Romans 1-11. 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God . . .” (3:23) 

“God put [Christ Jesus] forward as a propitiation by his blood . . .” 

(3:25) 

“And we know that for those who love God all things work 

together for good, for those who are called according to his 

purpose.” (8:28) 

 The indicative pervades chapters 1-11.  In contrast to the 

indicative, we have the imperative.  An imperative verb states a 

command.  This is one of the main forms of speech that parents use 

with their children.  “Clean your room.”  “Stop fighting.”  “Do 

your homework.”  “Clear the dinner table.”  “Watch the baby” 

(that’s one of the new ones at our house).  And hopefully as 

parents give exhortations to their kids, it is in the context of a 

loving, gracious relationship.  That’s what Paul is highlighting for 

us here.  He’s about to give us a whole bunch of commands.  But 

all of them are in view of the mercies of God.   

There were very few commands in Romans 1-11.  But 

chapters 12-15 are filled with commands.  We have a couple of 

them right here in these first 2 verses.  He begins with an appeal, 

an exhortation, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice.  He 

goes on to command, “Do not be conformed to this world.”  “Be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind.”   

The thing I want you to see in this is the fundamental 

nature of Christianity.  This is not works-religion.  The message is 

not, “You do this and this and avoid these things, and then God 

will put forward His Son to die in your place.”  No, the message is, 

“God put His Son forward to die in the place of sinners.  Receive 

this gift.  And THEN here are some guidelines for life that you can 

joyfully follow, because these guidelines will help you to live the 

most fulfilling life possible.”  The indicative comes before the 

imperative in Christianity.  The facts of what God has done for us 

is the foundation.  The commands to us of how we ought to live is 

then built upon that foundation.   

This is what we’ll remind ourselves of throughout these 

chapters.  We don’t look at these commands in isolation.  For 

instance, we don’t read this command “do not be conformed to the 

world” and turn it into a legalistic burden.  This is not a burden 
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added.  It is a burden lifted.  This is not God trying to beat us down 

into misery, that by our suffering we might earn something from 

Him.  Many, many people view religion in just that way.  But 

that’s not Christianity.  The logic here is, In view of what God has 

done for us through Christ, let’s throw off the shackles of our 

former imprisonment and live in the wide-open spaces of God’s 

goodness to us.  Let’s step out of the dark prison cell into the 

marvelous light of grace.        

That’s what I want us to recognize in this transition from 

the doctrinal portion of Romans to the application portion, and it’s 

what I want us to see in that phrase from verse 1, “by the mercies 

of God.”  The many commands that are coming in these chapters 

are based on the mercies of God.  It’s not the other way around.  

It’s not that our obedience to commands will merit mercy.  God’s 

mercy comes first.  In view of that mercy, we are called to obey.  

And the call to obey is itself a mercy, because in these exhortations 

we receive direction that will steer us away from those things that 

will steal our joy and steer us toward those things that will bolster 

our joy in God.     

Sacrificial Worship 

 The first thing we’re called to in these verses is a very 

radical thing.  We are called to sacrificial worship.  We may not 

blink at that word sacrifice.  But if we remember the Old 

Testament imagery, it brings to mind some pretty vivid and 

disturbing images.  Animals being slaughtered and their blood 

being sprinkled and poured out and the dead body of the animal 

being burnt on the altar.  That’s the biblical imagery of sacrifice.  

We’ve grown so accustomed to the metaphorical use of the word.  

But we need to remember how radical this is.   

 For those sacrifices, their lives were forfeited.  Their lives 

ended as they were offered wholly to God.  But for us, we die to 

live.  As we learned in Romans 6, we died with Christ in order to 

be raised with Christ.  We are living sacrifices.   

 Giving ourselves wholly to God is not the end of life.  It is 

the beginning of life.  I heard a preacher say it this way: Salvation 

is the free gift that will cost you everything.  And I’ll add to that 

Jim Elliott’s emphasis, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot 

keep to gain what he cannot lose.”  What makes that quote so 

powerful is the way Jim Elliott lived that out in his own life and 

death.  He was a missionary to Ecuador and in his attempt to reach 

a savage tribe for Christ, he was killed by those he was seeking to 

serve. 
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 Salvation is a free gift.  None of our obedience will make 

us deserving of that gift.  But receiving this gift will change 

everything.  It will cost you everything, because life cannot go on 

as usual.  You will have to give up the ways of this world and take 

on a whole new identity and a whole new way of life. 

 The world will look at that transformation and pity you.  

“He doesn’t go to the clubs with us anymore.  He doesn’t get drunk 

with us anymore.  He doesn’t go to the casino.  He won’t watch 

those movies with us anymore.  He doesn’t lie or cheat at work 

anymore.  He goes to church now.  He reads his Bible.  He talks 

about Jesus!”  And they’ll say, “He traded fun for boring.”  But 

you, having a new heart and having new eyes to see what life is 

really all about, recognize that you didn’t trade fun for boring.  

You traded empty, meaningless, misery for the most exciting 

adventure you never dreamed of.  Now you know that the Christian 

life is the most exciting adventure, albeit a very difficult one.   

 Offering ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship.  

Sacrificial worship.  This points to the fact that worship includes 

all of life.  We typically refer to this time together on Sunday 

mornings as a worship service or a time of corporate worship.  

This certainly is a very significant time of worship.  It’s special 

because we are worshiping God together.  This is an important part 

of the Christian life—to spend time together with other believers in 

the context of a committed community.  We are members of this 

church, committed to holding each other accountable, to spur each 

other on, to encourage each other in this journey of continually 

offering ourselves wholly to God.   

Please don’t make the mistake, though, that what we do 

here on Sundays is our only worship, and what we do the rest of 

the week is not worship.  No, worship is all of life.  In a few weeks 

in the adult Sunday School class Andrew Hughes will be teaching 

on corporate worship and how we ought to think about these 

gatherings and the planning that goes into this time and how we 

should each prepare ourselves for corporate worship.  Something 

that Andrew emphasizes when he talks about these things is this 

very point, that worship is all of life.  There should not be a sacred 

/ secular dichotomy in our minds.  (I go to a church building to 

worship.  That’s sacred time and sacred space.  The rest of the 

week I do secular things.  I go to work.  I take care of the kids.  I 

watch TV.  I eat.  I sleep.  As though all of that is somehow 

disconnected from worship.)  For the believer, all of life is offered 

to God as worship.  This is what it means to be a living sacrifice.  

It’s not just a couple hours on Sunday that I offer to God, and 

maybe a few other times throughout the week of prayer and Bible 
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reading.  It’s the diaper changing and the preparing of meals and 

the hours at work and washing the car and mowing the lawn and 

being a friendly neighbor and a loving spouse and good friend.  It’s 

the movies I watch and the food I eat and music I listen to and on 

and on and on. 

 To offer ourselves wholly to God is a very radical thing.  

The salvation we have in Christ is the free gift that will cost us 

everything.  It will change everything . . . and in a very good way.  

Because it’s not just giving something up.  It’s letting go of certain 

things in order to grab hold of something far better. 

 I don’t know what you think about Lent.  Maybe some of 

you observe Lent in a certain way, and I can see the benefits of that 

if it’s a meaningful tradition that helps prepare you for the 

remembrance of Christ’s death on Good Friday and His 

resurrection on Easter Sunday.  I’ve never been part of a church 

that emphasized Lent, and I’ve never thought much about it 

myself.  The reason I was interested in it last week was because I 

wanted to get over to the Party Cake bakery in Brookline to get 

some Paczki (poonchkis; Polish doughnuts) which they make up 

through fat Tuesday, and then they don’t make them anymore the 

rest of the year.  So Lent has been interesting to me in that regard.  

There are these traditions of abstaining from certain foods during 

the weeks leading up to Good Friday and Easter.   

 I was at a pastor’s breakfast the other day at Trinity 

Christian School where some of the kids from this church attend.  

We were served a wonderful breakfast.  But the pastor who was 

sitting next to me said that he had given up bread and sweets for 

Lent.  I kinda felt bad for him.  He was eating yogurt while I was 

enjoying some delicious French toast.  But I did think about the 

spiritual benefits of observing Lent, and I respect those who 

choose to do that.  This pastor did tell me was also trying to lose a 

few pounds.  I guess you can kill two birds with one stone that 

way—doing the Lent thing and the diet thing together.   

 The other thing that intrigues me about Lent are the fish 

frys.  So we’re in this season of moderation, sacrifice, fasting, 

abstaining from excess . . . and what’s the custom?  To give up 

meat on Fridays so that you can go to an all-you-can-eat fish fry, 

with plenty of French fries and cole slaw and dessert to go with the 

fish.  So I don’t have all this figured out yet, but I do find it 

interesting. 

 And I do have a point in all this too.  My point is not to 

make light of Lenten traditions.  If you follow certain traditions 

that are Christ-centered and are meaningful to you, I’m glad for 
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that.  Nor is my point to judge you if you go to an all-you-can-eat 

fish fry.  In fact, you can invite me to go with you.   

 But here’s my point.  The point is that being a living 

sacrifice is not mainly about giving up things.  That seems to be 

the common idea about Lent.  Give up certain things for a certain 

period of time.  And that’s fine and good, especially in a society of 

excess.  But living the Christian life, being a living sacrifice, is not 

mainly about what you give up.  That is a piece of it.  It’s an 

important piece.  But it’s giving up something for something else . 

. . something better.  Sacrificial worship is about giving up the 

things that get in the way of worshipping God.  As we talked about 

last week (and as stated in our mission statement), worship is 

delighting in the beauty of God’s greatness.        

Godly Transformation 

 Verse 2 describes this for us.  I take verse 2 as a description 

of how we are to offer ourselves wholly to God.  What does 

sacrificial worship look like?  What does it involve?  Paul gives it 

to us in 2 parts.  There’s a “don’t do this” and a “do this.”  Give up 

this, and replace it with this, which is so much better.  “Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 

mind . . .”   

 Christianity is not about sacrifice just for the sake of 

sacrifice.  There’s nothing inherently spiritual about giving up a 

certain food for a period of time or giving up a certain enjoyable 

activity.  That might be helpful if it prompts you to spend more 

time in prayer and Bible study, but don’t get puffed up spiritually 

just because of those things you are giving up.  If it’s sacrifice for 

the sake of sacrifice then it will fuel pride and will not be 

sacrificial worship.  But if it’s sacrificial worship, turning away 

from those things that keep you from knowing God better, then it 

will be a joyful and humbling experience.  We forego certain lesser 

pleasures for the purpose of enjoying higher pleasures. 

 Parents, when you’re telling your children not to be 

conformed to the world, don’t leave it at that.  The life we’re called 

to in this verse is not merely a life of denial.  It’s a life of godly 

transformation.  Don’t be conformed to this world—true.  We must 

resist.  We must turn away from the sinful and foolish practices of 

the ungodly culture around us.  But the exhortation doesn’t stop 

there.  “Just say no!” is not the message.  Rather, the message is 

“say no to these things, so you can say yes to these far greater 

things.”   
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 Don’t be conformed to the world’s view of sexuality, but 

be transformed by the renewal of your mind so that you can 

understand and enjoy the beauty of God’s design for sexuality.  

Don’t be conformed to the world’s lust for money and power and 

prestige, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind so that 

you can find the fulfilling purposes God has for your life and work.    

  

 We need to see both sides of this, or our Christianity will fit 

right into the stereotype that many people have for it.  Don’t do 

this and don’t do that and don’t do anything fun or exciting.   

 That’s not the Christianity I know.  That’s not the 

Christianity I read about in the Bible.  That’s not the Christianity 

that the Apostle Paul experienced.  He made sacrifices, that’s for 

sure.  He gave up a lot.  He risked much.  In the end, he lost his 

life.  He was killed for his faith.  But, even then, it was all gain.  It 

was not ultimate loss.  As he wrote in Philippians 1:21, “For to me 

to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  He knew that when he died he 

would depart and be with Christ.  

 It’s like David Livingstone, the great missionary to Africa, 

who gave up so much to pour out his life for the unreached 

peoples, who said, “I never made a sacrifice.” 

Here’s what he said to the students at Cambridge in 1857:  “For 

my own part, I have never ceased to rejoice that God has appointed 

me to such an office. People talk of the sacrifice I have made in 

spending so much of my life in Africa. . . . Is that a sacrifice which 

brings its own blest reward in healthful activity, the consciousness 

of doing good, peace of mind, and a bright hope of a glorious 

destiny hereafter? Away with the word in such a view, and with 

such a thought! It is emphatically no sacrifice. Say rather it is a 

privilege. Anxiety, sickness, suffering, or danger, now and then, 

with a foregoing of the common conveniences and charities of this 

life, may make us pause, and cause the spirit to waver, and the soul 

to sink; but let this only be for a moment. All these are nothing 

when compared with the glory which shall be revealed in and for 

us. I never made a sacrifice.”
1
  

So let everything we give up be for the purpose of gaining 

something better.  Let all of our non-conformity to the world be for 

the purpose of being transformed by the renewal of our minds.    

                                                           
1
 Cited in Samuel Zwemer, "The Glory of the Impossible" in Perspectives on the 

World Christian Movement, Ralph Winter and Stephen Hawthorne, eds. 
[Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1981], p. 259. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0878081895?ie=UTF8&tag=desigod-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0878081895
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0878081895?ie=UTF8&tag=desigod-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0878081895
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 Let me step back and ask this question: Do you want to be 

transformed?  Do you want to be changed?  Do you wish you were 

different than you are now?  I expect that you do, in one way or 

another.  Probably very few of us are perfectly satisfied with 

ourselves.  And if you are, then you’re blind to some glaring 

problems in your life.  We want to be changed.  We want to be 

different than we are now.  But what kind of transformation do you 

crave for yourself?  Is it the kind of transformation that the diet ads 

use?  Before and after pictures that imply you could undergo a 

similar transformation.  Or is it is career transformation that you 

crave?  Then you’re susceptible to the get-rich-quick schemes.  Is 

it a fashion transformation or a personality transformation that 

you’re looking for?  We all want to be reshaped in one way or 

another, and the final product that we envision in our minds is 

probably a pretty good indicator of where our treasure is.  It 

probably shows what our idols are.   

 I hope that we will desire the transformation described in 

verse 2.  This is the transformation that comes from God.  It is a 

godly transformation.  It’s not a superficial transformation like 

changing your appearance.  It’s an inner transformation that 

impacts the way you think, what your priorities are, what you 

value, where your treasure is . . .   

 In Romans 8 Paul described the radical difference between 

the mind that is set on the flesh and the mind that is set on the 

Spirit.   

“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 

things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set 

their minds on the things of the Spirit. For to set the mind on the 

flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.” 

(Romans 8:5–6, ESV)  

 And in Colossians 3 Paul gives many concrete commands 

that describe what the renewal of the mind will look like in our 

lives.  In Romans 12:2 the two sides are “do not be conformed to 

the world” and “be transformed by the renewal of your mind.”  In 

Colossians 3 it’s “put off the old self” and “put on the new self”—

these godly characteristics.  Listen to this passage and think about 

specific applications for your own life. 

“Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too 

once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put 

them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk 

from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have 
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put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, 

which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 

Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. Put on 

then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 

hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with 

one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving 

each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you 

do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:5–17, 

ESV)  

Discerning the Will of God 

 Lastly, let’s talk about discerning the will of God.  Romans 

12:2 makes a connection between the renewal of the mind and 

discerning the will of God.  As we are transformed by the renewal 

of the mind, the result is that we will be able to understand and 

carry out God’s will.  With a debased mind, an unregenerate mind, 

and unrenewed mind, this is impossible.   

 Romans 1 described the opposite of what Romans 12 is 

describing.  Romans 1 spoke of the suppression of truth by debased 

minds.  Unbelievers are futile in their thinking and exchange the 

glory of the immortal God for created things.  They exchange the 

truth about God for a lie and worship the creature instead of the 

Creator.   

 For believers, there is a reversal of that downward spiral.  

We are being transformed by the renewal of our minds, so that we 

no longer suppress the truth but embrace the truth and delight in 

the truth.  We look to God’s Word as His revealed will for us, and 

we want to follow His will for us.   

 So what is His will for my life?  Maybe you’re asking that 

question right now.  Maybe you’re asking that question about a 

very specific matter.  Should I go to this school or that school?  

Should I marry this person or not?  Should I take this job or that 

one?  Should we buy this house?  Should we send the kids to the 

public school or the private school or homeschool?  Should we buy 

this car or that car?  Should we go on a vacation?  If so, where?  

What extracurricular activities should the kids be in?  Should I 
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watch this movie or not?  The decisions are endless.  We have 

decisions every day—some that are monumental, others may seem 

less significant but still have an impact on our lives.   

 Let me tell you what God’s will is for your life.  Are you 

ready for this?  You may want to write down these Scripture 

references so you can look at these passages some more.  Here is 

God’s will for your life. 

“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD 

require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8, ESV)  

“for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the 

Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all 

that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing 

to the Lord.” (Ephesians 5:8–10, ESV)  

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 

making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 

Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 

Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but 

be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:15–18, ESV)  

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain 

from sexual immorality; that each one of you know how to control 

his own body in holiness and honor,” (1 Thessalonians 4:3–4, 

ESV)  

 “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:16–18, ESV)  

 There are a lot of very concrete instructions there.  But you 

might say, Those verses don’t help me make the decision that’s 

staring me in the face this week.  I want God to tell me what to do 

in this specific matter.  What should I do?   

 I’ve been very helped by the words of Augustine who said, 

“Love God and do what you please.”  That may sound dangerous.  

That may sound like antinomianism—just throwing off all 

restraints and taking advantage of grace.  But that’s not at all what 

Augustine intended.  The point ties in very well with Romans 12:2.  

As you are being transformed by the renewal of your mind you’re 

going to want to understand and obey God’s will as it is revealed 

in Scripture.  You love God and want to please Him.  You see the 

goodness of His commands and want to obey.  You want to be just 

and kind and humble.  You want to be sexually pure and sober.  

You want to be a person of honesty and integrity.  So in the times 
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when you are presented with a godly option and a sinful option, the 

decision is obvious.   

 But in the decisions that are not obvious, that present you 

with options that are equally legitimate, could be equally honoring 

God as far as you can tell, what do you do?  Well, you use your 

mind that is being renewed, and you discuss with others who have 

a mind that is being renewed.  And you pray for help and guidance.  

And you think some more, and pray some more.  And you look 

into God’s Word to study passages that apply in some way to the 

situation.  And you see what doors God opens and closes.  And at 

the end of the day, you do what you most desire to do.  I find a lot 

of freedom in this.  We don’t need to be burdened by the haunting 

feeling that if I pursue this opportunity instead of this opportunity, 

I might get myself outside of God’s perfect will for my life, and 

then the rest of my life is going to be ruined.  No, don’t think about 

it that way.  Love God.  Live according to His revealed will, given 

in Scripture.  And in the decisions that Scripture doesn’t offer a 

specific answer, then think hard and pray hard and seek counsel 

and do what you want.   

 Very frequently I pray like this: “God, please show me 

what you want me to do in this matter.  Guide me in this decision.  

I am yours.  I am a man under orders.  I am a slave of Christ.  I am 

your servant.  There are so many good things to do.  Show me 

which ones to focus on.  Please, guide your child.  Through Your 

Word, through godly counsel, guide my desires and direct me to 

those things that will be most honoring to You.”  That’s my prayer 

for myself personally, and my prayer for this church.  Let us offer 

ourselves, individually and corporately, to God.  In view of the 

mercies of God we offer to God sacrificial worship.  And as we 

pursue godly transformation we will discern and do the will of 

God. 


