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             David's Great Fall: The Preface 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 119:169-176   Hymn #195- Alas and Did My Savior Bleed 

1st Scripture: Genesis 3:1-6         Hymn Insert- Speak O Lord 

2nd Scripture: 2 Samuel 11:1-2              Hymn #705- Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord 

 

 

Introduction:   

 At the opening of this chapter, in his commentary, Matthew Henry states,  "What David 

said of the mournful report of Saul’s death may more fitly be applied to the sad story of this 

chapter, the adultery and murder David was guilty of.—"Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the 

streets of Ashkelon.’’ We wish we could draw a veil over it, and that it might never be known, 

might never be said, that David did such things as are here recorded of him. But it cannot, it must 

not, be concealed. The scripture is faithful in relating the faults even of those whom it most 

applauds, which is an instance of the sincerity of the penmen, and an evidence that it was not 

written to serve any party: and even such stories as these "were written for our learning,’’ that "he 

that thinks he stands may take heed lest he fall,’’ and that others’ harms may be our warnings. 

Many, no doubt, have been emboldened to sin, and hardened in it, by this story, and to them it is 

a "savour of death unto death;’’ but many have by it been awakened to a holy jealousy over 

themselves, and constant watchfulness against sin, and to them it is a "savour of life unto life.’’ 

Those are very great sins, and greatly aggravated, which here we find David guilty of." 

 Lord willing, we will spend the next several weeks, considering this sobering and 

grievous event, as it has much to offer us, by way of, "doctrine, reproof, correction and 

instruction in righteousness."  By means of it, we will come face to face, with both, the depth of 

man's natural state, and the height of God's glorious grace.  And I hope that it will lead us to 

become constant beggars at the mercy seat, worshipers at the throne of grace, and awakened 

watchers through the path of life.   

 And finally, here, we will find the greatest line of demarcation, which separates David 

(and any other human being for that matter), from the uniqueness, pure innocence and majestic 

glory of the Lord Jesus Christ!  
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I. David's Great Fall: The Preface 

 Last time, we saw how Hanun, the king of the Ammonites, had greatly shamed David's 

ambassadors (and thereby, David himself), when they had come to offer him comfort, following 

the death of his father, Nahash, who was David's ally.  This led to an all out war between the 

Israelites and the Ammonites, when Hanun knew that David was repulsed by his actions.  Hanun 

had hired a large army of Syrians to help aid him in the battle, but after the Syrians had fled from 

Joab in defeat, the Ammonites withdrew from Abishai as well, and secured themselves in one of 

their cities (Probably Medeba or Rabbah).  Following this, the Syrians regrouped and gathered a  

larger army together, to retaliate against the Israelites.  And so, David had gathered the whole 

Israelite army together, and crossed over the Jordan, to war against the Syrians.  And of course, 

the Lord delivered the Syrians into the hand of David, such that they were afraid to ever come to 

the aid of the Ammonites again.  And several kings, who had once served the king of Syria, now 

made peace with Israel, and served them.  After this, David had returned to Jerusalem, awaiting a 

better time to deal with the Ammonites.  It was not the right season for laying siege to a city.    

 Now, in the beginning of chapter eleven, we find that spring time has arrived, which is 

the time when kings go out to battle.  This was the ideal time then, for David to lead the army of 

Israel out, to avenge his ambassadors, against the Ammonites.  And indeed, he has this in 

mind...only, he decides to stay back at Jerusalem, leaving the work to Joab.  Notice again, what 

we are told in verse 1: 

 "It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David 

sent Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the people of Ammon and 

besieged Rabbah.  But David remained at Jerusalem." 

 Indeed, Joab and his men, and the army of Israel, were successful in their endeavors.  

They destroyed the people of Ammon, and they were in the process of overcoming the 

metropolis, royal city of Rabbah.  They surrounded the city, and besieged it.  David's 

ambassadors, and in fact, David himself, were being avenged against the Ammonites.  But there 

was one significant problem in the whole operation.  The king chose to stay back at Jerusalem.   

No doubt, David saw the opportunity of shirking the difficult and tedious task of fighting a war, 

and so he took it easy for a time.  But little does he know that, this one act of neglect; this one act 
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of "laying down the sword" both physically and spiritually, will lead to a massive fall, on his 

part!  Look with me at verse two, our final verse of consideration for this morning: 

 "Then it happened..."  When?  When David had slept idly at Jerusalem, while Israel was 

at war!  "Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of 

the king's house.  And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful 

to behold."  

 "Then it happened..."  As David was taking it easy with an afternoon nap, he awoke and 

he took a walk on the roof of his palace, and without seeing it coming; without any expectation, 

the wide door, to a great fall, with extensive consequences, had opened.  It was not necessarily 

uncommon for a person to bathe on his/her roof at that time, for, the roof was an accessible and 

useful part of the house.  Ladders and stairs took people there, and people often made use of 

them.  We are not given the details concerning the nature of this bathing woman; was it because 

she was unclean for some reason (vs. 4); was she merely washing...etc, we don't know, but in a 

general sense, we can say that she was out of the reach of watching eyes.  However, David's 

palace, being built much higher than the average roof, we can presume that he was able to view 

much of the city, from an aerial perspective.  And so, as he gazed upon the city, his eyes caught 

Bathsheba, as she was bathing, and she was a beautiful woman to behold.  And rather than turn 

his head, he obviously fixed his eyes upon her, and lust conceived in his heart.   

 

II. The Conception of Sin 

 Now brethren, I want to stop right here for this morning, so that we can consider a critical 

observation about sin and temptation, before closing with a few relevant applications for us.  For, 

it is here, that we find the inward beginnings of David's sin, which make their way outward, in 

the verses that follow.  More often than not, when we think of "sin," we focus on the more 

obvious outward manifestations of sin (especially concerning the sins of others), because that is 

when sin is clearly seen, and full blown.  But, I want to suggest to you that the great hook of sin, 

laid hold of David's heart, right here, and that which follows, is merely a "reeling in" of the heart, 

which satan had already captured.  Lord willing, considering this, will lead us to strive to deal 

with sin in our own lives, at the level of the "bait and hook," because it is usually too late, when 

the "reeling in" of our hearts has begun to take place.   
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 Like Eve, who had taken and eaten of the forbidden fruit, we have already succumbed to 

temptation; sin has, in fact, conceived, when we have begun to lust after the fruit.  Eve was lost; 

her trust in God had already eroded, the moment that she, "saw that the tree was good for food, 

that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise..." (Gen. 1:6a).  This inner 

surrender led to the outward act.  And brethren, it is at the inner level, where sin is conceived, 

that a person must prevail, if he/she is to overcome temptation, and prevent sin from being born.      

 Before looking closely at this matter, in the heart of David, consider the profound 

wisdom that James offers us, affirming all that I have said thus far.  In James 1:12-18, James 

vindicates the goodness of God, declaring that we can never blame God for the temptations, 

which we experience.  It could be very easy to misapply the truth about God's sovereignty, by 

presuming that He is the Author of our temptations, leading us to excuse our sins, at God's 

expense.  But, James annihilates any such accusation right from the outset, when he states in 

verse 13, "Let no one say when he is tempted, 'I am tempted by God'; for God cannot be tempted 

by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone."  And then, in concluding the matter in verses 16-18, 

James, in fact, affirms the very opposite, namely, that God, not only never tempts anyone, but, in 

fact, every good and perfect gift comes from God, the Father of lights.  God only does good unto 

His people, and therefore, He never tempts them or tries to bring about their fall.  Well, the 

inevitable question then is, "Where do temptations then come from?"  And James answers that 

question in verses 14&15: 

 "But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  Then, 

when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth 

death." 

 And so, here we see, brethren, that sin actually finds its root in our own desires/lusts (in 

our own flesh).  And temptation, which comes not from God, but from without (the world and 

the devil) makes the appeal to (it "entices") those desires.  And when those desires are not dealt 

with or kept in check, they conceive (they give life to sin), and then, in due time, that which was 

conceived in the heart, is born (the living sin is manifested in a visible and outward form).  And 

if it is never dealt with (confessed, repented of and atoned for), it becomes full grown (it brings 

forth death and eternal condemnation).  [Just a quick note on James's assumption, that a 

conceived child is a living child.  His sin analogy presumes this reality...an additional 

confirmation of the murderous act of abortion].   
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 Now brethren, let us see this process worked out, here in David's own circumstances:  

 1) We have seen in the past, that one of the seedlings to this great sin, was David's 

multiplying of wives.  And when we considered this matter, I had said at the time that (I believe) 

that the liberty, which David took in this regard, had certainly made him vulnerable to adultery.  

If you do not see yourself as bound to one wife, you will inevitably open the door for a 

seemingly justified discontentment, leading you to pursue other options.  David had several 

wives already.  Why was he not satisfied with them?  One might assume, that the more wives a 

man has, the more he would be able to have self-control, shielding him from adultery.  But very 

clearly, it is the opposite.  Multiplying options, only leads to the multiplying of more options, 

and I believe that this had created an even greater vulnerability with David.  This is not to 

minimize the temptation, which monogamous men/women face, but it is a reality, nonetheless. 

 And so, clearly David was tempted because of his own lust toward women, which again, 

was increased by his multiplying of wives.  

 2) This inward desire, found the opportunity to conceive, when David had failed to go out 

to war, which was his calling as the king of Israel.  David should have led the army of Israel out 

to battle against the Ammonites, but he stayed back...and "then it happened."  David's guard was 

down.  He was idle.  He was unprepared to deal with his inner lust.  He awoke in the evening, 

went out on the roof, and didn't even see the hook coming. 

 3) David's lustful desire had conceived; it had brought life to inner sin, when he was 

enticed by what he had seen on the roof.  There she was, a beautiful woman to behold, bathing 

on her rooftop.  David was drawn in.  He was unprepared.  He was at ease.  He kept his gaze.  

And the hook laid hold of his heart.  Sin was conceived right there, at that very moment!  

 4) And as we work through the rest of the event, in the upcoming weeks, we will see the 

unborn child come to full term...and the outward manifestation of the inward surrendered desire 

and conceived lust, will be born.  And it will reek havoc, though by the grace of God, it will not 

ultimately condemn David to eternal death (as it does for most people in this world).  Indeed, 

much damage will be done, but David's soul will be spared by the grace of God, in Christ!        

 And that is how the operation of sin and temptation bring David down! 

 

III. Closing Thoughts and Applications 
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 Brethren, let us then close by considering a few relevant closing thoughts and 

applications for this morning. 

 1) Brethren, until we get to heaven, every one of us will struggle with remaining sin and 

lusts of the flesh.  In fact, the apostle Paul assumes this, when he charges us in Romans 8 to be 

fervently active in our putting to death the deeds of the body, by the Spirit.  In one sense, we can 

find relief here, because we don't have to be surprised, when remaining sinful desires are 

exposed in our hearts.  And yet, at the same time, we cannot let our guards down (we must ever 

be in the battle), as we strive to contend with, and ultimately mortify these remaining lusts.  We 

don't want these desires to conceive sin, but rather, we want to exterminate them, right at the 

level of the heart!   

 In Galatians 5:16-17, Paul also states, "I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not 

fulfill the lust of the flesh.  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; 

and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish."  And so, 

very clearly, brethren, there is an ongoing, inward battle, taking place within each and every one 

of us, calling us not only to recognize this, but also to take up arms, by the Spirit, so that we will 

not be overcome by the lusts of the flesh, and thereby fall.   

 And so, I say all of this, brethren, to charge all of us, to know your weaknesses.  Be 

honest with yourself; be honest with God, and recognize and confess your weaknesses.  

Pretending they are not there, will never lead you to the help that you need, in overcoming them.  

Acknowledging them, confessing them to the Lord and taking the necessary steps to war against 

them, will grant you access to all of the grace, you could ever need, to continue in, and ultimately 

win the battle!  And so, be sober minded and watchful; be aware of your own struggles and 

weaknesses. 

 2) Beware of creating the opportunity for being drawn away by your remaining lusts.  

Stay in the battle.  Avoid idle time.  Do not let your guard down.  Go out to war; don't fall asleep 

spiritually, lest you be taken off guard by a bathing Bathsheba.  As was the case with Cain, sin 

crouches at the door.  It waits to pounce on you, unawares.  You must master it and rule over it, 

by the grace of God!  The devil goes around, not like an obvious, leaping idiot, but rather like a 

roaring lion, waiting behind the brush, for the golden opportunity to lunge forth, seeking whom 

he may devour.  Don't be among those, whose heads are carelessly dipped down in the water, 
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only to awaken in the mouth of a hungry lion!  Fight the good fight!  Lay hold of eternal life!  

Take the Kingdom of heaven by force; by storm!   

 How do we fight a spiritual war?  With spiritual armor!  "Watch and pray, lest you fall 

into temptation!"  Put on the armor of God, listed in Ephesians 6:10-20: "Put on the whole armor 

of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we do not wrestle with 

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 

this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore take up the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 

stand.  Stand therefore"...with the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, having shod your 

feet with the preparation of the Gospel, above all, taking the shield of faith, carrying the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the Word of God, praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 

Spirit, being watchful to this end, with all perseverance...! 

 Brethren, we cannot be idle!  This is a battle; a war!  But some of you are floating around 

the forest with Hansel and Gretel, licking candy canes on the witches house!  Take up arms, 

guard your soul, and fight brethren!  Be alert!  Be on guard, lest you be swept away by your own 

inward desires!  Don't tamper with the line of temptation!  Don't toy with it!  Stay far from it!  

You are not as strong as you think you are!  For the "man after God's own heart," was himself, 

struck down, by the mere gaze of his eyes!  Walk closely with the Lord, cling to the means of 

grace (for they are the Spirit's "lifelines" for you!).  Be here, among the people of God; be out at 

war with Israel, and not at home in your bed!  Embrace mutual accountability, the Lord's Day, 

the Lord's Supper, prayer, the preaching of the Word, fellowship, meditating on the 

Word...indeed, every means of grace available, to desperately needy sinners!  Brethren, we 

already have the remaining sinful lusts/desires within us.  Let us actively destroy them, and avoid 

the conception of sin, at all costs!  For, once sin has conceived, the baby will come!  When the 

heart is moved, the actions will soon follow!  By the grace of God, this is one abortion we can 

support!  ["If your right eye; If your right arm...pluck/cut it out/off!"  A fierce and radical 

destruction!] 

 3) Lastly brethren, consider that, though David had fought hard, throughout all of his life 

(prior to this), he was not excused for pursuing his rest prematurely.  Our rest is in glory, and 

until we get there, we must remain in the battle.  If David could not have said, "Lord, have I not 

done enough fighting up to this point," don't presume that you or I can.  So many go astray in 
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their later years even; so many fail to finish well, thinking it safe to let the guard down, in the 

latter part of the war.  But brethren, we must fight and fight and fight...to the end! 

 Let me leave you then, with the words, which stood as the foundation of the Apostle 

Paul's entire ministry, and life in Christ: "Not that I have already attained, or am already 

perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of 

me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those 

things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the 

goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  Therefore let us, as many as are 

mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 

Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be 

of the same mind" (Philip. 3:12-16)! 

 

AMEN!!! 

 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 


