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┼ Jeremiah 11:1-23 

(1)  The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, (2)  Hear ye the words 
of this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; (3)  And say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Cursed 
be the man that obeyeth not the words of this covenant, 
 

This chapter begins a new prophecy given to Jeremiah. The key word in it is that 
last word in verse 3, “covenant.” A covenant is an alliance, or a confederacy. It is 

similar to a contract, two parties enter into a binding agreement that one party 
promises to do something and the other party agrees to the terms or agrees to hold 
up their end of the agreement. In the Old Testament times when a covenant was 
made they would take an animal and split it in half and walk between the two halves 
as a sign of their covenant. If one broke the covenant it was understood that the 
same thing would happen to the covenant breaker. Covenants were for life. 
 

The first covenant we read of in the Bible that God made with man was the 
covenant with Noah before the flood: Genesis 6:17-18 And, behold, I, even I, do 

bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of 
life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. 18 But with 
thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy 
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 
 

The second covenant we read about was again with Noah but AFTER the flood. 
Genesis 9:8-9: And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, 9 And 

I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; Then 
God gave the promise of a rainbow as his everlasting covenant to never destroy all 
living things by flood again. Of course the homosexuals have perverted God’s 
rainbow to use as their symbol of sin. Don’t think that wasn’t on purpose. This 
second covenant is still binding and it was made to all mankind for all generations. 
 

The third covenant that God made was with Abraham, known as Abram at the time. 
God had called Abram out of the Ur of the Chaldees as we read in Genesis 12:1-3: 

1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:2 And I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 
 

Abraham obeyed God and the third covenant was made: Genesis 15:18:  In the 

same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I 
given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: This 
covenant was between God and Abram and his offspring. He continued this 
covenant with his son Isaac, then Isaac’s son Jacob whom God renamed Israel, 
and the covenant passed on to his descendants which were the Tribes of Israel, 
whom we know as the Jews.  
 

If there is one thing that every Jew knows about, it is about the covenant between 
them and God. They may not be able to tell you anything else about God or about 
the Scriptures but they can sure tell you about the covenant. This covenant is so 
strong that on May 14, 1948 Jewish state of Israel was constituted. The Jews have 
been under attack ever since. But they are in the land of God’s covenant. 

 

Here in Jeremiah 11 we find the weeping prophet delivering the Word of the Lord to 

the Children of Israel. It was a very dark day in the lives of God’s people. They had 
turned their backs on God and were worshiping false gods and bowing down to 
idols. They had broken their covenant. They knew what the covenant was; it was 
part of their heritage. Their parents and their grandparents relayed the covenant to 
them consistently. But that generation broke it.  
 

They knew the terms of the covenant, both the blessings and the curse of breaking 
it; He had made it very plain what He would do. I’m not going to read it tonight for 
time’s sake but jot down Leviticus 26 in your notes or beside these verses and then 

go home and read it and you will see what God said about the covenant.  
 

(4)  Which I commanded your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of the 
land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Obey my voice, and do them, 
according to all which I command you: so shall ye be my people, and I will be your 
God: (5) That I may perform the oath which I have sworn unto your fathers, to give 
them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this day. Then answered I, and said, 
So be it, O LORD. 
 

It was a continuance or renewal of the previous covenant that he had made with 
Abraham. This covenant was an agreement that He would be their God and they 
would be His people and they were to worship Him and Him alone and not bow 
down to false gods or idols or forsake Him. But, that is exactly what they did do. 
They broke their covenant with God. So now in this prophecy that He is giving 
Jeremiah, He announces his judgment on them for breaking it.  
 

Most likely this prophecy was in the earlier part of Jeremiah’s ministry as a prophet. 
We know that it was under King Josiah that the Book was found in the rubble in the 
Temple and brought to him to read. After Josiah read the Book and realized that his 
people had broken their covenant with God, he rent his clothes and then began a 
holy purging of the Land of Judah. You can read about it starting in 2 Kings 22. It 
happened in the 18th year of Josiah’s reign and we know in the first chapter of 
Jeremiah the Bible says that Jeremiah began prophesying in the 13th year of 
Josiah’s reign. So, 5-years into Jeremiah’s ministry was when the Book was found.  
 

 (6)  Then the LORD said unto me, Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah, 
and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Hear ye the words of this covenant, and do 
them.  (7)  For I earnestly protested unto your fathers in the day that I brought them 
up out of the land of Egypt, even unto this day, rising early and protesting, saying, 

Obey my voice. 
 

At this time, Jeremiah is living in his home town of Anathoth. He begins announcing 
God’s judgement upon the inhabitants of Judah. Everything he is saying is what 
God told him to say but they become extremely upset with him and make a plot to 
murder him, which we will read more about as we get further down in the chapter. 
Isn’t that just like people? Kill the messenger. That’s all Jeremiah was, a messenger 
for the LORD and they wanted to kill him for it. 
 

(8)  Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked every one in the 
imagination of their evil heart: therefore I will bring upon them all the words of this 
covenant, which I commanded them to do; but they did them not. 
 



The prophesy had been delivered and the people did not listen. They continued to 
do whatever they pleased. The Bible says that they walked in the “imagination of 
their evil heart.” That’s the way people are walking today as well. If can imagine it 
then he thinks he needs to do it. Every vile, twisted, black, disgusting act they can 
imagine.  
 

They broke their covenant with the LORD and because of it He is going to dole out 
repercussions.    
 

(9)  And the LORD said unto me, A conspiracy is found among the men of Judah, 
and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
 

He said “A conspiracy is found.” That word conspiracy means the same thing in 
English as it does in Greek, it is “a plot, a planned act of evil, a confederacy 
between two parties to do evil.”  
 

The people of Judah didn’t accidentally fall into sin or accidentally worship false 
idols and false gods, no, they planned it. It was a conspiracy to defy the LORD God.  
God finally had enough of their wickedness and idolatry and he told his Prophet, 
Jeremiah not to even pray for them: Jeremiah 11:14: Therefore pray not thou for 

this people, neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: for I will not hear them in the time 
that they cry unto me for their trouble. Wow, can you imagine that? The God of 
Heaven, the God of love, the God of mercy telling the preacher DON’T PRAY FOR 
THESE PEOPLE, I DON’T WANT TO HEAR IT AND I’M NOT GOING TO 
ANSWER ANY PRAYERS LIFTED UP FOR THEM. 
 

Listen, our God is longsuffering but if you continue to sin against him there comes a 
time when God says enough. For the Children of Israel living in Judah God finally 
said enough. I will not tolerate this idolatry and the breaking of my covenant.  
 

(10)  They are turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, which refused to 
hear my words; and they went after other gods to serve them: the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah have broken my covenant which I made with their fathers. 
(11)  Therefore thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will bring evil upon them, which they 
shall not be able to escape; and though they shall cry unto me, I will not hearken 
unto them. 
 

Listen, these people of Judah were living under one of the best King’s that they had 
ever had. God had given them a King by the name of Josiah. You may remember 
Josiah’s grandfather, King Manasseh which the Bible says had done wickedly 
above all that the Amorites did and that he had made Judah to sin with his idols.†  
 

And you may remember Josiah’s dad, King Amon, which the Bible says, “did evil in 
the sight of the LORD, as his father Manasseh did, and served idols as his father 
did, and forsook the Lord God.”‡ 
 

But Josiah was not like his daddy, or his granddaddy, he was a good King. He 
commanded that God’s House be repaired which resulted in the discovery of the 
Book of the Law of God’s commandments, which had been hidden in a wall. And 
after hearing God’s Word he went around tearing down all of the idols and 
abominable things that had been put up in Judah. And the Bible says this about 
Josiah: 2 Kings 23:25: And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned 

to the LORD with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, according 
to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose there any like him. 
 

So, the people of Judah had the best King they could possibly have. At that time, 
Judah had peace but that wasn’t enough for them. Worshiping God and being 
faithful and obedient to Him was not good enough for them because despite living in 
a good land with a good King they were still filthy black hearted sinners who loved 
the darkness! 
 

(12)  Then shall the cities of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and cry unto 
the gods unto whom they offer incense: but they shall not save them at all in the 
time of their trouble. (13)  For according to the number of thy cities were thy gods, O 
Judah; and according to the number of the streets of Jerusalem have ye set up 
altars to that shameful thing, even altars to burn incense unto Baal. 
 

When the Lord begins pouring his wrath and fury out on the inhabitants of Judah, 
instead of them running to Him and falling down at His feet and begging for His 
mercy, they run to their false gods. 
 

Hey, they weren’t just bowing down to one or two false gods or building altars and 
worshiping false idols in one or two places, the Bible says that they had a god for 
every city and an altar on every street in Jerusalem. The Land of Judah was 

completely given over to idol worship.  
 

(14)  Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: 
for I will not hear them in the time that they cry unto me for their trouble. 
 

And there is that terrible phrase again; “pray not thou for this people.” This phrase is 
used 3 times in the Bible and all 3 times are found in the Book of Jeremiah: 
 

Jeremiah 7:16 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer 

for them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee. 
 

Jeremiah 11:14 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or 
prayer for them: for I will not hear them in the time that they cry unto me for their 
trouble. 
 

Jeremiah 14:11 Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for this people for their 

good. 
 

To think that the LORD would forbid someone to pray. But it is true. Again, you can 
push God so far until He says enough.  
 

(15)  What hath my beloved to do in mine house, seeing she hath wrought lewdness 

with many, and the holy flesh is passed from thee? when thou doest evil, then thou 
rejoicest. 
 

The wording used here is much like we read throughout the Bible when the LORD 
refers to his people in a loving husband and wife relationship. He calls them “my 
beloved,” and that is how the LORD sees them but they have forsaken him. They 
have committed spiritual adultery. He is no longer their husband, he has divorced 
them ,this is implied in Jeremiah 7:34  Then will I cause to cease from the cities of 

Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of mirth, and the voice of 
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride: for the land shall 

be desolate. Because they have brought their lewdness into the House of God and 

have used the meat offerings that are meant to be for the LORD in worshiping their 
false gods, they no longer have the marriage relationship. 

 



 

(16)  The LORD called thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with 
the noise of a great tumult he hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches of it are 
broken. 
 

When the LORD brought them into the Land of Canaan he blessed them and they 
nourished like a green olive tree, but now because of their wickedness he is going 
to hew them down and burn them.  
 

(17)  For the LORD of hosts, that planted thee, hath pronounced evil against thee, 
for the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of Judah, which they have done 
against themselves to provoke me to anger in offering incense unto Baal. 
 

The Lord is very clear on why he is allowing this to happen to them. He specifically 
states that they provoked him to anger in offering incense to Baal. No one could 
question what the Lord was angry about. They are guilty and they know it.  
 

(18)  And the LORD hath given me knowledge of it, and I know it: then thou 
shewedst me their doings. (19)  But I was like a lamb or an ox that is brought to the 
slaughter; and I knew not that they had devised devices against me, saying, Let us 
destroy the tree with the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off from the land of the 
living, that his name may be no more remembered. 
 

Here in these verses we find that Jeremiah has learned from the LORD that the 
people in Anathoth have made plans to murder him. Jeremiah says he “was like a 
lamb.” That is very familiar wording isn’t it? The Lord Jesus is often referred to as a 
lamb, a sacrificial lamb. Isaiah said this in the prophecy of the Messiah, Jesus: 
Isaiah 53:7: He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: 

he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
 

Jeremiah is often compared to the Lord Jesus as a type of Christ. There are many 
similarities in their message and the way they were treated. There were many Jews 
that believed that Jesus was Jeremiah incarnate. We find that in the Gospel of 
Matthew 16:13-16: When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he 

asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14 And 
they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I 

am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. 
 

Jeremiah’s own countrymen want to kill him. Not just kill him but wipe his name from 
the face of the earth never to be remembered again.  
 

(20)  But, O LORD of hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest the reins and the 
heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I revealed my cause. 
 

Some people mistakenly think in this verse that Jeremiah is lashing out in the flesh 
wanting to see his enemies punished, as kind of a payback. But, that is not what 
Jeremiah is doing. He is asking the LORD to judge them righteously. All Jeremiah is 
interested in is that the LORD receive justice for the way He has been wronged. It’s 
a holy, righteous judgment, not one of mean spirited or revengeful justice.  
 

He hands it all over to the Lord instead of taking it upon himself to seek retribution 
for the plot to murder him. That’s what we need to do more in our personal lives, 

hand things over to the Lord and let him take care of things. We mess everything up. 
We allow our flesh and pride to guide our actions. We need to let the Lord take it. 
 

(21)  Therefore thus saith the LORD of the men of Anathoth, that seek thy life, 
saying, Prophesy not in the name of the LORD, that thou die not by our hand: 
(22)  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I will punish them: the young 
men shall die by the sword; their sons and their daughters shall die by famine: 
(23)  And there shall be no remnant of them: for I will bring evil upon the men of 
Anathoth, even the year of their visitation. 
 

So obviously Jeremiah was being threatened. The men of Anathoth had told him to 
quit prophesying in the name of the LORD or else they would take his life. The 
LORD promises He will punish those that rose up against His Prophet. The LORD is 
going to do to them what they said they would do to Jeremiah. Wipe them out of 
rememberance. 

                                                 
† 2 Kings 21:11-12 
‡ 2 Kings 21:19-24 


