
Revelation Lesson 48
Sardis: The Lifeless Church (Expectation)

Revelation 3:2  Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I
have not found thy works perfect before God.

Last  week  we  observed  that  Christ  saw  things  in  the  Church  at  Sardis  that  were  worth
condemning. Now He offers some expectations to the congregation. We noticed the second half of
verse 2 and also covered verse 4. Tonight we resume the first part of verse 2 and also we see the
Lords's strong remarks in the following verse. Notice His first words are:

Be watchful,  -  Bro.  Watie  says that this  is  “continuous action.” That  word for  “watchful”  is
GREGOREUO [G1127] and literally means “to watch” (see? What you have in the King James
English  is  correct!)  The  underlying  metaphor  is:  “to  take  heed  lest  through  remission  and
indolence some destructive calamity suddenly overtake one” Thus Waite says: “In our church we
must watch. That's why we have our literature rack with all kinds of things to watch about. There
are various issues of the churches and things we ought to continue to watch.” 

This is why you hear certain things from the Pulpit here at Danieltown Baptist Church that you're
probably not gonna hear most other places. It ain't because of Creighton Lovelace, it's because
we're in the Word and watching. Let's here from another Man of God, the late Oliver B. Greene
put it this way: “We are to occupy until He comes. We are not to sleep as others do....we are to be
alert. Watching and praying go hand in hand as having to do with the Lord's Return (Mark 13:33).
Watching and praying are Siamese twins when it comes to winning in the Christian conflict, and
being an overcomer (Eph. 6:18).”

In mentioning “watching and praying” Greene is  alluding to Jesus'  Return in  Matthew 24:42
“Watch therefore:  for  ye  know not  what  hour your  Lord doth  come.”  and the hour  of  Jesus'
betrayal in Matthew 26:41  “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

The Apostle  Paul states that early Christians were to continually WATCH – BE ALERT! - BE
AWAKE, ON THE LOOKOUT FOR DANGER! See: 1 Corinthians 16:13, 1 Thessalonians 5:6 and 2
Timothy 4:5. If we are asleep in the Church, how do we expect for the sleeping spiritually dead to
awaken!!??  This  is  why we MUST HAVE REVIVAL! The late  preacher Ian Paisley  said:  “The
church of Jesus Christ is largely sleeping, like a great bedroom and you have all the Christians in
bed and they’re all sleeping ... and they’re saying "Please, don't wake me up! I want to sleep on!"
And of course when God starts to operate a revival people cannot sleep, you can't sleep in church
when the Spirit of God awakes the people. "Awake! Awake! Put on strength!" Wake up! You're
sleepy Christians! Awake thou that sleepeth, Arise from the dead! Christ will give you life!”  If we
find ourselves having pulled a Rip Van Winkle (fallen asleep at our post) what are we to do?
SECEDE!! 2 Corinthians 6:17 “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,”

Waite warns us: “Watch. Open your eyes and see: Modernism (what Evangelist Brian Rome calls
the Modern Liberal Church) apostasy, herest and compromise do NOT come overnight. [All those
things come about gradually] That's what New Evangelicalism was called in 1948. [Those folks
don't want to secede] They don't want to be separatists from apostasy any more. They're going to
try to win those apostates over and go in with them. That's not God's way!” That just goes to show
another reason why we here at Danieltown Baptist Church seceded in 2005 from the Southern
Baptist Convention – for many therein are asleep!! Why go look at the Mormons – the so called
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints – the largest number of converts to Mormonism from



a Mainline Christian denomination – come from guess who? The Southern Baptists! This would
not be happening if our friends were BEING WATCHFUL!!! There is apostasy and heresy on the
rise in  ALL mainline,  mainstream Christian (real  or so-called) denominations in  these  united
States today! So God give us WATCHFUL CHRISTIANS, PASTORS AND CHURCHES!

Greene said: “I wonder how many Christians we have today who are alert – watching and praying
– really looking and longing for the return of the Lord? There is no New Testament truth that will
so stir a church and keep it clean as will the truth of the Lord's [imminent] return. They who
believe in the imminent return of the Lord live zealous, pure lives [as per] 1 John 3:2-3  Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”

Finally this meaning of “Be[ing] watchful” has application to the “Sardian Era” of church history.
Tim LaHaye says: The are to “Wake up!” For this “...points [to] a serious deficiency in the teaching
of the Reformation leaders.  The word our Lord uses here...indicate[s] the attitude of life  that
should characterize His children in view of His promised return. The most serious deficiency in
the Reformation teachings was that they lacked instruction in Bible prophecy and separation.
Prophetically instructed Christians are more apt to be separated consecrated Christians than those
unaware of the promises of our Lord's second coming.” Waite says: “We need to watch IN ALL
THINGS lest apostasy and compromise come in. We have to watch for wolves in sheep's clothing
in our churches, as well as those that are without, trying to damage the cause of the Lord Jesus
Christ. We must also watch in our own hearts, lest our hearts become cold and we compromise
truth.”

So how do you live? With an attitude that you can “get away with this sin since nobody's around”
or are you expecting company ANY SECOND. People – many saved people – lapse into untold
sins while they “think they are alone” never remembering the Word of the Lord that He is 1.) With
us  and  2.)  Coming  back  for  us  at  any  moment.  Seems  that  sometimes  we  would  not
say/do/look/listen/etc. Some of the things we do if we KNEW we would have our spouse, child,
friend, co-worker, church member, etc. with us yet we do such things even while our Unseen Lord
is in our heart, mind and soul right there with us – no doubt grieved with our thoughts & deeds.

The dear old man of God Leonard Ravenhill said: “And there's no room for Him (Jesus) in the inn.
He  got  a  bit  older,  there  was  no  room  in  His  family,  His  family  turned  on  Him.
He  went  to  the  temple,  no  room  in  the  temple,  the  temple  turned  on  Him.
And  when  He  died  there  was  no  room  to  bury  Him,  He  died  outside  of  the  city.
Well  why  in  God's  Name  do  you  expect  to  be  accepted  everywhere?
How is it that the world couldn't get on with the holiest Man that ever lived and can get on with
you and me? Are we compromised? Have we no spiritual stature? Have we no righteousness that
reflects on their corruption?” 

and strengthen – Now, not only are the folks at Sardis to WATCH, BE ALERT, but they are told
to STRENGTHEN some things (more on those in a moment). What is this word strengthen? We
are informed by D. A. Waite that the word strengthen “is also in the present tense.” It is the word
STERIZO (STAY-REE-ZOH) (G4741)  and it  has three  basic meanings:  “To make stable,  place
firmly,  set  fast,  fix,  to  strengthen (um yep that's  what  my Bible  says!),  make  firm,  to  render
constant and confirm (one's mind).” Waite says: “This church may be off-base, but they are to
strengthen, establish, hold onto and make firm the things that are good and that do remain in
their church. We ought to keep sound doctrinal things as well.”



LaHaye  said  (in  applying  this  to  the  historical  (and  present)  Church  Eras  of  history):  “This
evidently refers to the need for strengthening the good doctrinal teachings of the early days of the
Reformation, which were limited to salvation by faith, the total depravity of the human race and
the authority of the Word of God.” That Word of God – the King James Bible which was the
ultimate fruit of that struggle against the tyrannical forces of the Catholic church and all its Papal
nonsense is supreme for us. Without the authority of the Word of God what would be have? The
strength of sinful, fallen man.

Now, if we are to watch (and pray) we SHOULD be strengthened. But by Whom? Well David said
in Psalms 31:24 “Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the
LORD.” That's HOW we strengthen. It's not by OUR POWER, but God's – for God to strengthen,
we have to allow Him access in our lives in order to work! So it tells us in Philippians 4:13 “I can
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” So what shall we allow God to strengthen? 

the things which remain, - What are these things? They are:
• We take courage, He strengthens our Heart

◦ Remember the reference in Psalm 31:24.
• We put on the whole armour – He allows us to stand in His might.

◦ Ephesians 6:10-11  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might.  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil.

• We have to have to be grounded in the truth – He gives us strength in His grace.
◦ 2 Timothy 2:1-3  Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

2  And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.  3  Thou therefore endure
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

◦ We have to be grounded in the Truth of the OLD PATHS! Recall: Jeremiah 6:16  Thus
saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will
not walk therein.

that are ready to die – Have you ever noticed a Church that was on fire for God and then it
“died” out? Recall this church had “a name” that it was alive – but Christ gave the report – they
were actually dead. 

It seems their Courage was almost dead, their “living armour of God” was almost dead, and them
holding to and showing the grace of God was all almost dead in the Church at Sardis. Remember
dead can strike  quickly  in  life,  but  usually  when the  devil  tries  to  bring that  great  “death of
spiritual slumber” to God's people that compromise and apostasy is gradual and slow. 
 
Revivalist Duncan Campbell said in The Lewis Revival (in the Parish of Barvas) and the Hebrides
Revival of 1964: “When God stepped down, suddenly, men and women all over the parish were
gripped by the fear of God. The moment that that happened in the barn, a power was let loose in
Barvas that shook the whole of Lewis. God stepped down. The Holy Ghost began to move among
the people and the minister writing about what happened on the following morning said this:
'You met God on meadow and moorland, you met Him in the homes of the people. God seemed to
be everywhere.'  What was that? Revival! Not of evangelists, not of special effort, not anything at
all organized on the basis of human endeavor. But an awareness of God that gripped the whole
community so much so that work stopped. You know that the drinking house was closed that
night, never been opened since. The men who used to drink there and spend the evening there are
now praying in our prayer meeting. It is because they enter into the fullness! It was because the



people  of  Lewis  grasped  that  truth  that  we  can  say  today  we  know  practically  nothing  of
backsliding from that gracious movement of years ago.” 

Some 60 years prior in Wales the same power of God was loosed in a year long Revival that led to
around 100,000 folks getting saved. Today sadly, many of those Welsh churches are gone or have
shut down, same thing in Lewis some of those churches that saw God at work in the late 50s and
60s that teemed with 200-300 to 600-700 people or more begging for God to save them or to
cleanse them from sin today only see around 10 coming to church. The words of Christ ring true
beloved. In a time of 60 years Great Britain saw a great move of the Holy Ghost's work in Revival,
then 60 years later another great move and then 60 years later those churches are “ready to die.”
How can they be revived? They must WAKE UP and be WATCHFUL and then put on strength
they must be STRENGTHENED in the Lord. We are out of time, so next week we shall observe
verse 3.


