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To Ponder . . . 

Questions to ponder as you prepare to hear from Hebrews 6:13-20. 

1. Why did God make an oath when He gave a promise to
Abraham?

2. List several examples of hopelessness in your culture.

3. What is the Christian’s anchor of hope?

4. How many of God’s promises can you recall?

LET GOD BE TRUE
Hebrews 6:13-20

We live in an uncertain day in which it is not unusual for an
anchor at a national news company to be dismissed because he or she
has been caught in a lie. Our president, the one man above all who
should set an example for the rest of the country, has been caught in
numerous lies. Heads of state make claims that cannot be verified and
in fact are proven false by the evidence. Scientists who are held in
high esteem as the bright minds of the age insist that the earth is
heating up and causing global warming. But then when it is revealed
that they fudged the temperature data, they change the moniker  of
their ideology to climate change. The public knew all along that
global warming was a lie. Teachers and publishers rewrite history to
fit with their ideology. But one day the student grows up and
discovers the truth which then causes the student to become cynical
toward all teachers. Judges and politicians preach that ending a
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child’s life through abortion is acceptable. They tell us that marriage
cannot be reserved for one man and one woman. But something in the
American conscience knows that they are lying.

Many years ago I met a young man from the former Soviet
Union. He confessed to me that it is difficult to live in a culture where
lying is the norm. He bemoaned the fact that it is hard to maintain a
relationship with someone who you suspect is lying or who will not
hesitate to lie when it is convenient. The American culture is there
now. 

So who can we trust? Paul said that we can trust God. In his
letter to the Christians in Rome, he argued that the Jews had a great
advantage because God gave them the Scriptures. Then what
advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? Much
in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles
of God. What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify
the faithfulness of God? By no means! Let God be true though every
one were a liar, as it is written, “That you may be justified in your
words, and prevail when you are judged” (Romans 3:1-4).

Satan knows that this is an unchanging reality. God is true to
His Word. Remember that Satan brought sin into the world by
causing Eve to doubt the veracity of God’s Word. Satan’s attack has
not wavered from that time thousands of years ago until today. The
Bible is always under attack. Satan and his workers never rest as they
seek to erode confidence in the Word of God. While the brilliant
religious minds of the day declare that the Bible is a loose collection
of inaccurate traditions, we must maintain confidence in what God
has said.

The Bible as it was originally given in the Old Testament
writings and the New Testament manuscripts is forever settled in
heaven. God’s Word is not going to change. We can be confident that
He has preserved it in many languages so that we can know what God
has said. Knowing what God has said, we must rest confidently that
He will keep His Word. Let God be true even though at times it
appears that everyone else is a liar. 

Abraham Trusted God’s Word (vv.13-15).
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God gave His Word to Abraham. He promised to bless and
multiply Abraham. The author of this letter pointed out that event in
the simple phrase, For when God made a promise to Abraham,
(v.13a). The reason behind the promise was God’s grace. God
graciously gave a promise to Abraham. He didn’t deserve or earn
God’s promise any more than we do. Abraham was not living in a
Christian home, attending church each Sunday, and singing in the
choir. His father and family were pagans who worshiped false gods.
But God sought out this one man and made him one of the most
important men in history.

If we read through the first recorded promise God gave to
Abraham, we discover that it was seven fold. Now the LORD said to
Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that I will show you.  And I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:1-3).

Notice that God promised to make a great nation out of
Abraham (v.2). He promised to bless Abraham (v.2), and we can only
imagine how broad that blessing would be. God promised to make a
great name of Abraham (v.2). Because of God’s blessing on
Abraham, He was also able to promise that Abraham would then be
a blessing to others (v.2). Furthermore, God promised that  He would
bless those who blessed Abraham (v.3). The antithesis to that part of
the promise was that God will also curse those who curse Abraham
(v.3). Ultimately, God promised that all the people on earth will be
blessed because of Abraham (v.3). We know that this part of the
blessing is fulfilled through Jesus Christ who was born in Abraham’s
lineage. 

In short, God promised to bless this mere man and multiply his
posterity: saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you” (v.14).

How did Abraham know that this amazing promise would come
to pass? God guaranteed His promise by His own character.  Since he
had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself (v.13b).
In whom or what would God anchor, guarantee His promise? Nothing
in the world is greater than the Creator who created all things. No one
in the world is greater than God. Therefore, God must anchor His
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promise in His eternal, unchanging character. This would be the only
fitting foundation on which to place the promise. Though all people
and all things change, He never changes. James pointed out, Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change (James 1:17). 

This means that as long as God endures, His Word endures.
Abraham could trust God’s promise as far as He trusted God Himself.
When we read the Bible, we read the Word of God that is as
changeless as God Himself. Why would we not be interested in such
an enduring Word? Why would we consider the promises of eternity
of lesser value than passing things? Does our neglect of God’s Word
indicate a low view of God? It most certainly does.

The promise was great, but what good is a promise if it is never
applied or obtained? Abraham obtained the promise. And thus
Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise (v.15). Yes,
he obtained what God promised, but he had to wait patiently which
is the kind of thing we hate to do. Consider how patient Abraham
was. We know from Stephen’s sermon in Acts 7:2 that in some
fashion God appeared to Abraham while he still lived with his father
Terah in Mesopotamia. Apparently, in light of God’s meeting with
Abraham, he and his father left Ur (Mesopotamia) and headed for
Canaan. But as the story goes, they ended up staying in Heran for
many years (Genesis 11:32). Finally Abraham’s father, Terah, died
and at that time God called Abraham specifically to go to the land He
promised to give to Abraham’s multiplied offspring (Genesis 12:1-9).
By this time Abraham was 75. That’s patience.

A few years later, God narrowed the promise of a multitude to
the promise of a particular son to continue Abraham’s line . . . .and
Abe waited (Genesis 15). He was still waiting for fulfillment of the
promise when he was 99. That’s great patience. Abraham’s time line
indicates that from the time God first called him to leave Ur until
Isaac was born was 100 years.

Yes, we do know that during the time of waiting and patience,
Abraham ran ahead of God occasionally. He went to Egypt, instead
of trusting God’s promise to care for him, where he lied about Sarah
being his wife. He had illicit sex with his wife’s servant in order to
help provide God’s promise. Nevertheless, Abraham’s willingness to
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offer Isaac as a sacrifice proved his mature and deep faith in God’s
promise to provide.

Before we are tempted to chide Abraham for his occasional
lapse of faith, we might do well to consider how patient we are. God
promises to care for us and protect us like the apple of His eye. And
yet we work and worry ourselves into a frazzle trying to do what God
promised to do. How many religious people work feverishly in an
attempt to gain the salvation that God has promised freely? It is so
much better for us to read the Bible in order to familiarize ourselves
with God’s promises and then rest content in His Word.

Abraham waited patiently and he did obtain that for which he
waited. He rejoiced at the birth of Isaac. He lived long enough to see
Jacob and Esau. One son and two grandsons is not exactly a multitude
like the stars of the sky. But Abraham died believing that this was
only the beginning of God fulfilling His Word of promise. Abraham
is a great illustration of what trusting God’s Word looks like. But
now we move on to the greater application of the principle of trusting
what God promises to do.

We Can Trust God’s Promise of Salvation (vv.16-20).

These five verses comprise one long sentence in the Greek text.
It is one great sentence of hope. Here we learn that God has
confirmed His promise to us (vv.16-18). He not only gives us
amazing promises, but He Himself establishes the guarantee. God
confirming His promise with an oath is actually the common practice
among people. The author pointed out, For people swear by
something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath
is final for confirmation (v.16). 

In this text, we discover that God compared the oath He made
to Abraham with the practice of men making oaths to guarantee their
word. They swear by something greater than themselves. That is a
true picture in the Bible. Abraham swore on the name of God because
that is greatest of all. But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have
lifted my hand to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of heaven
and earth” (Genesis 14:22). Subsequently the supreme oath in Israel
became, “As the Lord lives.” We find that formula in the Old
Testament about fifty times. Therefore, to make an oath in God’s
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name and then not keep it was tantamount to breaking the command
not to take God’s name in vain. Even in the pagan Greek and Roman
cultures people swore by God or a king or by the emperor’s name.

The purpose of God’s oath was two-fold. First, it confirmed
what was said. Everyone involved in hearing or receiving this oath
should conclude that what God promised by oath was absolutely
certain. Therefore everyone could count on it coming to pass. Second,
this oath from God ended all argument. Whatever dispute was
concluded by an oath was over. The opposing parties had to agree
even if they didn’t like it. When the oath was taken, there was no
need for further evidence, debate, or disputes.

People still make oaths like this. We witness oaths being taken
or made regularly in everyday life. When a person is about to be
seated on the witness stand in our courtrooms, they place their hand
on the Bible and swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth so help them God. Then they proceed to lie and hope
they don’t get caught. They fear that to be exposed as a liar will result
in a charge of perjury, but they are not concerned in the least that God
in heaven is witness to them invoking His name vainly. Every four
years we watch a mere human take an oath before the people and God
to uphold the constitution. How sad to watch a president act as
though there is no God and he made no promise as he proceeds to
dismantle the very document he promised to uphold. 

Unlike fickle men, God’s character makes His confirmation
more binding. So when God desired to show more convincingly to the
heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he
guaranteed it with an oath (v.17). When God took an oath on His
own name, there should be no doubt that He will keep His word.  In
reality, God did not need to take an oath when He made promise to
Abraham. His character speaks for itself and has proven throughout
man’s history to be dependable. But in order to convince the heirs of
the promise, God guaranteed His promise with an oath.

The heirs of the promise are benefitted by God showing His
character more convincingly. But who are the heirs of the promise?
First, and most obviously, God gave the promise  to Abraham’s
posterity, the Jews. But they by and large have rejected God’s
promise. More important to us is that God’s promise is given to us
who are Abraham’s spiritual seed. The heirs of the promise then are
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the Christians who received this letter called “Hebrews.” But more
so, they were simply like us, who like Abraham, believe God, take
God at His Word, and God counts that faith to us as righteousness.
Paul explained, Just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted
to him as righteousness”? Know then that it is those of faith who are
the sons of Abraham (Galatians 3:6-7). We who trust Jesus Christ for
salvation are the heirs to the promise.

What did God do in taking this oath? He gave undeniable proof
that His purpose is unchanging. God promised Abraham eternal life
in exchange for faith in God’s Word. God offers us eternal life in
exchange for us clinging to His Word in faith. Already, the author of
this letter has pointed out that there were people who met in the
assembly of Christians, heard God’s Word preached, saw the effect
of the Holy Spirit using God’s Word, but rejected God’s promises
(6:1-8). The promise did not fail because God didn’t keep His Word.
The promise stood and the people failed.

We who trust what God said, can rest confidently in the fact that
He will do what He said. Our eternal hope is built on and rests on the
rock of God’s faithfulness to His promise. So Paul introduced himself
to Titus with these words of promise: Paul, a servant of God and an
apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God’s elect and
their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, in hope
of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages
began (Titus 1:1-2).

We can hold fast to the promise. The author of this letter put it,
So that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God
to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement
to hold fast to the hope set before us (v.18). We have encouragement
in two unchanging things. It is not just a promise, but this is God’s
promise. Second, it is a promise with an oath resting on God’s
character.

God’s promise is guaranteed by the fact that it is impossible for
Him to lie. It is not that God does not lie or even that He has never
lied. God cannot lie. It is impossible for God to lie. Can we even
comprehend that reality in light of the world in which we live and the
flesh in which we live?

Comprehended or not, we who have fled to God have strong
encouragement to hold fast. We are the ones who have fled to God.
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We flee to God when we recognize our sins against God and confess
our sins because we believe His promise that if we confess our sins
He is faithful and justified to forgive us (1 John 1:9). All other
conditions will leave people hopeless and without encouragement.

We have a hope set before us. Our is not a “hope so” or “think
so” or “I have my fingers crossed” kind of wishing. We have settled
confidence about eternal life. We have something that most people in
our world do not have. Cam Harris, in a recent blog, referred to his
generation as the hopeless generation. He pointed out that half of the
unemployed in America are under the age of thirty-four. Added to
that is the fact that 40% of recent college graduates are working a job
they did not prepare for and which they do not like. Then there is the
fact that they stand to inherit a 20 trillion dollar national debt, with
social security and medicaid guaranteed to be bankrupt by the time
they are forty. Then there is unbridled immigration, lack of respect
for authority and the constant threat of terrorist attacks.
(camharris.us/march 2015).

No wonder that in 2007, 8.5 million Americans were being
treated for depression. And most researchers conclude that only half
the people who are clinically depressed are being treated. That might
explain why one million Americans per year attempt suicide and why
suicide is the second leading cause of death in fifteen to twenty-four
year-olds. We live in a hopeless generation in a hopeless world
because our culture as a whole has written off God’s Word and run
away from their only hope. Our world has rejected the promises of
God guaranteed in Jesus Christ! Therefore, we who have great hope
in God’s Word will definitely appear to be odd to our culture.

We do indeed rejoice in a secure hope. God’s gift of salvation
is as sure as our eternal Savior (vv.19-20). Our hope is an anchor of
the soul. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a
hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain (v.19). The
verse draws a picture of the old system of worship in Israel. The
people knew that the temple is where they could find God. But only
the priests could go into the holy place where there was the lamp
stand, the table of show bread, and the altar of incense. That area was
like an expression of the world in which the priests represented God
to the people and the people to God. Beyond the holy place was the
holy of holies where only the high priest could go once each year
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with the blood of the atonement for the sins of the people. In the holy
of holies was the ark of the covenant with the mercy seat on top of it.
The mercy seat represented the very presence of God for the people.

That same picture holds a wonderful promise for us. We live in
the turbulent world represented as being outside of or separated from
the peace of God. But, we who live in the turbulent world have an
anchor cast for us into the holy of holies. Our security is lodged in the
mercy seat behind the curtain, which we cannot see. The picture gets
even better than that. 

Our anchor is set fast in Jesus Christ. The real holy of holies is
where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become
a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek (v.20). He sits in
the presence of the Father because He has finished the work. Jesus
our Savior is the high priest who serves like Melchizedek. He has
gone into the holy of holies in heaven. He has taken His blood into
the very presence of God in the throne room in heaven. He is our
anchor. We live in a very turbulent and unsure world. But we are
secure because we have thrown the rope into heaven by faith in Jesus
Christ. We are attached to the anchor that is fixed forever in the
presence of the heavenly Father who has declared us justified.

The catacomb of Priscilla is a famous tourist spot in Rome. It
dates back to the late 2  through 4  centuries and is named for thend th

Priscilla of the early Christian church, the wife of Aquila. The
catacomb is decorated with paintings of many Christian symbols, but
there is one symbol that is significant and repetitive. Painted on the
walls of the catacomb are no less than 60 anchors. We have an anchor
that keeps the soul.  

As we come to the end of this text about our confidence in Jesus
Christ, it is fitting for us to close with Paul’s promise to the
Christians in Rome. 

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us,
who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him
graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died – more than
that, who was raised – who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us
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from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or
sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being
killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord
(Romans 8:31-39).
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