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John 3.31-36 

The Infinite Superiority Of Jesus Christ 

 

Aim: to see the infinite superiority of Christ and to receive His testimony that God is true! 

 

Scripture Reading: John 3.31-36 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

Over the years I have attended and performed many funerals.  And although funerals can be one 

of the most difficult times for a family and for friends, one of the sweetest moments during a 

funeral service and even throughout the wake of a funeral is when people give a eulogy of the 

person‟s life that has passed on.  To have someone stand publicly before the people and give a 

beautiful account of that person‟s life is truly a touching moment.  The way people live truly 

impacts other people‟s lives in a pretty profound way.  And those eulogies are a remarkable 

means of God‟s grace to those who remember their loved one who is no longer with them. 

 

1 Peter 1.3 says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born 

again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead.” 
 

The word blessed in the original language is where we get our English word eulogy from.  And 

the Holy Spirit through the Apostle Peter is publicly eulogizing God the Father.  He is publicly 

praising God the Father.  He is giving public adoration to God the Father for His great mercy 

through Jesus Christ that has caused us to be born again. 

 

A eulogy is a public testimony of praise for who someone is, how much they mean to us and how 

much they have made an impression on our lives personally.  And this is what we see in 1 Peter 

1.3 from the Apostle Peter and this is what we have been considering over the last week with 

John the Baptist.  Last week John the Baptist was giving his last testimony of the Person of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Today we come to the close of John‟s eulogy…his last public testimony regarding Jesus Christ.   
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We learned last week that John schooled his disciples in how he related to Jesus Christ.  He 

schooled them on where he stood in relationship to Jesus and His ministry.  John was nothing 

without the benevolence of a gracious gift from heaven.  He was but the friend of the 

Bridegroom and not the Bridegroom.  He only came to prepare and to show the bride the way to 

her Groom.  This was John‟s relationship to Jesus Christ.  He was nothing and Christ was 

everything. 

 

So now as John the Baptist fades into the background his last words, his last eulogy if you will of 

Jesus Christ, is one of the most beautiful and powerful passages of Scripture that is often 

forgotten regarding Jesus Christ.  

 

Let‟s read it together….John 3.31-36 

 

Title: The Infinite Superiority Of Jesus Christ 

Aim: to see the infinite superiority of Christ and to receive His testimony that God is true!  

 

The Infinite Superiority Of Christ (v.31) 
 

In verses 31 through 36 we are reading John the Baptist‟s last words and testimony regarding 

Jesus Christ.  John‟s last testimony, his last witness is to speak of the high and exalted position 

and authority of Jesus Christ over all.  So John is teaching his disciples in his last testimony.  

He‟s teaching them truth and the great doctrine of the Divine Person of Jesus Christ.  You simply 

cannot get any clearer of John‟s position in relationship to Jesus than what he has already said in 

John chapter 1 and now here in verse 31.  Listen to him explain the high and exalted position of 

Jesus… 

 

John 1.27 “It is He who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I 

am not worthy to untie.” 

 

John 1.30 “This is He on behalf of whom I said, „After me comes a 

Man who has a higher rank thank I, for He existed before me.” 

 

John 3.31 “He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the 

earth is from the earth and speaks of the earth.  He who comes from 

heaven is above all. 
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John in his last testimony is both teaching his disciples and proclaiming the glories of Jesus‟ 

deity.  He simply will not allow his disciples to misunderstand who Jesus is and who John is in 

relationship to Jesus.  He has already told them, “I am not the Christ…Behold the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world” these words fill up John‟s last words regarding Jesus to his 

disciples.   

 

So he says about Jesus in verse 31 that “He who comes from above is above all…”  J.C. Ryle 

says that in this sentence John the Baptist asserts the infinite superiority of Christ over himself or 

any other child of Adam, and whatever office he may fill.  Christ is “from above”.  He is not 

merely man, but He is God.  He came from heaven when He took our nature on Him and was 

born.  As God, he is as far above all His ministers and servants as the Creator is above the 

creature.” 

 

Jesus has come from above.  He is divine.  He is heavenly.  He is eternal.  He is God.  We have 

already learned what above means.  In John 3.3 Jesus tells Nicodemus “you must be born 

again or born from above.”  Above means from a higher place.  Where Jesus is from is above 

and higher than any place on earth.  He is from above.  He is from that which is higher and 

altogether other than anything we know of here on earth.   

 

As John the Apostle records John the Baptist‟s words of Jesus‟ heavenly abode here in verse 

31…do you think it may have reminded the Apostle John of what he has already recorded? 

 

John 1.1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All 

things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing 

came into being that has come into being.  In Him was life, and the life 

was the Light of men.” 
 

How much do you think John the Baptist‟s words impacted his former disciple John who now is 

following hard after Christ and is spreading His name, fame and glory for all to see, so that all 

will believe and all to behold?  This Jesus, John says, “comes from above”, He is altogether 

other worldly.   
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Therefore since Jesus comes from above…He is above all! 

 

So Jesus is as the Apostle Paul said in Ephesians 1.21 he is “far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come.” 

 

Jesus is infinitely superior above and over all; everyone!  He out ranks every single person and 

creature.  For He is the Creator of every person and creature. 

 

But now John in verse 31 refers back to himself when he says, “he who is of the earth is from 

the earth and speaks of the earth.”  Listen, this is the only comparison that John will allow 

anyone to make between him and Jesus.  Jesus is from above and is above all and I am from 

the earth made from dust of the earth by the One who is from above and above all.   

 

John is teaching his disciples that there is nothing within himself that even comes close to 

comparing him to Jesus.  Jesus is far superior to anything that I am.  He is from above and I am 

of the earth.  John the Baptist understood it like the Apostle Paul wrote about it in: 

 

1 Corinthians 15.47-49 “The first man is from the earth, earthy; the 

second man is from heaven.  As is the earthy, so also are those who 

are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly.  

Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the 

image of the heavenly.”  
 

John knew where he was from.  He was from the earth in Adam as Adam was made from the 

dust of the earth.  He knew where Jesus was from.  He was from above, He was from heaven 

and therefore He was above all.   

 

So the only comparison that John will allow anyone to make between the two is that Jesus is 

from above and John is of the earth.  As a matter of fact I am so of the earth compared to Him 

who is from above that everything that I even speak in comparison to what Jesus speaks is of 

the earth.  Jesus is so superior to me that even my best words compared to His words are 

earthly; they are dust, they are from the ground.  You can‟t get any lower then dirt.  Only the 

One who comes from above can make my words heavenly.  I receive nothing unless it has 

been given to me from heaven. 
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So in verse 31 when John says that he „speaks of the earth‟ he is basically saying that the things 

that I say in comparison to the things that Jesus says is heaven and earth apart.  Ryle says 

“Compared to the teaching of Him who came from heaven, it was earthly.  A candle compared 

to darkness is light; but the same candle compared to the sun is a poor dim spark.” 

 

This is the superiority of Christ above and over John.  He is but a poor dim spark to the light of 

the Son of God shining in the earth.  John testifies, eulogizes of the infinite superiority of Christ 

above all.   

 

John also says that Jesus testifies as well…. 

 

Jesus‟ Heavenly Testimony (v.32) 

 

“What He has seen and heard, of that He testifies; and no one receives 

His testimony.” 
 

We will learn more a little bit later in John that everything that Jesus sees and everything that 

Jesus hears from His heavenly Father is what Jesus does and what Jesus says here on earth in 

His earthly ministry.  But quickly listen to what Jesus says in: 

 

John 5.19 “…„Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of 

Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever 

the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.” 
 

John 12.49-50 “For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself 

who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak.  I 

know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak 

just as the Father has told Me.” 
 

So John says that Jesus testifies of what Jesus has seen and Jesus testifies of what Jesus has 

heard from the Father.  And later on in the Gospel of John Jesus unpacks this truth from John 

and says I do what I see the Father doing and I speak of what I hear the Father saying.  So 

Jesus‟ testimony in verse 32 is everything that Jesus is seeing and hearing directly from the 

Father.  So all of this testifying from Jesus is what He hears the Father saying and what He sees 

the Father doing.  This is Jesus‟ testimony.   
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And Jesus in John 12.50 is saying that the Father is speaking about eternal life and this is what 

I‟m speaking to you.  I am giving you words of eternal life.   

 

Isn‟t that what Peter said to Jesus when Jesus asked the disciples if they wanted to leave and 

walk away just like the rest were doing in John 6?  Do you remember what Peter said to Jesus?  

He said,  

 

John 6.68-69 “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have words of eternal 

life.  We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy 

One of God.” 
 

This is Jesus‟ testimony.  This is what John says that Jesus is testifying about in verse 

32…when John the Baptist says, “What He has seen and heard, of that He testifies;”  So what 

Jesus has seen is eternal life in the Father.  What Jesus has heard is eternal life from the Father.  

So what is Jesus testifying about to His disciples?  Words of eternal life!   

 

So what is eternal life?   

 

John 17.3 “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” 
 

This is how Peter and the disciples could know that Jesus was the Holy One of God.  Because 

Jesus testified of what He had seen and heard from the Father to His disciples and therefore His 

disciples have come to believe and to know that He is the Holy One of God and therefore when 

they believe they are given eternal life!   

 

Eternal life is your communion, your friendship, your oneness, your intimate knowledge with 

God the Father and God the Son.  Eternal life is God the Father and God the Son through the 

wrought working power of the Spirit giving you a mind to know God the Father and to know 

God the Son and to commune with them and to fellowship with them and to love them and to 

know them.   

 

Is this not every soul‟s yearning?  Is this not what the bottom of your soul and life longs for?  To 

know God the Father and the One whom the Father has sent, Jesus Christ?  Jesus testifies of 

what he has seen and heard.  He testifies of eternal life. 
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No One Receives His Testimony (v.32) 

 

But here‟s the tragedy in verse 32.  “And no one receives His testimony.”  You have to 

remember that John the Baptist is speaking to his disciples.  To those disciples who are standing 

around him filled with jealousy over Jesus‟ ministry and John speaks this word of knowledge to 

them.  He says to them who are gathered around him…“He testifies of what He has seen and 

heard…and no one receives His testimony.” 

 

None of you standing here making much of me receives the testimony of the One who has 

come from above and is above all.  You see the weight of John‟s rebuke here is that to not 

receive what Jesus testifies of…is to reject what Jesus testifies of.  So John the Baptist is 

literally standing strong in the face of his disciples telling them that they reject the testimony of 

Jesus, because they do not receive His testimony.  And we can conclude that their rejection of 

Jesus‟ testimony is the rejection of eternal life.   

 

But what about those who receive His testimony? 

 

God Is True (v.33) 
 

 “He who has received His testimony has set his seal to this, that God is true.” 
 

Now do you understand the weight of rejecting Jesus‟ testimony even further?  The negative 

side to verse 33 is when someone rejects the testimony of Jesus they reject the words of eternal 

life that Jesus received from the Father.  Therefore when someone rejects the words of eternal 

life from Jesus that He has received from the Father…they try to make God out to be a liar. 
 

Because the one who has received His testimony has set his seal to this, that God is true.  

Therefore the one who does not receive His testimony has set his seal to this, that God is untrue 

or that God is a liar.  It is one thing to be a sinner and yet another to be a sinner pointing your 

sinful finger into the face of God and calling both Jesus and Himself a liar through your rejection 

of His testimony, the testimony of eternal life. 

 

1 John 5.10 “The one who believes in the Son of God has the 

testimony in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him 

a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given 

concerning His Son.” 
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This is the tragedy for those who reject the testimony of Jesus Christ.  They make God out to be 

a liar.  In their rejection they declare that God the Father and God the Son are liars when it comes 

to eternal life.   

 

But for those who have received His testimony they have set their seal to this, that God is 

true.  To set their seal was a common practice in John‟s day.  To approve and authorize a 

document one would take a signet ring and stamp their seal on the document thereby showing 

their full approval and authority.  Today we sign our names to those things that receive our 

approval and authority.  John the Baptist says that those who have received the testimony of 

Jesus set their seal, sign their names to this, that God is true.   

 

When we consider John the Baptist being the last representation of the Old Testament, the Old 

Covenant it makes sense to understand the phrase “That God is true” to mean that God through 

His Son Jesus Christ is testifying of the truth and has come to fulfill God‟s eternal promise and 

His promise to Adam, Abraham, and David and to all the people of Israel.  To receive the 

testimony of eternal life from Jesus Christ is to set your seal to this, that God is true! 

 

Jesus‟ testimony is divine.  It is God wrought testimony.  He came from above and is above 

all.  His testimony is true.  In His testimony are words of eternal life.  You must receive His 

testimony.  You must take hold of His Words and own them as your own.  This is what it means 

to receive.  To receive is to take possession of Jesus‟ testimony. 

 

A Trinitarian Message (v.34) 
 

“For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives 

the Spirit without measure.” 
 

I love that John doesn‟t pull back from teaching his people.  John further tells of the glorious 

source of the words that Jesus is testifying of.  And what is so magnificent to see in verse 34 is 

to see that the source of the words that Christ speaks are Trinitarian.  This too speaks of the 

infinite and superiority of Christ, because Jesus Christ has been sent from God the Father and 

the Father gives the Spirit without measure to Jesus. 
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It is true that the prophets of old spoke inspired words from the Holy Spirit.  John the Baptist 

was inspired by the Spirit.  All the disciples were men who were moved by the Holy Spirit 

when they spoke from God.  John MacArthur says, “yet the Spirit‟s ability to empower them 

was limited by their sinful, fallen human natures.  But Jesus Christ whom God has sent infallibly 

spoke the words of God because God gave the Spirit to Him without measure.  Since in Him 

all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form (Colossians 2.9), there were no limits to the 

Spirit‟s power working through Him.” 

 

J.C. Ryle says, “to all others, even to the most eminent prophets and apostles, God gives the 

Holy Spirit „by measure.‟  Their gifts and graces are both imperfect.  As the Apostle Paul says, 

they know in part and prophesy in part.  But with Jesus whom God has sent, it is very different.  

To Jesus the Holy Spirit is given without measure, in infinite fullness and completeness.  As 

Man, Jesus of Nazareth was anointed with the Holy Spirit, and fitted for His office as our Priest 

and Prophet and King, in a way and degree never granted to any other man.  The object of John 

the Baptist is to show once more the infinite superiority of the Lord Jesus Christ over himself or 

any other man.” 

 

What a testimony of John!  What a eulogy of praise and exaltation he gives of Jesus Christ to his 

people who are standing before him who have at this point rejected the testimony of Jesus Christ.  

Jesus has been sent by God and has been given the Holy Spirit is such fullness of measure, 

that John would say it was without measure, so this can only mean that Jesus is divine that He is 

God manifested in the flesh and is dwelling among us in the power and fullness of the Holy 

Spirit of God.  Hallelujah amen…John! 

 

Jesus is infinitely superior to anyone who has ever spoken on behalf of God…for He is God in 

full measure before us!   

 

Is this how we see Christ every day?  Is this the Christ we believe in?  Are we savoring and 

delighting in this Christ?  The One who has been sent from God and has given to Christ without 

measure the Holy Spirit?  Do you see Him every day superior to all?  Do you believe every day 

that He is superior to all?  Do you enjoy every day His supremacy over all people and all things? 
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So why does the Father give the Spirit without measure to Jesus? 

 

The Father‟s Love For The Son (v.35) 

 

“The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand.”   
 

It is very difficult for us to appreciate the tension that existed between John‟s disciples and Jesus.  

We look back after two-thousand years of preaching, teaching and ministry knowing that Jesus 

was the Christ, the Son of God, and God manifested in the flesh.  But for John‟s followers this 

was not as easy for them to see and receive, for many people in that day and time came 

proclaiming to be prophets and teachers of God.  And we have already discussed how even the 

religious rulers of the day didn‟t even understand the true nature of God, His law and 

righteousness.   

 

So in verse 35 John speaks to the holy love that the Father has for the Son, Jesus Christ.  He 

loves Him and because He loves Him he has given all things into His hand.  This love is truly 

a love that we can merely say is infinite and eternal.  Jesus in John 17 declares that God‟s love 

for Him existed “even before the foundation of the world.”  Oh how the Father loves the Son.  

It‟s an infinite and eternal love that has never had a beginning and will never fade away.   

 

It is an overflowing love.  The Father‟s love overflows or flows through the Son into all those 

who believe in the Son.  Calvin said, “The love here spoken of is that peculiar love of God, 

which, beginning with the Son, flows from Him to all the creatures.  For that love, with which, 

embracing His Son He embraces us also in Him, leads Him to communicate all His benefits to us 

by His hand.”  The same infinite love of the Father for the Son is the same infinite love the 

Father extends to us His children. 

 

John says that because of the Father‟s love for His Son the Father “has given all things into 

His hand.” 
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I believe All things here in verse 35 means the ministry of redemption.  But one day soon after 

Jesus‟ resurrection and ascension the Father will give all authority in heaven and earth to Jesus.  

And in His supreme authority He has been given from the Father “the power over all flesh, to 

quicken whom he will, to justify, to sanctify, to keep, to glorify His people, to judge, and finally 

to punish the wicked and unbelieving and put down every enemy under His feet.”  (Ryle) 

 

Once again Jesus is greater and more superior to John and John is hoping that his disciples will 

receive the testimony of Jesus Christ and who He is.  He is infinitely superior over all! 

 

John The Baptist‟s Final Hope For The People (v.36) 
 

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life, but he who does not obey 

the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 
 

In John 3.36 John the Baptist lays out very clearly the only two choices that men have.  Only 

two choices that his disciples have.  Believe in the Son and have eternal life or do not obey the 

Son and live under God‟s wrath for all eternity. 

 

We have already covered what believing in the Son means.  You believe in Him.  You believe 

in His testimony.  You believe that you have eternal life in Him and in Him alone.  You have 

been persuaded that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and the Lamb of God who takes away 

your sin.  You believe and have been persuaded that your life is all about Jesus Christ and you 

have set your seal, you have set your name, you have set all that you are and with all that is 

within you in Him and on Him and you believe that God is true. 

 

So the one “who believes in the Son is the one who has eternal life.  But…the one who does 

not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 

 

John says, the one who does not obey (apitheho = disbelieve and disobey) anyone who is 

apathetic to the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains on Him.  It‟s one thing to 

wrestle with the teachings of Jesus and understanding theology and how theology is to be lived 

out and obeyed….it is yet another thing to purposefully disbelieve and disobey the Son with 

intention….with apathy.   
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This word John uses is apathetic.  A person who is apathetic is not indifferent.  They disbelieve.  

They disobey.  The refuse.  They reject the need to care; the need to believe; the need to obey.  

There is no one who is indifferent to the Son.  Either you believe and obey or you do not 

believe and do not obey.   

 

John just told us that the Father loves the Son.  What do you think God the Father does to 

those who reject His Son?  What do you think the Father will do to those who are apathetic to 

His Son He so loves?  What do you think the Father will do to those who refuse to obey His 

Son that He loves so dearly?  What do you think the Father will do to those who reject His Son‟s 

testimony and make God out to be a liar? 

 

John says very clearly, the wrath of God abides on him.  What does the word wrath mean?  It 

means anger with punishment.  God has a holy anger against those who reject His beloved Son.  

God has a righteous punishment for those who reject His beloved Son.  And for those who 

continue to reject the Son, John says that God‟s wrath abides on him.  His wrath takes up 

residence on him. 

 

There is a present as well as future abiding of God‟s wrath on the unbeliever.  If you do not 

obey the Son and His testimony the wrath of God abides on you now.  You are under His 

condemnation.  You are condemned already.  You have broken God‟s law and you reject the 

Son and His testimony therefore you stand guilty before Him right now.  In this moment the 

wrath of God abides on you and you are even storing up wrath for the judgment day to come. 

 

So there is also a future/eternal abiding of God‟s wrath.  God‟s wrath will forever take up 

residence on you.  His anger will forever stay on you.  His anger will forever crush you. 

 

If you remember in the Wizard of Oz the house fell on the wicked witch of the east.  It crushed 

her.  It remained on her.  It took up residence on her.  God‟s wrath takes up residence upon 

those who are apathetic to His beloved Son.  Those who do not believe and do not obey Him 

now are storing up more and more of God‟s wrath and righteous anger for the day of judgment 

to come. 
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CONCLUSION: 

 

John‟s disciples had it wrong.  Jesus was the main attraction.  He was the One who was infinitely 

superior to John.  He came from above therefore He is above all.  He speaks of what He has seen 

and heard from the Father which are words of eternal life.   

 

So to receive Jesus‟ testimony is the receive eternal life in Him.  To reject or to be apathetic to 

Jesus‟ testimony is to reject eternal life.  There are only two choices.  Receive or Reject Christ. 

 

For those who reject Him there abides on you God‟s wrath, His anger.  And His wrath and anger 

is taking up residence on you.  And unless you repent and turn to Christ and believe His 

testimony today…God‟s wrath will abide and remain on you for all eternity in hell. 

 

John‟s last words, his last eulogy, his last words of praise regarding Jesus is to show His infinite 

superiority over all men and over all things.  Soon John will take his last breath and because he 

has received the testimony of Christ he will be given eternal life.  He will take up residence not 

under God‟s wrath, but joined in holy matrimony to God‟s Son. 

 

When you come to the end of your life…what will your last testimony be of Jesus Christ?  Will 

you speak of the infinite superiority of Christ over all men and over all things in your life?  Will 

you proclaim the testimony of Christ so that all who hear you will find eternal life in Him? 

 

What are your eulogies of Christ today?  How do you describe Him and talk of Him today with 

those in your life?  

 

Proclaim His infinite superiority over all men and over all things!  And then actually live out 

what you proclaim! 

 


