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Introduction  

1. Interpreting OT prophetic passages not yet fulfilled requires the interpreter to use the lens of the NT 

to determine what to expect.  

2. For example, should passages be understood to promise to Israel and Judah a literal restoration to 

their land (Jer. 30:3)? 

3. One important distinction that must be remembered with regard to the NT is the redefinition of the 

people of God, which we considered in the last message. 

4. The question of real estate needs to be considered in light of what the promise signifies: hope, order, 

peace, unity, security, and, above all, the presence of God. 

5. This is not to say that God could not restore to ethnic Israel a home land in the future; however, I 

would argue that the present State of Israel in no way fulfills the conditions of restoration promised 

by God in  Jeremiah 30 and 31, the context of the promised new covenant (Jer. 31:31–34; Heb. 8:8–

12). 

I. A Better Hope 

The setting of Jeremiah 30 and 31 is against the backdrop of God’s judgment on Judah for following 

in the sinful footsteps of sister Israel in the north. 

1. Jeremiah, a priest from Anathoth of Benjamin, prophesied after the Babylonian captivity had 

already begun (605 b.c.), but the prophet remained in Judea under the puppet regime of Zedekiah. 

2. The setting of this new covenant prophecy was the rebellion of Zedekiah in 587/6 B.C. against 

Babylon, which resulted in the destruction of Jerusalem. 

a. The immediate setting of the prophecy concerns the return of Judah from the captivity and 

restoration in the land under the Persians (Jer. 30:8, 9). 

b. There is also a future prediction of full spiritual restoration as evidenced in the new covenant to be 

established. 

3. The hope of God’s people is God’s own gracious covenant love (30:3; hesed). 

a. The hope is realized in the appearance of a “prince” from their midst whom the Lord will bring 

near—a priest/king (Jer. 30:21). 

b. The result will be the restoration of a proper relationship between God and His people (v. 22; 

31:1). 

4. The hope promised was illustrated by the Lord’s command for Jeremiah to redeem his cousin 

Hanamel’s field at Anathoth (Jer. 32:6ff). 

a. This was a strange request, seeing Jerusalem was already under siege by the Babylonians. 

b. Jeremiah raised a prayer for understanding (vv. 16ff), which God answered (vv. 26ff; note v. 27). 

c. The Lord made it clear that the Babylonian siege was His judgment upon the sins of the people 

(vv. 29–35). 

5. The bottom line is this: there is hope for a remnant whom God will use to establish His own 

kingdom under His own King, Jesus (32:36–44). 



a. It is very clear that the New Testament demonstrates the fulfillment of this hope in Christ with His 

elect. 

b. It is also very clear that the expectation of full spiritual life is realized in His covenant of grace, 

which may not be realized in actual restoration of real estate. As we noted, Israel itself is fulfilled 

and completed in Christ. 

II. Why a Better Covenant 

1. It is administered by a better priest, a perfect high priest seated at the right hand of Majesty. 

2. It is grounded on the shed blood of the perfect sacrifice, the Lamb of God, which assures two 

things: 

a. It assures that sin and iniquity is forgiven with complete and final remission (Jer. 31:34b; Heb. 

8:12). 

b. It assures full enablement of power for obedience to fulfill what the previous covenant required 

(Jer. 34:33, 34a; Heb. 8:10, 11). 

3. The new covenant is based on the reality and substance of which the first was but type and shadow.  

a. It involves circumcision of the heart, rolling away the reproach of the world and the flesh (Jer. 4:4; 

Deut. 10:16; 30:6; Rom. 2:29; 8:12–17). 

b. It involves regeneration (new birth), a new heart that is able and willing to love God and obey all 

His laws because they are written on the heart and mind (Jer. 31:33; Heb. 8:10). 

4. The new covenant brings the temple of God into true spiritual reality—God’s dwelling in the midst 

of His people (Jer. 31:33b, 34; Heb. 8:10b, 11). 

What This Means for Us  

1. 1. We must always keep in mind that prophecies were given in the cultural setting of the people to 

whom the prophet wrote. Should we, then, anticipate an actual literal fulfillment of each detail, or 

should we look for the spiritual reality intended by the Lord? The prophet’s main objective is to 

provide hope and comfort to God’s suffering people. 

2. The major question demanding honest introspection is this: 

Do I see this spiritual reality in my own life? 

Do I have a heart that is new and fixed upon God? 

Do I love His law and long for a full and happy obedience to all His commands? 

Do I have a settled and expectant hope in the final fulfillment of all that He has promised to me? 


