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1 ¶  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cap-

padocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 

2  Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 

unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be 

multiplied. 

3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 

mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, 

4  To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 

for you, 

5  Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

time. 

 

Introduction:  Context of 1 Peter.   What a great message to a people who were 

called “strangers……scattered”  My text is verse 3  There are three things:  Mercy 

begets; Hope energizes;  Faith preserves.  

 

I. Love and Mercy Begets [unto love and mercy] by the Blessedness of God 

A. It is well that we understand the source of our salvation:   

1. It is not in ourselves; it is not in the Holy Spirit; it is not in Jesus Christ. 

2. Please note there needed to be people to save; their needed to be a Holy 

Spirit to renew the, and their needed to be one to Die for their sins.  But 

none of these are the source of our salvation. 

3. The source stated here the Father, Himself, out of His abundant mercy.  

The whole idea of human merit of any sort is thrown utterly down into the 

filth of heresy by these words.  The source is the mercy of God, abundant 

mercy.  If you are a Christian, it is because God had mercy on you, not 

that He rewarded you for anything., 

4. He may well have given rewards for certain approved behavior, but salva-

tion is not one of them. 

B. Let us see the things that God did to save you—you did nothing. 

1. He created this beautiful and gorgeous world. 

a. See 14   For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Je-

sus Christ,  15  Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 

named, 

b. I will ignore the possibility that Paul is speaking of the whole human 

race, or family, because I consider that he speaks of the portion of the 

human race that is in the Father through Jesus Christ.  That is, to the 

elect of God that Peter speaks of.  The meaning would be the same. 
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c. There is no fatalism in Paul; he not only speaks the gospel, but he 

prays for the hearers. 

2. What did God do in the beautiful and gorgeous world that prepared you 

for the gift of mercy that is described here? 

a. He preserved your line from the days of Noah until you were born into 

the world.  Do not take it for granted.   Millions of people have been 

cut off and their line perished   the ancestors of every living human be-

ing can be traced back to  those eight people on the ark.  There may be 

bones of others who perished before or during the flood, but all living 

folk are rooted in Noah, his wife. Ham, Shem, Japheth and their wives. 

b. Not only did God preserve the line of Christ in Shem, but he preserved 

you line also, because He loved his  adopted children, just as He love 

His only begotten Son. 

c. He chose the time and place and parents that would bring you into this 

world.  However you were conceived, your life was precious in His 

sight and you were preserved until the hearing of the Gospel and the 

work of the Holy Spirit 

d. There were special gifts if you were born into a Christian family.  

(1). You were born unto disciple ship.  Eph. 6:4 And, ye fathers, 

provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 

and admonition of the Lord. 

(2). You were born unto discipline.  “admonition” 

(3). You were born under authority.  Eph. 6:1 Children, obey your 

parents in the Lord: for this is right.  Col 3:20 Children, obey your 

parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. 

(4). You were considered sanctified and clean:  1Co 7:14 For the 

unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 

wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; 

but now are they holy. 

(5). Now you may despise these precious gifts, and cast them 

away as though they were trash, but you will still be held responsi-

ble for them. 

(6). You may say, I didn’t ask to be born.  Yep, you sure didn’t, 

but you sure wallow in the gifts that God has given you because 

you were born and preserved and loved and cared for. 

e. But you were not born into a Christian home.”  Well, still think of your 

blessings. 
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(1). You were not slain in the womb for the convenience of your 

father or your mother.  God preserved your life.  Look around you 

at the beautiful world.   

(2). You have been fed and nourished and have friends and rela-

tives, some of which probably love you.  You have easy transporta-

tion, warm clothes and dwellings, etc. etc.  You probably have had 

food every day and blessings which cannot be numbered. 

(3). The blessings of the place and time of your being  born into 

this world cannot be exaggerated.  God preserved your ancestors 

through much more difficult times and places so that you could 

hear of Christ and His invitation to come and find rest in Him. 

f. God chose this way to reveal something about Himself:  His father-

hood and care for you.   How many fathers worked and labored and 

sweat and died so that you could live today and received the blessings 

of Christianity and the love of God in Christ.  Thousand and thousands 

of them.  Do you think it is all about you? 

 

II. Hope energizes [unto hope], by the resurrection of Christ.    There is a lively 

hope.   A living hope, not a dead one. 

A. Jesus rose from the dead.  The grave is not the end.  If there were Christians 

in your past, and there probably were, then the lived in the hope of the resur-

rection and expected to see their offspring in the last day.  They lived for 

them and death was not the end of their hope. 

B. It is this hope that energizes the new life  No earthly gain, power, fame, for-

tune, for these things are dying things.  It is the resurrection from the death. 

III. Faith Preserves [Unto preservation] by the Power of God. 

A. Faith is the victory that over comes the world.  It lays hold on the power of 

God and preserves the soul.  God’s providence preserved you in your family 

and nation before you were born because of His purposes in Christ Jesus, and 

this without any input on your part; but now: 

B. He has given you the Holy Spirit to transform and change your inner man, to 

quicked than which was dead in trespasses and in sins 

C. The inheritance is real; the inheritance is planned and preserved by God from 

the foundation of the world; and your title to that inheritance is faith in Jesus 

Christ, and the hope is quickened in your heart to reach out and long for 

Christ. 

D. Because it flows from the abundant mercy of God; because it is providentially 

arranged for you even to the time and place of your natural birth, to the time 
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and place of your spiritual birth through faith in the Cross of Christ, because 

these things beget a living a vital hope, we press out in faith to the promises 

of God and are kept by that faith because of the power of the Holy Spirit 

 

These things cannot be refuted, only denied through the hardness of heart. 

 

Application.    Two things are required of us, and are they are written with 

the finger of God on the Fifth Commandment. 

“Honor thy father and thy mother that thou mayest live long on the 

land the Lord thy God giveth thee.”   See HC 104 

 

1.  We must remember and honor the memory of our parents and grand-

parents and the struggles and trials that they bore to give us these gifts. 

2.  Our ancestors are not dead, but live in Christ and we will see and know 

them someday.  God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. 

3.  We are to cheerful lives under the authority of those appointed by God 

for our discipleship and nurture, beginning with our parents.  We are to 

pray for all that are in authority. 

4.  We must reconcile with them if we are estranged from them, letting 

them know that we value the gifts they have given us, first of all the 

gift of life in this time and place, and protection and care.  This may be 

difficult, especially if they are unbelievers. 

 

Just as God showed His wisdom in preparing for your salvation in the thousands of 

years of His providence out of His abundant Fatherhood of mercy and grace; so 

in His wisdom, we should be taught about His fatherhood by being placed under 

the care of fathers and mothers, who in turn had fathers and mothers, etc. 

 

The universe beats to the melody set by the Fatherhood of God, and we must 

learn to beat to that beat, whether we are fathers, mothers, or children, as God 

has allotted for us.   Amen and Amen. 


