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Numbers 17-18 “The Inheritance of the Levites: Life in the Land, Part 2” Dec 29, 2013 
 
Once again, the narrative of Israel’s rebellions  

intersects with God’s statutes for life in the land. 
 

When Israel fails – when Israel rebels, 
 then God provides us with a contrast of what life should look like. 
Do not be like your fathers in the wilderness – 
 instead, be holy and walk humbly before your God! 

 
Tonight, I want you to see two things: 
 first, how great is God’s mercy in Jesus to deliver us from sin and death; 
 and second, how we ought to live as a holy people with Jesus, our holy priest. 
 

 
We saw last time that Moses and Aaron are pointing us to Jesus. 
 When the wrath of God goes out against humanity, 
 God’s great high priest stands in the gap – 
  Jesus stands between the dead and the living, 
   and he has stopped the plague through his death on the cross. 
 
Aaron makes clear that the priesthood is not an instrument of prestige, but of service.  
 Moses and Aaron are not concerned for themselves – their rights and privileges. 
 They are concerned for God’s people.  
 
And in our text for tonight we see that their task is to “bear iniquity” on behalf of the people. 
 
We saw in chapters 13-15, 
 that after Israel’s Great Rebellion – when they refused to believe God, 
  and they refused to enter the Promised Land – 
 that God then gave them laws about how to deal with unintentional and high-handed sins. 
Now we see in chapters 16-19, 
 that after Korah’s Levitical Rebellion –  

when the Levites sought to displace Aaron – 
 that God now gives laws that explain the duties and privileges of the Priests and Levites. 
 
Tonight we are talking about Aaron’s staff – the rod that blossomed – 
 and Aaron’s staff – the Levites who served with him at the tabernacle! 
 
It’s purely an English pun. 
 There is no relation between the words in Hebrew – 
  but there are so many Hebrew word-plays that I pass over in silence, 
  that I don’t mind giving you a few in English to make up for them! 
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Chapters 17 and 18 belong together, 
 because the whole point of both chapters  

is how to prevent chapter 16 from happening again! 
 If Israel continues to grumble – 
  and particularly, if non-priests continue to try to burn incense before the LORD –  
  then all Israel will perish. 
 
Think back to the book of Exodus. 
 When Israel came to Sinai,  

God gave them the Ten Commandments and the Book of the Covenant (Ex 20-23) 
  The Book of the Covenant included the basic law of the altar – 
   which provided for how to deal with individual sins. 
  
 But then, while Moses was on the mountain for 40 days,  

receiving the plans for the tabernacle, 
 Israel sinned corporately. 

 And so in the regulations of Leviticus – which were given while they were at Sinai – 
  God gave them the way to deal with corporate sin, as well as individual sin. 
 But even as God gave them these regulations, 
  the sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, offered strange fire  
   and were consumed by fire that came out from the tabernacle. 
 
Now, here in Numbers, we see a parallel sequence. 
 The great rebellion at Kadesh parallels the great rebellion at Sinai (Num 14/Ex 32). 
 Then God gives Israel regulations for the proper way to live in the land (Num 15/Ex-Lev) 
 Then God’s people misunderstand or twist or ignore God’s law (Num 16/Lev 10), 
  with the result that fire comes from the tabernacle and destroys them. 
 But whereas at Sinai it was only the two sons of Aaron, 
  now it was 250 men – and now all Israel is in peril. 
 
If God doesn’t do something, 
 then all Israel will perish. 
 

Introduction: The Problem with Grumbling 

1. Aaron’s Staff – the Cessation of Grumbling (17:1-13) 

a. The LORD’s Command to Make Grumbling Cease (v1-7) 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
2 

“Speak to the people of Israel, and get from them staffs, one 

for each fathers' house, from all their chiefs according to their fathers' houses, twelve staffs. 

Write each man's name on his staff, 
3 

and write Aaron's name on the staff of Levi. For there shall 

be one staff for the head of each fathers' house. 
4 

Then you shall deposit them in the tent of 

meeting before the testimony, where I meet with you. 
5 

And the staff of the man whom I choose 

shall sprout. Thus I will make to cease from me the grumblings of the people of Israel, which 
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they grumble against you.” 
6 

Moses spoke to the people of Israel. And all their chiefs gave him 

staffs, one for each chief, according to their fathers' houses, twelve staffs. And the staff of Aaron 

was among their staffs. 
7 

And Moses deposited the staffs before the LORD in the tent of the 

testimony. 

 
Verse 5 sets out the object of God’s command: 
 “Thus I will make to cease from me the grumblings of the people of Israel,  

which they grumble against you.” 
 
Why does God say this? 
 Fire from heaven doesn’t seem to work. 
 The earth swallowing people alive doesn’t seem to work. 
 Why would a sprouted staff work any better? 
 
Why does God seem to think that this will work?! 
 It’s tempting to say, “Well, he’s God, so if he says it’ll work, then it’ll work!” 
 And that’s true enough – 
  but we should inquire as to what God is teaching us through this! 
 Why is a sprouted staff superior to fire from heaven? 
 
God is teaching us about sacraments. 
 Aaron’s staff is a sacrament – “a holy ordinance instituted by Christ;  

wherein, by sensible signs, Christ, and the benefits of the new covenant,  
are represented, sealed, and applied to believers.” (SC 92) 

 
 Fire from heaven is not a sacrament. 
 The earth opening its mouth and swallowing people alive is not a sacrament. 
 But Aaron’s staff is a sacrament. 
 
And the sacraments become effectual means of salvation, 
 not from any virtue in them (the staff is just a staff),  

or in him that does administer them (what is Aaron?), 
but only by the blessing of Christ, and the working of his Spirit 
 in them that by faith receive them. 
 

So, why do I say that Aaron’s staff is a sacrament? 
 
First, we need to remember that Aaron’s rod was what God used as the first sign to Pharaoh – 
 when Aaron casts his rod before Pharaoh, and it became a serpent; 
 Pharaoh’s magicians cast their rods before him, and they became serpents as well – 
  but Aaron’s rod swallowed up the serpents of Pharaoh’s magicians. 

That same rod now reappears. 
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[Jewish traditions say various things about this rod: 
one says that God created this rod on the sixth day and gave it to Adam, 

another says that God made it from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil  
 after the fall; 

 and that it was passed down from generation to generation to Aaron; 
they say that Jethro obtained it after the death of Joseph and planted it in the ground – 
  and that no one was able to pull it out (the “sword in the stone” motif), 
 and so Jethro swore that he would give his daughter in marriage  

to the man who could master the staff. 
  Moses uses the Divine Name (Yahweh) to pull the staff out of the ground. 
 Another says that this staff was used as the scepter of Israel by David and his sons. 
  and this staff was hidden with the ark of the covenant by Josiah, 
  and that when the Messiah comes,  

Elijah will return and reveal the hiding place of the ark,  
and so the Messiah will wield the staff of Aaron as he restores all things.] 

 
Why do I mention all these legends? 
 Because, even though I don’t believe any of them – 
  they show us that God was right! 
 God said that the budding of Aaron’s staff would put an end to grumbling. 
 Aaron’s staff would be a sign to Israel – a sacrament of Aaron’s priesthood. 
  It’s not that Israel never grumbles ever again. 
 
 But for a thousand years you never see another challenge to the Aaronic priesthood! 
  (Except when Jeroboam rebels against the house of David, 
   and establishes a non-Aaronic priesthood with his golden calves). 

 
 Indeed, there is even a Christian version of these legends –  

told in the 13th century Syrian Christian “Book of the Bee” – 
that the staff was buried in Jerusalem by Phineas after the death of Moses, 
and that after Jesus was born, it’s hiding place was revealed to Joseph, 
 who took it to Egypt with them, 
but then Judas Iscariot stole it, 
 and when the Romans were crucifying Jesus, 
 they couldn’t find a cross-beam,  
 and so Judas gave them the rod of Aaron for that purpose! 

We may laugh and smile at this – 
  it is rather implausible! – 
  but don’t miss the point! 
 
As Origen put it: 
“The rod of Moses, with which he subdued the Egyptians,  

is the symbol of the cross of Jesus, who conquered the world.” (Origen on Exodus) 
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After all, the rod by itself is not a sacrament. 
 Just like water is not a sacrament.  
 Bread and wine are not sacraments. 
 Bread and wine become sacraments when they are blessed and set apart for a holy use. 
 
What happens to the rod? 
 

b. Why the Almond? (v8-11) 
8 

On the next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony, and behold, the staff of Aaron for the 

house of Levi had sprouted and put forth buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds. 
9 

Then Moses brought out all the staffs from before the LORD to all the people of Israel. And they 

looked, and each man took his staff. 
10 

And the LORD said to Moses, “Put back the staff of Aaron 

before the testimony, to be kept as a sign for the rebels, that you may make an end of their 

grumblings against me, lest they die.” 
11 

Thus did Moses; as the LORD commanded him, so he 

did. 

 
Verses 8-11 tell us that the staff of Aaron sprouted and put forth buds and produced blossoms, 
 and bore ripe almonds. 
 
There are 12 men with their 12 staffs, 
 Aaron alone holds the budded staff! 
 
Exodus 25:31-40 described the almond-shaped golden bowls in the tabernacle. 
 The almond is one of the first trees to blossom in the spring 
  (think of the cherry trees in Washington, DC, if you want a parallel) 
 
While some have thought it far-fetched, 
 I cannot help but see a connection with the stump of Jesse in Isaiah. 
  Aaron’s rod sprouts and bears fruit. 
  Jesse’s stump sprouts and bears fruit. 
 Isaiah 9-10 uses the image of Assyria as the staff of God (same word as here), 
  and Isaiah says that the LORD of hosts will wield his staff against Israel, 
   “his staff will be over the sea, and he will lift it as he did in Egypt” (10:26) 
 But this time, Assyria will be the staff which God wields as an axe, 
  and Assyria will chop down the people of Israel, and the city of Jerusalem, 
   and “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.” (11:1). 
 
The basic image, as David Stubbs suggests, is that “the rod is a symbol of authority,  

and its budding and sprouting is a symbol of life.  
The rod thus symbolizes proper priestly authority and leadership that brings life.  
The besetting sin of many leaders is seeking or using authority and power  

for their own benefit and prestige.  
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Instead, the role of leadership in the people of God is to bring life to the people,  
to guide them in the paths of life,  
and to use discipline and authority for the health and life of the community.”  
 (p151) 

 
George Gillespie, one of the Scottish delegates to the Westminster Assembly,  

wrote a famous book, entitled, Aaron’s Rod Blossoming,  

Or, the Divine Ordinance of Church Government Vindicated. 
 

He doesn’t spend much time talking about Numbers 17! 
 But his point is that in Numbers 17-18 we clearly see a distinct spiritual government, 
  set apart from the civil government. 
 Aaron’s priestly office is divinely ordained  

as something different from temporal government. 
 Priests and Levites do not have an inheritance with their brothers. 
 Their inheritance is God – 
  and therefore the religious offerings of the people go to the priests and Levites. 
 

We have already seen how Moses has established elders – 
  those who are charged with leading Israel in civil matters. 

Certainly there is no “separation of church and state” in the modern sense. 
  Israel is a theocracy – participation in the civil sphere  

requires participation in the religious sphere as well. 
 
But Gillespie is right to see a distinction in Numbers between state and church governments. 
 And, the blossoming of Aaron’s rod signifies his divine call as high priest. 
 The blessing of Christ, and the working of his Holy Spirit, 
  are what make this sacrament effectual in the salvation of Israel! 
 

[read] 

c. Why Does It Work? (v12-13) 
12 

And the people of Israel said to Moses, “Behold, we perish, we are undone, we are all undone. 
13 

Everyone who comes near, who comes near to the tabernacle of the LORD, shall die. Are we all 

to perish?” 

 
So, fire from heaven didn’t work. 
The earth opening its mouth and swallowing people up didn’t work. 
 
But a stick that blossomed and bore ripe almonds? 
 That worked! 
 Fire from heaven blazes – and is gone. 
 The earth opens its mouth – and then closes again. 
 These things happen once – maybe it’s a coincidence. 
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But a stick that blossoms and bears ripe almonds? 
 You can go look at that stick. 
 It is a permanent and abiding sign. 
 
 God has chosen Aaron. 
 If anyone has any doubts, you don’t need to ask God to strike you dead on the spot – 
  you can just look at that staff – 
  its blossoms – its almonds – tell you that God has chosen Aaron. 
 
And so the question of Israel makes sense: 
 “Everyone who comes near, who comes near to the tabernacle of the LORD, shall die.  

Are we all to perish?” 
 
And that’s what chapter 18 is all about. 

 

2. Aaron’s Staff – the Inheritance of the Levites (18:1-32) 

a. Bearing Iniquity in the Service of the Sanctuary (v1-7) 

So the LORD said to Aaron, “You and your sons and your father's house with you shall bear 

iniquity connected with the sanctuary, and you and your sons with you shall bear iniquity 

connected with your priesthood. 
2 

And with you bring your brothers also, the tribe of Levi, the 

tribe of your father, that they may join you and minister to you while you and your sons with you 

are before the tent of the testimony. 
3 

They shall keep guard over you and over the whole tent, but 

shall not come near to the vessels of the sanctuary or to the altar lest they, and you, die. 
4 

They 

shall join you and keep guard over the tent of meeting for all the service of the tent, and no 

outsider shall come near you. 
5 

And you shall keep guard over the sanctuary and over the altar, 

that there may never again be wrath on the people of Israel. 
6 

And behold, I have taken your 

brothers the Levites from among the people of Israel. They are a gift to you, given to the LORD, to 

do the service of the tent of meeting. 
7 

And you and your sons with you shall guard your 

priesthood for all that concerns the altar and that is within the veil; and you shall serve. I give 

your priesthood as a gift,
[a]

 and any outsider who comes near shall be put to death.” 

 
No, Israel will not die. 
 But Israel will only live because Aaron and his sons bear their iniquities. 
 
Only here and in Leviticus 10 does the LORD speak directly to Aaron only. 
 Often it says the LORD spoke to Moses – 
  or sometimes, the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron. 
 But only in these two chapters does the LORD speak to Aaron only. 
 
Verses 1-7 set forth the basic tasks of the priests and Levites. 
 Aaron and his sons bear iniquity – they take the sins of the people upon themselves, 
  so that God might purify and cleanse his people. 
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 The Levites then do the service of the tent of meeting – 
  since there are many more things that need doing than Aaron could handle. 
 
As we saw last time, 
 Korah was right that “all the Lord’s people are holy” – 
  but that does not mean that there is no place for special office. 
 Someone must stand between God and man –  
  as Aaron had stood between the living and the dead – standing in the breach. 
 As Ambrose says it, 
  “Truly the man is priestly in mind and heart who throws himself with pious love  
   before the flock of the Lord like a good shepherd.” (232) 
 
It’s not that Aaron is holy – so therefore the people are not! 
 Rather, as we saw in the camp of Israel at the beginning of Numbers, 
  the holiness of the camp intensifies as it moves inward – 
   all the people are holy, 
    so the Levites are set apart in place of the firstborn – 
    and the priests are set apart to offer the sacrifices – 
    and the high priest is set apart to enter the Most Holy Place. 
 And so therefore, 
  because Jesus is holy, 
   therefore, all those who belong to him is holy. 
 And the ordained officers of the church, 
  while not a priesthood – in the OT sense – 
  are supposed to be exemplary Christians. 
 Pastors, elders, and deacons are “set apart” (ordained) for this service, 
  in a similar way to the way in the Levites were set apart. 

 

b. The Firstfruits of Israel as the Inheritance of the Priests (v8-20) 
8 

Then the LORD spoke to Aaron, “Behold, I have given you charge of the contributions made to 

me, all the consecrated things of the people of Israel. I have given them to you as a portion and 

to your sons as a perpetual due. 
9 

This shall be yours of the most holy things, reserved from the 

fire: every offering of theirs, every grain offering of theirs and every sin offering of theirs and 

every guilt offering of theirs, which they render to me, shall be most holy to you and to your sons. 
10 

In a most holy place shall you eat it. Every male may eat it; it is holy to you. 
11 

This also is 

yours: the contribution of their gift, all the wave offerings of the people of Israel. I have given 

them to you, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual due. Everyone who is clean 

in your house may eat it. 
12 

All the best of the oil and all the best of the wine and of the grain, the 

firstfruits of what they give to the LORD, I give to you. 
13 

The first ripe fruits of all that is in their 

land, which they bring to the LORD, shall be yours. Everyone who is clean in your house may eat 

it. 
14 

Every devoted thing in Israel shall be yours. 
15 

Everything that opens the womb of all flesh, 

whether man or beast, which they offer to the LORD, shall be yours. Nevertheless, the firstborn of 

man you shall redeem, and the firstborn of unclean animals you shall redeem. 
16 

And their 
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redemption price (at a month old you shall redeem them) you shall fix at five shekels
[b]

 in silver, 

according to the shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs. 
17 

But the firstborn of a cow, or 

the firstborn of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat, you shall not redeem; they are holy. You shall 

sprinkle their blood on the altar and shall burn their fat as a food offering, with a pleasing 

aroma to the LORD. 
18 

But their flesh shall be yours, as the breast that is waved and as the right 

thigh are yours. 
19 

All the holy contributions that the people of Israel present to the LORD I give 

to you, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual due. It is a covenant of salt 

forever before the LORD for you and for your offspring with you.”  

 
Verses 8-20 describe the way in which the priests were to receive their financial support. 
 The priests and Levites had no land – no “inheritance” in the land. 
 The holy things – the portion of the offerings that were not burned in the fire – 
  were the portion of the priests – 
   together with the firstborn of every animal, 
    and the “holy contributions” of the people of Israel. 
 This is described as a “covenant of salt” before the LORD. 
  The phrase “covenant of salt” is never explained in the Bible. 
   Leviticus 2:13 uses the phrase “the salt of the covenant”  
    to emphasize how every grain offering must have salt. 
   2 Chronicles 13:5 speaks of God’s covenant with David and his sons 
    as a “covenant of salt.” 
  It probably refers to the preservative feature of salt 
   which made it a symbol of friendship in the ancient world. 
 Only the priestly covenant with Aaron, and the royal covenant with David 
  are referred to in this way – 
   which suggests that God will be faithful to Aaron and David 
    in a unique way. 
 
The way that God provides for the priests is important. 
 
Israel came out of Egypt. 

Egyptian priests had lots of land and thus lots of earthly power. 
Israel’s priests will be dependent upon the contributions of God’s people. 

 
 And because the priests depend upon the contributions of the people, 
  the holiness of the community is expressed in this mutual interdependence. 
 The people depend on the priests to bear inquity. 
 The priests depend on the people for their sustenance – 
  and indeed, the very gifts that the people bring 
   are part of the way that their sins are atoned for, 
   and their uncleanness is removed. 
 

The practice of depending on the gifts of others 
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  should help to form an attitude of service and humility. 
 If the ministry is independently wealthy, then they do not depend on the people. 
 But if the ministry depends on the contributions of the people, 
  then it reflects the mutual interdependence of clergy and laity. 
 
We no longer have a hereditary priesthood. 
 Or do we? 
After all, Jesus is our great high priest – 
 and all his children share in his priesthood! (as Hebrews 9-10 makes clear) 
All of God’s people now share in the inheritance of Jesus. 
 We have no share in the inheritance of this age – 
  but we do share in the inheritance of the age to come! 
 We have here no abiding city – 
  but we look forward to the glory of the city of God. 
 
So what do we do with these passages that speak of the inheritance of the priests and Levites? 
 Paul says that we should think of these things in terms of church government. 
 In 1 Corinthians 9:13-14, he says, 
  “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service  

get their food from the temple,  
and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings?  

In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel  
should get their living by the gospel.”  

 He goes on to say that he himself has not made use of that right, 
  but he lays down the principle that pastors should be paid. 
 
I want you to think of this in terms of the question of “church and culture”  

that we raised a couple weeks ago.  
What sorts of practices – what sorts of customs – do we develop 
 that express the holiness of God’s people? 
 

c. The Tithe as the Inheritance of the Levites (v20-32) 
20 

And the LORD said to Aaron, “You shall have no inheritance in their land, neither shall you 

have any portion among them. I am your portion and your inheritance among the people of 

Israel. 
21 

To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their 

service that they do, their service in the tent of meeting, 
22 

so that the people of Israel do not 

come near the tent of meeting, lest they bear sin and die. 
23 

But the Levites shall do the service of 

the tent of meeting, and they shall bear their iniquity. It shall be a perpetual statute throughout 

your generations, and among the people of Israel they shall have no inheritance. 
24 

For the tithe 

of the people of Israel, which they present as a contribution to the LORD, I have given to the 

Levites for an inheritance. Therefore I have said of them that they shall have no inheritance 

among the people of Israel.” 
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Verses 20-32 then expand the discussion to the portion of the Levites. 
 
Verse 20 is the key to the whole chapter: 
 “I am your portion and your inheritance among the people of Israel.” 
  God is our portion and inheritance. 
 Psalm 16:5-6 takes this theme into the mouth of the Davidic king – 
  “The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup. 
   The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
    indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.” 
 As we sang this morning from Psalm 73, 
  Whom have I in heaven but you, and on earth I desire nothing besides you. 
 
25 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
26 

“Moreover, you shall speak and say to the Levites, 

‘When you take from the people of Israel the tithe that I have given you from them for your 

inheritance, then you shall present a contribution from it to the LORD, a tithe of the tithe. 
27 

And 

your contribution shall be counted to you as though it were the grain of the threshing floor, and 

as the fullness of the winepress. 
28 

So you shall also present a contribution to the LORD from all 

your tithes, which you receive from the people of Israel. And from it you shall give the LORD's 

contribution to Aaron the priest. 
29 

Out of all the gifts to you, you shall present every contribution 

due to the LORD; from each its best part is to be dedicated.’ 
30 

Therefore you shall say to them, 

‘When you have offered from it the best of it, then the rest shall be counted to the Levites as 

produce of the threshing floor, and as produce of the winepress. 
31 

And you may eat it in any 

place, you and your households, for it is your reward in return for your service in the tent of 

meeting. 
32 

And you shall bear no sin by reason of it, when you have contributed the best of it. 

But you shall not profane the holy things of the people of Israel, lest you die.’” 

 
If the firstfruits and holy contributions belonged to the priests, 
 then the tithe belonged to the Levites. 
 
The use of the tithe in Israel is a curious study. 
 Deuteronomy says that the tithe was to be used for having a big party – 
  remembering the poor and the Levites – 
  but only in the third year was it to be laid up in storehouses  

for the poor and the Levites (14:22-29). 
 But here it appears that the tithe is supposed to go to the Levites. 
 
Some have suggested that there were two different tithes – 
 but there is nothing that supports that. 
Others have argued that the texts refer to different practices at different times – 
 but as attractive as that view might be for the historian, 
  it does not help us understand what God is saying! 
 
God wants us to see Deuteronomy 14 and Numbers 18 together. 
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 When you go up to the sanctuary to celebrate the Feast of Booths after the harvest 
  you should bring the tithe (or its equivalent in cash), 
  and you should celebrate before the Lord – together with the Levites. 
 They should be the beneficiaries of your prosperity. 
 Probably the best way to put it is this: 
  if you made $50,000 last year, then you would bring $5,000 – 
  you would probably spend $400-500 on food for the family at the feast, 
   and the rest would go to the Levites. 
 
 They would then give 10% of that to the priests. 
 
But of course, every third year, the tithe would be put in storehouses for the poor 
 (not neglecting the Levites). 
 
The principle here, as Paul says, is that those who preach the gospel  
 should make their living by the gospel. 
But also, that the contributions of the church should be used for the poor and needy as well. 
 The early church developed the four-fold distribution of the monies given to the church: 
  1) one quarter was given to the bishop and his household  
   (assuming that he would be caring for many strangers); 
  2) one quarter was given for the support of the clergy; 
  3) one quarter was used for the maintenance of church property; 
  4) one quarter was given to the poor. 
 Obviously, the percentages could vary according to need – 
  but the principle is that the contributions for the church 
   should be used for the support of the ministry –  

and provision for the poor. 
 
Of course, one major difference between the modern system and the early church  
 (or ancient Israel, for that matter) – 
  is that we do “church finance” at the congregational level. 
 In Israel, the contributions for the Levites appear to pass through the central sanctuary 
  (although the book of Kings would suggest that the practice varied from this). 
 Certainly the early church operated more by a “city church” model – 
  where the finances were controlled at a regional level, 
   rather than a congregational level. 
 
I have a lot of sympathy for the Scottish model,  
 where ministerial salaries are fixed at the denominational level. 
It allows the Free Church of Scotland to maintain ministries in poor communities  

more easily than we can. 
 
Of course, it would be easy enough to develop a “city church” model within the PCA. 
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 If we want to minister in a poorer community, 
  then we could have one church with multiple meeting places, 
   and multiple pastors. 
 We would have a single budget, and a single session, 
  that would enable us to minister throughout the region. 
 This would hopefully help us avoid the congregational tendencies in American culture, 
  and promote the practice of our mutual interdependence that is ours in Christ. 
 
But however we do this, 
 we need to make sure that we are thinking about life together  
  in a more interconnected way. 
 
Our suburban culture tends to isolate us from each other – 

our houses and neighborhoods are designed to keep us distant from each other. 
One urban church planter commented  

that he can’t imagine trying to plant a church in the suburbs 
  because he’d have to make appointments with people in order to talk to them! 

He just walks down the street, and he has plenty of pastoral work to do! 
 
We can’t pretend that the suburbs don’t exist. 
Rather, we need to reshape our suburban lives around the gospel. 
 Jesus is our portion and our inheritance. 
 
  


