
Unmasking Religious Hypocrisy 
Matthew	6:1-4	

	

Introduction	

A	Brief	Review	of	Chapter	5	

Section	One	(vv3-12)	contains	“The	Beatitudes”;	a	Gospel	depiction	of	a	true	Christian.		

Section	Two	(vv13-16)	features	“Salt	and	Light”;	a	description	a	Christian’s	function	in	the	world.	

Section	Three	(vv17-20)	Jesus	announces	the	fulfillment	and	permanency	of	the	Law	of	God.	

Section	 Four	 (vv21-48)	 reveals	 the	 Christian’s	 relationship	 to	 the	 Law	 of	 God	 by	 contrasting	 and	
clarifying.	

Chapter	6	addresses	Christian	practice.		

The	Christian	living	his	life	with	integrity	before	God	in	a	world	of	pretense,	deception,	and	compromise.	

From	Orthodoxy	(right	belief)	to	Orthopraxy	(right	practice)	

The	two	major	categories	of	Christian	faith	and	practice:	

1) Our	devotional	life	with	God	(vv1-18);	the	Christian	in	relationship	with	the	living	God.	
2) Our	dedicated	life	on	earth	(vv19-34);	the	Christian	in	relationship	with	the	fallen	world.	

Verse	one	lays	the	foundation	for	the	entire	first	section,	which	governs	our	religious	life	(vv1-18):		

“Beware	of	practicing	your	righteousness	before	other	people	in	order	to	be	seen	by	them,	for	then	you	
will	have	no	reward	from	your	Father	who	is	in	heaven.”	

“hypocrites”	used	in	vv.	2,	5,	16.		

“Hypocrisy	 can	 plunge	 the	 mind	 of	 a	 man	 into	 a	 dark	 abyss,	 when	 he	 believes	 his	 own	 self-flattery	
instead	of	God’s	verdict”	(Calvin).	

“Blessed	are	they	who	observe	justice,	who	do	righteousness	at	all	times!”	(Ps.	106:3)	

“If	you	know	that	he	is	righteous,	you	may	be	sure	that	everyone	who	practices	righteousness	has	been	
born	of	him”	(1	John	2:29).		

“In	 the	 same	way,	 let	 your	 light	 shine	before	others,	 so	 that	 they	may	 see	your	good	works	and	give	
glory	to	your	Father	who	is	in	heaven”	(Matthew	5:16).	

“give	glory	to	your	Father”	

Three	major	elements	that	sustain	our	devotional	life:	

1) Giving	(“Thus,	when	you	give”	(v2);	our	willing	sacrifice	to	God)	



2) Praying	(“And	when	you	pray”	(v5);	our	heart	communing	with	God)	
3) Fasting	(“And	when	you	fast”	(v16);	denying	our	flesh)	

The	devotional	life	of	the	Christian,	whether	in	public	or	private,	should	never	be	self-conscious.	

Here’s	what	God	thinks	of	the	religious	performances	of	hypocrites:	

“I	hate,	I	despise	your	feasts,	and	I	take	no	delight	in	your	solemn	assemblies.	Even	though	you	offer	me	
your	burnt	offerings	and	grain	offerings,	I	will	not	accept	them;	and	the	peace	offerings	of	your	fattened	
animals,	I	will	not	look	upon	them.	Take	away	from	me	the	noise	of	your	songs;	to	the	melody	of	your	
harps	 I	 will	 not	 listen.	 But	 let	 justice	 roll	 down	 like	 waters,	 and	 righteousness	 like	 an	 ever-flowing	
stream”	(Amos	5:21-24).	

And	what	do	God’s	people	say	to	others:	‘Keep	to	yourself,	do	not	come	near	me,	for	I	am	too	holy	for	
you.’	These	are	a	smoke	in	my	nostrils,	a	fire	that	burns	all	the	day.	Behold,	it	is	written	before	me:	‘I	will	
not	keep	silent,	but	I	will	repay;	I	will	 indeed	repay	into	their	 lap…because	they	made	offerings	on	the	
mountains	and	insulted	me	on	the	hills,	 I	will	measure	into	their	 lap	payment	for	their	former	deeds’”	
(Isaiah	65:5-7).	

Isaiah	1:11-20	

The	Motive	of	the	Heart	is	What	Matters	Most	

Jesus	said:	“So	everyone	who	acknowledges	me	before	men,	I	also	will	acknowledge	before	my	Father	
who	 is	 in	 heaven,	 but	 whoever	 denies	 me	 before	men,	 I	 also	 will	 deny	 before	my	 Father	 who	 is	 in	
heaven”	(Matthew	10:32-33).		

“If	we	endure,	we	will	also	reign	with	him;	if	we	deny	him,	he	also	will	deny	us”	(2	Timothy	2:12).	

We	acknowledge	who	we	are,	what	we	believe,	and	Who	we	value	most	(worship)	in	public:	Jesus	Christ.	

“in	order	to	be	seen	by	them”		

As	always,	the	issue	is	one	of	true	motive:	Whose	glory	do	you	seek?	Yours,	or	God’s?	

Jesus	exposed	the	motive	of	the	heart	in	the	religious	hypocrites:	

“How	can	you	believe,	when	you	receive	glory	from	one	another	and	do	not	seek	the	glory	that	comes	
from	the	only	God?”	(John	5:44).		

“The	door	of	faith	is	shut	against	all	whose	minds	are	filled	with	a	vain	desire	for	earthly	glory”	(Calvin).	

“If	a	man	is	not	thoroughly	honest	in	his	professed	desire	to	find	out	the	truth	in	religion,	--if	he	secretly	
cherishes	 any	 idol	which	 he	 is	 resolved	 not	 to	 give	 up,	 --if	 he	 privately	 cares	 for	 anything	more	 than	
God’s	praise,	 --	he	will	go	on	to	the	end	of	his	days	doubting,	dissatisfied,	and	restless,	and	will	never	
find	the	way	to	peace.	His	insincerity	of	heart	is	an	[insurmountable]	barrier	in	the	way	of	his	believing”	
(J.C.	Ryle).	

The	issue	is:	Is	it	the	glory	of	God	or	the	glory	of	self?	Therein	lies	the	great	rift	in	the	hearts	of	men.	

“Do	not	think	that	I	will	accuse	you	to	the	Father.	There	is	one	who	accuses	you:	Moses,	on	whom	you	
have	set	your	hope.	If	you	believed	Moses,	you	would	believe	me;	for	he	wrote	of	me”	(John	5:45-46).	



“for	they	loved	the	glory	that	comes	from	man	more	than	the	glory	that	comes	from	God”	(John	12:43).	

That’s	the	issue:	Why	are	you	doing	what	you	are	doing	in	the	name	of	religious	practice?		

The	Danger	of	Religious	Hypocrisy	

“Well	did	Isaiah	prophesy	of	you	hypocrites,	as	it	is	written,	‘This	people	honors	me	with	their	lips,	but	
their	 heart	 is	 far	 from	me;	 in	 vain	 do	 they	worship	me,	 teaching	 as	 doctrines	 the	 commandments	 of	
men.’	You	leave	the	commandment	of	God	and	hold	to	the	tradition	of	men.’	And	he	said	to	them,	‘You	
have	a	fine	way	of	rejecting	the	commandment	of	God	in	order	to	establish	your	tradition!’”	(Mark	7:6-
9).		

	“Do	not	live	one	way	in	private,	and	another	in	public”	(Quintilian).		

“For	what	is	the	hypocrite,	though	he	may	gain	much,	if	God	takes	away	his	life?	Will	God	hear	his	cry	
when	 trouble	comes	upon	him?	Will	he	delight	himself	 in	 the	Almighty?	Will	he	always	call	on	God?”	
(Job	27:8-10;	NKJ).	

“But	the	hypocrites	in	heart	store	up	wrath;	They	do	not	cry	for	help	when	He	binds	them”	(Job	36:13;	
NKJ).	In	other	words,	they	are	so	prideful,	they	never	make	it	to	the	Beatitudes	that	would	save	them.	

The	hypocrisy	of	Ananias	and	Sapphira	in	Acts	5.	

Our	Supreme	Objective	

The	supreme	objective	in	the	Christian	life	should	be	to	please	God,	and	Him	alone—period.		

“So	whether	we	are	at	home	or	away,	we	make	it	our	aim	to	please	him”	(2	Corinthians	5:9).		

This	was	Paul’s	chief	goal	in	life:	all	that	I	do	must	seek	to	honor	God	and	advance	His	kingdom.	

“For	am	I	now	seeking	the	approval	of	man,	or	of	God?	Or	am	I	trying	to	please	man?	If	I	were	still	trying	
to	please	man,	I	would	not	be	a	servant	of	Christ”	(Galatians	1:10).	

This	speaks	directly	to	motive.		

“For	a	man’s	ways	are	before	the	eyes	of	the	LORD,	and	he	ponders	all	his	paths”	(Proverbs	5:21).	

“For	my	eyes	are	on	all	their	ways.	They	are	not	hidden	from	me,	nor	is	their	iniquity	concealed	from	my	
eyes”	(Jeremiah	16:17).	

“For	 the	eyes	of	 the	LORD	run	to	and	fro	throughout	 the	whole	earth,	 to	give	strong	support	 to	 those	
whose	heart	is	blameless	toward	him”	(2	Chronicles	16:9).	

Our	love	for	God	should	so	overwhelm	us	to	the	point	that	it	crowds	out	all	thought	of	self.		

When	that	happens,	if	it	happens,	then	all	self-coveting	disintegrates,	all	fears	dissipate,	all	jealousy	and	
envy	disappear,	and	all	bitterness	dissolves	into	a	sweet	spirit	that	conducts	itself	in	Christian	faith	and	
practice	in	a	manner	that	honors	God	and	cares	for	the	needs	of	His	church	and	other	people.	

	

	



	

Unmasking Religious �ypoc�isy 
Matthew	6:1-4	

PART	TWO	

Introduction	

“You	[]	must	be	perfect,	as	your	heavenly	Father	is	perfect”	(Matthew	5:48).	

Practice	Makes	Perfect…Eventually	

“Beware	of	practicing	your	righteousness	before	other	people	in	order	to	been	seen	by	them,	for	then	
you	will	have	no	reward	from	your	Father	who	is	in	heaven”	(v1).	

Righteous	living	must	be	practiced.	It	is	something	we	are	called	to	do—	

“hearts	practiced	in	greed”	(2	Peter	2:14).	

Gk	=	‘hearts	that	are	exercised	(gumnazo)	in	the	practice	of	covetousness	(pleonexia).’	

“Pleonexia	may	be	said	to	be	the	root	from	which	[all]	sins	grow,	the	longing	of	the	creature	which	has	
forsaken	God	to	fill	itself	with	the	lower	objects	of	nature”	(Zodhiates).	

“Rather	train/exercise	yourself	for	godliness”	(1	Timothy	4:7).	

“practice”	5x	in	Romans	1:32-2:3	

“Now	this	 I	 say	and	 testify	 in	 the	Lord,	 that	you	must	no	 longer	walk	as	 the	Gentiles	do….	They	have	
become	callous	and	have	given	themselves	up	to	sensuality,	greedy	to	practice	every	kind	of	 impurity.	
But	that	is	not	the	way	you	learned	Christ!—assuming	that	you	have	heard	about	him	and	were	taught	
in	him,	as	the	truth	is	in	Jesus,	to	put	off	your	old	self,	which	belongs	to	your	former	manner	of	life	and	is	
corrupt	through	deceitful	desires,	and	to	be	renewed	in	the	spirit	of	your	minds,	and	to	put	on	the	new	
self,	created	after	the	likeness	of	God	in	true	righteousness	and	holiness”	(Ephesians	4:17,	19-24).	

Now	being	transformed,	we	must	practice	righteousness	in	our	thoughts,	words,	and	actions:	

“What	you	have	learned	and	received	and	heard	and	seen	in	me—practice	these	things,	and	the	God	of	
peace	will	be	with	you”	(Philippians	4:9).	

“for	everyone	who	lives	on	milk	 is	unskilled	 in	the	word	of	righteousness,	since	he	 is	a	child.	But	solid	
food	is	for	the	mature,	for	those	who	have	their	powers	of	discernment	trained	by	constant	practice	to	
distinguish	good	from	evil”	(Hebrews	5:14).	

“Therefore,	 brothers,	 be	 all	 the	more	diligent	 to	 confirm	your	 calling	 and	election,	 for	 if	 you	practice	
these	qualities	you	will	never	fall”	(2	Peter	1:10).	



“No	one	born	of	God	makes	a	practice	of	sinning,	for	God’s	seed	abides	in	him;	and	he	cannot	keep	on	
sinning,	because	he	has	been	born	of	God.	By	this	it	is	evident	who	are	the	children	of	God,	and	who	are	
the	children	of	the	devil:	whoever	does	not	practice	righteousness	is	not	of	God,	nor	is	the	one	who	does	
not	love	his	brother”	(1	John	3:9-10).	

Clergy	Malpractice	

From	Orthodoxy	(right	belief—the	depth)	to	Orthopraxy	(right	practice—the	breadth)	

Giving:	Its	Theology	&	Practice	

We	are	called	to	give	in	two	areas:		

! the	church		
! the	needy	

The	Reciprocity	of	Giving		

Release	to	Receive.		

We	give,	not	because	God	needs	our	money,	but	because	we	will	be	blessed	in	doing	it:	

“Whoever	gives	to	the	poor	will	not	want,	but	he	who	hides	his	eyes	will	get	many	a	curse”	(Proverbs	
28:27).		

Isaiah	58:7-11	

Matthew	25:34-39	

“give,	and	it	will	be	given	to	you.	Good	measure,	pressed	down,	shaken	together,	running	over,	will	be	
put	into	your	lap.	For	with	the	measure	you	use	it	will	be	measured	back	to	you”	(Luke	6:38).	

Finding	the	Joy	in	Giving	

1. By	recognizing	it	as	a	gift	of	God’s	grace	(v1)	

We	want	you	to	know,	brothers,	about	the	grace	of	God	that	has	been	given	among	the	churches	of	
Macedonia,		

2. By	knowing	that	joyful	giving	is	not	dependent	on	favorable	circumstances	(v2a)	

for	in	a	severe	test	of	affliction,	their	abundance	of	joy…		

“For	you,	brethren,	became	imitators	of	the	churches	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus	that	are	in	Judea,	for	you	
also	endured	the	same	sufferings	at	the	hands	of	your	own	countrymen,	even	as	they	did	from	the	
Jews,	who	both	killed	the	Lord	Jesus	and	the	prophets,	and	drove	us	out.	They	are	not	pleasing	to	
God,	but	hostile	to	all	men”	(1	Thessalonians	2:14-15).	
	
“…received	the	word	in	much	tribulation	with	the	joy	of	the	Holy	Spirit,”	(1	Thessalonians	1:6)	
	
Only	by	God’s	grace	and	the	strength	of	our	faith	can	affliction	result	in	joy—and	joy	in	poverty	result	
in	a	wealth	of	generosity.	



	
3. By	realizing	that	generosity	in	giving	does	not	depend	on	financial	abundance	(v2b)	

…and	their	extreme	poverty	have	overflowed	in	a	wealth	of	generosity	on	their	part.		

Giving	should	not	be	a	reflection	of	how	much	one	has;	but	an	expression	of	gratitude	and	
confidence	in	God	and	love	for	the	saints.	
	
“Their	poverty	no	more	impeded	their	generosity	than	their	tribulation	diminished	their	joy”	
(Gaebelein).	
	
“There	is	one	who	scatters,	and	yet	increases	all	the	more,	And	there	is	one	who	withholds	what	is	
justly	due,	and	yet	it	results	only	in	want.	The	generous	man	will	be	prosperous,	And	he	who	waters	
will	himself	be	watered”	(Proverbs	11:24-25)	
	

4. By	being	content	to	give	according	to	your	ability	(v3a)	

For	they	gave	according	to	their	means,	as	I	can	testify,		

They	gave	based	upon	what	they	had	by	given	by	God	providentially.		
	

5. By	giving	sacrificially	(v3b)	
	
…and	beyond	their	means,	…	
	
"No,	but	I	will	surely	buy	it	for	the	full	price;	for	I	will	not	take	what	is	yours	for	the	Lord,	or	offer	a	
burnt	offering	which	costs	me	nothing."	(1	Chronicles	21:24)	
	
“It	is	in	trying	to	do	what	we	cannot	do	that	we	do	best	what	we	can	do.	He	who	keeps	well	within	
the	limits	of	his	supposed	ability	will	probably	not	do	half	as	much	as	he	could”	(Maclaren).	
	
The	poor	widow	in	Jesus	day	gave	all	she	had:	
	
“A	poor	widow	came	and	put	in	two	small	copper	coins,	which	amount	to	a	cent.	Calling	His	disciples	
to	Him,	He	said	to	them,	"Truly	I	say	to	you,	this	poor	widow	put	in	more	than	all	the	contributors	to	
the	treasury;	for	they	all	put	in	out	of	their	surplus,	but	she,	out	of	her	poverty,	put	in	all	she	owned,	
all	she	had	to	live	on."	(Mark	12:42-44)	
	

6. By	giving	willingly	(v3c)	

…of	their	own	accord,		

The	Macedonians	gave	of	their	own	initiative;	it	was	out	of	their	own	desire	to	give.	
	
Freewill	giving	is	to	the	Lord.		
	



Fixed,	imposed,	or	required	contributions	are	not	freewill	offerings,	but	taxes.	
	

7. By	recognizing	that	giving	in	fellowship	to	needy	saints	is	a	blessing	and	a	privilege	(v4)	

begging	us	earnestly	for	the	favor	of	taking	part	in	the	relief	of	the	saints—	

“We	normally	expect	the	person	who	solicits	funds	to	plead	with	a	prospective	donor	to	support	a	
cause.	But	here	the	donors	were	petitioning	Paul	to	allow	them	to	help	the	poor”	(Kistemaker).	
	
“For	Macedonia	and	Achaia	have	been	pleased	to	make	a	contribution	for	the	poor	among	the	saints	
in	Jerusalem.	Yes,	they	were	pleased	to	do	so,	and	they	are	indebted	to	them.	For	if	the	Gentiles	
have	shared	in	their	spiritual	things,	they	are	indebted	to	minister	to	them	also	in	material	things.”	
(Romans	15:26-27)	
	
Contributing	to	the	support	of	the	saints	is	borne	out	of	a	deep	sense	of	connection	within	the	Body	
of	Christ.		
	
“And	all	those	who	had	believed	were	together	and	had	all	things	in	common;	and	they	began	selling	
their	property	and	possessions	and	were	sharing	them	with	all,	as	anyone	might	have	need.		Day	by	
day	continuing	with	one	mind	in	the	temple,	and	breaking	bread	from	house	to	house,	they	were	
taking	their	meals	together	with	gladness	and	sincerity	of	heart,	praising	God	and	having	favor	with	
all	the	people”	(Acts	2:44-47).	
	
Sharing	implies	a	fellowship	with	Christ	and	a	strong	bond	with	fellow	Christians,	which	promotes	
unity	and	mutual	love	and	appreciation.	
	

8. By	first	giving	yourself	to	the	Lord	then	to	others	(v5a)	

and	this,	not	as	we	expected,	but	they	gave	themselves	first	to	the	Lord…	

“One	who	is	gracious	to	a	poor	man	lends	to	the	Lord,	And	He	will	repay	him	for	his	good	deed”	
(Proverbs	19:17).	
	
“Christian	giving	begins	with	the	surrender	of	self	to	Christ,	from	which	necessarily	follows	the	glad	
offering	of	wealth….	If	I	belong	to	Christ,	to	whom	does	my	money	belong?	But	the	consciousness	
that	my	goods	are	not	mine,	but	Christ’s,	is	not	to	remain	a	mere	sentiment”	(Maclaren).	
	
“Little	children,	let	us	not	love	with	word	or	with	tongue,	but	in	deed	and	truth”	(1	John	3:18)	
	

9. By	recognizing	that	joyful	giving,	like	genuine	repentance,	is	according	to	the	will	of	God	(v5b)	

…and	then	by	the	will	of	God,	to	us.		

Giving	in	this	manner	is	in	agreement	with	the	revealed,	directive	will	of	God.	And	nothing	happens	
apart	from	the	sovereign,	decretive	will	of	God.	
	



10. By	understanding	that	joyful,	sacrificial	giving	is	a	work	of	grace	(v6)	

Accordingly,	we	 urged	 Titus	 that	 as	 he	 had	 started,	 so	 he	 should	 complete	 among	 you	 this	 act	 of	
grace.		

Grace	is	the	activity	inspired	by	God’s	grace	in	us	that	results	in	overwhelming	gratitude	and	leads	to	
willful,	abundant,	sacrificial	giving.	
	

11. By	seeing	that	joyful	giving	comes	from	faith	and	abounds	in	love	(v7)	

But	as	you	excel	 in	everything—in	faith,	 in	speech,	in	knowledge,	in	all	earnestness,	and	in	our	love	
for	you—see	that	you	excel	in	this	act	of	grace	also.		

True	giving	comes	from	a	heart	of	faith	and	flows	from	other	Christian	virtues.	
	

12. By	 knowing	 that	 willful,	 joyful,	 sacrificial	 giving	 is	 NOT	 a	 command,	 but	 evidence	 of	 a	 sincere	
Christian	love	(v8)	

I	say	this	not	as	a	command,	but	to	prove	the	earnestness	of	others	that	your	love	also	is	genuine.	

Love	that	does	not	give	is	not	true	Christian	love:	
	
“But	whoever	has	the	world's	goods,	and	sees	his	brother	in	need	and	closes	his	heart	against	him,	
how	does	the	love	of	God	abide	in	him?”	(1	John	3:17)	

	

“Be	 devoted	 to	 one	 another	 in	 brotherly	 love;	 give	 preference	 to	 one	 another	 in	 honor;	 not	 lagging	
behind	 in	 diligence,	 fervent	 in	 spirit,	 serving	 the	 Lord;	 rejoicing	 in	 hope,	 persevering	 in	 tribulation,	
devoted	to	prayer,	contributing	to	the	needs	of	the	saints,	practicing	hospitality”	(Romans	12:10-13)	

“freely	you	received,	freely	give”	(Matthew	10:8).	

And	by	this,	experience	God’s	richest	blessing.	


